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OCCASIONAL ares 


Papers for pT icatfon in ths series of monographs are proces by 
fr for the four branches of tw Historical Resources Divison of Alberta 
Cuture: the Provinctal ArcMver of Albers, the Provincial Museu oF 
Nibera, the Wistorfe Sites Service and the Archacoloaical Survey of 
Aloere Those persone oF institution Snterested in garteular subiect 
sub-series my obtain gublfation Ite fromthe appropriate Branches, 





ay purse copies of the publications trem the folTovng address 


Provincial fuseun of Alberta 
{in ioe ewe 


mone (64s) 482-2180 


cnsectivee 

‘These Occasions Papers are dstoned to pera the rapid dissaination 
of infomation resuiting from Wistories) Resources” progremes. They are 
publications for general rodars. In the snterests of making infomation 
voile quicly 20 thse specialists, norm production precatures have 





The cover {Dustratfon fe adapted fraran of] painting dove sn 1963 
by som de Fletcher. The original now hangs tn the officers! mes Sn 
RON. headquarters, Otto, 








One the petroglyphs, ancient Inefan art found on te rock wl 
‘here fron 1657 9 1918. In 1976, the Provinctal Parks Division degen 

2 permanent interpretive facility within the gark bounfaries. The present 
pool tention contalas the report of historieal research carried out as 26 














adjunct a ens reconstruction, 
aera of Canada's noted poltoe force. Further baigrouné to this fost 
and it reconstruction miy be found fm AechasoTanica] vert aatios: 
Decastona! Paper 4 in thie serfee 
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Fel survey of 198 by E. J. Rat coessssoe 





fncelops haters ner Mriting-on-Stane, 1097 «1 -- 
Looking fouth to site of former Hountad Pole cutgost » 
Vier oF water gauge station 

Die River Mritingon-Stone, 1918 

View oF the outgest looking southeast, 1897 
The nen of Mritin-on-Stone, 1697 
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south elevation of the stabte, 1915 6 : 


Order for laying out Kit for Snspection 
Stotehplen of tho tntorior of the barracks, 1682 
Coonel Re G. Irvine's quarters wees 


Roundy Crk MP detache soos areca 





Police hospital at Catgary,cfrea 178 eveeesen 
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ten conpared wth the borefon,tsolation and tesious hard vork which were 
tachnent. trata abgect ves such 35 

lest my wel) ave noved the nen of Hrittng-onstare to Jofn the force, 
herd of mangefnfested cattle hardly Flfflleg these objectives. Interest 
ayaty was ot the order of the day for this re 








‘oped to Hf at outposts such ar rttins-onstare. doing fram the 
tov as tracking dow wanted erfniale 

ind withthe maber of um available the results were nothing Tete than 
‘stoning, einer woh fn tho Unite Stator wore = common oecurrece 
oun mrderers,tavse sMover, and thre who attereted ta circument the 











aston service only infrequently Snterupted by sats to recapture an 
fscapad convict, may best be described ab mundane. The work of the con 
sxetting or unduly ehatentng 

The work wos denaiog, wivaTly telus, and always Meaneally wore- 


4s the stuff of whieh Mistry Se mde 








ESTABLISHMENT OF OUTPOST, cOSTHUCTEOK, AMD EARLY wsTORY 


Im March 1887, a conference was ad in Latbridpe by Supaintendet 
cree of" Division, Mate Creek: Superintendent aslo of °K" Oe 





to police te southeastern region of Albert and the fmedtate result was 
the sopartue af Stete end police scout Jaty Potts to select suitable 
Kipo's Coulee, the wet end of HTK River Rice, Hriting-on-Stne ane 
Fonda d'Oreie (pransuneed pan dor eye). Tne lst two were suitable 





‘ts proximity to te Sweetgrass HIT and the wining canp Toatas tare. 





once Stasle hac decides ap the location of the Doindery detachants, 
action was taken to make then operetta], On Agri Inspector Zachary 
Taylor Wed was dispatched to the MKC River with the necessary men and 





Supplies. k ferce 1faz0ré on the aorning of the 1th temporarily de 
Tayed the patrol, but by Friday the 15th dod ned chioved Ms obective, 
Im accordance with Steele's orders, te hed stationed tuo constables at 
iop's Coule, and oe sergeant and six constables ch at Hk River 
ides Pendant a'0rette, and Mritina-on-Stone,® ech wit the aeainstr 














lasses, situated on nigh ni, tut concealed as mich as pose ble"? 
So effective as this patrol system that tt na slat Snporsbie for any 
critter, whether of the two oF four-legged variety, to cross the Tine 
without at least one nexber of the Fores boing auare of 18. The weather 
















‘er wa Zam ot tang sep mach ong to flaring of tet 
Boing ‘a gate in our tants hench, cng att pits? nearly Glan fo oeces 
Tent" sinoft slau din thd stoves have tebe Siousnen, 


ori 30. fate, wind sTeet and sow aT dy Yong® 







In Nay 1857, orders ware received fram Ottana to the effect that 
istrict tn Sriesch Colas. To faciitate the rove, Superintendent 







Stecle was Sastructed to relieve the man gested st the MTk River outposts: 





stationey in Battleford, mace Teele or no change in the work cone by tHe 
















effictoncy. “The only posttfcn he [Lely]. is suited for,” rearked 
asolutely othing aout drtls."7 whether or not desertfons can be Blanes 
Constable's unruly tendencies (he is sentenced to one month's hard abour| 








{in March 187 for refusing to ebey an order) account for thts unfortunate 
tse. Once Likely's tour of euty terminated, comming of the Srentior 





Bring this tine, che InGians continued to be the mor source of di 
futet in soutner Alberta. In dune of 187 a pace treaty wes sianed with 
‘nthe gotortous horse stating ras. Sut horse stealing was a mich ad- 











roceesot with the rade deofte the 





im sen fue teehee Nee "tag pict 














Wien the onset oF the winter snous, the raferious activities of the 


the behaviour of the en during ther eight-month sojourn onthe prairier 
Huot, and hs assistant HAM Harem were convinced tat. the satel 
In thetr various reports for 188), they recomended Wat persarent 





tong the WSK River. Show stone temporary delayed the tek fre 
Leehiiage, and st mis not until the end of the ninth thst the en ects) Ty 
ected for the fotTovingyear.'™ A portable forge nas alsa dtspatehed to 








unfortunately for the nen stationed at Uriting-on-Stone, the patrol ng 
seasun of 1083 nes not noted for trangtlity. A wind stom Strack the 

wk of ne ad i early Spttber spree 
Fire completely bares out the canpeita.!? The horses, to, were not 


out In Septeter, and before st abated the majority of horses bITTeted at 














nother wmropitious event whch occurred during 1888 was the desertion 
rave of Constable Findlay instighted the deed while the yo were conveying 
Gesertion was « mare autractive alternative to continued service in the 
fmlvenent jn the Max Hoppe murder cate. fugitive fron the United 
Uetesngon Stone in migtay ané was promptly arrested by Constable ETViot 
tried by « Sry end santenced ta tenty years fn the penttentiry. The 





hen the Mriting-er-Stone outpost was Flrst established in TET, 1¢ was 
ut {nthe sumer of 1689 construction was bagen on the Barrack building 





fon Togs bepen indo and that ft the work was done Ay the aivision, 
by Start Sargeant Keean."© te stated further that whe up 
to $1,100 was allotted for the constrction of three frontiar outposts 
oy $375 was actuoly exgended, Construction cotts for ariting-on-Stane 
totaled « nee $29.40," Seat Sergeant Keenan, despite suering from 





cysentery, di an 








feet by TE Foot witha snl] Teanto kitchen 12 fet by T6 feet. Seneath 














20 tons of hay.22 Monty Bakery wha Snspected tne canp in early Detber 


‘hot the buildings hed been plastered fnsige with Tine and out- 
Tay. le concluded Ms weekly raprt with the prediction thet 





the cing winter would Find the nen of Urit ingot 








Construction werk, however, wes not the sole activity of the detocmmt 
ducing 189. tay patrols ere assiicustyautnatnes, the $3 t tele 
horses travelling on the average of 380 niles per week. <* Unfortunately, 

‘eh the coning of spring 1890, construction Boyan anew 3¢ Writing-on- 
Stone, A Tan-to mas aed to the barrack but ing 16 feet by 20 Feet, 
Anda blacksnith shop wis BUTE, 18 foot by 24 feet2® The formar, tn 
ad 8 shingle roots a corrals 6 feet by 24 feet, four ratls high with 
‘o tave been alee to Hoth the front ard back doors of the barrack 
prafete, the detacient mis rapulary calTee wpon to Fight these destrace 
tive confagratfns, Sparks fromthe engines of passing trains were the 








te tine, Th brother of Notana Governar Joseph K Toole dispatched 
Seed that he had a hard tine a Heep abeac of it. This fire was even 
tuaty baught under contro by tht of 

(25 duly 1690, Constable HS. Young sbsented inset fram Uritng-an- 








tore comanly érnkemess, continued to plague the borser outposts during 
his cine. These wee Seolatag porte where the cay routine was teious 
ted the Tiving conditions were dounrighe pritive (nore prisoners in he 





ve cay appreciate that ane night develop an antipathy to a mand Tife tat 
fad ethe to offer fn the way of security, creature cofarts, or financial 
oner ordering att frontior outposts reguced to thrae wen each uring the 
winter nent, one corporal and to carstables. The superintendent, ho 
es always revdy to tangle withthe frascible Luk Horcimer, eventually 
feverbr “that van our frontier gosts are depleted wolesale smsaling 
iNT take place rignt along the Sorder. . 122 Unable to cones] his 
ermnstes with that representation". Corporat Kiggebethan a 
Although construction of the major Buinge At UritSg-on-Stone ba 
teen campleted by 188, there ware mine 2oHtCons anda mater of major 
rapes dring the follwing years, In 1852, the barrack bufiding was 
Sethe with WaniTa paper end wood and inthe folTovng your park of the 
Fungation was repented In 1285, because the Gtachnent was continuelly 
aren of the nasty crestures fn hs ra, cropping fran the cell ing oto 

















his ted.22 ne sts nee installed under the barracks dn 1096-1697 ane 
racks was reshingleé and repainted onthe iste. Tne Tose reference 





Prior to thelr permanant closure. AE that tine Inspector Chaney resorted 
tory. In 183 the structure was cestroyed by Fire, and in 1908 the re 








Conmissioner as well se Superintendent Seene yore of the opinion thet 
accordingly. The butleng Itself uas easily replaced, the Tons being 
ave fron Pendant rete, 35 niles east of Writing-on-Stone, One 





report suggests thatthe new structure movi be relocated south anda 
THttle east of the stable, because then, im cate of another fire, the 





28 fe ga ett sue” atc a aT nO ort 
ities of this unprecedented catastrophe Included the latrine, portions 
Sided ane the damage as assesses, Superintensnt J.0, Wilson, officer 
commanding the Lethbrige district, recamaended tat a eu Blackinith shop 
lutterias the Final ehotee, since there 46 no further reference to « blacke 
Following 482 construction 1p 1885, the stable ot Writing-onStone 
uncerventnajor repairs trie. In Septenbor 1895, an fron rod 19 Fest 





etober 1906, 1,000 Fat af planking ase acted to the Fteor The coming 
of spring usally sew the re-muddtng and writonsking of the bulldings as 





festinsted to hold ap to ten horses," nthe atm of 1902, tM sree 
voll oF the stable, Since the numberof men posted at writing-an-Stone 
fad declined markedly FotTouing the Klondike Gold Rush and the South 

(On the east de of the stable although rot directly ott 





sandstone, were six feet high" tn July 1090, new rot was constructed 
fd in My 1922, {20 wos aTTotted for the sane repairs"? Tt appears, how 
fvers thot these repairs wore never nage, Because th July 1902, the asst 
fs ronsonabiy certain that te buateg sav 1ittle use following 1902." 

OF the remsining tuflcinge ot Uiting-on-Stona the con shed deserves 





that repairs wore undertaken on the structure Sn the summer of 1852, at 
teast to the extent that angles ware placed on the rouf-*© Tae second 
biéing ws erecta fn the fal? of 1896. Local sandstone was used tn 
the construction and {twas reported that 200 fest of luronr were required 
to nae dors forthe butltng a8 we 35 for eter rapes the ot 
post.!? tn duly 1902, a bare to months after the sheds rot bad been 
but photograph ang rant archeslogiat Savestightions roves that 2 
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etsy Rgtetot Imes: 








ste contruction process apace at Meiting-on-Stone, the problen 


‘hg sole country has boon Titeraily burnt up by fires tartad in ost 
ed by tins have syHlemicatly seanines the englnes 








the Lsthoride district. In ouly 1693, a fire Burned a Targe portico 





dates hugust 1, 1622, Corporal Rienardaon, AC.0. 4m charge of Uriting= 








{sw smoke wien apanre to cone fro the eguthern part of the Queran= 
eva arge prairie fire burning ct the quarantine reserve and 

tiieo cae with Test thertare Senta desptch to orgs Gasie for a1 
hae siaey buts strong gole got cp ane we were tou stall avparty to. 
Frit iver enot Tt woutd oo todanege” neat ocaty 201 fou the men 
an Gack shout 5 pm and taportes tae Me ha seen svora pene, staze 
Satrhed yt tun afl ct. “Fre ts ut nw in te vicinity oF ariing- 























The absence of prairie firse in 14 gave the Ursingeon-stine detact- 
ert oe easy sumer, but they ware 4000 given ore than enough to Reap 
thet occupied. In My TERS, a Blaze swept cnn from the Sestaras 11s 





of Notana, and before It was extinguished f¢ burned an estnated 2,000, 

teres south of the Hk River There te evience too, that tn Aut 

fof the quarantine sromé, making Its way Sone 34 wiles west of aitinge 
hen the setters began to arrive in 








Combined efforts of the palice “and al] avaiable setters” to bring the 
Stone was the maintenance of the quarantine reserve, keping 1 clear of 











reguations were establ‘eheg fn 1637 requiring all cattle, with the = 








order-in-couet? dated Septenter 17, 1882, reduced ths area to thret 
Sma sections of Tend aptinst the northern boundery of Moatana, Ths 
‘Second reservation consisted of "that section of country Between the MK 
Uritingon-Stone Coulae on the aust andthe Right of May of the ATberta 
Batinay ond Coal Canpany's ine on the west" 

‘he oranulgation of Ue qutrantine legislatfon tn 167 did not tome= 
Aatety resuit in an ondue emunt of work for Ce nen stationed at rt tinse 











on-stone deacioent ast the repented appearance of "Ratan of importance® 





rincrassingruwbers. Dean, not entirely convinced that the 


ee the Canadian gutrantine grad claar".® AE the sae tine he realized 
that enforeanent of the regletions wks a Out iposefble. "Tt goes 
without saying," he reported Jn 1690, "that cattle canot be eucatee to 








‘de fact Internationa} toundary as far as cattle ware concered. 
1 frerican cattle were allowed to graze nar af the bore, Aaericsn 
and Canion settlers who de erately dgfored te quarantine regulation 





ty the nate of dL. Grant tried to eStaI{sh Ninel? on the reser In 
August 1822, ne was curly informa that he would nave to retove his 
ancireoutri.t9" a9 1957, a sintar aesion ws ten agbist a Porn 





police investigation revesled that the Soninen Lands Agent had fssued no 
‘their best to haep the <ifticuty at 9 inimus. In Deceber 182, the 





strayed vrth® ty Tey the Flowervee and Cnpny ranch contribute 
fan atic ony and 1901 $8 ae reported hat Mrseg-on-stany 














sa Far ab to dprocate te complaints suanitted ty Canatan setters. ™# 
Ina Tetter to the carmisstoner on January 1, 1901, Deara comanted at 
other side af the Tine, and they tave lately show and are now showing 

ow wing they are Mee Ne retarted further tat "the 

rem the occasional Sneursion of cattle from Hoatana, . ."." 

sstatance, tw comssioner assfstant commissioner, and controller of 





border detacinunts free of cost. Assistant Cnmissfoner Jl Metre 
schoo in xchange for Board ard rose mas Mighty objctionble 





oul Tens to varie misunderstancigs.'® Ta comptroller concurra with 
sTigely amended fora, were eventualy acted upon, On Novonber 26, 1802, 











cept beat ram any Anerican eaten 
Inspections, crosud thatr cattle at « mubor of potnts ang the border. 

proble.'* Tho civilian authorities i Otten yore also concerned with 
the encroscinent of Anerican cattle op Canadian retters. On January 8, 








agula'aaye This porate atl be Subject to. he cone ios tse Be ra) 











force, or.by an officer of custons, wse duty it will be especially to 
‘ards and also that foreign Tive stock unentered for duty ere not branded 
Seandion feretiorys SRT aes 

Uf setiure ad" forfeture, Cavan! estreye® will be apeetaliy sree with 
rom ti tne Bt Eo oe of got ht ete reser to ny 

















fousiy disposired fran rances on both sie of the border. Te fs not 

‘leer when exactly they assumed these functions, but fran poltog records 

one can speculate that they began in or abot the fl of 1891.22 

vias pasting, rae rtgeling and staging was no Eaten up by the 

ite mn, and regrettably, they ware a efFietent and caming as their 
hla te Mstory of he Uring-enStone dts 














Yolved aroun ene Gut highs, a spectal officer of customs a Coutts, wo 








atntaned that the lack of police atststance in July 1913 hed prevented 
‘n-Stone. The charge nas comletely lacking in truth, Qut the nvestig2- 
ton cndected ty Superintendent JD MIT4anrevesled far wore than ere 





Coulee and the Erickson brigge. Me waintaines that at the tino he ws 





fa Sergtant HU. Grea tne MC.0. 19 ch 
betwen Green and Hilson wos Uw First fruit of this request, tut Be tae 
{5 Stay, 8 thorough search ws andertatan with T1etle oF no positive ro 








‘sich buneh [of horses] in the south coutry".2? A subsequent ‘nvestgae 
con-Stone, on the 25rd was only sIightly more productive. Maneous setters 








nce the pie snverigetfon has heen coupeted, xson roportad to 








ice to accapany in on 1 bis trips.®* nether or rot the horses 





this incident was not typfeal of the ralatonship between custons officer 
cout looking very Bed ndeud. Thay fssud orcors and complained Biteeriy 
(On this occarfon, nonever, the an were severly reprinide fora 
Comrissioner considered frespensisle and proper conduct, The incident 
revolved aroun the allegedly Snproper seizure of a bully nen statonee 
nt the eutpost, 20d a campoint Tedged ty Ad. King. the cector of 
Canton cattenan whose ranch was located the order to the southeast 














nce at the castors house at Coutts, Btelan's tral mis ele an ly 
ots. The amount totalled seventy-five doVars and seventy-five cats 
Ordinarily this would have Been the and of the case, ut the day after 
the teal to U.S. cfzenr, plus fr. and Hes. Peter Bielen and son Chartes 
‘ited affidavits in Swentgrase at eging éprapriety an the part of the 
RAMMLALP. effetals,” Mr. King concurred with tase vies and in a Tettor 
ta the commissioner on August 7, clafne thatthe actin of the police 
investigated, Comisstoner A, Soar Perry Snstrated Inspector F.¥. Chaney 
(on the 6th of August 1915, at Mriting-n-Stone, Inspector Chaney's 
board of tequry was convened ond tro charges were formally Tae aghinst 





(0),0 or shout the 1th, ay of uly 151 (he gid] ante the Unted 
Jeet oF facrica's Stim coerry'w fra ot 44 Bd. 

‘ut the" 5th any of aly 1915 hing entar: Constabte in 

{Shee SF thefts he lel “retece nis ext in sitewing Reso, 802, 











case for the defence tncluded Elan 

brotive staternts by Constable C. Loser of Wet ting-n-Stana and Thos 
iy that Constable Elend's behaviour was beyond reproteh and that 

flected Price's evaluation of the Jncident. Eland was adjudged not guiTty 

















See re tater a sR db ot only Say ba nae tet he cane 
Fidittet tg) elietier'ne Congested St nacessary fn perfaranee of 
Is Sty ay eee: he Intea Seats of Sorin tea torc ela 
‘he gusty party to escape prosecatian.29. . 








Chaney's decision, Perry cig write to the officar comuncing the Letabriege 














aunissioner formaly express hs regrets to the United States Custom, 














ercner's views on this abject were unannoutly enersed by his sub 
fen. "Men canvat Live Ay Bros alone" may hve Been 2 cliche. but for 


Strange a5 {¢ my Feo, 





forcement of the act frevieably pean scoureg the countrys tn search 
of nhistey smpglers fren Notane, specifically Fort Benton. The unop~ 





arity of the Tesislation mturelly mage this tack close to 





Sausaling of Viuor in sbutharn Alberta mex very profitable businss 





NLM.P. coulé do, or for tat matter santed to do, to arrest the 11% 
Perhaps the mst amusing aspect of the Groh tion en ues the feat 
order, Sine outposts the Har of weiting-an-Stone were strategically 
located slong Ue entire langth of the Sounary, {twas necessary thet 
of transrortation and twenty to thirty miles was the average distance 
predict regarding the resourceful smuglers. The means ployed to trans 
the Tine secreted in packages of merchandise: in tied frat ad oot 
lubless fn casks of flour ané sugar tn carloads of hogs or Tunbers ant 
to have crossed the border stations during the gromDition period. Sur= 
Drisingly enough, the very sane wonen suffered “alscarrfages* once they 
had crossed the Tine. A passage from the Roel Comfssion on Liquor 
‘Teaffe tn Cada (195) outings how the smglers capitalized on the 
“requ train service Between Montana and soutorn Alberta and between 











rian Columbia and niberta 


{faa cht phot nae Serngeatts ith te porter By unk he (the 
Siete ‘tan) firfed ne bert wah hegeot whistey” (the ev-h-P 
Serer fo sich pms fr atte ign eG 
{Elgar the Tuoy wou. throw off art tefre the fram pled Sn 
Filote weds Sod plitous fed mith aishey Thay’ hag ie at)"over he 
e'Sesines tn eotr® n'a the wat wo fens Sn the wale 
i Seay faks and lage eih's rope ana Tet tm say theres Tne Tiuor 
She fat Fy agg Wan of cea, th offers could mt 











for te sale of Intoxeating Nguer-The Liquor Liceno Ordinance of 
the worth of the new laws provided of course that It was properly ene 
arce."* Syperintenent Deane had cause to be sTightly core JubiTant 
ver the B11 introzuction. In his annual report forthe year ending 





feath, but had the nan been alloved accate to Ue commodity ona regular 
hastsy tt ts concehable thet excessive drinking woulé aot have resulted 








ich would have necesarity aconpanied the priviTege of being al Toned 








Sndividua, Speci Constable Tetu, endeavoured to rectiy the sitution 
ty snuggling sone Mqunr int the pose. The szenaro of Ms plan was a5 





spt this state oF affates, In Maven 199, one etagruntieg 


outpost the altel would be distributed to those who were wantings and 





si Te fa freeads tet 
vas plagued with otter aleakal related problens, such es desertion and 





thirtan parcant of the men engaged at Mriting-ar-Stone were roprinndody 
‘ndivicual stands oct as « particularly 526 example of how Vawar rune 
Tatour. in Nay 192, four anths after Mis Sranefer from Ureing-onstone 





1 the pencoful dety routine af Kriting-on-Stone wae rarely aterupted 
rupted by stat can only be termed cman desertion. we have aTreny 





nately the pattern sae reposted dur 2 nutber of years folowing. In 
he wis conterlating suc 8 noe, and Doane wos Seitialy Sonebat re= 
Tetant to cal? hina deserter, The siperintandent remarked that sen 











tast seen, Ward hed been ring an extrenely {1T-tepared horse and 1¢ 
TWkelitoed of Be constable ever returing to writing-on-Stane 








Seronant Ae, tad bean for tao easy with Ms many with the inevitable 
result that they soon Tost ll respect for Mi Contnptioes disregard 
ronan Afar the wegen deprive of eighty perce of Mg 
Getacnent, Serseant Ashe wes transferred to °D" Division at acted. 
cident, CoonsatenarHerciner was of the opinion that he officers, too 











{and} spsthy anda nant of Sneerest on the part of the inspector, which 
saividlly intuancer she noncons ane an #0 





1s a result of an investigation Weld 1m tha fa] of 168, Inspector casey 
Tn Septesbor 1906, Constable B. akin took at trnes out to Be a per 
to have deserted fron division heesuarters.** 








be crotited with the Targe scale rauctions, From 187 to 1887, there 
were on the average of 6.7 man stationed at the outpost, but fron TE36 








the voluntary Graft for the South Africa Kar redid the arber of ren 
Actively serving inthe Horhowest Territories by aprosinitely 160. The 
there was ut one corporal, one constable ad four horset stationed at 
Penant rei TVe would suffer the sane fate. In nis aml report for 








ast are requires to 90 on putral, or ta perform 2 certain pfece of work 





fly as possible... Ne should a far as possible be setf-sustaatna.*# 
Deepte Deane and Perry's concern over the cutbacks, the frontier 

Seoterter 20, 1917, bare seven aon before the outpost was closed per 

Irritation for Oeane and Ms successors, {& 48d nat prevent those ne 











Teast 800 niles per week fn execution of his duty. Usually Ht as an 
cestreely tedious task but ocasfonally 4¢ did ret sane results. In 1851 





{'Oreitie apprehend Thame Ealintan, 2 smguler whose forte mas secret- 
ing stolen horses in cana"? And az Sf datly patrols along the border 
were nt enaugh to keep the men Ousy, Sperintndent Begin compounded he 
as constrained to point out that such visite were gat of 9 social nature 
nd at the police were not to take ashantage oF the ploneer's Kindness, 
Should cone #4 no surprige that the scarcity of people tn the Writingon- 
fe reion nade the 1st stipulation rathar dsFseule to enforce. hex 








tot ani the settlers were spreciative of the work dine an tele boat 
he shoulé do iF an antelope ware to accidently get caught in his Fence 
Drdinarttys the anima vould have had ta be freed for St as unlawful to 
int pla game without a pars. The police officer st Mriting-o0-Stn 
overs rgd tht the rn woud he tt the is ott 
save ts life) Wisrepresentation of the Te to be sure, but in se 








Cases a rather Tibere] Interpretation of the rules and requlations was 
order on the Canadian prairie, they were expected to Jo so in the thorough 
fn detache duty wore regularly out rough a course of drills ané 
Teetures and Sust as regularly drillaé and amined on thelr Anowlege 
recessary for survival, the an were also obliged to take pat in on 
fnnan revolver and rifle target practice, One of the nen at Meiting-on 
Stone was particularly adept withthe rifle, On several accastns 
Corporat Thomas Alexander Diesen represented" Division atthe amet 








ud 8 eum rifle range, tn 102 « central range ws estan isos ot 
Uriting-en-Stne, "Gh very Hele dnprovenent," rnarked Inspector 
Besin *it will make a good range upto 500 yards." To years ater the 








the non had a misty habit of exploding in their faces. Ast happened 
Corrs) Dicksen mas introduces to ths defect Firsthand. While lossing 
Me rifle on the morning of ecetber 17, 1893, one of tie cartrioges 

ver the Incidents the shosdy supplies zane that the 1ive5 of his nen 
tent, In his monthly report for December 1893, mw stated that the copper= 
and gallantry fo much as the occasional hunt t0 
Settler. Som of these incidents nave alrendy Sten related, such a5 the 














Sweetgrass Ile, The cularit 
tnd ware cared, with sone 40 others, Just south af 
with twin activities. According to Oeane, the settlaent may have oan 

















(On April 27» Corporat Bickson received word fron a Yontan settler 
tas begun Samectately, but without sucess. The chase was resin on the 


oowing day and ths tine te corporal found his mark. Superintendent 
ereegttEact te ather tae nen uno were easy Secured in detatl 5? 
Ascovered that St was saGe some 22 ehatns-I852 feet 





after the tnctdent the U.S, Cavalry 61d {ts vty and forcibly elsperset 

the remmining inhabitants of the settTenen. The police may have ost the 
In dupont 1235, corpora) Richerson vat nyolved fn a rather unfor 

tas known a the Terror of the Buttes. “T hope I've ht him in good 





orning "Fortunately or the corporal ane of th Toc) setters 


Butte: "in. Long, very proerly accounted for. Me resisted arrest and 





ductes nis ow vestigation ince the Iacdent, andthe Findings were 
fn th cane day that RYGharcon had been wounded, the two events were 
later. A coroner's Jury was duly caevaned and the verdict el ivered waz 
had toon trying to arrest Long for wounsing the policeman. recipe of 
1802, cate of cattle snuggling occurred near Uriting-onstone 
rention. It begon when SuperintencentOsine tried to prove tat a 
1900, the firm ned Tossed five tomshine. from Pensnt 3'OretTTe dm 
the Wik River to the international Boundary, on the understanding that 
e-Stne. The Sthene was obviously open to all kinds of suterfape, but 
police investigation revesled hut political snfluene at the nations 
eaping tm min the political sensitivity of his Inguty, Deane pr 
as conclusive. In 1900, Just ander tity per cant of the cattle shat 
the Spencers brow fntaCanaca were wGecared. ln 1901, dity as pate 
the boundary fTegatly around t0 a Teast SD Read. TASS nfarmation 
Brothers wore caroté with smusting 500 hand of cattle nto Cangas, The 
































hf that aunt be seported by the Seerican Firm wtsT the case mas 


‘exactly 587 head of cattle had een seugged into Canada, In Jun he 
The Spencer Brothers were furious over the seizure and quekly mde 
their viens knoun in Ottaun, Rabress was slnost Sameiate: Superintendent 





foe levied aghinst the ranchers fron $20,000, the value of he 587 
of cattle, to $6,000. The latter sun was eventuatly pal. The Spencer 











flection on the credibsiy of the Canadian Goverment, policeman sto 
hac performed his aities adniraty for fourteen years wat resved fron 





the ‘arin satisfaction of knowing that ha] had workes up a case whch 
there ms not single Fan, en ich couldnt fil te be eld by 
at the Cine, but in light of the fact that the case was nover fully pros= 





(na suen tale involves the Unexpected discovery sn 1908 of savenInctan 
steletans in the cleFs surrounding the outpost, Each of the bodies hag 


‘ular signticance were US, cavalry spurs, rifles, ond buttons om 


assed with the spread aapte.® uot unexpectedly, the origin of the 








Doctes and te accooanying resnlafnvitac a numer oF hypotheses, but 
‘iter te battle of the Little biahorn Jn 1076, Sitting BulT and his 
Cyprss HiT, The enotia fron the U.S, wts of necessity made in hate, 














The possible vovacey of this story ts tied to yet another incident im 
the glorious history of U.s.-Indlan relations, In 1877 a bang af Nez 
of the U.S. Cavary, and their subsequent trek estyaré was marred by 
feveral sintlar encouters. After ake of conflict, te haggard Intans 








the cron fies, Cotbank 4s but forty-five alles souhanest of Mriing= 
onstone. 

sdvance to adettiona explanations forthe origin of Ue Indian groves. 
The first theory suggests that the araves are the renains of 9 smal? 
sreup of Nez Pence who lett the Stove cmp fn 178 and were trying to 
Biren creck im Yontana and Domsey faye that the gover could represent 
‘the casualites fron sbatele wth the Blackfot.®® In hie secnd theory 
Denoy arguas that he araves weve stroly those of Iniant who had 
captured, traded ar been given old pleces of ary equipent."©? Trare 














fst of Hriting-an-Stone fn 1896, were one of the latter tribe was 
wearing an Anerean infantry Jacket. Kd tine preserved tntact 317 the 
1 to their origin could prnape be found. A it i, the evidence sorely 
The ctscovery 41809 of the sklezal renins of conbay auton 
holed up in cleft on the east side of Police Covi. According to one 





‘in on affort 2p elude the posse which has been folTeving then, nig then 
but Jn 1909 Toca rancher took $¢ upon Mimelf to settle the controversy 
ence and for a1, thorough search of "Horse Thieves! Cae" rovetod 





A closer examination of the skull raveaTed 2 naat BuIot hole Sart stove 
the aye. Kocayed Testher belt with (te rusty buckle, and potr of wore 
euboy Boots ware the anly artifacts accompanying the Find." uncle the 
on ananaered (52 af, where mas the bog of Bis accomlten?), ft 
proved beyond a doubt that foul play of Sone kind had taken place in 

lay wel have bean a fabricatfon, aut att] adsttonal evidence cones to 





Tha Stokely murder case in 1812 proved toe the Tas Such episode In 
the Uritina-on-Stone ares. One of the sore colourful nexers of the 
riting-an-Stne detachnent ass {ntnataly fvolved Jn the fnvestigetion 
and Ue detais are certainly worthy of recall. In about 199, the 





Saal, his oldeet broter 

uring 1809 and 1910 thsircattTe ad been run together a8 single herd 
and divice the animals tnto separate hares. Brotherly Tove, however was 
rt especially prevalent anngst the sibling and they tmredtataly fell 
ts gn to defend Kimelf and that iF settlennt wis aot arrived at he 
July of the following years the dtepute over the cattle wae renoes 


n 
lananly opposed ta it. "ie would (settle) when he was goad and reat. 





the rIFTe Ne was Noting. The aryunent was settled: Fred droped to the 





rit inguen-Stoe was ordered to callact all the avatTsblo evidence 
oncoming th murder. Several weeks of cencotratas invert tsetien fl 
Towed, and by the tine the trial was canvas tn late October, seven 
tho trial fteelf lasted fag days and wes prosiced over by 














hang on Jamary 24, 1813. [passing Judjenent, wash comets 











as the provisfon of sueor, Both materfal and fora, tthe for desti- 




















The winter of 1910 was peticulaly severe, and {twas reported that a 
fear circumstances, Indications were thst there woud be 4 large 1s tn 








stables tn charge of tase detachaents were to Yssue al] the celle and 
‘Altnough the settlors were obged to travel tothe cuposts to pick 
Uris, patrots were sant out "ran Grassy Lake south, eaicine Lodge west, 





lon-Stone receved a grant of $26 a8 « rear for arduous work performed 
tnd hardships experienced, Wile inguring into tne condition of the 
ettlars tn the Wild Horse, Pendant Oras Tle, ang Kring-o6-Stane 
Gistrits, he was 40 baely frozen that wen be pulled off his clotaing, 
(ving toa crop failure fn 191, te RALWLIL. outposts were once 
aga use as relief centres. urstng-on-Stow and Pendent “orettle 





pied approximately fifty. The 14st reported case of destitution occurred 
‘in Fobranry 1912. Recording to Superintendent wisn, the detachnents 





The settlers were always sporecietive af ths help fron the mune. 


by on their patrols, Soverl af the man had standing invitations faethe 
Tocil citizenry t attend Sunday simoers. doe foneer recalleé that 8 

stronger, and ane bath Uancelves and the police with the Toca goss. On 
ore than one occasion these visite developed tnta rather Tegty affairs 

‘The olitiners used to met on the river fate and at the old Plies Saracks,* 
recalled ptoneer Paul Avot 

Tres, do's! would Set ines ast thre dye and tah. he ote ould 
‘Fron nar oe Fars 083 feta eventeg there would be oncing Tne peaate 




















Yerery but «god tie nevrtner.2F Ate of the pic stat 


the party. In Tie of the cstonary apple, Russel] Slacker recalled that 











a gala affair. In 110, digftarien tram as far any as Lathricge and 
Taber wore pravent at Sritin-on-Stoe. Charles Busser! foran of the Deer 
Crook Ranch: AL. Sat, & Tamer traw Latnbrige ond later deputy Attorney 
eneral of Mborias and Conse Sheen, formar prize-ahter and TSghtuetaht 
haoion, were fut e few of thse invtae, Aexanger“Seatty" Laurence, an 
rcanstable ang participant at the event, recaliea tht °A nnter of the 











Foorores 





vonthy Report *K ivision, Auoust 1883. ALCAN. Papers, 
RET sole, Fite 73. Publ te Arenves of Cannes, Oto 








oneal Report of Sypartntencant Deane "e" Ofteien, 1885. 
{tonal Papers of Casa sol. 29¢ no. 11 1836y'0- 99 


opty Report Dyson, ust 87 CIE, Far, EB, 


aren Report YK" Oytsion, Jors] 1902, RCHLP. Papers, NB, 
veret eho Pte 172. Robie srohiver ef cna ita 


Comsey, ritingconStane, p. 8 
B.Ca. Panes 8, vol Ty file TB, Bl Archives of 


2, m0. 15s TEM, po St. Chted tn Dosey, 





feria wh sh 





“re vivian, August 1882. 8,0.8 
ite 2th fae hrenvar of ana 





Yontmy Reports KOivisfon, Seceter 1897 and Janary 198 


FEHRZSCHRS, Fine 2. "hatte arotvesof Eom, Seem 








Setstons agers of fanaday vo! Sterno, 11, 1887, 9. 96; ond 
GSE epee vines tort 100), ALG, Fapers, R-, 





Pea ie ec ag eta i ay 
oir 2, no, 11, 1634, . 85. Cited tm Deosey, UETeTaER 























2. 





RCAF Papers RNB, 
nati, attne 


TC aoe Re ten. mat 


noua Report of Seperin 
Sova pers of tan 





Monty eons "Eo 
cording io rbot Lea 





e210. Pubt ie rantves of Cane, 


1, 24D, Fle 2, Fable Archives of 


fn, arch 1802, RLEMP. Paparsy BE, 








1. 1847, Fle 18. PubTEe Archiver of 


ony Qetaber 191. RLCN.E. Paners, 


Siotsion bats of colleetton suse, "Herberé (egy, usta 


a6 1826 (crestor, Brieton ala, 


01. 449, File 458. pubic Archives 


ol. 9, 1808 6, Pbtse Arenves of 


soni on on the Liquor Traffic fn Canada (Otte: Queen's 
fener 


ides 9. 177. Sorte 





i prohibits nor'shalt any such spirits, 
Ga Tour oF ay Ende menafctured 








2 
». 
6. 


x 


©. 


4. 











ef hetero goo aa 
Eee ae Sine aes Co oe en, 
te may, an thavevicance of ary credible witness thee thio Ret has 
nd te Se te re 
Se Wart WES Oats eh a ae 
Ege Se Sar AS Ral oe 
Rea merer thar ay aries one 
Sie Needle te Sea heh S  , 
Heo adhere oad One ao le 
fre cney sueaig Pac 

















oie 


onthly Report °K" Diyston, March 1099._ RCMP, Papers, R618, 
Wor dey le 185. buble srehiver et canatay Ott. 





Monthy tegort 09 biistn, due 15, ALCP. faprs, RTE, 


owenly Report 1° Oiviston, Auust 1892. 8.C..P. Papers, R61, 
tots th, File 24), unite noha of einai, Oetiva, ard danae 
Iepat 1 Sprtntenan fear, lvl, eh" aston 


Nenorarun, Conissicogr to Superintendent Deane, October 27, 
Tig aks Bl, STEHT Rest, tae. 











Poe Re eae 
He lth: ASE: EMT OEY, on, 
SOT att, 


fowal Sepa of Superintendent Deane, *k* Division. 1853, 
Sonal Papers of arate, vol. 270 fo, 10, Toate. #2. 







































«. 


‘0. 


8, 





a 





ry 


Yonthiy Report. *k! Divtston, September 190. 8.0.9.7. Papers, 
FEHR? eRe sy eve anes pte Arentees Cana, Otto 





agen Report *K" Oyision, dae 1912, R.CA.P, Papers, R18, 
Teed Pie 26, Upubie arenes ef canadh, eta, 
Distribution state of the Forces. Seteteat Papers of Cana 
Note ay no 12 1896 





nual Report of Sperintendent Denes 
Scena Sears of anode, vol 38,0 


Dtytston, 190. 





Aamatl Report of Comtsstoner A Bowen Perry, 1900. Session 
apets af tata, vos a6y no. ily 10Ne bo. 2 


Dfstribution 





Report for 1891, p. 70; and Lethbriage News, Nctober 21,185) 
ae tn bangs iets nS 





B.E.LP. Papers, 86-18, vol. 180, F128 15, Pabtte Ardves of 


ntervtea with 8. lachner, MTR River, Alberta, Fbrunry 5, 1576 


Nonthy Resort “X" Bivtston, September 1885. A.C... Papers, 
RETRY of oa, rite tals "pabiie Rrnivs’ of Canna, Ottawa 


fama apart of nspactar JY. ann “Diet, 130 
Sctslnal Boers of anata, ols S90 mo. 12, 1900, 5. 34 





Yanehy Report °K ivseton, duly 1908 
Whe By rile 227.” use arches, 








Yonthy Report °K" Bvtston, Qecenber 1863. 8.C.4.. Papers, 
Hevigy ote, tive Ph Rte arenes SF Conige, Ota 


anus Report of Swoeintendent Oeane for 189, pp. 92-89, Citad 
Jn bnprey BeltingansStaney 9. 07 


Arowal Report of Superintendent Oeae for 1854, pp. 82-93. Cited 
‘i bnpeey deleineen Seon 





Cited Sn oeosey, lrting-on stone, 9, 110 
Aamo Sesort, of Superintendent Deane for 1695, p. 934 and Leth 
Bela Aas Aut fy a0 hed Bue, eager, 


Sng Arch Se a Ra tn, 









Monty Regent °K" Dfyeton, June 1902, R.6..P. Papersy A618, 
wore getePs ok. CALAEC isch te oF cantySttnns ah ome, 





ieee a: a etglaeaes 
Es ese 











J UettingonStone p. 16 


leita ne 








Bids pe 5 





Iote., 9. 18 


sae "eonontne* Canada stated ate 





Lethurtdge Herate, October 30, 1812. cited (in Doosey, rein 
sca 





Letnedge Hale, Setober 29, 1912. Chted in Oempsey, Mottin 


Seton FT. 


re gles ene for tesiptive sitar." ae 47 peersen, 





ganna te 


peaetceytgos, ony tel In amnsey, Writ inane 





Lethbridee eral, October 1, 1912, cited tn Denseys Wr thns 





Nontmy Report °K Oftston, deerber 1810. g.Ct2. Papers, 
Neve ie, tie 16h "Pubic chives of Cana, Stang 











Yonemy Report °K: Divtsfon, February 1612. 8.6.1. Papers, 














‘Alice Cangbe, HIDE ver Country (Letibre: Hera Jab Printing 
SetesantTodehs "Be" thine tn Doupeyy hettinvan-Ston, 9-87 


Intervtew with Hrs. Werbura, HITE River, Alberta, February 5, 176 
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ROWDLES WIT THE FORCES ANO THE DECLINING YEARS 


inte the men station at Mr ting-onStone were generally 8 very 
age of the Noted Police. Those who took the dishonourable path of 
esertion have stready teen wantione, but several others ware brought 1 
fn charges which rested in stift tines, Sepriznsen, or bth 

ty far te most controversia? fneidene involved the unauthorized ex- 
larly when the police balpad then to hers tack stray cattle. With the 
Iw other! iens which wore normally never fond at he outpost. Super= 
intendenteate oth new ad eproved of this errangnent, provided of, 

‘slight change tn the 




















The wie winter oF 180-91, however, cess fon 
procedure for jssuing the meat ration. Instese of shiping 2 sixcaanth 
sae with a consigeable portion of the staple ration as well, The records 
OF A. Macdopala indteate thet roughly staty-five per cent of the Baking 
fonder, rice, and bacon ration were bartered aay. In exchange Corporal 
Dickson received thras eater of canned tomato, six and a haf cases of 
cared corm, to casts of evigorated apples, tox of Tenen peel, « czen 
Buttes of Tenn extract, o pat of syrup, ten pounds of currents, ten 
bounds of raising, 50 pounds of anions, tuo dozen cans of condensed wk 
‘ivesound rolls of breakfast bacon! The paliee officials at headquarters 
however dtd not view tis arrangement with the Benign neglect that had 
teed characteristic of Sigerintendent Qeane. fa Ingery xs ordered and 
ter « cansirable fuss retses ty CanisstonerWercher, Deane wes chs 
‘sed for his behaviour, In letter dated August 21, 1881 conptrolTor 

















hg [ene] sas wrong ta certifying one vaucor for the winter's suply 
1 boet"tar the Butpats sme taktng "sue bi) tar porcons thereat no 
‘Sealy aha ivne tthe tine et Snsmch ay Cprmen rao e 











y the tine the Snvestigution has run tte couse, Oeie, ty order of tne 
Iinister of justze, mas reauced two places on the Sentrity Mist of 

sessy cate ich ones aghinpereained ta the falsifiation of police 
Yachers. "nthe 4h day of Novena, 1913" read the charge against he 











st kriting-on-Stone Ihe) ste render and certify a flue voucer, to wit 
forte rent of seterbe? icc 1S and anouting to 02s 





or bis nels and horse fea, but 1f the money was refused he was under 

coon, hae toa him tat this was conon practice nang the pol coren 
on detacent uty. To strenathan nis ease ba reningoé the court of his 
‘upeccable background. The folToving 1S an extract fran the trial recor 
AU say, stron ay onthy 4 tat Cas Sgprant of the face Uae Twas 








nt Ngee 7 fate 5 ten 9th fasta fh, 
Trae reo extats omer in the eld county, in Yorctirs ii 





‘e's my intention to return the $3-an11ars od. Had’ know there would 
bata oyUving of this gseripeion | mould fat ave fren the vouchers 
Eins ivforce oth acjeorshrsters and Pout Theo ene te 








with T¥eson's explanations, wor with hs 1iaage, On February 8, 19 

















the areivat of the settlers Sn the late 1895. These Canaan ptoners 
Cultivated the Tend, built rods, and established 2 comuniations net 
‘nteroatione Soundry had been fenced and the numerous settlers prevented 
the fow fires thet did break out fron doing any rerous danage, 8 1904, 





Acted won" he ronerked, "HTK River Rigor, Writ ing-at-Stono, Fondant 





patgn ond the First Wore HOF was excessive. A Mriting-on-Stone the 
‘iced cancer Bit pernape the force was ao longer a viable fnstituton 
“andians a whole are very proud of the worldowide reputation which 
the Force hes nade," ne renarieg Biterly, "ut they my 25 wel? face the 
hn Oréer-in-comciTy dated Roverber 29, 1916, provided for the can- 
the province of Alberta, On Warch 1, 1817, 1 went into effect and th 
unted Police were thenceferard responsible for the entorceent of 
federal statutes ony.!® For those non who remained at the border outposts 
rast of thelr tine was spent patrolling the boundary with the object of 











duty was terminated. Therefore on fort] 12, 1916, Camtsstoer Perry 
‘ordered that al dotachants of the Lethrigge district, tncluding Leth- 
riage itself, were tote closod damectately."” Superintendent Pemnefatar 











revorted tht the orders ware duly carried out and hat 4,076 wiles were 
travelled by trai to contete te Jb.!? tn tay 18, he Writng-om 
the police resorve was relingutshed to the Department of the Interior.!* 
one the outpoct as clored fn 1918, the Royal orth Mast Mounted 
Police were naver agin stationed at Uriting-on-Stone. There were ru 
ours tht the police would return follacng the First orld ary but 
the butldings ware aia to ave been purpsely Sura dows by the ocal 
Criminal element fn the hopes of stscouraging ths very accurrence. There 
‘ken $n 192 (Glenbow photo wo. 108-457) shows the eaal shed as the only 
structure sti] staniing, Prior t9 at date, the barn mas ctsnatled 
tnd relocated approiontely tivo niles south of Sts original site 
under the direction of Provincial Pars Planing 







































Wl, 2283, Lettertoak af Temntestonar Cs Wo lerchner” Pantie 
Irohwes oe Eade, Ottawa 








PUBIC Archives" of Cannan, Otto ané Letter, Sinerintendant 
Beane: to Eomtastoets Hatch rf ips baeres RTs, 
fel 2I7a. Pubic rcatves or Gann, Ottva, Citad t amgety, 
(elismlan-stony p98 

umptrtter Fred White to comlsstoner, August 21, 181. ACHP. 


Faoers, #8, vel" 2175" Suplic Rraviyer of cane, Cita 
Cited fn temier,iriingconstane, m3. 








eG. tapes, 29-18, vol. 2701, oat 17, CharaesAaninst 
Fiwbare'of the Force. "wistic rch of dawany Ottma 


oe. 


Pubers of Canada, vole 3%, mo. 2s Tons, pe ie, SSS 
Deca, Mounted solic Life fm Canad, n. 9, cited fn De 
Wetting Ste, ase? 








Nonthy Report °K Ditston, Att 91. 8.0.4.2. Paars, RETR, 





CMP. Papers, B6-18, vol. 119, F128 1, Public Archives of 





oto 1 113, she soutat aunrtr of section 35 tonsa 
5 the RALULRcPS tugs ths reserve bien wan recurs Ot 
Secretary, Sepranont of the Interior February 3, 93. Pearar 
ttstan Poser Stenbn Archives, Calarge ho. O871/977, fe 1 


Chen tonpiey, Getsagconstine, 9. Vins ie REAP, Fe 
1 eStsdes RCO Fe Hastauartart dae, 




















Aan ary Miche A; fortian, tea ad 
"5i7" Wahasslogieal invertiguésonswritig-ar-Stoe MA.HLP. Post 
Aber Colles Mistic az Services Dees lon Paper @ 





“ian 


russel 
TiiStrlen on 5 February, MK sive, Alberta 





Te ee EO td ad oa ae 















anki, Job 6 





POHSIE' “Tian matery.t Canadian catetenn, Yr. 15, 9p. 3636. 





TSE" ArltngconeStone.* RCP. 0 





era, Vol. 28, pp 162-18 








1978 TEER TES SETS berabcRn Cnery trtaratons Comte. 





Goveruer o fapal Papers, aval foports of th Rortimest Mounted Police 
SEE 


jue tes se, sures trae, 








Pe gusterly, Vols 1, pp. 15187 








Ack titan Servicosuestrn Canada 1867-1925. Creston, British 


 ISiDers, Glenbow Archives 











9b Interview on 2 August, MEK Rivers A 











‘Orticlel focords in Pubic Archives of anata, Otte. 6-18 





195 sl Comteeton on te Liquor Teac tn Gass. ttaus 
Raine 


“seony Lanronce acs days at ritne-onSap.* 


te ara 





seat ar bis eer ce ttapmm icteas Torentos 
he parton Archiver Sores, MPOPHITT Ryerson 








Sterburg Caries sian 





Bishan se fat. he Eat Hatry of the Nort Ue ty 








etter iar 
1357 rset far and 8 
Sti "Nivstin-on-Ston." Canada Tiuatcted Marine, Vol. 1s po 
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“TGES"” GENE atver country. Letorsdge: Letabriae Herald Job 





pelt. Canton: plied Art Products Lt 





1975 (ed) Henin Scarlet. Historical Soctety of Albert: 
cei Sha dna Stanae est 





197 “The Race etacme at Uritingon-Stone in Tbr 








“SEE SSUPEsng-on-stne along the Wi River.* The Beaver, pp. 2228, 














iS The aides ofthe Pains. A focord of te Rona tar Vet 
Ae ASS OE ES gi enten? eos tory 





ite Raertsn hare Rat ahr 











‘eng "pelgn” Garden City, New York: Subledhy 6 Go. Te. 


ors “*EhelNortnaest Nowntes Folica, T872-gp2. Ottawa: King's Printer. 











‘ Set the Ropder cs 98. 
65 Petube lige Southern Printing tvpany Led. 
HepinscenStane, Seventh toma Conference Aigerta Society 
Er Fettalean setogists. waverton, septenber 1857 





DISTRIUTION OF FORE, HORTINEST OUTED POLICE 





ARITINE-OF STONE DETACHRENT 
Sot, Cpl. Const. Sp. const, Total arses 
ry 





ote: Figures are ten tr the Sonerintendnt!s tual Reports 
Ele Bence Teh kel Repro ribation ot 





Sanaary 102 


February 902 


Decanter 1908 








N01 10 


Coraral WS, Lega, 


fororal v5, tesain 





Canstabte LSet ther 


Conetaote i i ston 


Corporat $, Lesain 


ass ee 





fonstable WW. tuston 








Senterber 


1903 


1900 


1906 





anstable 


Ecntabe fe a 


Corporat, # 
Eetable iW 





6. C. Fock 


netaste 8: Ussparence 


Cretable BLexparence 


Eenetante'b. 


toon 


co 





Mugust 1908: 


oventer 1908 


Decerber 808 


Sanvary 208 


ay 1908 
ne 1906 
uly o08 
pest 1008 





Comer tok 


forparal.c. 2. 6 
Special constable 





‘ran 


Spetal coatabie etter 


srry tas a 


Constable (a Selither, 
Speefat Eanetable Stexter 


Soeefat Eondtabte "stekter 








Special Consabner tute 


Sergeant, Sexton 
Special Eancabre ts Setter 








otaber 


Fetraary 


vy 


uly 


ovenbor 


10s: 


1908 


1906 


1196 


1996: 


1196 


Eenabie jae terete 
Sectat fonzaite Sitter 


ametatte jie karsiey 
Specfat Eansabte Setter 


Sargeant F, Sexton 
anstanle ite tarsley 
Stat Constabte L: stetter 


eset Soren, 
Speci eardtabe-U.texter 


Sfecla eordtaieU tekter 
Stetate f. fr nedonats 


Shella conetale L, stetter 


Special Constabte sath 


Special constibte ie smith 


Constable a Dickson 


Constable Nk Dickson 


Constable NM. Deke 





ort 


1o07 


1908 


1908 


908 





sonata NM Dieasen 





Constable NM. ntckson 
SSCA Boniabne 83 coe 


Spee Eonstaine A: base 











Speci Constable A 0. Fe Bushe 
Spactal gonctable We Brown 


rei Foniabte Bown 


Constable ¢. 0'Comor 





6,0 ong 
Sfectal fonsabte Sram 


Spretat Conable Es 0. Fitzgerata 


canetabte ¢ O'tomor 
Spoil eoretate' Eo. eitzgert 


Siete 'fonsabie Parker 
SCY Eondeane 8" artor 


cctoter 1908 


Decerber 908 


aren 190 


ine 100 





Special Constable 8. Parker 


Eonstable ¢. 6'Conor 





anstabte . o:comor 
Svecat Earetvie 3 Parker 








Canstabte 0. Sra, 
Sseeay Eonetaine 3 Parker 


anstabte U.S, 


Ssectat Eantabte Beresford 


anstabte ore 
Speetat Eantabte "eresford 


Constable £. tron 





anstable fv. Gran 
uel kb te 



























aly 


suoest 


Seotanter 


otaber 


1910 


10 


am 


Constable HY. Green 
Eeneabie AP: ise 


Special Eonseabte Berend 





Constable. H. Soget 


seau ae 


Constable AP. white 
Speetal Coetabte Vat Hose 


Spectal costae Tat Noga 








anstable J. Cansick 
Sree kb Fost 


Specat Eonataine fe Hoga 


fonstable J. £. Canstck 
Eimetaste LE brors-Loe 
Specat Consaite fat Mags 


{ 
i 
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| 
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ett 


over 


vecerber 


vom 


wm 


a 


Special Eoniaite al Mose 


Constable W. 8 Marsa 
Special Eonéabte Yel Yona 


Constable P. Yarsatt 
Fantasie A: hie 
Spetat Eansaite 8 Lesperence 


Constable AL PL hice 
Soeefat eanetabte 8 Lesperence 


SpeealEonetaite P sevters 


anstabte AP. on 
Soecat Eoretaine Ya Yoos 





engtatle A Wisee 
Specal Eorstaite Ya Woo 


SSecay Conétaine Wa one 


Canetable K.P. Marsha 
foram 4 Fe 


instatle Ac po uniee 
Soucy constaite Yat Moos 


anette 8. Haren 


Speciay Coneabte fa) ona 











ave (9 #011) 


(west ons to be ansuered by faplicant tn Ms eam hart tin: 


(1) Wat has been your occupation during the last ¢ 





(2) to yeu understand the care and sarapenent of horses, ané can you 
(2) Have you 8¢ ey tina served fn any MIKtarY or Pole Foren: 
0, whens ant wy ware you dschargec? 





and en rejected y the Mica) examiner? 
(6) wats your ager 
(7) tow you marries or sista? 











inert toene, 
stant, 






Prewatien, 
sions, 














Force te particulary givin to the acess ty for bserving the ummost 





hers Tanurfes, oF even the ordinary cantorts of Ife to when they have 
having abundant epportnity for Sudfctous chee, omy those absolutely 
free fron any pysteal or eanstftuttona defect should be received 
possession of the Department, ary dtatinctive marks, a ll as orinany 
festures pacliar tothe indvtoia shouldbe carefully nated 

fy bo know ta be adetcted to the Ynordinate ute of alco, onan 

The Tange and heart mist be dovotd of dieense or (een so far a6 can 
be sutaed) enter to disease. 

The digestive organ, tenting withthe teeth, neathy: the hearing 





As much of their ety willbe perforned inthe saddle spectal care 
should be observed that no disease, comenttal or acgutred, exists fn 
‘Te minimus height fs & feet 8 Inches the minim chest masurenent 
55 fnehas, and the maximum wetaht 175 Te 
‘The medical exanination fee pata by Ui Goverment throughout Cane, 






































































































































Dee. The water anc foes at 











Placing one twenty-four miles south of 
Wik River Ridge" twenty-five mts further south and « 1ttTe east; one at 
ret te, tnrtyetivemftes still further ast, 





post was also ertablishegmideay betaten he MIT River Ridge Detacnent and 

Bhat on the St Mary's River, (Fife 

‘at the mole frontier from the bags of the Rockies to the heed of eke 

Cypress, sore the auty was taken up By YA" otviston, nas closely watches 
Stations soule also be Bult for the detachents fron Letnrioge at 

(50 ites) belay too great. By your direction a quantity of hay has boon 

‘Haeributed in stacks betven Letaridge and Pendant €0ret Ile, so that, should 





ah ales southeetst of Macleod) 50 





ener nee, ie}. 





2. I selected the men for deitish Colubiay 2nd sent out the relief to Pen 
aretval of *¥" Ofiston, whieh mar shorty &o relfeve we. 

'h the sane afternoon, [une @, 187] Inspector Bradley had by ny orders 
fine out to relieve the toasts an Mk iver Ridge and Kipp!® Coulee, 
fen é'Orei1ie Coule unt further orders. Inepactor Likely to take charge of 











8 


fiver Ridge and fron there, via Writing Stone to Pn a'OrefTTe Coulee, bath 
the banks being acessibTe are mich used by travelers and Taw-breakars in 
crossing the Douncary. Seton these He points there are sixteen very Mh 
toved out to Shdvater Lake, and found that a detacent at Pen d'redTIe 
Cress Bie 

nthe Sth oriT {sent Inspector Wd fn charge of the nen to be posted 
far patrol outy, and tn accordance with ay Snstrations he posted two constables 
at Kipp's Coulee a6 cannacting Tink Satioon Milk River Rian ard Lettie, 











Bring the ine the division remsines fn he district, constant patrol~ 
of "Divison communicating with wy gost at Milk River Alege, vofeh petrofied 
a far ar No, 2 Fost of ** Divison, sftuted near the soutievst point of 

the Cypress Hills, The tole of the etachnents sent out patrols to the Soul 
are during each day, and men with field glazes, stated on ion TIS, Sut 
reaingss to proceed with ay division to aotenay District, x6. sent out & 








~ seaglona) Papers of cam, vo.21, m0. 175 1886, po. 52-57 (report 
oF Sipertntenont'S. Steel, Tai). 





3. Loy buttatngs with staies and corrals fave been Built at convenient 
ticularly slong the base of the Cypress #55 

but aarlser and stay Tater in te season tat thay otnerwise could, and tf 

Vloned the naeseary null amount of maney, T propose next season to bull 

















1 convient sitantions alt ong the frontier, the labor betng done by the 
Fotice. and by putting up hay at these posts, a great saving of horse flesh 
with role 





~ Sesstonat Papers of carade, val 21, m0. 17, This. 8 (report of 


anise? Ewe were, a7) 








4. baring the tne 1 [Steele] was out and 1 travelled ia tips Coulen, he 
et End of Hk River dge, Uniting Stone, Pen ores Coulee and Pace 


tes and decided to recomend to you tht partes consisting of 1 Hon Can 
Ofcer and five nen shoud be stationed at alt the gaits but the Tart neds 








thao Sergeants spd 7 nen to Wik 
Gordon ang five nan a& hritig Stone (or Rocks) 

1 Goperintendent Steele] would recomend strongly thatthe detacnents 
ong Mk River be Sncrensd to afk Canetables etch, and tht to sore 
etacents be placed, one betieen Pan coreilTe ad Hing Stone, an 
ter teteeen the latter place and he HVT River Rdg 

On the I6th May, Inspector Likely relieved Inspector Wood, who Had been 
‘in charge of the detachments on outpost duty, and te Latter Officer raturaee 











here Sunday morning the 29m May, from Regina, Sergeant Uitte has since retuned 
Koteny Ofstrict, Uritieh Columb, and that thirty en of "E" Uivsion waste 
Tove Calgtry for Lethbridge for the purpose of taking the cutpost cuties unt 
the arrival of *K* Division fram the Aorth Nay 29 ard that (mat at once 








RCMP, Papers: RIB, ol. 1059, Fe 172 Apr-May 187 


5: 1 [Assfstant comsssioner Marcher] arrived at Weting Stone distant 








tion. The site of cp {5 excellent, good water nd feed, but no wood 
fron etnbrige. f arrived at Wilk River Rigge on 140n, a distant 2 
+ isiperincandontNetomel?] recomend that alt the cutpasts of K be 


A.CALP. Fapars: ROB, vol, 1071, file 109, Octoberovenber 187, 





6. Inspector 2. Weds the officer selected to tate charge of the petro 
ons (along the Wik River], Teft Letabrie with nen, horses and eautreest 
through Kgp's outeey where he Teft two men to act a8 a comecting Link 
with Lethirige and turned sovtenst nua point on the HTK River brown 
out fron Latr{Gge and efght niles fran the NITE River, We party rested, 
Early the ext moring 4 fVerce bitzzRrd event dwn on the weary travellers 








this point, Inspector Mood continued ta Pendant "Orel Coulee whieh had 
1" afvisian patrol cigs were tn operation a Kigp's Coulee on the old Benton 








hen, in Hey, "9° Division was wart for dty tn the Kootenay district and jn 








1. AR Writing on Stone there fs woud for firing, and sone Tops have been 
vp butlaina, tut ong to the epsente among aur horses the Togs could not 
te got out. A tral about four mes Tong has, however bean cut fron the 

40 that the Tope canbe "anked” ben horsecpwer fs senile, This is en 





oF Sopertatendent Dean Tor ead), * "Oo" "Pe Pe (esper 





8. axe year, with your [lobe Raconstd]permisston, 1 propose to 
ep our men out aI1 winter and will be 8 grant ving inthe constitutions 
fof oth nen and horses, In the early spring and late fall bath meet, oceasion- 














= RCMP. Paperss AG-18, vol, 103, file 166, AartTey 1886 














and lake very badly dung the rain. sent out our last to now tents 
next morning. 
(hn the 7th ina. U shifted Kring on Stone cap, to better feting 
Tcan learn there 1s no tier at Xipp's Coulee, oF at HIT River Ridge 
‘At Writing on Stone, the resrat tinber f= 20 miler distant on the Hest 


ALCM.P. Papers: ROCTR, vol. 1111, f1Te 193, May-ouly 108. 


11, The cap at tas place 4e row on this side of she river ond ima suitaste 
place for permanent butldings. Logs, sutfictent to bulld a stable to contain 
10 horses, can be procurred within & niles of camp. They are fn a coulee 
inch eitticat of acess ut Serotont Toed and Constable Nesue (on 
Tunterman) are conticent vey can get then {logs} out, « 1 think #¢ wu 
Detter to DUI6 the Barrack roine, ete., of lumber = accomodation for # ren 





= Rc.H.P, Papers: RG=18, vol. 1116, fle 301, puly 1988 
{superintendent Deane #3 Conassstoner-] 


12, The detacinents at Writing on Stone and Penfont Oreille are setting 
‘ut 19g for buiing stables, andy as T have before reporteé hope to get 





A.CAM.P, Papers: RG-18, vol. 1102, file 145, August tesa, | 








be pertornee nore efficiently, if one or tw (according to cireusstances) 

ck horses were siplied to exch outpost. ity these should be furfahed & 

small A tant Ihe, the "Lente aabu®(ootes 4 f2.) en will accoredete 3 nen, | 
tnd wih whieh auth 8 party can patro for 3 ays without ineomentence, At 








{orate (40 mites) he $e bl 9ed to roe, frrarpective of weather ete. end 














= RGM. Papers! AO-18, vel, 2, $818 973, August Te 











report afon which Ihave ready sat yu, 





RCHLP. Papers: GcI8, vol. 1101, te 183, Septntor 188, 


16. « foun the tants agate pftcted im th Tong erase clove tothe burnt 
around, I got the burnt ground sept ard carp put on {t thi making & 
food Fire gard, {was to dangerous to leave St Sn the Tong grass 


REM, Par: G8, vot 16, File 201, 11 dear 1. 





RCMP. Papers: R18, yo. INTL, fe 193, 26 staber oH 





Coulee detacewnts, also tuo mon fron Mk River Ridge arrived In Barracks 


= RCNP. Papers: G18, vol. 21, Fle 373, tovenber 188 
1B. A pemarenteatp hasbeen built this year at Uritig on Stone, and 








40 ft hs been constructed, and about 20 tons of May put up. The cap te 
fd butlding ever since dune. Hang the Tose com the coulee mis rough 
snth's shop nas Jus Seen completed and the ass tant farier wit! resin 





In alt respects thie ts a nell aStuated port, entirely aut of sioht fram 





‘ore to the Snot Grass Hille and inthe Hine of travel 





Without, and our army 15 the general publics te Isolated settler ose repose 
4oreiig and WIk River Ridge]. In the purebse of mtarial for rofe 

Floors and etey and tonts, Ihave expeniedapproxinately $975, which wilt 
Tesve $125 tobe distributed tn working ay 


BP ISDHcenabb ean egy" PO" TPH 





10, The erection of confortable outposts as. as freih 














i 
| 





vol. 235 no. 105 1880, 9. 2 














Shingles, 18,800.00 ke 





So ARR, Seo eee 





22, rieingson-Stone 
fot 26 ater fron tm Rege 
Constets of 1 nen con (Sarat. shite) 
2aagzon horse 
Wien the folowing exceptions 
would reciorand that 8 house 20x16! with Teancto Bitchen 12°16 
and sabe 20518" be erected. sas ft {6 advisable to heap this detache 
the ravine in which 4s the Cnber. . . . Uriting Stone 4s an Important point 








suffering fram dysentery = navieg been taken 411 almost iomsietaty on 
tat the HIK River below Uriting-onStone has cease to rut. The mn would 
have to dig welts any nay for Be winter and 2M they are rw cong. 


the river botton ant at the mouth of a lege coule where the feed {5 excel- 
lent ant where a few hinares fest of fencing wiTT coral the horses effectively 








25, Gotobar 3, 1888: Ins. Baker reports that the AuiTings at Hei ting- 
fn-Stane are coopletad, plastered within wih Ting and without with clay 








ctober 1869: The buildings for the detachment at Urting on Stone 
sre copleted and the men and horse will te very confortable. Ne. Hoenate 


Sovell afd he hed not seen any better Tog Houses even in Ontario. 





R.CMLP. Tapers! RGB, vol. 90, file Tat, Octaber 1038 


perforeud the 7 horses having traveled 200 ales fran the 12h to the 18th 


=RLGNP, Paperss R18, vol, 20, fA10 190, tovenber 10 








2. List of oo ents nade during the year 1850 18 the 








= RGN. Papert: R18, 01.27, F816 965, Noveber 189. 








barrack Comex (R21 


‘The barrack building ot Mritingon-Stne wis constructed 4m 1989, 18 
the structure had ta be shthad ine wit butlding paper (orebably neta 
paver) ond wood, This wes dane fn 152. Ov several secasfons the Bulg 








ruck building mis rehingla, wiftemshes ane perhaps refed with te Trber 
rated tat “Much need repre were 3150 dove 2t Heiting-on-Stne. 














 [feehen “{leen-te) 1206 








ren com (Carl. Masintethan) 
found everything crest, 1m gfod order and fo complaints. A coral has been 





enna and sting Stane 








to of Togs 1620" (s also being aed to the present butting 
ich wit? afford a roan for an officer and aother forthe 1.0.0, in char: 
this adaitfon will have 8 shingle roof: andthe mate Suiteg wil) fave 8 





= RGN. Paparss R68, vol. 1187, file 230, Rovenber 1680 





to adbitfon (R..0, quartars] to last year's Rouse 16x20 
omission officer in charge of the detacinant, 





Sessions] Papers of Canada, vol. 28, oa. 15, 1681, 9. 8 
to Tine thn with *antTle Tining ad a cell ng of the sane material wouté 


= LEAN. Papers: SEG, vol. 62, #86 207, duly 1952 








By vl. £2, {Mle 247, Saptnber 1092 


©... sbarack room was ry cold winter; © 1S now beng stented Inside 








Sassiona” Papers af Canada, vol 25, #0. 9, 18535 0. 





shinaless which Corp, Gickson can put on rund the stove ptpe 








RCMP. Papers: AIO, vo. 74, He 73, uly 1893 


10, Corp Dfckeon's room fs infected by buss and he was steeping fn the 
pen air. fave now sent ut sone insectetde. 











Sess onal Papers of Canada, vol. 27, 90. 11, 1854, pat 


= RLGMLP. Papers! A018, vals YO fHTe 1315 Aoust 195 


fe 131, septenbor 1056. 





14. Ste bushels of Tine are also resutred to repaster the Houses, which 
were vey cold Taet winter. The non hve Sought pOtRE and white Tead for 





= RLGNPs Paperss R518, wel. 1338, FH1e 119, Seotenber 1895, 


RCMP, Foperes ROB, vat. 112, File 72%, Hoverber 1685. 





16. Inspector MI VYans reports tht the Barrack room an kitchen at Mri tine 


17. Statement of Repars, 2déttions, painting etc.y required in °K Division, 
i River ida6 


=R.GHLP. Paporst 6-18, vol, 1923, tHe 32, 1895-1096 


asset fn, ant the rand, which are Becanig fatry goed, will now becone 





fe 25, March 1296 


19, aust now tiey are busy about thet Rowse, the Tower logs have rotted, 
td are to be replaced hy at siT18 taken fran 2 hay racks, wich we da 





= RCNP. Papeest O18, ols Ny fle 25, June 1896 


replaced then by & sandstone foundation. Tht Srorovenent and & now Kitchen 


‘ger to the sane Suteing canprise the extent of repairs on che Mik Fier. 


= Setafonal Papers of Cama, vol. 2 








ro. 11,1897, 9, 97 








2 constables, 
Lot 8 fn hand tester. 
2 Vine rider (1 spectaly 1 Aerio 
the outer detactments with horses be shod, f0 hat this catachnent ts aluays 





ty and uSTt a Tow stooe wal) a1 round the blding, 


= RLGMLP. Papure® -18, ol. 23h, #106 27, May 1902. 


22, dnorack Bufleing contains berrck roow to had Six men, mess ru and 
tnd iapectig officer, Buf of 19, shingle voor. In fair order. Roqures 





= RGF. Papers: 6-18, ol, 197, fie 78, duly 1902 





= RENE. Papers: S618, vol 197, Fe 78, August 1902 








= RCMP. Papert: AO-18, vol. 250, Fle 1775 Janary 1903 


rsting om Sane 








Eft ¢7eycov sab tnt fr'avses from otertetacients 1268 


R.CM.P. Papers: RIB, vo. 274, fHl6 282 duly 1900, 


voiteshed outelde and printed inde, nenness ad tidynss 





29, Witing on Stone, MID River Rage and Pendant "Ore detachants ave 
teen painted insige and whitenisha outeide, They ware clean and tidy. The 





SRN, Papers: RIB, vol. 250, 00 17, Noveber 1903. 


and sate roo, Slaclanttn step repired, token na Flac, sheetd inside 


= REM. Papers: WG-18, vol, 152, file 19, March 10s. 


52, The buldings a Mriting on Stone and Pndant oreflt are reprted tobe 
Infested att oes Tf these detachnts ave to be Kept up ne Builge 


BLOF, Papers: R18, vol. 115, te 202, August 1906 








HA. The Penant "oreitie and Writing on Stare butldings considerably danaged 





= RCMP, Paporss AO-18, vol. 353, fHTe 1524 June 1808, 
tere ended, Al] the oats (200 Tbe) and mst oF the hay was seas 





Dfterwoving ané piling up the golSce property ani driving the Horses vp 








SRIF. Papers: R18, vol. 369, Fie 371, June 1908. 


56. The 016 log shacks and stables at Writing on Store, Pendant <"OreHTe and 





Cngostbie et hey have got ito the old logs and there fs no way of getting 


RCMP. Fapers: RGB, vol. 386, File 156, December 1910 


os 


47. ausldinges No change. 1 suboited an Estinate oF reneals andre 





ot was unable to estimate on ney Detachnen buildings as tis nod have to 
Stone, Pendant d'GrefIle, Hd Horse and Mecine Lodge. 


Chloride of Line tobe cistributee aang your Tine dezacinents 





+ Sexsiona Pagers of tx 





01. M6, no, 20, 1912, os 12 





40. would consider tint stable busTdiags could be erected For $2,000 exch, 
Inclubing freight (Uriting-on-Stone ard Pendant Ore) 


+ Sestona] apars of Cae 





+ Sexsions) Papers of Cana, vol. 48, ro, 28, 198, p81 


16, omman Taber 
Pits Sainte ns 

Jolibe unde used 

Poat.on 

4 Lam Black, 

4 Gl, Gai ee Pent 

2 GGla. Sniate Stain 

















AE present this 45 avery nasty place to crass, and nthe erly hiner 





44, Transport Bont servfcesbie 
Carters cove property. Haye ow dean paint tnstda wich 
stables Clean, well ventilated and santtony. 


ther Butlngs Hay sad = The ld stone ueing ta Tote, 


Snot fnstractea'S/sergt: fancy 10 have thls done 





= RCMP. Papers: S618, vol 107, F163, July 1906. 


45. Won neeced repairs were also done at Uriting-on-Stne 








45. (Catertor window framing on the Barrack bullding and H..0."s qurters 
y not painted.) 





rick rad. The Snterior vals were pro 


47, Intertor of barrack bufing was wi tenethed.] 


48, [Interfor of Barrack bulding was unstemshad.) 


+ Unarvten with Russel) laciner, 5 February 1976 


49, {The window 41115 tn the Snterfr of the barrack buflaing were varnished 
These ware ite porcelain doar knbs en the front door, with leaf hinges, 





tongue-imgroove ganeng in the front porch, but one was abla ta sae through 
the exterior, plan lumber, coveries.} 








Intervion with Frank Say § February 176 


51. Adons, ot al» Arshaglaniea|_ jnesh {tions WeitingonsStone BG. 








1 foot fron rod was dnstalled to prevent 1t fron spanging at the vee 
‘he butlding was remided at Teast talce and was whtanashad on several 
Tuber Seine hauled fram Coutts, Alberts. This project mas completes at 2 








cot of $3, 


Mohan Etonto) a 


RCMP, Paperss R18, vol. 37, fle 98, Novenber 189 


2 the stable measures 20. by 188, shingle refed, and capable of 


+ Seatons| fapars of Canad, vol. 23, m0. 10, 1090, gp. 845 


3, Tere was a very igh wind on the wight Of He Zand, the Habart me 
has ben experianced sn Ue HTK River valley, and on ny arrival at rieing 





ell, The alls have sprene about 10 fnehes aires. 


= RCHLP, Papers: RTE, vol 1398, ¢1Te 18, Septenber 1295 


RGA? Papers: RG-13, vol. 129, Fite 66, June 187 


= RLCMLF. Paporss ASWTG, vol. 168, f¥te 15, January 190 








6. Stable, lag, shingle root, hold 8 horses. In fair onder. Requires 





= RAEN. Papers: SGA, vol. 1497, fle 78, July 1002, 
= RR. Papers: AGH18, val, WOT, fe To, oust 1902 





= RGF Papers: O18, vol, 294, FHe 26, March 196, 





lor] th holes. Compl. Brover hen fn charge had been F109 ft wth 
‘shes aking 1 VIR dirty. It wil tate 1000 foot of plank to aor 
the state {can hve tafe complete by Pal Auden for $5.02 we 


= ANP. Papert: RETE, vl. 1569, tHe 35, October 1806. 
= RCM. Papers: AOA, vol. 5315, file 202, Rovner 1906 
11. the stables in the Pest hive been punted and Tine washed, 29 e120 





2, vr.AO, {Ae 162, Saptanber 193 


12, (The barn doar was conetructd fn to parts (Outeh oor] 








14. [The bom mas constructed of cottaniod Taps, and the roof was shined 
Ne. Aste oid or renebar # door oF an opening $n the rear (north) sal? of 
the sable] 





15. [Tee was horizontal fe beam Teated approxinately half-way uo the 
stable reef.) 





= Intervie with dot and william o'kara, & Febrary 1976. 


7. {There was 8 st? opening fn the rear CHorth) walt of the stable} 





Yost: The Findings of the stable, Horse Shelter and Tack Roon, pp. 1-11 and 











Lease Stables (R22): 


but €O0 feet of Tuber nas uted to constrict the rf. The wells ore re- 
portea to have bean tuiTt of straw ané poles. In 1896, this etrocture vas 
The second Vean-to was partially demolished in 1902 ane replaced by 2 woods 
of $27.16 mis expended for the Totter protect. 








1 On 10 Oct: very heny Stora oF rain and eet 
On 17 Oct: Detactene employed geting ovt rats and Freon 

wood and posts ané poles for “Tean-to" stdle 
(Om 31 Get: Gtting out past & ete and butlding stable 





= RGM Papers: AG-18, vol, 1199, fle 348, detober 190. 





2.60 foot of lnter to construct a ronf for the horse shelters this is 








1276, cea 





ve 


= RNP, Pagers: R18, ol. 52, fA1e 36, Noveber 1891 





4. on areSvng at riting-on-Stone an Frisiy last 1 found the ot stron 
sabe resoved. Coral Dickson Snford me Cat i had partisly fatten 





feu with the storm of the to previous days and thet as he found times 











ting on Stone and Pendant d'Oree with sods and poles, and with clay 


5. A writing-on-Stne a warm and ron shelter for extra horses has boon 


+ Sesefonn Papers of Cams, vol, 28, 90. 1, 1886, ps 98 





= RCMP. Papers: 18, ol. 129, fe 6, dune 1897 


= RGF. Papers: O18, woh. 1400, Fite 18, Apr 1902, 





= RLGMLP. Paperet G18, vol, UOT, fe Thy August 192 


1D... the Rest Camtsstoner recomended. . tat the Sod stables Heites 
om Stne shee be torn down. There 15 Rot emuph stable rou there for the 
sal. 1 sould ask authors for expenditure of $27.16 for the purpose of 
thing a Tanto on he Hest end of Oe prasent log stable size 108 ft 
inflata tha bull at Fondant <!OrefTIe. This wl give four extra stalls, 
‘and wil put all aur detachnats tn very sped shape for the winter 








Flooring for Kitchen, beracts ond nav cell ng 50 
utiging a nev eou sasie 12a far hoger am other Detachants 42:06 








12, Painted Sas ide and cuties and viftewshed, Moor in kitchen, nay costables 





RCMP. Papers: RGB, vo 274, F318 269, March 1908 











1. have Oi honour ta report tht an Saturday the Sth Snst, the river 
The blzcksttn shop was vapt amy, the o0" caught fn Sone LAT) trees 





the things up s0 nigh there was TeIe demos done to property. The mall of 
20 yards on the west sige and 130 yards on the eastside, the water closet 





the 8th inst. I retureé tothe Oetacrmant with Seat. Olver and Cons 





R.GALP, Papers: REIB, vol. 359, Fle 371, Jane 1808 














lacksntth Shp (ROMA ard 2348) 


The first Mlckenith shop at Witing-an-Stane was constructed fa 1390. 
‘kane resorted tnt the builng coulé be easty replaced andthe 1898 
reports thow at“ new and mich better shop, measuring 21x 22 Feet 


2. A blackanith's shop tas ust bean completed and the assistant faster 
iT ranain at? the winter, wT) the veterinary sugean, 


+ Seaioeal apars of Canad, vol. 23, m0. 10, 1090, gp. 8-48 


3st got ate 








SRLCALP, Papers: RIB, ol. 127, fle 20, Roventer 1290 


stout 6 nfler op the coutee, a BTacknith's shop 18 x 28 feat, with © mud 








sessional Papers of 





10 
5. Specal Constable Gfbert Teftehis morning wit a four torse team 
nd Youd of Tutber for roofing the Blacksnth's shop, horse shelter and 











8. The Comtsstoner sirects wo to report that the Blacksath's shop at 
riting on Stone was accidently burnt down during 4 gale on the night oF the 
Sone rine which wis atTed on te wall opposite the anviT. The Butlog was 
fn old Tog one ard ca be replaces easily, Te only real loss war the Betws 
nd they were an oTé pair. The tools can be reteaperes and wiIT be f9¢ for use 





RLGANP, Papers AEB, vol. 905 {He 138, Oecenbar 168 


that the Bachanith's shop at Hriting on Stone and alt the taols hd been 

















the tools coe be re-terpered but athe blacksmiths apron apoears #9 have 
fon Stone detachent, Ts Bulag canbe easily replaced during the present 
Wrntar- We can ext Tog below Pandent'Oretle and haul then up the See 











on the rivera distance of about 45 we. 


SRLGNLP, Papers: RENE, vol. Hy 90, 735 Oecenbar 185 


10, The windy te ky Bl 8 perfect gi aout that ine an a) 
Mah ad to ney fonts gant pce of pod Tock tat they were frre 
tert in pevrsig eh sack fam eig levelled to th ground ike the 
tats seson ofthe years ond tinker can be hl at o tar #D Oey and 





omententy hauled on the fo9 Jost tows so 
to make & goo size stp. 
CAMP. Pepers: RIB, vol. 80, Fite 135, December 1883, 





1. The otdblacksnith stop at Writing-on-Stone was burnt dawn Secrber 
tact. A spark rom the forge mst have Toqesbetwen the Togs behind the 
ine seren ann te event was fenned Int flae by 2 High wind wich 
. fed tram been Penfant ‘ret, a distance 





90.00. Tt 1s a god butlding witha *squeezer* attacked for brandiog horses 


~ Sessonel fapers of Cantda, val, 285 98-9, 1895, 9.95 





ankey wrench. «1 fan mane hale, 1 Axe hanes, « 2 














ruses paint. «<2 Apron Teather... <1 Files 1 
ey hole sans veel nif shoeing. | Hey sheets. = 3 


you tntantbufling the naw Blaksntth shop on the old site or wit? you 
have a tev on chosen? I thi one sauth anda Tithe east of the stables 
Srks would be eut of the erect lin of the may stacks the prevailing winds 





RLCALP, Papa: ROB, vo. 91, file M6, Febrary 1884 





SRIF, Papurss 18, wo. 1286 ¢HTe 175 Apr 105, 


m the 208h inst const. Younsin witha & Rose teanTeft for Uriting 


= AGNP, Papers: RIB, vl. 1307, fle 192, sprit 168 








15, On the Zt Const Nountatn with #4 horse team lef for Urieing or 
Stone, carrying shingles etc f0F the root of the blackenth's shop at 











= RLGINP. Papers: R518, ol. 197, file 78, duly 1902 


to do the work this wee tang t0 have ventlation of each stable 


SRP, Peres R18, vol. TSI, fe 18, Noveber 193. 





= RNP, Papers: RTE, vol. 2M, #818 389, Mare 190, 





shop at the foruer place [Writing-2r-Stone] being 
ashes auay [by Flood of Jane 8] 


21. We euteras 9 bit at iting on Stone and Fenant d'refTie, at the 





0 be built either at Urseing om 





= ALCP. Papers: RE-IE, vol. 95, #418182, May 1906 


22. have the honour te report thi on Saturday the &th Inst. the river 
subenly rose about 12 feet betseen 12 sean and 2 p.m 





wore flooded. IT the oats (200 The) and nose oF the ay as soaked, 
ings up 40 high there was 1stle dnaae don *9 property. Te sail of 
200 yards on the west side and 130 yards on the east side, tho water cTaset 














friving be horses up Police Coulee, Const. O'Canmor and Spl. Const. Parker 
Tet the Getacent fer Jahn Botn's place on Rocky Costes. 

risen to oF tree feet, {cane to the Datacngnt again about 7 A.M. on the 
inst I retured to the Oeacheent with Seat. OMver and Const. Green wen 


= RCM. Papers! WU-18, vol, 352, fe 71, dune Tot, 











en House (R28) 


ALGAE. Papers: AGB, vo. 1538, fHT6 19, Septnber 195, 


2, Mans, atay Obs ett poe 2 257272 





fn 1050. 18 was tulle oF Togs, measured 10 fet ty 12 fests and mac a bare 
roof, whieh may have Been shingled as well. The second coal shed was butt 








‘in 1695, oral sandstone as uted fn fts construction and 200 feet of hater 
had wis probably butlt in 1815, aconding to recent archsolontsl tneest= 


Cot Shad (829): 


1. Atop coal sted 10" x 12° has aso bsen butte 





CAMP. Papers: R618, vl. 187, fle 290, toverber 180. 





+ Sessional Papers of Canad, vol. 24, m0 15, W891, 82 





A Pansy eb ats, Ob chtes pe 2, 273-283, 


‘goo con house has algo been excavated and ranfod at Mriing on Stone 











196, p98. 

















fnprowonts requirad wil be abut $20.00. 


= RMP, Papers: RIB, vo. 251, FN6 270, May 1902 


46. feat shed requires to be butt 


= RAGMP. PanertsRE-18, vol, 1ST, fle 78, duly 1902 


2 als, Shingle State 
‘This wlll be sufficient to put te Oetehmant bufléing mn a got state 


| RGMP, Papers: ROeNE, vol. 2522, 1He ey Hover 1915 








Laer (R288) 


“They having boon wished any by flood 


= RLM, Papers: RE-T8, vol. 252, Fe 152, My 1908. 


2, Alans, et ats Ops ets poe 25 24 











Tack Roem oF Saette Roun (82418) 


Constrction nas init ited 4m 1890, and tASe butlding wae completed 
in 1891. The floor was excavated tree Feet and the gable ends vere bit 
cntiely of sandstone. The btlaing he a bor root and photographs show 
1993 and 1902. In ouly 1902, Comtsstoner A. Sonn Perry ciomentad that the 





H 20 by 16 fet, with atare alls and board root fs nearly cnpletad, 
and wil affore store ron for oste and» snail rote, 


~ Sessional Papers of cana, vol. 28, m0. 15, 189, 9, 89 


= RGM. Papers: 6-16, O15, F118 72, Rovebor 1090. 


5. A stare haute 20" 16 for oats ete, sate room 





= RLGN, Pers: 18, ol. 17, tHe 29, Rover 190. 





funtion, and nensres, 16 fest by 22 feet. The boards coprising the 
hoards, and 1 weulé strenthan the raof very much to support each side of 
‘the span miday, by piece of 4" x 6, to when boone could be screwed 





= RCNP. Paperss RGcIB, wal, 74, £106 73, duly 1899, 








no 


largest 1s 0 new roof on the Store house at HetSag oF Stone. ANT repute 


= RGN. Papers: R18, vol. 208, £516 213, 1901 


resent on it can be utilized for repsiring the coal shed. . .the cost of 
‘norovenents required will be about $20.00 


= RCMP. Papers: WG-18, vol. 232, #116 27, May 1802. 


= RCNP, Papers: RENE, vol. MA, ¢10e 78, duly 1902 








1, vol. 250, Fe 177, Hovenbor 1803, 


TO. {cable ends were 10g. The top of the tack raom door wis ven with 
the Fest gable Tog. Gre ot to crouch to enter the bufiing.] 


Intorvion with Joon ard WIT San Oana, & Febray 1976 





1 Adan ot at Op. eft. s wpe 25:26, 206-26, 








Roads (82416 and R27) 


ogs can be "snaked" when horse-pover fe avatlable. This fs an important, 


arsenal Papers of canada, vol. 225. 13, 1868, . 68. 


2.1 have ondered stringers to be cut at Writing on Stone and, . 29 the 
fs ed hole wien requires to be bridged. After this ran, water WilT ot 





te so scarce slong the rod, but the mid holes wil bo worse 





3: Atay peice f grading has bean done out of the river Botton to the 


Sessional Papers of canada, vol. 24, ma. 15, 18815. 83 


44, Aone fron the river to the table Tané hs been graded out of 2 
‘couleg, about 100 yards of EN ues early all rock Works and thb rock 
fscevated was sad to bufld up tm fe oF the Fond about 3 ft high 








<ALL. Papers: WG-28, ol, 10, fe 131, Septerber 1895 


















Hay Corea (2x18) 


1 iby corral $6 ft. by 40 FE, has boon constructed, and aout 20 tons 
= Segstonn] Papers of Canad, vol. 23, r0. 10, 1890 oP. 4-45 














einen amamantnle | 


= Sexslona fapers of cama, vo. 36, 00. 125 1902, P- 104 


A. Alans, 8 Aly Op ef poe 2 BD. 








cores (2 








corral 1 (s2n9) 


o 26 x 26 feet four rafle high, with» shelter ot one en 


2, A stout coral 36 f¢ by 24 fy = last your's carr was burt for 
fire wood tn the winter, ~ the supply of coal gave out and the winter wos 





4. have te honour #0 roart tht a Targe hunch of cattle driven by the 
stom tnto th Milk River Botton, waltes clean throw our fence on the Mest 
stable and const, ckeon sas obliged to get on the tap ofthe cao? shed to 
fog, tn his endstvrs to drive thaw off, was ASTT8d and rarpleg on by the mob 
bot emi be mecesary Sn the spring 89 have a fete across the west sie 








5. Love the honour ta report that on Saturday the 6th ist, the ver 
rusdnly rose about 12 feet between 12 men an 2 on 

The blackan‘th shop wet sept amy, the root caught fn sone tal trees 
were Mande, 11 the atte (200 Ths) and mst of the hay va sank 





eat house cad fn, The Ontacinent pasture fence mas earried away for 200 








dords on the west side and 190 yards onthe est sige, the water closet mas 
{tso sept amy. Aftarnoving and peg up te police property and eriving 
Detacment for dain Babn's place on Rocky Coutee. 

risen two or thvee fet, {cane to the Detacnart again about 7AM. om 
{he morning of the 7th inst. and found the water hag fell four feet. 

‘On the 6th inst. T retuned to the Detactaent with Sergt. Oliver and ons 





6. Manes 9 alos Op eftey ps 2. 


tok steps to expedite matars a 11tIe. The site fs excellent being 
the river botton and at the mouth ofa Targe cauTee were the feed fs excel~ 
Stable and corate and fence, ber icesauppying posts and rails for Mk 





2. fence at the outh and another fence across the coulee [fice Couto) 
out a nile op mike an excelent coral for horses, whore the shelter and 
feed are all tat canbe dered 


1 papers of Canada, vel. 2250: 10, 1850, po. 4445 


sessie 





= ANP, Papert: RNB, vol. 1296, Fe 17, dune 1854 











1 orp Beck. « would Tike to fence Jn the astance between 


{see Figure 1) 





2. may 18: Tn Corporat Brver's weekly tary of week ending 12-505, he 
reports Bat po utred for fence around Kriing-en-Stane 








Dtacient, oving to the present posts Being in a rotton condition, and says 
Ienty posts to conplete and repair fence at Uriting-on-Stne. 

fence tetvoo his Janae [est of detachaen] ane police detached Hr 
betengtng to the Police ts fn Police Coulee and North aerass te tre goina 








hugust 25: Ihave the horor to state that He. 8. f, SicklereatTed 
here yestercy renting face he soy the resent Fence which tp put 0 





than ie fs at present 48 tT Se very weary on cur Tine bt 
oul be pleased to hear as soon ax possible regarding the ence 


Septarbar 16: 175 Post at 13 cts each $2.78 
8 spools wire at $9.75 per 100 Tbs 2.00 


October 24: You may accept Sklar's offer to ropsir the fence at 
wetting on Stone, the total east nat tn exceed $78.25 














e100, gust 1889 


terview with Joba and KiYan OMara, 2 gust 1975 














Features to the south of te barack Sustng (R25: 
1. Adnsy et at.y Op. eft. po 257, 228-261, 306 
2, (It wag 8 stone-1ind uaTay running fron te barack butieg to 


the stave, tppoxinataly half of the wallnay (from the barrack baling 





Cartrage Sbtt Deron 





1. Adis, et ay Ope eftey wpe 257-208, 240-28, 308 


2. (There was a design fn anal rocks fm front of the barrack btlding 





1. Adansy et sy Obs eftsy pps 2385 20-24 








Enpty cartridge shes (.38 9.48 calibre) were criven into the top of Both 
pests.) 











= Rc, Papers: WG-18, vo}, 156, file 35, July 1806 
4S. (The flagsta was located directly Sn front of the soutiest corner 





Ae Alana, 8b alos Op eftes pe 0. 








1. Tam aving the Rifle fange put fm shape, so that the armel practice 
= RGNP, Papers: 86-18, vol. 25, fMe 270, Kay 1902 


2, Ape rifle range vp t2 700 yards yas nage at 





R.CALP. Papers: RGB, vol. 270, #8 227, duly 1908 





and rostne, Sut the ranefnder Se gone. The stable, oat house and hay shes 
bere flended. ANI the ests (200 Tbe) and mst of the hay nas socked 

‘he Detacient bufléinge were flooded, but ong to our navieg piled 
te things up So Mgh there mas 11 etle dange done to property. The val of 
te eat house caved Sn. The detacmant pasture fence vas carried avy for 200 
Tetacnant for Joba Babs place on Rocty cutee 











‘no or three feet. I cane to the Detacinent aptin about 7 A.M. onthe morning 
of the 70h inet. and ‘ound th wator hac fll four fet. I eoild enter the 
Detacnent and stables, I then paroles to Coutts to report. On he 6 sna 


RCNP. Papers: RE1B, vl. 369, file 37, dane 1908 





2 Transport 1 boat serviceable 
Other OuiTéinge Mey Shed ~ tis ad stoneaTed but lding has Focded 
| anal) amount of Tuner te necessary to put {sn rep 
tnd 1 Sngtructed S/Sargt. Many to ave this done, 








RCMP. Papas: RGB, vol. Y8K7, tite 3, duly 16 








2. They hve a finely trrgated garden and neans for trtgating quite & 


tine, as the water in the creek had al? been civerted from tts 





Course South of the Lie Ay sone Anerican ranchers to frvignte their hay 


= RE Pa 





5. Adon, ot eles Op. ty Be 3 








Frysieal Enviroment of the Ursting on Stone MMP, Outpost 





1. baring the TAS week $9 March, C8 
tnd started onthe 29th March. I went south, acrort Kipo's Coulee, tothe 
With River Ridge, and from thre, via Wei8ing Stone to Fon 'OreiTte Cou 
bath ptaces {found autable for detacionts, as they are sttutad in places 
here the river may be forded eastly when the water very highy and the 











= Sesstonal Papers of Canada, vel. 21, 0. 17,1888, po. 5257 





2, The sides of te coulen are very pretoftaus and rocky. A fone at 
The couleeatounés in wild currant bushes, the fru of whieh 1s very fw. 











‘he loge used tn the building a 
by three oF four of our om non, no have been chopping ané building ever since 
has been graded and ade goed. A Backentth's shop has Sust bean copleted 
nal) respecte ths 45 9 nelT sitnted pst, entirely out of sight fron 
the other side, close ta the Sweet Grass HTTS and fn the Tine of travel there 








3. The bulIdings at Urieing on Stone were propressing too slowly and T 
the river botton ané at the mouth of 2 Tage coule where the feed fs excol~ 
Tent and were a fev hundred feet of fencing will coral the horses effectively 





arate ané fences, besides supplying posts and rails for Mk River Ridoe 





LCAMP, Papers: R18, ol. 20, Fle 150, Septanber 158 


fottowing Report on the Survey of toursnip 1 range 13 nest af the 4th Meridion. 
The best route for retching this Tonehip fs by way oF Coutts, 2 station 
‘on the Interrationot boundary on the Alberta Ratlway 90d Coe) Carpay ratty 
The soft varies fron clay to stnd and gravel but ehfefly 3 to 8 
inches of foam witha clay sibeofl. Tt produces a fair crop of grass end 
vith irigotion avid doubts viele stuncenty but under the present 





ring poset E468, 





tity of timer fe not suffictent to male {tof any ecomnic 
uns ereditly informed that in very dr seasons 4 ceases to run entirely 
13 feet in depth and the current fron 2 to 3h wiles per hour depending upon 








the clinate is dry and warm uring the sumer mont, tut 15 subject 




































































fay 


Phrarag abn pores 





pinpem of 




























































(hater Serves 


















































Foo 


eitiog-onstone. From 187 ta 114, ausstence rports appear only for 
Autor Geerst's reports are slightly nore specific, The stings which 
foear forthe driting-an-Stoe detacnent, eatalogue ony *prov- 
‘sons, “odpings and horse feed" and the T1ke, and do at ke mention of 





centrates on the yes 1697-800, the substance reports for "E" Diviston, 
Letorsege, for thore genre will be repradiced in their entirety (ais 
elghts and prices). Archaeologica findings wil aleo be cited, as el 
conStone detacmant, one can surmise tht the fare wis adequate, albtt come- 
ot arab. Profuctssueh as bicon, batt, potatoes, and rice appear to have 
been in abundant supply, while Luxury ‘tens Tike marmtlage, biscuits, oF 
‘anne tomatoes wore more or less a rarity. Archaeological eidence (Hans, 
et ley Archuologfesl Investigations: _Uriting-on-Stane MALMLP. Posty p. ) 





so account for the butchred remne. Police records de ot state that Tive 
os supplements by deer antelope, and passe chicken or game birds (cf 





wore part of the regular fare. A pig Jaw andthe butonered rest ins of @ Bison 
wore a150 discovered during the 1975 archaeological investigation oF the outpost 
(Waans, eta, Op. eft, pp. 249-250) 

Liquid refresnert consisted almost etirsly of coffe, tas and beet. From 








ating Teves [ore] 


Barware) 


ie 





Food Purchased by "E Divisfon, Lethridpe, 











Bente: 
scutes coffee Peper 


Attend Conan 


























Suvplving Firms and Individuals for °K" Division, Lethbriege (Fos) 


Alen, He San Conary (Cardston 

baker and letting (acted) 

Baker 1. 6. (Lethon. 

ate, Me an Sons (Orta) 

racy, R. (Lenbriage) 
Brodie, 3. (Leonie) 

Burns, . and Company (LetRorige) 

Catgary HSI Sop Conary (C58). 

Conrad Brothers (Lethon ‘gg 

Conrady X- 6. (Letrtdge) 

ottaritl, C. (ertnrisae). 

a, P46. (MK River) 

hadsn's Say Cagany (Lethbrige and Wantpg) 

















It) Brothers and Company (C9309) 
cdma, A, (Letbride) 

const, Rand Company (8anieer 
toot, 9. (Leebetaye) 

Plone ana Miron (Letriége). 
ene, J. 8. (Leaner ge) 
ead and Meera (Lethbriae) 





ston Company (Letibr ‘dpe 








Strang ard Conary’ (Hone) 





vatace, JH (Lethbridge) 
aters, Ws (HK River, Lethbroge) 
htney, De ds (Letbrie) 

MA Hans, Re He and Son (Reina) 


Sessional Papers of Cana, huditar Generals Reprts 








foysl Yorth host Yontad Police, Rule and Regulations (198) 


1736. The following 45 the ety scale of rations 

















129. coanssionedOFetcers and such mired H.C. OFFIcers as are spectaly 





a1. oeticersComanding mst recomend where the extra quarter retin 
1. cares of cemed tomatoes containing 26 cant of 4b. 3s wit be taken 





font (Com, blackanith, boss, bossbure) 
ectresty 

Supplying Invi and Fires: 
AertaRatIay and Coat Conary (Lethbrigpe 


fer, 1. 6. (Lebridae) 





antey, he (Levee) 








‘rian and Stewart Caopay (Lethe 

fats, (Pendant rei) 

CEusrlage weer orks and Electric Light Company (Letnbdge Electric 
scceuerty and Waitay (Letbridoe) 

Starr’, 0. (Lethorige) 








~ Session Papers of Camda, Autor Genres Reports 








files and Regutations (150) 


(a) ny onlys ee torso, por den, 30 tbs 
(e) Stray, per horses per tens 10 1 

(4) Cots, transport horas, rot t exceed Bly, 18 Ts 
(e) Ontsssaaile horses, not t0 exceed, daily 12 Ths 











755. only actuot forage required for morse in fek stable shalt be drawn 





ted may mut Be protected with tarpaulins and kept off the grou 
157. Loose hay mst be carefully stacked, tn accordance with the foTToring 


regulations: 





a) en the quantity of may {s ta be estimated by nesurenent, stacks are 
of e Board of Officers wine finsing mst quote the measurement, in details 











() At places mere there ts only one officer stationed, nexsurennts my 
be made, Sn Mis pretence by 4 A.C. Officer ané Senior Constable, whose 


(ec) Stacks after standing fr tity days, mutt nt be Tess than stataen 
fet uide, ten feet to caver, end eighteen fast taper. Oh these nensure= 
(2) IF stacks are of Tesser cinesions, 500 cable Fest will be atTowed to 
7658. when bay ts purcnased hy welts the contractors mat, in al cases, 
159. The tops of tay stacks are toe replaced, aisturbed by wind 
740. One quart of salt 4s to be used ta each tan of ty fn stacking 








163. ae district nenduarters, a Bard of OfFcers will be convened to 
supervise the delivery of all forage. forms 120 and 121 to be used 

TEL. The QM. Sergeant be responsible for the weights as recorded tn 

the weights book, and the Veterinary A.C. Officer will be resporsiole vat 

the quality 15m accordarce with the contrat, ard for the proper construction 


Forage purchased by" Diviton, Letbesége, 1686-1905: 


+ Seaziona! Papers of Cana, Auditor General's Reports 





rotapraphs of the man stationed at Uriing-on-Ston ard the BALI. 
‘or 1905 ae the mst conpeta, proving 9 comoreensive listing 2nd 
Unfortunately, the rogletsons for 199 merely Tist the garments, while 
those for 1890 provide an explanation for only the officer's untfores. 


sr sn: a i econo 




















recessartes cnplete and in ood oréar at Mis own expense. 














rtiele 
Gwuntets, Bulakin (or) 














Blanket straps (or) 














Sc, wotten (Fr.) 
Stockings, woolen (pes) 








aceasta S pairs, 2 pairs, let year, 








Bootsy Longesseseeesseseeeees e+ T patsy 2 pies Ist years 











thority allowed to re-emage for one year on the completion of thet 





Braces (pr) 

Dronrs, wel, (ora 
oversees 

Breches, cloth (prs. ) 
Stockings, woot (pr) 
ecesine (or) 
fete, Tong (or) 
Sheets 

Sanets (or) 











vaster's store, the recipfant stoning Mis actnouldanent in etch onthe 
Tine oF entry, and De offer affixing Ms fnitats 





wlth these conditions wflT entail replacement at their cwm expense 


ross Rapultions for Officers of the Morth-est Nouted Pt fee (190) 


nspectorne sar 
Veterinary Surgeon-One star. 














Scarlet cloth with 3/4 soch gold Tace on top of calla, Russia braie 





Caméasioner, «triple Justrfan knot traces round with gold sets rata 
ing 20 11 inches fram the btten of the cufss for Superitantents, 



































Cork, covered with white cloth én six sears, bound with bff Teather 
at the botton, Rove the peak and gofng round the helmet, a buff Teather 
‘gr vertlator. fsck pak to centre of crown 12 feces, front peak to 
ante of croun 10 3/4 tnees, side to centre af crown 9 aches, gfTt de 





tea gilt collar 3/0 Snehes wide to receive spike and tare. A gtt Mok 





n- Plate HALN. Police pattern (sane at oranent on andres pouch). 
the spthe te rot used 


af Oneket steel nie with to flutad Bars on the outsides Tack 
flan skin grip bound with silver wires s1iahtly curved lade 39 inches 
Tone, ofeoved ans spear potas, embossed with title of force 





Stel, with Tange sh o¢ bottan, ant trumet-ehapd mouth 











Undress, Fatal Jecket (Universal Cavalry Patter). 


Five Toops of Hnch mohair rate at equal stances down the front on exch 
ie, with to alivette on each sf Toons the top TabRe tended to the 
ovlder seis, the Botton to (our inches. The cuffs pointed with one feck 
tottan af the collar, and at eho bottan af the Jacket, figured Sra an 
the rohty ltt and bbieen the back seans, Hooks and ayes in front 








lve lath wih strip of yellow cloth 1 3/4 finches wide dom the side 
sears. Trousers with et fngton oF wHole front ankle boots, steeb box 





[Flue cloth 2 5/8 Inches Nigh with ban oF gold 1ace 1 3/4 Inches wide, 





‘aps four fnotes gp, ta turn Go when required. Galé French brats 
‘welts on cap and Flapa a at the Front and back sean, Gold embroidery 


rou Taster strap Sek wdey gold acorn, 


brown bricle Teather 1 tnchs wide, stings 2/8 Sch wide, gt 


silvers burnished rin 17/8 nohes fm afoneter with te words “Na 
Youred Foice, Conds", on te outer circle in silver 





ands" surtunted ty the crown above and the words "North West Mounted 








Scarlet cloth, edged 317 aro, flating the colar, with Sach 














fussia trad ayes above lace, double f%gure of eight on cuffs for 
Inepactors, traced above with Russia bate forming a cr's foot on top. 








Be cloth, fastening cTore up to the neck, edged with go Russa 
bratd all round, witn git studs com the fronty pockets tamed with 


Patrol Jacket for Fels Service 





es fastening with five Jacket stze buttons 3/8 inch in 
‘tap. fagger of rank, gilt neal op otto 

During the sunor mnths a white Ovi Sacket of sflar nae, but 
fs Saclet, Badges of rank fn iT neal on shoulder strap. 





lof the ground, stand an full collar Snenes damp, belt at waist fastening 
With a Gree inn gfe bucke. wo pockets with flaps at the waist 
front tetow the belt. A pocket inde the Teft bret, Five Button tn 
etalon shoulder straps. The opening tn the cost benind to be Tong 





1 cloth bank with buttons to secure te skirts over Ue Mees wn the 








in foot of sround, two gockets 


ack Persian Taro, wedge shaped, 8 ines Mghy 9 yellow cloth 
the bogs inh fron the edge, and a Tine dum the centre, with 2 gold gimp 
button at the pofnt of sanction. 








sand Regulations (1808) 


eticers! Uniform and ress Regulations 
1176, tomanéing Officers are forbidden to Introduce oF ranetion any ut 
‘lothing, equipant or Badces. 




















te Tinks 5/8 ch wice, the strap Timed with white Tether. At top of 
Spite and base. A giTt hook at baok of base to which chin strap fs 








eter acres tap © 1/4 Anes for cap Fting 21 3/4 in cireurerence, 
welts; a cleth bad 13/8 {nes wige placed between the two Tower welts: 





tworotdery, and ) 3/4 inches when platn, Mite canvas covers my be worn 








boots 


a8. knee: Brom leather to reach tap af ealf, cat square all around 
Sar rest two Seehes above top cigeof heel to keep spur horizontal 





We ington: Black, for dferunted duty, with steet Bor spurs 
Jaki: Brom Tanther vith plain toe cap 

ang black stocking folded a calf 31/2 Ines dep. 

1190, Moccasins: My be worm with Tong Black stackinge fr pratt duty 
uring winter 


1ige, Stesl, jack Cavey pattern Hessian straight neck, Stel tox, 


spor Se 





1193, Biet straps, 5/8 Snchar wide, Sram Teater, wit 53f0 3 inches 


1196, henever spurs are worn with router, straps are to be won, 














1197, tattar of aN garments to be cut square at top in front and fst 





1198. Maks, one Tange pocket backs tho emaler pockets and Toop for 


1199. Frock cast for Caontstoner and Arststant Comfsstones. lve cloth, 
euble oreastat, with collar and cuts of the sane mterial as she costs 


and edged ith round back gold cord forming single Austrian knot 7 ‘nches 
ch skirt behind, with thre buttons and edjed with round back golé cord, 








Tunte 9 be Iiead throvahout with red. Shoulder straps of ploited sole 
oré Vines with scarlet, stall button on tp. Sages of rank én stlver 
erotdery on shoulder Straps. RAMALNLP. badges in gilding metal on colar 











tuts ide 6 1/4 fnehes wide, 6 1/4 inches deep from top of flap the top eige 
OF the pocket in Tine with second button, with three pointed flaps. smal? 
uatPs Sutton ond hates Tose plat on rear side of flaps, Tuo (side 
Collar and shoulder straps of sceret to be blue cloth, those of Due 





blue Jacket 
the slit, and tao ata buttons ana button Roles 
adges oF rank and ".t.K.4.9." shader badge Hn gtdeg wetal on shoulder 


1202. abt drt] or serge Caper fry catour). Full im chest, ext 
fn sratt buttons each side oF breast outside, and with one tnch box plant 
fun the centre. Pockets to be 6 1/2 Inches deap and 6 1/4 tnches broad 





Plensts underneath breast pocktts to give shape to waist and fullness to 
sufTictenly wide to cover tavldr sean, etdng under shoulder straps and 





fastened et the top with sal? buttons, sIft at etch sfde to sult hetoht 
or wenrer, Inside wast telt fastened with a buckle. Stand and f011 ole 





1209. forall ranks sane pattern as Inperfal ounted Troops, Hak colour 


1208, Scare cloth with blue colar and cue, edged a1T round, Stud 
ing the collar, with 1/2 tren gala lace, the Tace forming @ psr-ehspes 











1205. ftue etn with collar, edged with golé Russia rate a1) rounds in 





1206. Blue cloth Tined with scarlet, double breastez. One inch Tonger 
smoll gilt buttons. One flap pocket each side, 63/8 inches, fap, 2 1/2 
ing metal, ama buttons on top. Folland step collar. Inside pocket 











107. Coonsin to reach half way dom hip to knee. igh square collar. 











Gauntlets (for winter use). 


1209, Blue cloth with 13/8 teh yetTow loth stripes dv sige seins 


To be warn strapotd Fily Gom ta the Boot, and fitting closely above 





120, blue cloth with yeltow stripes, 1 2/4 freheswde, Cut Toose in 





‘the OMgh and tight at the knees, arple Tenth Fron hen to Knee being 








1214, Gold aced, with be ros of diamond ant point Tacs, shiny purple 





1216. Furs velvet, gold Tack, and badge tn sod enbo‘eery. 











1222, Tht San Brnme bet wilt sliags Be worn over the Jackets. ther 


fechet of chet and Tanja around the ar and under the Left shoulder 








leek, 1 te optional for officers to provide thaselvas with the follon 








tthe Comtseioner. they will go son undress unifomn 


126, officers travelling on duty fm the district in whieh ey are 





sealed patterns, and Comanding Officers ae forbion to introduce or 





lear. The scarlet serge jackets, of Non-comicsfond Officers and Con 
Due cloth. The gorget patches ta Reet evenly and fix close together at 
the rant of the otlery the tap of the patch to extend back 2 2/4 inches 
to shoulder, botton to entand back 2 6/8 faches, centro to ented back 
411/72 twches to point front to be 1 3/8 tnces wide ant width between 








1eah.  Sergeants-Major and StafF-Sergeants are pemitted to wor # tue 
serge Jacket of the sane pattern as the scarlet serge Jacket to be furnished 
tele om expense, for barrack duttes or walking out, but parades, 
serge Jacket, but on red oroue 





1242, Sergante-tojor and Starf-Sergeants, arp 








Fur Gauntlets 





124, (8). corps Sergeant-afor Gold crow an Due ground, to be worn on 
Tht arm below the eldou on scarlet serge acket, and on red ground on 





(8) Divison Sergent-tajor - Four tar god Tace chevron on blue ground, 
paint down, surance by a ero to be wn on ght am of scarlet serge 
factat below the elsov, and on red grou on blue serge Jacket and pea 








(@)StafFsergeant Major Clerk ~ Sane as for Bivston Sergsunt-tasor 
(a) start-sergeants - Four tar gold Iace chevron on blue ground point up 
te be worn on right arm of scarlet serge jacket, and on res ground on blue 
serge Jacket and pes Jacke below elbow. Worsted chevrons on field Jacket 
(e) Quartermster Sergeant ~ thevrns surmounted by a star, (Golf oF 
sod as necessary) 

(1) Hospital Stewards = Cherore surmmuntad by 2 "Genmve® cross 

(s) Veterinary Staf-Sergents - Cherons surmount by 4 horseshoe. (Gatd 
or worsted as necessary) 

(8) Statler ~ chevrons surtounted by a BIC. (Cold or worsted as necessary) 
1) Ferrier = Cheone surmounted by » horseshoe. (Gold or vorstd as 
necessary) 

4) iTV Instructors ~ Cherri surmounted by cross swords. (Gold oF 
vorstat ae necessary). 








(8) Roush reers = chevrns surmounted by spur. (Gold or worsted a8 





(0). Trampeters = Gross trapats on right arm above elbow. (Gold oF 





() constables eloyed a areificers, etc., to wear thetrBadpes on 


(o) Crossed rifles oF erossed revolvers to be worn on 1 arm below 


(o) sergeants - Tee bar gid 1a chevron on btue ground, pe 
‘nd on ree ground on fea jacket above elbow, wersted chevrons be Feld 





(0) Cargorals ~ The bar golé Tace chevron on bTuE gourds pint dove 
See above eltow, worsted chevrons on fed Jacket above the elbo. 


(a) Free tssue of chevron - One pair of 9214 cherons and one halt 


(sit eotter badges ~ on scarlet serge ie inches fran centre of badge 


() tie shauteerbaeges - On shoulder strap, 1/4 Ynch above shoulder 
Sean scarlet and blue Suchet and pes Jackets, 

(2) GM cap andges - In entre of front, stunted on blue cloth trimmed 
5 on Scarlet and blue Jackets 





to the rank of StarFSergeant or Sergeant asor, and thereafter ot oftener 








(0). To oan-comtsstona officers and constables who have servad continu 
busly for Five years ~~ A star of gold to be worn on the 1 ara above 
(0) At the expiration oF each succeeding period oF Five years cont tamus 





Roysl forth Host Nouted Police, Rules and Regulations (1909) 


() Review over. 
op. 
Scarlet jacket, 
Pantaleo 
San Browne bet 
General oF Litenan-tavernrs funealss onal? tut) dress parades 








(e orit onder. 
ue or bak sackets overes 
Brom slower. 
San Broure batt 
Hhstle ard Tanya when muntes 








Flt boots, or Tegnings ané brow boots 














ess ache 





orn 9s folloe: Men ordered aty mss, public entertainments in 
(att dress 
(9) winter 








(1) Revers, 























@ 


c) 





(2). The San Brome equipant tobe worn outside oF 300 
fur canton all parades, and unserngath on aT] other oeceston. 





(3). waite covers witt be worn on caps duteg fine weather tn sumer 
(6) Pes sackets to be wor with al? oss af sumer unifor st 





(6). Khaki waterpants ant rather saots may be worn daring wet 


(7) Brom TentherTepsings and brown ankle Beets may be worn Intend 
of field boots, with spur 


(0) Met eitbons 4 Snch fm depth to be worn on undress blue Jacket 
and aks Ske 





forage ap. 





Brown gauntets 


File jocet. 








@ 


e) 


“ 


o 





Forage ea. 





Fur cout or pau Sacet (according to weather) 











































(yor 











Fle socet. 
(1) Teanetors, winter 


(2) Review onder. 
ead collar compet 


Ce) Service order 
Regulation aisle, 





Jacket in brown caneds a the front of the eaddle over ase. 











(2) Cavey whtstes are to be worn by Sergeasts-Aajor on a1T mounted 


parades and on prairie dity. They will be carrieg Sn Taft hand breast 








(3) Seryeants-tajor and Staff-Sergents may wear Dl Sachets fn ane 
wear the sane onder of dress a= for the nen. (St 








(4). Divison Ordriy wit) wear sartet sarge Jacket and Onerly's cross 


(5) Yen on prisoners" escrt wit] asar unese with the exception tht 
they mist ear pantaloons and Fielé boots (without spurs) ant side arms 


(a) Felt te in ot ws 





(6) ATT equipment ust be worn avtsice of pos Jackets or fur cots 





(7) Siekars and Yong rubber boots may be worn In wet oF muy wostrer 





(8) Rubbers my be worn over mceasins in wintor for stable dey 


(9) Black stockings wore with winter Foot gutr mist be folded at te 
calf, 3 Inches dep. 


(10) winter untfor depends an condtion of weather. 








(01) Brass to be datated by Ofticre Comanding Wh regard toy 


(12) hat bands on felt hats #0 be worm withthe buckle on the Tet 


foyal torth West Youtes Police, Rules and Regulations (1908) 


ent oned low, constituting hs KEE. Each member 15 required to keep 














on. 
Soosles, prs 
‘anton of ole 





Pace 
rattiace, 1 
steter 1 














tote: serge achat tobe retured to store at expiration of tern of 
ton at the Constable's expense 








Fiele Jacket Tined, 25 1st and Ord years Yuton Territony Metenzte 
iver and Huson ay aistfets 





962. Nan re-engnaing for 8 secnd tor of thre or Five years! service 
ray receive the sane ‘ssuts, ring the period of thelr second torn, as 
963. Yen wo are alowed to re-emage for one year ar for successive 
ern of one year etch may receive anally the Sane fssues as are 

464. Reeruts on joining will veceve only te fotlwing articles. n= 
Tess they waive (in writing for teacient to service file) the right 








to purchase their discharge autor‘aed under paragraph 1039 (2): 


apy fur (winter ony) esos 








tap (casualty). 


rue (vitor ony) : 1 
breeches, of trousers (cloth), pre 2 
ites, weal (eter only), 
nites, elk (eter ony), 
Stockings (winter ony), pe 2 


oceans (winter cay), be 
of service.) 








2 ght can bdo. 

2 ors. SHE RAMP. badges, shoulder 

1 ore brome R.NALN.P, Badger, shouleer 

966. Ofticers Commanding will be held responsible tht mmbers of their 
967. adges my be procured on repent, 

18, 
pt of worsted chevrars tobe frrued an pronotion, and one pair of aold 


este of chevron == One pate of gold ehevrons and one bal 





570. ssue of fur caps and gantlets = To be fssued free on pronation to 
the rank of Staft-Sergnont oF Sergeant Major, ard thereafter rot oftener 





Sergeant the fur cap and gauelets must be returned into Q. store 
71. tastructions for the fsue of clothing ond Rit free and on repayment 





Stone, Or sources of information for the Furnishing of bath the barrack 
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ABSTRACT 


Writing-on-Stone Provincial Park is Tocated on the MiTk River in the 
southernmost part of Alberta. This area is of inter 





+t for tyo reasons. 
(One is the petroglyphs, ancient Indian art found on the rock walls of the 
river bank. The other is the North West Mounted Police outpost that was 
there from 1887 to 1918. In 1974, the Provincial Parks Division began 
reconstruction of several of the buildings of the mounted police post, as 
4 permanent interpretive facility within the park boundaries. The present 
publication contains the report of historical research carried out as an 
adjunct to this reconstruction. 

Part [surveys the history of the post, including manpower and state 
reports. Part II consists of extracts fron official docunents of the tine, 
dealing with the various structures at the post. Part III reports on food, 
‘dress, arms and furnishings in use at lriting-on-Stone, as described in the 
papers of Canada's mounted police force. Further background to this post 
‘and its reconstruction may be found in Archaeological Inves tigations: 
Wiriting-on-Stone N.W.M.P. Post by Adams, Forsnan and Minni, published as 


Occasional Paper 4 in this series. 
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PART 1 


An Historical Interpretation of 
Mriting-on-Stone MMP Post 











{INTRODUCTION 





The North Mest Mounted Pot i 
was not typical of the traditfonal idea of life in Canada's world famous 


e outpost at Uriting-on-Stone, Alberta, 


police force. The glanour and excitenent from the many histories of the 
force prove to be little more than fignents of an over-fertile imagination 
When compared with the boredom, isolation and tedious hard work which were 
the norm for this small border detachment. Altruistic objectives such as 
the desire to bring lax, order and justice to the wilds of the Canadian 
est may well have moved the men of lriting-on-Stone to join the force, 
but tracking down the occasional horse thief or serving as watchman for a 
herd of mange-infested cattle hardly fulfilled these objectives. Interest 
‘in the work and undying loyalty was not the order of the day for this re- 
mote outpost. The slogan "They always get their man", is an ironic one 
applied to life at outposts such as Uriting-on-Stone. Judging from the 
police records, the sounties had as much trouble keeping their ovn men in 
tow as tracking down wanted criminals. 

This 4 not to downgrade the renarkable success of the N.W.N.P. in 
policing the expanses of the Canadian prairies. The task was formidable, 
and with the number of men available the results were nothing less than 
astonishing. Crimes which in the United States were a common occurrence 
such as stagecoach robbery, train robbery and the Tike, were relatively 
Unknown north of the border. The police had a first-rate record in tracking 
down murderers, horse thieves, and those who attenpted to circuavent the 
prohibition laws, the latter despite the gross unpopularity of the prohi- 
bition legislation. Yet for the men stationed at Mriting-on-Stone, the 
pursuit of dangerous criminals and other such activities, which we associate 
with life in the N.wLM.P., were the exception rather than the rule. The 
daily routine at the outpost, the weekly patrols, the quarantine duty, and 
customs service only infrequently interrupted by salTies to recapture an 
escaped convict, my best be described as mundane. The work of the con- 
stables and non-coomissfoned officers stationed at Writing-on-Stone was 
important, but under no circunstances could it be considered either overly 
exciting or unduly challenging. 

The work was demanding, usually tedious, and always financially unre- 
warding. But such was 1ffe within Canada's mounted police force, and such 
is the stuff of which history fs made. 








ESTABLISHMENT OF OUTPOST, CONSTRUCTION, AND EARLY HISTORY 





In March 1887, 2 conference was held in Lethbridge by Superintendent 
NeII1ree of "A" Division, Maple Creek; Superintendent Neale of "i" Divi- 
sion, Fort Macleod; and Superintendent Steele of *D" Division, Lethbridge. 
‘The purpose of the meeting was to make arrangenents for the spring patrols 
to police the southeastern region of Alberta, and the immediate result was 
the departure of Steele and police scout Jerry Potts to select suitable 
sites for patrol camps along the MiTk River.’ hen Steele returned in 
early April, he recomended that frontier outposts be established at 
Kipp's Coulee, the west end of Milk River Ridge, Writing-on-Stone and 
Pendant d'0rei11e (pronounced pawn doar eye). The last two were suitable 
for detachsents "as they are situated in places where the river may be 
forded easily when the water is very high, and the banks being accessible 
are much used by travellers and lay-breakers in crossing the boundary’ 

‘mn additfonal reason for the selection of the Writing-on-Stone site was 
its proximity to the Sweetgrass HITIs and the mining canp located there. 
Richard Burton Deane, soon to be superintendent of “K* Division stationed 
at Lethbridge, felt that the post was in the right spot to curtatl sone 

of the rowdiness' which would inevitably overflow the boundary.? 

Once Steele had decided on the location of the boundary detachments, 
action was taken to make them operational. On April 8, Inspector Zachary 
Taylor Wood was dispatched to the NiTk River with the necessary men and 
supplies. A fierce blizzard on the morning of the 1th temporarily de- 
layed the patrol, but by Friday the 15th Wood had achieved his objective. 
In accordance with Steele's orders, he had stationed two constables at 
Kipp's Coulee, and one sergeant and six constables each at Milk River 
Ridge, Pendant d'Oreitle, and Mriting-on-Stone,* which was the adninistra- 
‘tion centre for al1 the patrol camps. 

Once the canp at Writing-on-Stone was operational, daily patrols to 
tthe boundary line were instituted. Steele reported that “nen with field 
glasses, situated on high hills, but concealed as much as possible" were 
constantly on the lookout for strangers and roving bands of feuding Indians 
So effective was this patrol systen that it was almost impossible for any 
critter, whether of the tio or four-legged variety, to cross the Tine 


without at Teast one menber of the force being avare of it. The weather 





played havoc with the tent-bound outposts, although it failed to deter the 
wen from executing their duty. In his diary for 1887, Inspector Wood tells 
how the wind and rain kept the men from getting the sleep they needed: 

April 27. up at 7 a.m., not having slept much owing to flapping of tent 
in wind, ‘and’ the bedstead of brush. Start out with two men, but wind 


lowing 'a gale in our teeth. Reach camp at 4 prm., nearly blown t0 pieces. 
Tents almost blown down and stoves have to be dismantled. 


April 30. Rain, wind, sleet and snow a1¥ day tong.® 


In May 1887, orders were received from Ottawa to the effect that “D" 
Division was to hold itself in readiness for transfer to the Kootenay 
istrict in British Columbia. To facilitate the move, Superintendent 
Steele was instructed to relieve the men posted at the MiTk River outposts: 
he dispatched Inspector i.0. Likely to Kriting-on-Stone to replace Z.T. 

K" Division, the latter formerly 





Siood. The transfer of power from "D" to 
stationed in Battleford, made Tittle or no change in the work done by the 
boundary outposts, but Likely's performance as temporary comending officer 
of the southern detachments was far from outstanding. He exercised his 
duties so badly, in fact, that Superintendent Neale commented on the in- 
efficiency. "The only position he [Likely] is suited for,” renarked 
Neale, "is that of an active quartermaster, He cannot ride and knows 
absolutely nothing about driiis."” Whether or not desertions can be blamed 
fon the officer in command, it remains a fact that a bare four days after 
Likely took over at Writing-on-Stone, Constable William Charles Nunn de- 
serted.® Tt seens clear that the inspector's lack of authority, plus the 
constable's unruly tendencies (he was sentenced to one eonth's hard labour 
{in March 1887 for refusing to obey an order) account for this unfortunate 
episode. Once Likely's tour of duty terminated, command of the frontier 
outposts reverted permanently to "K" Division. In June, Likely was re- 
Tieved by Inspector €. Bradley, and he in turn was replaced by 

H. White-Fraser. 

During this time, the Indians continued to be the major source of dis- 
quiet in southern Alberta. In June of 1887 a peace treaty was signed with 
‘the Bloods, Assiniboines and Gros Ventres, contributing to a marked decline 
‘in the notorous horse stealing raids. But horse stealing was a much ad= 
mired pastine, if not an occupation, anong the Plains Indians, and it hed 
@ of paper to elim 





always been clear that it would take more than a p} 



































inate it entirely. 
proceeded with the raids despite the existence of frontier outposts Tike 
Writ ing-on-Stone: 


A Peigan chief named Khite Calf tells how the Indians 





We went to the place where Bad Head had been kiTled, and from there we 
Yeached Writing-on-Stone. As we approached it, Prairie Chicken 
O14 fan scouted ahead to see whether there were any Nountles around. (He) 
id not spot any police, so ve made our camp near Writing-on-Stone. But 
fo sooner had we gotten’settled than we heard a noise. It was daylight 
now, but very foggy, and we did not have any field glasses.” So when we 
heatd the noise we broke camp and waved southeast across. the Medicine Line 
[the international boundary] into the United States 





With the onset of the winter snows, the nefarious activities of the 
Indians more or less came to 2 halt, and the boundary detachnents of "K" 
Division were brought into the Lethbridge barracks for the winter. But 
‘the behaviour of the men during their eight-month sojourn on the prairies 
had not gone unnoticed. Both L.W. Herchner, the commissioner of the 
N.W.NP., and his assistant W.M. Herchner were convinced that the patro? 
system was a necessary ald to the peacekeeping activities of the force, 
In their various reports for 1887, they recomended that permanent barracks, 
with the concomitant anenities of a stable and a corral, be built the | 
folowing year.!° 

Jn April 1888 detachments were once again posted at the selected sites 
‘along the Milk River. Snow storms temporarily delayed the trek from 
Lethbridge, and it was not until the end of the month that the men actually 
arrived at their outposts. At Writing-on-Stone the work of the new year 
was much the same as that of the old. PatroTling was begun on @ regular 
basis and those of the detachnent who were not required for this particular 
duty, busied thenselves with cutting Togs for the permanent buildings pro- 
Jected for the following year." A portable forge was also dispatched to 
Writing-on-Stone in the spring of 1888, and Constable McRae, the assistant 
blacksmith at Lethbridge, was kept fully occupied, '@ 

Unfortunately for the men stationed at riting-on-Stone, the patrolling 
season of 1888 was not noted for its tranquility. A wind storm struck the 





‘outpost during the first week of June, and in early Septenber a prairie 
fire conpletely burned out the camsite.'? The horses, too, were not 

lexenpt from the fury of the gods. An epidemic of typhoid influenza broke 
out in September, and before it abated the majority of horses billeted at 
‘the outpost had died.! These misfortunes not only delayed retrieval of 











the logs which had been cut for next year's construction, but also forced 
the relocation of the camp. Just after the outbreak of influenza the out- 
post was moved three miles down river in the hope that the disease would 
not spread to all the aninals.!® 

‘Another unpropitious event which occurred during 1888 was the desertion 
of Constable JoIliffe. Oeane reported that a four-horse teanster by the 
rane of Constable Findlay instigated the deed while the two were conveying 
provisions to the frontier outposts. It seems he convinced Jolliffe that 
desertion was @ more attractive alternative to continued service in the 
police force, and on Nay 21, both men crossed the boundary into the United 
states. 16 

By far the most exciting incident of 1889 was the border detachnent's 
involvement in the Max Hoppe murder case. A fugitive from the United 
States charged with the murder of one John Adans, Hoppe found his way to 
Writing-on-Stone in mid-May and was promptly arrested by Constable £1110t 
for petty theft. Sergeant Halliday escorted Hoppe into division head- 
quarters whence he was extradited to Fort Benton, Montana, where he was 
tried by a jury and sentenced to twenty years in the penitentiary. The 
entire episode was closely followed in the Lethbridge News and the nen of 
Writing-on-Stone were praised for their action in bringing the man to 
justice. !7 

When the Weiting-on-Stone outpost was first established in 1887, it was 
Sntended that permanent bul dings would be erected within one year. AS we 
have seen, the influenza epdemic of 1888 temporarily suspended this plan, 
but in the sunmer of 1889 construction was begun on the barrack building, 
the stable and the hay corral. Deane reported that the cutting of aédi- 
‘tional Togs began in June and that al] the work was done by the division, 
supervised by Staff Sergeant Keenan.'® He stated further that while up 
to $1,100 was allotted for the construction of three frontier outposts, 
only $975 was actually expended. Construction costs for lriting-on-Stone 
totalled a mere $291.90.!2 Staff Sergeant Keenan, despite suffering from 
dysentery, did an admirable job of construction, so much so in fact that 
tthe minister of custons, Mr. McKenzie Bowell, said he "had not seen many 
better Tog houses even in Ontario". The barrack building measured 28 
feet by 18 feet with @ small Tean-to kitchen 12 feet by 16 feet. beneath 
tthe kitchen a “good cellar” vas dug and the roof of the entire conplex 











was shingled. The stable, the roof of which was also shingled; measured | 
18 feet by 30 feet and was supposed to hold up to ten horses.°! The hay } 
corral measured 55 feet by 40 feet, and in Decenber 1889 contained sone | 
20 tons of hay. Monty Baker, who inspected the canp in early October, 
reported that the buildings had been plastered inside with Tine and out~ 
side with clay. He concluded his weekly report with the prediction that 
the coning winter would find the men of Writing-on-Stone coafortably 
roused.” 
Construction work, however, was not the sole activity of the detachnent 
during 1889. Datly patrols were assiduously maintained, the six to telve 
horses travel1ing on the average of 350 miles per week.* Unfortunately. 
desertions continued to plague “K" Diviston, the Kriting-on-Stone detach 
ment accounting for eighteen per cent of the total. In Apri] Constable 
Squires deserted and in June Constable Skirts did the sane,”® Deane was 
far from renorseful at the 1oss of these men, in fact he adaitted that 
having suffered through the pangs of parting, he was not at al7 anxious 
10 renew their acquaintance. 
With the coning of spring 1890, construction began anew at Kriting-on- 
Stone. A lean-to was added to the barrack building, 16 feet by 20 feet, 
and a blacksmith shop was built, 18 feet by 24 feet.°© The former, in- 
tended as roces for an officer and the N.C.0. in charge of the detachnent, 
had a shingle roofs a corral, 36 feet by 24 feet, four rats high with a 
shelter at one ends and a stone storehouse, 20 feet by 16 feet. According 





to Deane, the storehouse was not finished during the regular construction 
season.2” although this is not clear, {t seems that storm porches could 
also have been added to both the front and back doors of the barrack 
building in 1890. Unfortunately, the wording of the weekly, monthly, and 
annual reports of the superintendents is such that various conclusions can 
be drawn from one and the same reference. 

There are nany references to prairie fires in the early history of 
Writingeon-Stone, Situated in the centre of an often drought-stricken 
prairie, the detachment was regularly called upon to fight these destruc 
tive conflagrations. Sparks from the engines uf passing trains were the 
host frequent cause of fires, although careless conbays may have contrib 
lited. The first fire started by a train in the vicinity of Nriting-on- 
Stone began on Novenber 20, 1890, originating just below the international 


boundary to the southeast of the outpost. The Tire made its way north in 
no tine. The brother of Montana Governor Joseph K. Toole dispatched a 
cowman to warn the detachnent, although the flames travelled at such a 
speed that he had a hard time to keep ahead of it, This fire was even- 
tually brought under contro? by the men of Kriting-on-Stone waging the 
battle for ten and one-half hours.” 

(On 25 July 1890, Constable W.S. Young absented hiuself from Writing-on- 
Stones he went south and has not been seen since, Desertions, and even 
‘nore commonly drunkenness, continued to plague the border outposts during 
this time. These were isolated posts where the daily routine was tedious 
and the living conditions were davnright primitive (where prisoners in the 
Lethbridge guardhouse slept on cots, the police had to Ife dow on wooden 
trestles). While we may not condone the actions of such as Constable Young, 
wwe can appreciate that one might develop an antipathy to a hard 1ife that 
had little to offer in the way of security, creature conforts, or Financial 
rewards. 

Towards the end of 1890, Deane received instructions from the conmis~ 
sioner ordering a1] frontier outposts reduced to three men each during the 
winter months, one corporal and two constables. The superintendent, who 
was always ready to tangle with the frascible L.. Herchner, eventually 
acceded to the denand but not before he informed his superior of the dire 





consequences of such a move. "I do not hesitate to say." he remarked in 
Novenber “that when our frontier posts are depleted wholesale smuggling 
will take place right along the border. . . ."9° unable to conceal his 
lack of confidence in Herchner's judgnent he concluded his presentation 
with the sarcastic coment "but in view of your instructions my duty 
terminates with that representation". Corporal Higginbotham and two con- 
stables kept watch at Writing-on-Stone for the winter of 1890. 

[Although construction of the major buildings at riting-on-Stone had 
been completed by 1890, there were minor additions and a nunber of major 
repairs during the following years. In 1892, the barrack but Iding was 
sheathed with Manfla paper and wood and in the following yeer part of the 
keitchen roof was re-shingled and Corporal Dickson's room was funigated.*! 
Funigation was repeated in 1895, because the detachnent was continuel ly 
bothered by bugs. Staff Sergeant Belcher renarked that he had caught a 
Gozen of the nasty creatures in his room, dropping from the ceiling onto 
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his bed. New sills were instatled under the barracks in 1896-1897 and 
at regular intervals the structure was remidded, wnite-nashed and painted 
inside.*> In 1915, major repairs were undertaken on most of the buildings 
at the outpost; the purchase list for the project suggests that the bar- 
racks was re-shingled and repainted on the inside. The last reference 
to the condition of the buildings came in March 1918, just two months 
prior to their permanent closure, At that tine Inspector Chaney reported 
that Mrfting-on-Stone was in very satisfactory condition. = 

‘The blacksmith shop at Nriting-on-Stone had a rather tempestuous his- 
tory. In 1893 the structure was destroyed by fire, and in 1908 the re- 
constructed shop was washed away in a flood. The civeunstances surrounding 
the fire are clouded in controversy because the investigation carrfed out 
by Inspector Morris was “carelessly conducted and incomplete in its re- 
sults".3® The inspector's irregular procedures in determining the loss 
Sustained at the outpost caused his men to question nis veracity. The 
commissioner as well as Superintendent Deane were of the opinion that 
Inspector Morris was to blane for the misunderstanding and censured him 
accordingly. The butlding itself was easily replaced, the Togs being 
hauled from Pendant d'Orei1le, 35 miles east of lriting-on-Stone. One 
report suggests that the new structure would be relocated south and a 
Tittle east of the stable, because then, in case of another fire, the 
sparks would be out of the direct line of the hay stack.°” There is no 
evidence that this was done, however, and probably the new blacksmith shop 
--24 feet by 22 feet with 2 “squeezer" attached-- was rebufTt on the orig- 
inal site, 

(On June 6, 1908, the MiTk River rose 12 feet in two hours. The casue 
alties of this unprecedented catastrophe included the latrine, portions 
of the fence, and the entire blacksmith shop. After the water had sub- 
sided and the damage was assessed, Superintendent J.0, Wilson, officer 
commanding the Lethbridge district, recommended that a new blacksmith shop 
be erected at either Writing-on-Stone or Coutts. It is clear that the 
Vatterwas the final choice, since there is no further reference to a black- 
smith shop at Writing-on-Stone after this date. 

Following its construction in 1889, the stable at weiting-on-Stone 
Uunderwent major repairs twice. In Septesber 1895, an iron rod 18 feet 
Tong was inserted in the roof to prevent it from spreading.*® and in 
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October 1906, 1,000 feet of planking was added to the floor.‘ The coming 
of spring usually saw the re-mudding and whitewashing of the buildings as 
well. The Tean-to horse shelter attached to the north wall of the stable, 
however, had a history similar to that of the blacksmith shop. By 1894 
the original structure was gone and had been replaced by a sod stable, 
estimated to hold up to ten horses.” In the autunn of 1902, this struce 
ture was in turn torn down and replaced by a Tean-to built on the west 
wall of the stable. Since the nunber of men posted at Writing-on-Stone 
had declined markedly FoTtowing the Klondike Gold Rush and the South 
African War, 4 was no longer necessary to house large nunbers of horses 





‘The new lean-to therefore provided but four extra stalls." 

On the east side of the stable, although not directly attached to it, 
was the storage or tack room. Completed in 1891, the floor of this build 
‘ng was three feet below ground and the walls, constructed entirely of 
sandstone, were six feet high."* In July 1893, 2 new roof was constructed 
land in Hay 1902, $20 was allotted for the same repairs.4° Tt appears, how 
fever, that these repairs were never made, because in July 1902, the assist- 
ant commfssioner commented that the buflding was unfit for use and could 
do with a new roof.*® an obscure reference in the Novenber 1903 monthly 
report also noted that repairs were needed on the tack roon, although it 
4s reasonably certain that the butlding saw Tittle use following 1902. 

Of the remaining buildings at Writing-on-Stone, the coal shed deserves 
at least a passing mention. Coal was used to heat the detachment but ld- 
ings and prior to 1908 the Blacksmith shop was in constant need of it as 
well. According to police records there were at Teast two, and possibly 
three, coal sheds at Kriting-on-Stone. The first was constructed in 1890, 
land measured ten feet by 12 feet. Although this is not certain, it seems 
that repairs were undertaken on the structure in the sumer of 1893, at 
east to the extent that shingles were placed on the roof.‘® The second 
butiding was erected in the fall of 1895. Local sandstone was used in 
tthe construction and it was reported that 200 feet of Tuber were required 
to make doors for the building, as well as for other repairs at the out- 
post.’ In duly 1902, a bare tro months after the shed's roof had been 
renewed, the assistant commissioner nated that a new coal shed needed to 
be bui1t.®? There seens to be no written evidence that this was done, 
but photographs and recent archaeological investigations reveal that a 
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shed was built along the west wall of the barrack building in 1915. It 
‘measured approximately six feet square and is said to have been shingled.°! 
Assistant Commissioner MclVIree's reconmendation was obviously not fol- 


Towed inmediately, but bureaucracies sometimes operate at incredibly slow 
speeds. It is not surprising that the powers that be within the Mounted 
Police should have taken 13 years to build a coal shed. 
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THE EVER-PRESENT MOUNTED POLICE 


While construction proceeded apace at Writing-on-Stone, the problem 
of prairie fires continued to plague the detachment. Trains were stil] 
the main cause of these conflagrations, so much so in fact that Deane 
was forced to comment: 

The whoTe country has been Titerally burnt up by fires started in most 
cases by trains... . We have systematically examined the engines to 
see if they were fitted with spark arresters, and experience goes to 
Show that they are no protection whatever. 

is remarks came at the end of @ particularly disastrous fire year for 
‘the Lethbridge district. In July 1893, a fire burned a large portion of 
the quarantine reserve at liriting-on-Stone, and later that summer yet 
another fire swept down fron the Lethbridge-to-Nedicine Hat railway Vine 
and conpletely destroyed the hay camp at the same outpost, In a report 
dated August 1, 1893, Corporal Richardson, N.C.0. in charge of Writing- 
on-Stone, described his detachment's efforts to arrest the first blaze: 





I saw snoke which appeared to cone from the southern part of the Quaran- 
tine reserve, I inmediately sent out Const. Noran to discover where- 
abouts the stoke was coming from, he cane back and reported that, there 
was a large prairie fire burning’on the quarantine reserve and that it 
appeared to have cone from the Anerican side. Const. Pratt and myself 
iimediately started out to see what we could do in the way of Fighting 
the fire, but there was a strong wind blowing that it was impossible for 
lus to cope with it. I therefore sent a despatch to Corp. Caudle for alt 
the assistance he could render, he sent me a team, water and four men 
and we fought it on the north side of the trail to the mouth of the Red 
River, then crossing the burnt ground to the other side we put it out on 
that Side, but a strong gale got up and we were too small a party to 
master'it. T then rode around and saw that it was burning so close to 
HiT River that it would do no damage in that Tocality so I told the men 
they could go hone {t being 3 or 4 in the morning as far as 1 could 
Judge. Const. Pratt and I then rode the outskirts of the fire, and saw 
That. the wind on the east side was so strong that it was gradually blow- 
ing It out. Monday morning I sent Const. Moran out to ride the quaran- 
tine reserve and to see that the fire in the vicinity was all out. He 
came back about 5 pm and reported that he had seen several patches ablaze 
but had pyt then all out. Fire is out now in the vicinity of writing- 
fn Stone. 


The absence of prairie fires in 1898 gave the Writing-on-Stone detach- 
tment one easy summer, but they were soon given more than enough to keep 
them occupied. In May 1895, a blaze swept down from the Sweetgrass Hills 
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of Montana, and before it was extinguished it burned an estimated 23,000 
acres south of the Milk River.? There fs evidence too, that in August 
1897 an even more destructive fire was started in the region of iriting- 
‘on-Stone. It had apparently broken out about two miles south of the HiTk 
River Ridge outpost, and within 24 hours it burned practically the whole 
‘of the quarantine ground, making ts way sone 3¢ miles west of Kriting- 
‘on-Stone. Police records estinated that this fire destroyed in the 
neighbourhood of 160,000 acres. 

When the settlers began to arrive in the Tate 1890s, the frequency of 
the prairie blazes abated somewhat. Cultivation of the land and the fact 
‘that more men were now avaiTable to conbat the fires account for the re~ 
duction, Occasional flare-ups, however, could stiTI be ruinous. For 
cexanple, a fire which started in April 1903, burned over seven or eight 
‘townships before 4 was brought under control. Superintendent J.V. Begin, 
officer conmanding the Lethbridge district, reported that {t took the 
combined efforts of the police "and all available settlers” to bring the 
blaze under control. Even at that, the battle had to be waged for "over 
‘two days and nights' 

Perhaps the most important service provided by the mn at Writing-on- 
Stone was the maintenance of the quarantine reserve, keeping it clear of 
American cattle. Under the Animal Contagious Disease Act, quarantine 
regulations were established in 1887 requiring all cattle, with the ex- 
ception of those required for breeding purposes and those which entered 
the country duty-free as part of settlers’ personal effects, to be subject, 
‘to inspection and held in quarantine for 90 days.° From 1887 to 1892, 





the quarantine reserve consisted of al1 Tand, two townships deep, from 
the western boundary of Manitoba to the base of the Rocky Mountains. An 
order-in-councl? dated September 17, 1892, reduced this area to three 
smal] sections of land against the northern boundary of Montana. This 
second reservation consisted of "that section of country between the Milk 
River on the north and the international boundary on the south, with 
Writ ing-on-Stone Coulee on the east and the Right of Way of the Alberta 
Railway and Coal Company's Tine on the west". 

The promulgation of the quarantine legislation in 1887 did not tnme- 
diately result in an undue amount of work for the wen stationed at Nriting- 


on-Stone, Settlers were stil] few and far between and as far as quaran- 
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tine work was concerned, the only thing which distinguished the Writing- 
on-Stone detachnent was the repeated appearance of "Nothing of Importance” 
fn the Monthly Reports. Sy 1890, however, American cattle were "straying" 
north in ever-increasing numbers. Deane, not entirely convinced that the 
mmovenent was accidental, wrote to the Hontana Stock Growers Association, 
informing them that “the Police had received definite instructions to 
keep the Canadian quarantine ground clear*.® At the same tine he realized 





that enforcenent of the regulations was all but impossible. "It goes 
without saying," he reported in 1890, “that cattle cannot be educated to 
respect an imaginary line--they will go to water--and the water they can- 
not be prevented from seeking is that of the KiTk River".° In contra~ 
vention of Canadian legislation, Deane established the MiTk River as the 

de facto international boundary as far as cattle were concerned. 

If frerican cattle were allowed to graze north of the border, American 
and Canadian settlers who deliberately ignored the quarantine regulations 
were seldom treated with the same Teniency. When an Anerican sheep rancher 
by the nane of J.L. Grant tried to establish himself on the reserve in 
‘August 1892, he was curtly informed that he would have to remove his 
entire outfit.!° In 1897, a similar action was taken ageinst a Morman 
by the name of Perret who had brought in 2600 head of sheep from Cardston. 
Interestingly enough, both gentlemen maintained that they had been given 





official permission to settle on the quarantine grounds, but subsequent 
police investigation revealed that the Dominion Lands Agent had issued no 
such authorization. Accordingly, the police turned the sheep men off the 
Tand. 

Inasmuch a5 American cattle presented a problem to the Canadian author= 
ities, it must be mentioned that @ number of Arerican ranch omers did 
their best to keep the difficulty at a minisun. In Decenber 1892, the 
Circle Ranch, run by the Conrad Brothers, posted a range rider on the 
Canadian side of the border to drive back cattle which had accidentally 
strayed north.!2 in 1896, the Flowerree and Company ranch contributed 
an additional man, and in 1907 it was reported that Writing-on-Stone, 
Coutts, and Pendant d'Orei1Te each housed a range rider provided by 
American ranchers. With the exception of a few minor run-ins with the 





American ranchers, Superintendent Deane and his subordinates were very 
‘impressed with the work done by the range riders and occasionally went. 


o 
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so far as to deprecate the complaints submitted by Canadian settlers. !* 


Ina letter to the commissioner on January 1, 1901, Deane commented that 
"we require the cooperation of the authorities and men of standing on the 
other side of the Tine, and they have lately shown and are now showing 
hhow willing they are to help... ". He renarked further that "the 


ng the MiTk River suffers very Tittle damage 
15 


public domain of Canada al 





from the occasional incursion of cattle from Montana 

If the officers of the Lethbridge district were appreciative of Anerican 
assistance, the conmissioner, assistant commissioner, and comptroller of 
‘the force were upset with the practice of housing these range riders at 
border detachnents free of cost. Assistant Conmmissfoner J.Hl. NeITIree 
argued that the Anericans' practice of supplying fresh beef to the de- 
‘tachwents in exchange for board and room was highly objectionable and 
could ead to varied misunderstandings.'® The comptroller concurred with 
his colleague's views and recommended that in future the police pay for 
any beef the riders might supply to them.'7 These recommendations, in 
slightly amended form, were eventually acted upon. On Novenber 26, 1902, 
fa letter was sent to Inspector J.¥. Segin in Lethbridge informing him 
that "In future Anerican Line Riders will not be permitted to live reg- 
ularly at any Police Detachnent" and that the detachments “are on no 
account to accept beef from any Anerfcan cattle men". 

In spite of the efforts of bath the police and the Anerican line riders 
to keep the U.S. cattle south of the line, they persistently drifted 
northwards. By the turn of the century the problem was conpounded by 
U.S. ranchers, who, in order to evade Canadian custons and veterinary 
inspections, crossed their cattle at @ nunber of points along the border. 
By 1902, Superintendent Gegin was urgently requesting that three addi 
tional fen be posted at the boundary detachnents in order to combat this 
problen.!9 The civilian authorities in Ottawa were also concerned with 
the encroachment of Anerican cattle on Canadian settlers. On January 9, 
1903, Commissioner of Customs John McDougald issued the following edict 
wich was to be posted along the boundary line: 

Round-up parties entering Canada for the purpose of taking out cattle or 
other Tive stock are required to report at the nearest custom house after 
crossing the frontier, and obtain a permit from a custom officer in the 


regular way. This petmit will be subject to the conditions that the 
‘round-up white tn Canada shall be accospanied by a menber of the Police 
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force, or by an officer of customs, whose duty it will be especially to 
See that Canadian cattle are not disturbed on their ranges, and that 
American Tive stock are taken across the line and properly reported out~ 
wards end also that foreign live stock unentered for duty are not branded 
fn Canadian territory. 

The pasturing of foreign live stock is not permitted without duty entry 
at the Custons house, The owners will be held strictly accountable after 
‘June T, 1903, for keeping foreign Tive stock out of Canada, under penalty 
of seizure and forfeiture. Casual “estrays” will be specially dealt with 
fron tine to tine, but the ons of groof that cattle are “estrays” tn any 
instance will rest on their omners.£0 








Nedougald's edict naturally placed added strain on the already depleted 
resources of the Neiting-on-Stone detachnent. Two men were requisitioned 
specifically for cattle patrol, leaving only one man stationed permanently 
at the barracks. In addition to these special patrols, one constable was 
‘also instructed to accompany each round-up before June 1, and check the 
number of cattle involved. And if these measures proved ineffective, 
orders were issued that a police round-up would follow the Anerican one. 
Cattle, it sens, had now become the raison d'etre for the N.W.M.P. in 
southern Alberta. 

It is doubtful whether the N.W.H.P. were originally intended to serve 
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as preventive custons officers along the international boundary, but the 
services the force provided after assuming the position were invaluable. 
For the most part, the duties related to foreign cattle illegally crossing 
‘the border, but occasionally the police were called upon to investigate a 
Tocal smuggler or to discover the whereabouts of horses which had myste~ 
FHously disappeared from ranches on both sides of the border. It is not 
clear when exactly they assuted these functions, but from police records 
fone can speculate that they began in or about the fall of 1891.2 

hen the W.W.M.P. first arrived in the Canadian West, horse stealing 
was nore or less the preserve of the Indians. They prided themselves on 
their ability to abscond with their enemies’ horses, and the lack of 
effective patrols along the boundary allowed such activities to 90 un- 
punished. The appearance of settlers in the mid-1890s forced the Indians 
into the background, but unfortunately it did not do away with their much 
adsived pastine. Horse stealing and smuggling was now taken up by the 
white men, and regrettably, they were as efficient and cunning as their 
Indian predecessors. 

nile the history of the lriting-on-Stone detachment contains many tales 
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of horse thieves, one incident deserves special mention because it shows 
how dependent the custons officials were on the police. The incident re- 
volved around one G.H. Hughes, @ special officer of customs at Coutts, who 


naintained that the lack of police assistance in July 1913 had prevented 





him from apprehending horse smugglers operating in the vicinity of Writing- 
on-Stone, The charge was conpletely Tacking in truth, but the investiga 
‘tion conducted by Superintendent J.0. Wilson revealed far more than mere 
ineptitude on the part of the customs official. On the night of July 19, 
1913, Hughes reported to Superintendent Wilson that he had seen sone 150 
head of horses with four riders and a wagon heading north between Police 
Coulee and the Erickson bridge. He maintained that at the time he was 
returning from an easterly patrol along the boundary and was unable to 
stop the outfit owing to lack of police protection. Wilson, upset at the 
prospect of smugglers escaping their due punishnent, telephoned iemediately 
(0. in charge of the line detachnent, asking 
‘that he undertake @ thorough search for the smugglers. An altercation 
between Green and Nilson was the first fruit of this request, but be thet 
as it may, @ thorough search was undertaken with Tittle or no positive re~ 
sults. Constable J.D. MeDowell of Coutts and Constable F.E. Torpey of 
riting-on-Stone who patrolTed the area on the 20th "failed to locate any 
such bunch [of horses] in the south country".°? A subsequent investiga 
tion conducted by Corporal A.P. White, the N.C.0. in charge of Writing- 
on-Stone, on the 23rd was only sTightly more productive. Nunerous settlers 
said that they had seen a herd of horses but no one had seen the wagon or 


to Sergeant H.U, Green, the N. 





the four riders. To confirm that the smugglers had not eluded the southern 
detachments and travelled farther north, the Grassy Lake detachment was 
also requested to conduct @ search. In a report dated July 23, Sergeant 
Cid. Coleridge reported that "I had satisfied myself that no hundred head 
fof horses had come north at all..." 
nce the police investigation had been completed, Wilson reported to 
‘the commissioner that he was perfectly satisfied no such outfit had passed 
‘through the Kriting-on-Stone area. He denied categorically Hughes" aTle- 
gation that the police had not provided suffictent protection and main- 
‘tained further that the custons officer could not realistically expect the 
police to accompany him on all his trips.° Whether oF not the horses 
Were smuggled across the border will probably never be known. Fortunately 
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this incident was not typical of the relationship between custons officer 
and preventive officer. Had {t been, the customs officers would have cone 
out looking very bad indeed. They issued orders and complained bitterly 
when things went wrong, but the police did al1 the work. 

In July 1915, the men from Writing-on-Stone were involved in yet another 
controversial incident, related to their duties as preventive officers. 

On this occasion, however, the men were severely reprimanded for what the 
commissioner considered irresponsible and improper conduct. The incident 
revolved around the allegedly improper seizure of a bull by men stationed 
at the outpost, and a complaint Todged by A.J. King, the collector of 

customs at Great Falls, Montana, which occasioned the police investigation 

(On duly 15, 1915, Constables R. Eland and W.0. Wightman crossed the 
{international boundary and seized a bul7 belonging to Hr. Peter Bielen, a 
Canadian cattlenan whose ranch was located on the border to the southeast 
of lriting-on-Stone. The bull had apparently been purchased from an 
American vancher two years previous and was suspected not to have been 
entered at the custons house at Coutts. Bielen's trial was held on July 
29 before Justices of the Peace R.A. Wynn and T. Verburg. The accused 
pleaded guilty and was ordered to pay fifty dollars in fines plus court 
costs. The anount totalled seventy-five dollars and seventy-five cents.7® 

Ordinarily this would have been the end of the case, but the day after 
the trial two U.S. citizens, plus Mr. and Mrs. Peter Bielen and son Charles, 
filed affidavits in Sweetgrass alleging impropriety on the part of the 
RAN.KM.P. offietals. Mr. King concurred with these views and in a letter 
to the commissioner on August 7, claimed that the action of the police 
was "a serious infraction of the laxs of the United States and a violation 
of the fundanental rights of residents of the United States".’7 Since the 
reputation of the force would suffer if the matter were not thoroughly 
investigated, Commissioner A- Bowen Perry instructed Inspector F.K. Chaney 
to look into the matter. 

On the Téth of August 1915, at Writing-on-Stone, Inspector Chaney's 
board of inquiry was convened and two charges were formally laid against 
Constable R. Eland: 

(1) 0n oF about the 15th. day of July, 1915 [he did] enter the United 
States of America in uniform contrary to Para. 34 7.4 R.'03, 


(20m or about the TSth. day of duly 1915 being senior Constable in 
charge of the patrot [he did] neglect his duty in allowing Reg. No. 5902, 
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Constable Wightman, H.D., to enter the United States of Anerica in uniform 
contrary to Para. 348. &R, 109.28 

The evidence for the prosecution consisted entirely of Constable Wightman’s 
testimony a5 to the circusstances surrounding the seizure, The questions 
posed by Inspector Chaney dvelt mostly on the attire worn by the two con= 
stables and whetner or not any arms were carried across the border, The 
case for the defence included Eland’s account of the incident and corrob- 
orative statenents by Constable C. Lodder of Writing-on-Stone and Thonas 
Samuel Price, the sub-collector of custons at Coutts. Price maintained 
resolutely that Constable Eland's behaviour was beyond reproach and that 





it was the accepted custom of the country for riders to crass the border 
land round up stock which had accidentally strayed. Chaney's verdict re~ 
flected Price's evaluation of the incident. Eland was adjudged not guilty 
and both charges were dismissed. The minutes of adjudication read as 
follows: 
Aithough according to the evidence the accused allowed Constable Wightsan 
to enter the United States of Anerica in uniform and I an of the opinion 
that he did so-in absolute good faith, and is quite innocent of any intent 
to violate Para. 34 of R. BR. ‘09. Not only so, but also that he con- 
Sentiously [sic] bel ieved that under this para. he was privileged to use 
his discretion as to whether he considered it necessary in performance of 
his duty, to enter the United States of Anerica, in uniform. Delay in 
acting tn this particular case according, to his evidence, would have al loved 
the Guilty party to escape prosecution. <9 

nce again, one would have expected the case to end here, but on this 
‘occasion the commissioner and comptroller of the police force were dis 
satisfied with the final results of the inquiry. Comiisstoner Perry argued 
that Eland should have been convicted for perpetrating what was obviously 
an iMegal act and that the customs of the country had absolutely nothing 
te do with it, Wnile it would have been bad form to overrule Inspector 





Chaney's decision, Perry did write to the officer comanding the Lethbridge 
district, insisting that Constable Eland be repri 
duty along the international boundary.*° Only after this was done did the 


inded and renoved from 





commissioner formally express his regrets to the United States Customs 
Service 

In 1886, Commissioner L.K. Herchner observed that "The enforcenent of 
‘the Tiquor law is the most disagreeable and trying service the North-West 
Mounted Police have to discharge, and in this particular service, more 
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than in any other, our weakness is apparent".°" Strange as it my seem, 
Herchner's views on this subject were unanimously endorsed by his sub- 
ordinates, including Superintendent Deane. The laws governing prohibition 
were viewed by one and all to be archaic and an insult to freedom-loving 
men. "Men cannot live by bread alone" may have been a cliche, but for 
the thirsty citizens of the Canadian West, including the menbers of the 
N.MM.P., t was the unvarnished truth. 

By the law of 1873, the manufacture of Liquor or its inportation into 
the North-lest Territories was prohibited except by permission of the 
Lieutenant-Governor.2” For the men stationed at Writing-on-Stone, en- 
forcement of the act inevitably meant scouring the countryside in search 
of whiskey smugglers from Montana, specifically Fort Benton. The unpop= 
ularity of the legislation naturally made this task close to impossible, 
but to add to the difficulty, the country surrounding liriting-on-Stone 
contained many coulees where the culprits could easily cache their goods 
and thenselves avoid police detection. It is not too such to say that the 
smuggling of Tiquor in southern Alberta was a very profitable business 
‘indeed, and as long as the denand existed there was little or nothing the 
N.WLM.P. could do, or for that matter wanted to do, to arrest the {Tlicit 
traffic. 

Perhaps the mo 





amusing aspect of the prohibition era was the inge- 
ious ways which the smugglers found to transport their goods across the 





border. Since outposts the Tikes of liriting-on-Stone were strategically 
Tocated along the entire Tength of the boundary, it was necessary that 
the traffickers travel at night. Horse-dravn wagons were the usual mode 
of transportation and twenty to thirty miles was the average distance 
‘traversed in any one day. But that was all that one could realistically 
predict regarding the resourceful smugglers. The means enployed to trans~ 
port the {T1iett product beggared the imagination. It was brought across 
the line secreted in packages of merchandise; in tinned fruit and vege- 
tables; in casks of Flour and sugars in carloads of hogs or Tunbers and 
as eggs. An unusually high number of “pregnant” wonen were also reported 
‘to have crossed the border stations during the prohibition period. Sur 
prisingly enough, the very sane wonen suffered "miscarriages" once they 
had crossed the line. A passage fron the Royal Commission on Liquor 
Traffic in Canada (1895) outlines how the smugglers capitalized on the 





Frequent train service between Montana and southern Alberta and between 








British Columbia and Alberta: 


[A whiskey man would go west {n the morning and engage a Pullman berth at 
a place where the train stops half an hour for supper. During the tine 
jehwas there he would make arrangements with the porter by which he (the 
whiskey man) filled nis berth with kegs OT whiskey. We [the N.W.M.P.] 
were not allowed to search pullmans for whiskey. hen he got near 
Calgary the Tiquor would be thrown off Just before the train pulled in. 
nother way was thet @ man coming down in the colonists’ car would use 
rubber beds and pillows filled with whiskey. They had it all over the 
train. Tt would be in the berths, on the top, underneath, in front, on 
‘the engine, on the tender, and where the water was kept, and they would 
Tet down tanks and kegs with a rope and let them stay there. The Tiquor 
Would be dropped off at convenient places, and they would have men there 
fn the spot ready to carty it anay. OF course, the officers could not 
watch al these places.* 


The i1licit traffic In liquor abated somewhat in 1892 wien the Govern= 
rent of the North-Hest Territories authorized the granting of licences 
for the sale of intoxicating Tiquor--The Liquor Licence Ordinance of 
1991-92. In his annual report for 1892, Coamissioner Herchner comended 
the worth of the new law, provided of course that it was properly en- 
forced. superintendent Deane had cause to be slightly more jubilant 
over the biIT's introduction. In his annual report for the year ending 
1892, he noted with satisfaction that there had been a diminution of 
Grunkenness in the Lethbridge district.*? Pubiic drunkenness, however, 





was not the only problem with which the N.W.M.P. had to contend, Since 
the general orders of the farce forbade excessive consumption of Tiquor, 
smuggling into the varfous outposts continued at an undiminished rate. 

For the men stationed at Writing-on-Stone, the regulation benning 
Tiquor was a severe imposition. Life at the outpost was far from ex 
citing and the occasional stimulant provided an escape, however temporary, 
from an otherwise boring existence. Adnittedly, alcoholism was often the 
cause of desertions, dishonourable discharges, and even the occasional 
death, but had the men been allowed access to the comodity on a regular 
basis, it is conceivable that excessive drinking would not have resulted. 
Noderation breeds restraint, or so the saying goes, and who is to say that 
the men of Kriting-on-Stone would not have accepted the responsibilities 
which would have necessarily accompanied the privilege of being allowed 
to drink at the outpost? 

‘The fact remains, however, that Writing-on-Stone was in theory at Teast, 


a “dry" outpost. Not unexpectedly, several men of the detachnent were 
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Uunwi Ting to accept this state of affairs. In March 1899, one disgruntled 
individual, Special Constable Tetu, endeavoured to rectify the situation 
by smuggling some liquor into the post. The scenario of his plan was as 
follows: once he had obtained the contraband, Special Constable Davis, @ 
four horse teamster, was to transport it to Kriting-on-Stone. Once at the 
outpost the alcohol would be distributed to those who were wanting, and 
presumably Tetu would net a tidy profit from the returns. Unfortunately 
for all concerned, the liquor was spotted by Sergeant Brymer, the N.C.0. 
{in charge of Hriting-on-Stone, who forbade Davis to have anything to do 
with (t. For all his effort, Tetu's only reward was 2 discharge effective 
Naren 23, 1099.28 

In addition to the smuggling incidents, the Kriting-on-Stone outpost 





was plagued with other alcohol related problens, such as desertion and 
insubordination. Examination of R.C-H.P. Files reveal that upwards of 
thirteen percent of the men engaged at Writing-on-Stone were reprimanded, 
‘Fined or imprisoned for drunken behaviour, while approximately ten percent 
of those who deserted had a history of alcohol-related offences. One 
individual stands out as a particularly sad exanple of how liquor ruined 
a career. In the ten years John Whittaker spent in the N.K.N.P., at least 
ive of which were spent at Kriting-on-Stone, he was charged no Tess than 
three tines with being intoxicated while on duty. The Fines he accumulated 
for such behaviour anounted to forty-five dollars, and he was forced to 
spend sone fourteen days either confined to barracks or engaged in hard 
Tabour. In tay 1903, four months after his transfer from Writing-on-Stone 
to Lethbridge, Whittaker deserted from the force. His last known where- 
abouts was Sweetgrass, Montana, where he was reported to be in a constant: 
state of inebriation.7 

If the peaceful daily routine of Mriting-on-Stone was rarely disrupted 
by desertions caused by alcohoTism, it was more than occasionally inter 
rupted by whet can only be termed common desertions. Ke have already 
seen that five men deserted from the outpost prior to 1897, and unfortu- 
nately the pattern was repeated during a number of years following. In 
‘June 1891, Constable Janes Mard abandoned his post and crossed the bound- 
ary into the United States. There had apparently been no suggestion that 
he was contemplating such a move, and Deane was initially somewhat re~ 
Tuctant to cal] him a deserter. The superintendent remarked that when 
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last seen, Ward had been riding an extrenely iT1-tenpered horse and it 
was not at all unlikely that he had been thrown, When his horse and 
equipment were retrieved a few days later fron a ranch in Montana, how- 
ever, Deane adnitted that he had been wrong and that there was little 
‘ikelihood of the constable ever returning to Writing-on-Stone.™ 

In 1892, alnost the entire detachment deserted fron the outpost. Ac- 
cording to police records, the N.C.0. in charge of Writing-on-Stone, 
Sergeant Ashe, had been far too easy with his men, with the inevitable 
result that they soon Tost al] respect for him. Contesptuous disregard 
for his authority showed itself in various trifling ways, for example his 
bedding was thrown down the latrine at Lethbridge, and eventually five of 
the six constables stationed at the post deserted for greener pastures in 
Nontana, After the unexpected departure of efghty-three percent of is 
detachment, Sergeant Ashe was transferred to "D" Division at Macleod. °? 
The sergeant, however, was not the sole casualty of this unfortunate in- 
cident. Commissioner Herchner was of the opinion that the officers, too, 





were to blaze. In a menorandun addressed to Superintendent Deane, the 
commissioner remarked that: 
the information in my possession, if true, would lead me to infer that a 


(great deal of the trouble has arisen fron Taxity and careless inspections 
[and] apathy and a want of interest on the part of the Inspector, which 


faturally influences the noncons and men.40 








As a result of an investigation held in the fall of 1892, Inspector Casey 
was suspended from the force for two months and thereafter transferred to 
another division.‘ 

The wholesale desertion of 1892 was the last serfous episode of that 
nature at Nriting-on-Stone. Constable Lackie took his Teave in 1893 to 
Visit the World's Fair, but subsequently surrendered to police officials.‘ 
In Septenber 1906, Constable 8. Dakin took what turned out to be & per~ 
manent unauthorized leave,*? and in June 1912, one month after his trans- 
fer fron Writing-on-Stone to Lethbridge, Constable Marshall was reported 
to have deserted fron division headquarters.4# 

nile occasional desertions can account for smaller decreases in the 
strength of the Kriting-on-Stone detachment, official police policy must 
be credited with the large scale reductions. From 1887 to 1897, there 
were on the average of 6.7 men stationed at the outpost, but from 1698 


onwards the mean was but 2.5. In the police records two explanations are 
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put forvard to account for 
Klondike Gold Rush of 1897-96 necessitated the transfer of sone 285 men 
to the Yukon Territory. 
of Regina were both stationed in the Yukon in Novenber 1698." second, 
‘the voluntary draft for the South Africa Mar reduced the nunber of men 
actively serving in the North-West Territories by approximately 160. The 
cutback in services affected Writing-on-Stone in the extreme. In 1900, 
there was but one corporal, one constable and four horses stationed at 
the outpost. Superintendent Deane was concerned lest the withdrawl of 
pen would force the closure of all the frontier outposts. As it was MiTk 


se rather startling cutbacks. First, the 





* Division out of Macleod and "8" Division out 


River Ridge and Little Bow detachnents had to be closed, and if any fur- 
ther reductions were to take place, Writing-on-Stone, St. Mary's, and 
Pendant d'Qre{ le would suffer the same fate. In his annual report for 
1900, Deane conmented that four men should be stationed at each of the 
outposts at all times. He also renarked that with Tess than three men the 
detachnents would be of no use whatever: "There are times when two men at 
Teast are required to go on patrol, or to perform a certain piece of work 
and then at Teast one must renain to Took after the government property 
etct.4© commissioner A. Bowen Perry expressed the sane opinion in his 
annual report for 1900, stating that all divisions were shorthanded and 
Somevhat disorganized ouing to the large numbers of men who had been per- 
mitted to proceed to South Africa. Perry also questioned the use of 





special constables as replacements for the men. "These men," he argued 
were temporarily enployed while the strength was much reduced, and their 
employment. appeared to be unavoidable. They are being discharged as rap- 
‘idly as possible... We should as far as possible be self-sustaining."*7 
Despite Deane and Perry's concern over the cutbacks, the frontier 
detachments were never restored to their original numbers. After 1900 
there were never more than three men stationed at Kriting-on-Stone at any 
fone time, and on at Teast two occasions the nunber was reduced to one. On 
Septenber 30, 1917, a bare seven sonths before the outpost was closed per- 
mmanently, it was manned by one corporal, one constable, and one special.“® 
If the shortage of men along the frontier was the cause of constant 
irritation for Deane and his successors, it did not prevent those who 
remained at liriting-on-Stone from executing their duty. Patrolling of the 
international boundary was sti11 the most important of police functions 
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and it was rare that the nen stationed at the outpost did not travel at 
Teast 800 miles per week in execution of this duty. Usually it was an 
extremely tedious task, but occasionally it did net sone results. In 1691 
for instance, @ patrol travelling between Writing-on-Stone and Pendant 
d'OretTie apprehended Thomas Eg1ington, a smuggler whose forte was secret~ 
{ng stolen horses in Canada‘? And as if daily patrols along the border 
were not enough to keep the men busy, Superintendent Begin compounded the 
constables’ duties by instructing that all settlers within the Lethbridge 
district be visited at least twice a month. when issuing the orders Begin 
was constrained to point out that such visits were not of a social nature 
and that the police were not to take advantage of the pioneer's kindness. 
The men were "not to make @ point in visiting settlers. . . at dinner time, 
a ae 
should cose as no surprise that the scarcity of people in the Writing-on- 
Stone region made the last stipulation rather difficult to enforce. Ae~ 
cording to several MiTk River senior citizens, the police were an obliging 
Jot and the settlers were appreciative of the work done on their behalf. 


hot to accept favours from then and not to be too friendly. 


One old-timer relates a story which fs illustrative of police adaptability 
to local conditions. It seems that a local farmer was unsure as to what 
he should do if an antelope were to accidently get caught in his fence. 
Ordinarily, the animal would have had to be freed for it was unlawful to 
KiT1 wild gane without a permit. The police officer at Writing-on-Stone, 
however, replied that the man would have to cut the anfmal's throat to 


51 isrepresentation of the law to be sure, but in some 


save its life. 
cases a rather liberal interpretation of the rules and regulations was 
the surest way to maintain law and order in the West. 

If the men stationed at Kriting-on-Stone were required to maintain 
order on the Canadian prairie, they were expected to do so in the thorough 
and efficient manner characteristic of W.W.M.P. work in general. Those 
on detachsent duty were regularly put through a course of drills and 
ectures and just as regularly drilled and examined on their knowledge 
of police duties. Since good marksmanship was an asset, not to say 
necessary for survival, the men were also obliged to take part in an 
annual revolver and rifle target practice. One of the men at Writing-on- 
Stone was particularly adept with the rifle. On several occasions 
Corporal Thomas Alexander Dickson represented "K" Division at the annual 
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rusketry competition held in Regina.°? Atthough each outpost initially 
had its ov rifle range, in 1902 a central range was established at 


Writing-on-Stone. "With very little iaprovenent,” renarked Inspector 
53 





Begin "it witT make a good range up to 500 yards."®* Two years later the 
facilities were tsproved and a new range up to 700 yards was constructed 
at the outpost." 

hinile the factlities for the annual rifle practice may have met the 
required standards, it should be noted that the equipment used by the 
N.MM.P. was at tines far from first-rate. The fanous Winchester rifle 
was largely unsuited for police work, and some of the anmunition used by 
‘the men had a nasty habit of exploding in their faces. AS it happened 
rst-hand. While Toading 
hhis rifle on the morning of Decenber 17, 1893, one of the cartridges 


Corporal Dickson was introduced to this defect 





accidentally exploded, a piece of the shell imbedded itself in his Tip, 
‘and his'face was covered with powder burns. There was some concern that 
he would lose an eye. Happily such was not the case, but the unfortunate 
corporal was forced to spend four days in the division infirmary before 
returning to his detachment. Superintendent Deane was justifiably upset 
‘over the incident; the shoddy supplies meant that the lives of his men 
would be endangered if they so much as attempted to clean their own equip~ 
nent. In his monthly report for Decenber 1893, he stated that the copper- 
capped cartridges which had caused the explosion would have to be replaced 
by the safer brass-capped bullets. °° 

Among the Mounted Police stationed at Writing-on-Stone nothing tended 
to arouse their courage and gallantry so much as the occasional hunt to 
capture a fugitive from justice or an expedition to assist a stricken 
settler, Sone of these incidents have already been related, such as the 
Max Hoppe murder case, but several more are worthy of wention. 

In 1894, Corporal Dickson of lriting-on-Stone succeeded in capturing 
three half-breeds who had begun a reign of terror in and around the 
Sweetgrass Hills. The culprits were implicated in the 1805 Rebe1Tion 
and were camped, with sone 40 others, just south of the international 
boundary. Their leader had on several occasions boasted of his group's 
defiance of the law and openly threatened death to anyone who interfered 
with thefr activities. According to Deane, the settlement may have been 
small in nunbers, but “they had becone an ever increasing nuisance to 
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‘their not very nunerous neighbours".°S 

On April 21, Corporal Dickson received word from a Montana settler 
‘that a smatl party of the Netis were on their way to Canada. A search 
was begun immediately, but without success. The chase was resuned on the 
following day and this tine the corporal found his mark. Superintendent 
Deane related how Dickson collared the criminals: 
linen dey dawned Corporal Oickson first of all secured the hal fbreeds 
horses and hid then at short distance. There were three half-breeds in 
the party and presently two of then started off to bring in their horses. 
Taking the precaution to arrest the man who was left. in canp Dickson then 
Uischarged the rifle and guns whlch he found in the camp, and the reports 
brought back the other two men, who Were easily secured in detail.5/ 
An investigation into the circumstances surrounding the arrest, however, 
discovered that it was made sone 22 chains--1452 feet-- inside American 
territory. It was held therefore that the Netis could not be extradicted 
as they were not fugitives from Justice under the act. Accordingly, they 
were released. To the delight of Deane and all those involved in the case, 
‘the three men did not return to the canp in the Sweetgrass HiITs. Shortly 
after the incident the U.S. Cavalry did its duty and forcibly dispersed 
the remaining inhabitants of the settlenent. The police may have Tost the 
egal case, but according to the superintendent they had been “the means 
of breaking up a nest of rascals". °® 

In August 1895, Corporal Richardson was involved in a rather unfor- 
tunate incident which began with the disappearance of @ four-horse team 
froa Writing-on-Stone, hen sent to Middle Butte, Montana, to investi- 
gate, he was shot in the hip by a drunken miner, one WiT}am Longs who 
was known as the Terror of the Buttes. "I hope I've hit him in a good 
spot," remarked Long, "if not, 1'11 come back and finish him in the 
norning."®® Fortunately for the corporal, one of the Tocal settlers 
drove him back to Writing-on-Stone before the deranged miner could re~ 
‘turn and complete the job. 

Needless to say, the incident caus 
the local Taw enforcement, agents were quick in exacting retributton. Ten 


somevinat of a stir in Montana and 





days after the shooting Deane was telegraphed by the sheriff in Middle 
Butte: “Wn. Long, very properly accounted for. He resisted arrest and 
was killed by Justice Brovne. iT] make every effort to protect your 
nen whenever possible".©% Protection at the expense of another man's 


2 


life, however, was not exactly what Oeane had in mind. He therefore con 
ducted his ow investigation into the inetdent, and the findings were 
anyti'ing but complimentary to the Americans. Although Long was killed 
fon the same day that Richardson had been wounded, the two events were 
entirely unrelated. Since Richardson was no longer within his reach, 
Long decided that he would settle permanently @ dispute with yet another 
of his enemies, Justice of the Peace Browne. Browne, hovever, spotted 
Long as he approached his home and opened fire imediately with 2 doubl 





barreled shotgun. The result was inevitable, and Long died a short time 
Tater. A coroner's jury was duly convened and the verdict delivered was 
death while resisting arrest. Brome, despite the fact that he knew 
nothing of the Richardson shooting, was exonerated on the grounds that he 
hhad been trying to arrest Long for wounding the policeman. On receipt of 
this news, Deane's only comment was that the sheriff's concern for the 
safety of the Mounted Police was “questionable’.®? 

In 1902, a case of cattle smuggling occurred near Mriting-on-Stone 
winich, because of ‘ts international ranifications, deserves spectal 
mention. It began when Superintendent Oeane tried to prove that an 
American ranching firm, the Spencer Brothers, had smuggled a large nunber 





of cattle into Canada, setting up operations east of the outpost. In 
1900, the firm had leased five tonnships, from Pendant d'OreiTTe down 
‘the Mik River to the international boundary, on the understanding that 
any cattle grazed on Canadian soil would first be registered at riting- 
‘on-Stone. The scheme was obviously open to all kinds of subterfuge, but 
police investigation revealed that political influence at the national 
level accounted for its approval. The law firm which represented the 
Spencer Brothers once had the Canadian minister of the interior as a 
partner 

Keeping in mind the political sensitivity of his inquiry, Deane pro 
ceeded to collect evidence against the Anerican ranchers. The evidence 
was conclusive, In 1900, just under Fifty per cent of the cattle that 
the Spencers brought into Canada were undeclared. In 1901, duty was paid 
on eighty-two cows and twenty heifers, but the total which had crossed 
‘the boundary iMegally anounted to at least 500 head. This information 
nted to the Customs Departnent and as a result the Spencer 





was duly pres 
Brothers were charged with seuggling 500 head of cattle into Canada, The 
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animals were valued at $15,000 and the Custons Department ordered that 
half that anount be deposited by the American firm until the case was 
settled, The ranchers, however, were nat prepared to co-operate with 

‘the Canadian authorities, and in response to the charges claimed that 

‘they had paid duty on all the inported cattle. Deane, never one to be 
put off by rhetoric, redoubled his investigation and discovered that 
exactly 587 head of cattle had been smuggled into Canada. In June he 
seized the cattle and held then for the Customs Department 62 

The Spencer Brothers were furfous over the seizure and quickly made 
‘their views known in Ottawa, Redress was almost immediate: Superintendent 
Deane was transferred to Macleod and the Customs Department reduced the 
Tine levied against the ranchers from $20,000, the value of the 587 head 
of cattle, to $6,000. The latter sum was eventually paid. The Spencer 
Brothers did file suit with the Canadian Governsant to have the money 
returned, but the Supreme Court of Canada threw the case out.®% 

The “absurdly tnadequate"®* fine levied against the two American 
ranchers and the blatant misuse of political authority was @ sorry re- 
Flection on the credibility of the Canadian Government. A policeman who 
had performed his duties adnirably for fourteen years was renoved from 
office simply because he had the nerve to investigate a friend of a friend 
of a friend in Government. Deane commented after his transfer that he had 
the “grim satisfaction of knowing that [he] had worked up a case in which 
there was not a single flaw, and which could not fail to be upheld by 
every tribunal in the Dominion".© such thoughts may have been comforting 
at the time, but in light of the fact that the case was never fully pros- 
ecuted, his thoroughness was a wasteof both tine and effort. 

There are many strange stories concerning the Indians at Writing-on- 
Stone, but investigation has proven that a few of them could be true. 

One such tale involved the unexpected discovery in 1908 of seven Indian 
skeletons in the clefts surrounding the outpost. Each of the bodies had 
been buried separately with the tonbs open to the sky and blocked froa 
the rear with a barrier of boulders and slab rock. While the human re- 
mains were an exciting find in themselves, the strange assortment of 
articles found beside the skeletons sparked even more interest. Of par- 
ticular significance were U.S. Cavalry spurs, rifles, and buttons en~ 


bossed with the spread eagle.°% Not unexpectedly, the origin of the 





35 


bodies and the accompanying regalia invited a number of hypotheses, but 
one in particular had a ring of truth about it 
After the battle of the Little Bighorn in 1876, Sitting Bull and his 
followers were reported to have made their way to Fort Kalsh in the 
Cypress Hills. The exodus fron the U.S. was of necessity made in haste, 
and it 1s conceivable that a smal] party say have temporarily canped at 
iriting-on-Stone to rest the wounded. If sone of the warriors died while 
at the canp, it is equally conceivable that they would have been buried 
jnediately and in the custooary Indian fashion. Speculation to be sure, 
but at the time there was little or no evidence to disprove this conclusion. 
Tn 1909, however, alnost @ year after the initial discovery, two eld- 
erly Cree Indians related a somewhat different story as to the orivin of 
the graves. Sy a series of hand gestures, Standing Indian suggested that 
‘the warriors had cone from the west. His companion, Little Wolf, con- 
curred, ‘adding "Come long time ago fran big river across mountains."®7 
The possible veracity of this story is tied to yet another incident in 





the glorious history of U.S.-Indian relations. In 1877 a band of Nez 
Perce Indians were forcibly evicted from their reserve in Washington. 
Their initial reluctance to abandoning the land was met with the force 

of the U.S. Cavalry, and their subsequent trek westward was marred by 
several similar encounters. After weeks of conflict, the haggard Indians 
made their last stand near Cutbank, Montana. Adnittedly, the route vie 
Writing-on-Stone was not the most direct to the Sioux camp, but had the 
fugitives made for the border imediately after the battle, they would 
more than likely have crossed in the vicinity of Mriting-on-Stone. AS 
the crow flies, Cutbank is but forty-five miles south-est of Nriting- 
on-Stone. 

Recently, Dr. Hugh Dempsey, of the Glenbow Foundation in Calgary, has 
advanced two additional explanations for the origin of the Indian graves. 
The first theory suggests that the graves are the remains of a saall 
group of Nez Perce who left the Sioux canp in 1878 and were trying to 
return to their ancestral lands. Fifteen such refugees were spotted on 
Birch Creek in Montana and Denpsey szys that the seven could represent. 
the casualites from a battle with the Blackfoot.°% In his second theory, 
Dempsey argues that "the graves were simply those of Indians who had 
captured, traded or been given old pieces of army equipment.*®9 There 
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is the case of a battle fought between the Bloods and the Gros Ventres 
east of Kriting-on-Stone in 1886, where one of the latter tribe was 
wearing an American infantry jacket. Had tine preserved intact a11 the 
artifacts which were buried with the mortal renains, a definitive answer 
as to their origin could perhaps be found. As it is, the evidence merely 
weaves a pattern of probability. It is up to the reader to decide which 
of the explanations seens most plausible, 

The discovery in 1909 of the skeletal renains of a conbay authenti- 
cated a rather dubious story concerning horse stealing in and around 
riting-on-Stone. Prior to the turn of the century, @ report had been 
widely circulated that two horse thieves from Montana had at one time 
holed up in a cleft on the east side of Police Coulee. According to one 
version of the story, the men had made good their escape from Montana and 
in an effort to elude the posse which had been following then, hid then- 
selves in a tyo-entrance cave. They were careless, however, and Tit a 
Fire, and the issuing swoke gave their position anay. Khen the posse 
called for their surrender, a gun battle ensued and the two felons were 
supposed to have been killed. For years this story went unsubstantiated, 
but in 1909 a Tocal rancher took it upon himself to settle the controversy 
‘once and for all. A thorough search of "Horse Thieves! Cave" revealed 
that someone had indeed met his death within the confines of the cavern 
The remains of a crude tinber barricade were discovered at one of the 
entrances and on the floor were found the bleached renains of a skeletat, 
A closer examination of the skutT revealed a neat buTlet hole just above 
‘the eye. A decayed leather belt with its rusty buckle, and a pair of worn 
conboy boots were the only artifacts accompanying the find.’? wnile the 
discovery of only a single skeleton in Horse Thieves’ Cave left many ques- 
tons unanswered (such as, where was the body of his acconplice?), it 
proved beyond a doubt that foul play of some kind had taken place in 
Police Coulee. The grisly tale of the notorious Montana horse thieves 
nay wetT have been a fabrication, but until additional evidence comes to 
Tight, it appears to be the most credible of explanations 

The Stokely murder case in 1912 proved to be the last such episode in 
‘the Writing-on-Stone area. ne of the more colourful menbers of the 
Writ ing-on-Stone detachment was intimately involved in the investigation 


and the details are certainly worthy of recall. In about 1903, the 
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Stokelys moved from North Dakota to a homestead fifteen miles northeast 
of the parents, three wild and 





of Writing-on-Stone. The fanily consis: 
unruly sons, and an ex-daughter-in-taw by the nane of Rose: she had orig- 
nally been married to Fred Stokely, but was runoured to be involved with 
Samuel, his oldest brother: 

Although 211 menbers of the Stokely family had separate homesteads, 
during 1909 and 1910 thetr cattle had been run together as a single herd. 
In 1911 the three brothers decided it was high time to change the system 
and divide the animals into separate herds. Brotherly love, however, was 
not especially prevalent amongst the siblings, and they immediately fell 
‘out over the division. On one occasion the father had to intervene to 
avoid bloodshed. According to one witness, Fred Stokely said “he had 
nis gun to defend himself and that if a settlement was not arrived at he 
would cone with some fellows and clean the whole. . .bunch out®.’! tn 
July of ‘the folowing year, the dispute over the cattle was renewed. 

Samuel and Edwin managed to reach an amicable agreement, but Fred was 
adanantly opposed to it. "He would [settle] when he was good and ready."72 
Both of the elder brothers were fully aware of Fred's volatile nature, 
and when he appeared to be going for his gun, Edwin fired three shots from 
the rifle he was holding. The argunent was settled: Fred dropped to the 
floor dead. 

After the body was transferred to Coutts, Corporal A. "Paddy" White 
of lriting-on-Stone was ordered to collect all the available evidence 
concerning the murder. Several weeks of concentrated investigation fol- 
owed, and by the tine the trial was convened in late October, seven 
character witnesses had been assenbled.’? The Lethbridge Herald described 
the case as "one of the most thrilling which has ever been held in Southern 
Miberta’.’* The trial itself lasted two days and was presided over by 
Judge Walsh. Edvin Stokely was found guilty of murder and sentenced to 
hang on January 24, 1913. In passing judgement, Walsh comented that 
"There is no excuse whatever in this Tand of ours for anyone carrying a 





gun."75 f trite comment on which to end a murder case, and one which 
presumably had Tittle or no effect on the rifle-toting citizens of 
Western Canada. 

One of the more rewarding aspects of police work at Writing-on-Stone 
was the provision of succor, both material and moral, to the few desti- 
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tute settlers of southeastern Alberta. Breaking the land was a demanding 
task for the usually 111-equipped settlers, and the weather was often a 
source of additional disconfort. Few people were more aware of these 
hardships than the sen stationed at the renote border outposts, and when 
trouble struck they were imediately there to help. 

The winter of 1910 was particularly severe, and it was reported that a 
runber of settlers Just north of the international boundary were in very 
poor circumstances. Indications were that there would be @ large loss in 
stock as the snow was deeper than it had been for many years and there was 
little grass left on the prairie fron the previous autumn. This informa 
‘tion was {mediately conveyed to the Tmmigration departwent in Ottawa and 
it was decided that supply depots would be opened at Coutts, Pendant. 

s and con- 





a'OreitTe, Medicine Lodge, and writing-on-Stone. The N.C 
stables in charge of these detachnents were to issue all the relief and 
Viens were to be taken on the value of the provisions given.” 

Although the settlers were obliged to travel to the outposts to pick 
up thefr supplies, the police did sent out patrols to make sure that no 
cases of destitution went unreported. According to Superintendent J.0. 
Wilson, patrols were sent out “from Grassy Lake south, Nedicine Lodge west, 
Pendant d'OreiTe north and south, Mriting-on-Stone east and north, and 
north from Coutts".’” He considered this move necessary “owing to [the] 
severity of the weather",7® and on the return of the patrols he could 
provide the fnmigration departnent with the nantes of all settlers re 
quiring relief. After one of these patrols, Constable lnite of Writing- 
on-Stone received a grant of §25 as a reward for arduous work perforned 
and hardships experienced. nile inquiring into the condition of the 
settlers in the Wild Horse, Pendant d'OreiTle, and Writing-on-Stone 
districts, he was so badly frozen that when he pulled off his clothing, 
ye skin cane with 4.79 
Owing to a crop failure in 1911, the R.N.W.M.P. outposts were once 
again used as relief centres. Writing-on-Stone and Pendant @'Oreflle 





furnished a few destitute settlers with provisions, and Manyberries sup- 
plied approximately fifty. The last reported case of destitution occurred 
fn February 1912. According to Superintendent Wilson, the detachments 

at Writing-on-Stone and Pendant d'Oreille ‘ssued relief under the direc 
‘tion of Mr. C. Mair of the immigration department. ©? 
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The settlers were always appreciative of this help from the mounties 
The homes of the farmers and ranchers were always open to men of the police 
force, and it was seldom that @ hearty meal was not laid out when they came 
by on their patrols. Several of the men had standing invitations from the 
local citizenry to attend Sunday dinners. One pioneer recalled that a 
‘young English lad stationed at the outpost was treated regularly to his, 
favourite dish, roast beef and Yorkshire pudding. *! 

Besides making their own hones available to the Mounted Police, the set~ 
tlers also visited the men at the outpost. Normally, they would sit in 
Front of the barrack building with coffee, or occasionally something slightly 
stronger, and amuse both themselves and the police with the local gossip. On 
nore than one occasion these visits developed into rather lengthy affairs. 

“The oldtiners used to meet on the river flats and at the old Police Barracks," 
recalled pioneer Paul Audet: 


These ‘do's' would sometimes Tast three days and nights. The people would 
cone from many miles cistant, Bring tents and set up camp. They would have 
horse racing, bucking, roping, camp fires where tall yarns would be spun 
from near and far, and fn the evening there would be dancing. The people 
lived so far apart that these events wisre they could meet each other, 
would be the highlight of the year.62 


To the annoyance of the local male population, there was usually a distinct 
shortage of wonen at these dances. According to Mrs. Verburg, the three or 
four girls who did show up were danced off their feet by the fun-loving po- 
‘ice and the local farm boys. Hard on the feet? "Oh yess" remarked Hrs. 
Verburg, “but a good tine nevertheless".°? At one of the police shindigs 
‘the food was graciously supplied by the owners of the livery stable in Mik 
River. It seens their sow had given birth to seven piglets and since there 
vies no way of evenly dividing the lot, the odd one was donated as fare for 
the party. In Neu of the customary apple, Russel Blackner recalled that 





an ear of com was placed in the animal's mouth 
If the occasional evening get-together was a special event, Christeas was 
a gala affair. In 1910, dignitarfes from as far away as Lethbridge and 
Taber were present at Writing-on-Stone. Charles Russell, forenan of the Deer 
Creek Ranch; A.L. Saith, @ lawyer from Lethbridge and Tater Deputy Attorney- 
General of Alberta; and Connie Sheen, forner prize-fighter and lightweight 
champion, were but a few of those invited. Alexander "Scotty" Lawrence, an 
‘ex-constable and participant at the event, recalled that "A number of the 
old-timers from the area brought along their Fiddles and everyone enjoyed 
themselves square dancing’ °° 
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or made in the said North-west Territories, or brought into the sane 
from ary province of Canada, except by special pernission of the 
Lieutenant-Covernor of the said Territories; and if any such spirits 
or strong waters. or spirituous liquors are imported and manufactured 
{in the said Territories, or brought into the sane, in contravention 
of this Act, they may be seized by any officer of the Customs or 
Excise, or by any constable, wheresoever found: and on complaint 
before any Judse, Stipendiary Magistrate or Justice of the Peace, 

he may, on the evidence of any credible witness that this Act has 
been contravened In respect thereof, declare the sane forfeited, 
and. cause then to be forthwith destroyed; and the person in whose 
possession they were found may be condemned to pay a penalty not. 
exceeding one hundred doTlars, nor Tess than fffty dollars, and the 
costs of prosecutfons and one half of such penalty shall belong to 
the prosecutor and the other half to Her Majesty for the public 
uses of the Dominion; and in default of immediate payment. the 
offender shall be committed to the nearest jail or place of con- 
Finenent for any tine not exceeding six months, unless such fine 
and costs are sooner paid. No prosecution, conviction or com 
bent under this Act shall be tnvalid on account of want of form, so 
ong as the sane is according to the true meaning of this Act. 
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‘TROUBLES MITHIN THE FORCE; AND THE DECLINING YEARS 


linile the men stationed at Writing-on-Stone were generally @ very 


trustworthy Tot, there were a few miscreants whose actions tarnished the 
‘mage of the Mounted Police. Those who took the dishonourable path of 
desertion have already been mentioned, but several others were brought up 
fon charges which resulted in stiff fines, imprisonment, or both. 

By far the most controversial incident involved the unauthorized ex- 
change of police rations fer luxury goods such as canned fruit and vege~ 
tables. It sometimes happened that ranchers on the Anerican side of the 
border would give the men at riting-on-Stone a quarter of beef, particu 
larly when the police helped then to herd back stray cattle. With the 
free beef on hand, the men would then proceed to take out their beef credit 
‘in other’ itens which were normally never found at the outpost. Super- 
intendent Deane both knew and approved of this arrangement, provided of 
course that the men did not trade too large a portion of thetr rations. 
jght change in the 
procedure for issuing the meat ration. Instead of shipping a six-nonth 





The wild winter of 1890-91, however, occasioned a s 


supply directly to the detachment, Deane accepted a credit note from the 
contractor and sent through a voucher that the meat had been received. In 
the meantime, Corporal Dickson traded off all the meat ration and did the 
same with a considerable portion of the staple ration as well. The records 
of A. Macdonald indicate that roughly sixty-five per cent of the baking 
powder, rice, and bacon ration were bartered avay. In exchange Corporal 
Dickson received three cases of canned tonatoes, six and a half cases of 
canned corn, two cases of evaporated apples, a box of Tenon peel, a dozen 
bottles of leaon extract, 2 pail of syrup, ten pounds of currents, ten 
pounds of raisins, 50 pounds of anions, two dozen cans of condensed milk, 
‘six cans of allspice, sfx cans of sage, 16 boxes of yeast cakes, and 37 
Five-pound rolls of breakfast bacon.” The police officials at headquarters 
however, did not view this arrangement with the benign neglect that had 
beed characteristic of Superintendent Deane. An inquiry was ordered and 
after @ considerable fuss raised by Commissioner Herchner, Deane was chas~ 
ised for his behaviour. In a letter dated August 21, 1891 Comptroller 
Fred White remarked that: 
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he [Deane] was wrong in certifying in one voucher for the winter's supply 

Of Beef for the Outposts and taking a due bill for portions” thereof not 

actually delivered at the time. That inasmuch as Governnent rations be- 

ane the property of members of the Force fron day to day only, any ex- 

change for provisions of other kinds should be limited to any ascertained | 
Surplus after the expiration of the period for which the rations were 

issued. 


8y the time the investigation had run its course, Deane, by order of the 
minister of Justice, was reduced two places on the seniority list of 
superintendents. 

In 1913, Constable Charles Woods 1'Anson became involved in a rather 
messy case which once again pertained to the falsification of police 
Vouchers. "On the 4th day of Novenber, 1913" read the charge against the 
Constable 
at kriting-on-Stone [he] did render and certify a false voucher, to wit 
4 voucher purporting to be expenditure incurred for travelling éxpenses 
‘for the month of Septenber and October 1913 and amounting to $10.25 
knowing the sane to be false.® | 

In defense of his actions, Constable I'Anson argued that he was un- 
‘aware of any wrong doing on his part. In each case he had offered to pay 
for his meals and horse feed, but if the money was refused he was under 
the impression that it could be pocketed by the policeman concerned. He 
stated further that tno constables fron kriting-on-Stone, Robinson and 
McDowall, had told him that this was common practice anong the pol icemen 
on detachnent duty. To strengthen his case he reminded the court of his 
impeccable background. The following 1s an extract from the trial record: 
ANT T say, sir, on my oath, ts that I was ignorant of the fact that 1 was 
doing wrong in’ any way. Why should I do anything wrong for @ sum like 
that sir, when I am expecting later on in life to be able to do without 
work altogether . . . . [My father is] Chairman of the Conservative Club, 
and Vice-President of ihe Caledonian Club, a Justice of the Peace, and a 
Varge real estate omer in the old country, in Yorkshire... . T don't 
think ft would be to my credit to rob the Government of that amount. If 
Thad had the money, T would have been only too willing to refund it, and 
it is my intention to return the $3 dollars odd. Had I known there would 
have been anything of this description I would not have signed the vouchers. 
I Joined the force with a clear character, and I would like to leave it 
honestly, the way T Joined. 

The presiding magistrate, Assistant Commissioner ood, was not impressed 
with T'Anson's explanations, nor with his lineage. On February 9, 1914, 
he was sentenced to one month's imprisonsent with hard Tabour.” 
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‘The beginning of the end for the Writing-on-Stone detachment cane with 
the arrival of the settlers in the late 1890s. These Cenadian pioneers 
cultivated the Tand, built roads, and established a communications net- 


work equal to that of the police. The raison d'etre for the once-secluded 
outpost was slowing declining: Southern Alberta was no longer an isolated 
pocket on the Canadian prat 





If guarding the border against incursions from the south was no Tonger 
necessary, police patrols to check i1legal cattle entry and spot prairie 
fires were equally unwarranted. By the turn of the century most of the 
international boundary had been fenced and the nunerous settlers prevented 
the few fires that did break out from doing any serious damage. By 1908, 
conditions along the boundary had changed to such an extent that Conmis- 
sioner A. Bowen Perry sericusly considered removing Writing-on-Stone 
altogether. "If my recommendation that the boundary Tine be fenced is 
acted ufon," he remarked, "MiTk River Ridge, Writing-on-Stone, Pendant 
@'OretTTe and Ten HiT 

[As we have seen the drain on the force during the South African cam 


could be resoved.® 





paign and the First World War was excessive. At Nriting-on-Stone the 
reduction in strength was never rectified. Fron 1900 onwards, there were 
never more than three wen stationed at the outpost. People like Deane 
voiced concern that perhaps the force was no longer a viable institutfon 
"canadians as a whole are very proud of the world-wide reputation which 
the Force has made," he renarked bitterly, "but they may as well face the 
unquestionable fact that the Force 1s now on the down-grade and should be 
abolished before (ts reputation is quite gone. 
fn Order-in-Counci1, dated Novenber 29, 1916, provided for the can- 
cellation of the agreement respect ing the services of the R.N.W.M.P. in 
the province of Alberta. On March 1, 1917, 1t went into effect and the 
Mounted Police were thenceforward responsible for the enforcenent of 
federal statutes only.!° For those men who renained at the border outposts, 
ost of their time was spent patrolling the boundary with the object of 
putting @ stop to eneny aliens crossing the Vine. 





(Once it became evident that the war would soon end, however, even this 
uty was terminated, Therefore on April 13, 1918, Commissioner Perry 
ordered that a11 detachnents of the Lethbridge district, including Leth~ 
bridge itself, were to be closed iamediately.'! superintendent Pennefather 
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reported that the orders were duly carried out and that 4,076 miles were 
travelled by trail to conplete the job.'? In May 1918, the Writing-on- 


Stone detachnent closed 
the police reserve was relinquished to the Departnent of the Interior." 





+ doors for the Tast tine.? Tho years Tater, 

Once the outpost was closed in 1918, the Royal North West Mounted 
Police were never again stationed at Writing-on-Stone. There were rus 
ours that the police would return following the First World War, but 
the buildings were said to have been purposely burned down by the Tocal 
criminal element in the hopes of discouraging this very occurrence. There 
is no conclusive proof as to when they were destroyed, but a photograph 
taken in 1928 (Glenbow photo no. NDB-497) shows the coal shed as the only 
structure sti11 standing. Prior to that date, the barn was dismantled 
land relocated approxinately five miles south of its original site, 

In 1935, the Alberta Government reserved the land surrounding the 
former outpost for park purposes, and on January 8, 1957, Writing-on-Stone 
was officially declared a Provincial Park. Reconstruction of the former 
North West Mounted Police establishment was begun in the spring of 1974 
Under the direction of Provincial Parks Planning. 
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APPENDIX ONE 


DISTRIBUTION OF FORCE, NORTH-WEST MOUNTED POLICE 


RITING-ON-STONE DETACHMENT 


cpl. Const, Sp. Const. 


Total Horses 





ve87 
1888 
1888, 
1890 
1891 
1892 
1893 
ye98 
1895 
1896 
1897 
198 
1099 
1900 
1901 
3902 
1903 
1908 
1905 
1905 
1907 
1908 
1908 
1910 
qn 
1912 
1913 
yor 
1915 
1916 
1917 
1318 


Note: 


nfs 


Figures are taken from the Superintendent's Annual Reports 


appendices to the Annual Reports, 





Distribution of 





Novenber 190: 


Decenber 1901 


January — 1902: 


February 1902: 


May 1902: 
June 1902 
duly 1902: 


August 1902: 


Septenber 1902: 


October 1902: 


Novenber 1902: 


Decenber 1902: 


January 1903: 
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APPENDIX TWO 





MONTHLY STATE REPORTS FOR WRITING-ON STONE 


1901 to 1912 


Corporal W. S. Loaain 


Constable 
Constable 


E.G. Bryant 
3. Whittaker 


Corporal W. S. Loggin 


Constable 
Constable 


E.G. Bryant 
a Whittaker 


Corporal HW. $. Loggtn 


Constable 


E.G, Bryant 


Corporal i. S, Loagin 


Constable 
Constable 


Constable 
Constable 


Constable 
Constable 


Constable 
Constable 
ConstabTe 


Constable 
Constable 





Constable 
Constable 


Constable 
Constable 


Constable 
Constable 


Constable 
Constable 


Constable 
Constable 


Corporal ¥, 


Corporal i 


Corporal u, 





Eo t. Bryant 
ot Whittaker 


Selliker 
Whittaker 


a 

Le Settiker 
3, Whittaker 
S. Logain 
The ih Ruston 
Li Sertiker 
SO, Whittaker 





5. Logain 
he il, Ruston 
3. Whittaker 





Losain 
We We Ruston 
3 Whittaker 


W.-M. fuston 
Whittaker 


We We Ruston 
3, Whittaker 


W.-M, Auston 
3 Whittaker 


W.-M. Auston 
ot Whsetaker 





February 


March 


Apri 


May 


June 


duly 


August 


Septesber 


October 


Decenber 


January 


February 


March 


fori 


ia: 


1903: 


1903 


1903: 


1908: 


1903 


1903: 


1903: 


1903: 


1903: 


1903: 


1908: 


1904: 


1904 


1904: 


1908: 
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Constable M. W. Ruston 
Constable C. S. Harser 


Auston 
S Harper 


Constable i 
Constable C. 


Constable W. Wi. Auston 
Constable C. S. Harper 


‘Acting Corporal F.. Sexton 
Constable W. W. Alston 
Constable C. S. Har 





Acting Corporal ¢. P. C. Rock 
Constable H.W. Auston 
Constable J.-B. Norris 


Corporal c. P. C. Rock 
Constable W. i. uston 
Constable J. B. Norris 
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Constable W. i. duston 
Constable J. A, Norris 
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Constable i, W. Auston 
Constable J. 8. Norris 


Corporal C. P. C. Rock 
Constable W. Ul. Auston 
Constable 8: Lésperance 


Corporal C. P. C. Rock 
Constable a. R. Edvards 
Constable B. Lésperance 





Corporal ¢.P. ¢. Rock 
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Constable A. 6. fers 
Constable 0. H. Turnbull 


Corporal ¢. P. C. Rock 


Constable 0. ii, Turnbut? 
Corparal c. P. C. Rock 
Constable A. il, Turnbutl 
Corporal c. P. C. Rock 


Constable A. fl Turnbull 
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Septenber 1904: 


October 1908 


uly 1904: 


August 1904: 


Novenber 1908: 


Decenber 1908: 


January 1905: 


February 1905: 


March 1905: 
Apri) 1905: 

May 1905: 
June 1905: 
July 1908: 
August 1908: 





Corporal ¢. P. C. Rock 
Constable 0. A. Turnbull 


Corporal ¢. P. C. Rock 
Constable 0. H. Turnbull 
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Constable 0. A. Turnbut? 
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Spectal Constable Yanaman 
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Special Constable Sickter 
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Spectal constable L. Stckler 
Constable L. Sel liker 
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Constable L. SeTitker 
Special Constable L. Sickler 


Sergeant C. P. C. Rock 
Constable L. Setitker 
Special Constable L. Sickler ! 


Sergeant ¢. P. C. Rock 
Constable L. Setitker i 
Spectal Constable Sickler 


Sergeant C. P. C. Rock 
Constable t. Seti tker, 
Soecfal Constable L. Sickler 


Sergeant F. Sexton 
Special Constable 





F. Dutt 


Sergeant F. Sexton 
Constable 3. W. Kersley 
Special Constable F. Duff 





Sergeant F. Sexton 
Constable J. W. Kerstey 
Spectal Constable L. Sickler 


Sergeant F. Sexton 
Constable 3. W. Kerstey 
Special Constable L. Stckler 


Special Constable L. Sickler 


Septenber 1905: 


October 1905: 


Novenber 1906: 


Decenber 1905: 


Jenuary 1906: 


February 1906: 


March 1906: 
sori) 1906: 
May 1906: 
dune 1906: 
July 1906: 


August 1906: 


Septenber 1906: 


October 1906: 


Novenber 1906: 


Decenber 1906: 
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Sergeant F. Sexton 
Constable J. W. Kerstey 
Spectal Constable Sickler 


Sergeant F. Sexton 
Constable J. W. Kerstey 
Special Constable L. Sickler 


Sergeant F. Sexton 
Constable 3. W. Kerstey 
Special Constable L. Sickler 


Sergeant F. Sexton 
Constable R. A. MeDonalé 
Special Constable L. Sickler 


Sergeant F. Sexton 
Constable R.A. NeDonalé 
Speetal Constable L. Sickler 


Sergeant F. Sexton 
Constable R.A. NeDonalé 
Specfal Constable L. Sickler 


Sergeant F. Sexton 
Special Constable L. Sickler 


Special Constable W. Smith 


Corporal T. &. Brewer 
Spectal Constable W. Smith 


Corporal T. R. Brewer 
Special Constable W. Smith 


Corporal T. R. Brewer 


Corporal T. R. Brever 
Constable B. fakin 


Constable K. W. Dickson 
Constable F Hinby 


Constable N. M. Dickson 
Constable F. Himby 


Constable N. W. Dickson 
Constable F. Hunby 
Spectal Constable A. J. Cox 


Constable N. K. Dickson 
Special Constable A. J. Cox 































January 1907: 


February 1907: 


March 1907: 
Port) 1907 
May 1907: 
June 1907: 
auly 1907; 


Septenber 1907 


October 1907: 


Novenber 1907: 


Decenber 1907: 


February 1908: 


August 1907: 


January 1908: 


March 1908: 
fort) 908: 
Nay 1908: 
dune 1908 


Constable H.W. Dickson 
Special Constabte A. 3. Cox 


Constable N. W. Dickson 
Speetal Constable A. J. Cox 


Constable NM. Dickson 
Special Constable A. J. Cox 


Spectal Constable Cox 


Constable N. M. Dickson 
Speelal Constable A. F. Bushe 


Constable N. Wi. Dickson 
Constable C Murchison 
Special Constable A. D. F. Bushe 


- Bushe 





Special Constable A. D. 
Constable C. Murchison 
Constable J. S. Jarman 
Constable C. Murchison 
Special Constabte W. Brown 


Constable C. Murchison 
Speetal Constable M. Brown 


Constable ¢._0' Connor. 
Special Constable K. Brow 


Constable C._0°Conner, 
Special Constable W. Brown 


Constable ¢. O'Connor 
Specfal Constable W. Brown 


Constable C. 0'Connor 
Speetal Constable M. Brown 


Constable ¢. 0*Connor 
Special Constable €. 0. Fitzgerald 


Constable C. O'Connor 
Special Constable E. 0. Fitzgerald 


Constable €. 0*Connor 
Special Constable B. Parker 


Constable C. 0*Connor 
Special Constable 8. Parker 


uly 


August 


Septenber 


October 


Noverber 


Decenber 


January 


February 


Mareh 


Apri] 


Nay 


auy 


August 


Septenber 


October 


Novenber 


900: 


1908: 


1908: 


1908: 


1908: 


1908: 


1909: 


1909: 


1909: 


1909: 


1909: 


1909: 


1909: 


1909: 


1909: 


908: 


1908: 
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Constable C. O'Connor 
Special Constable 8. Parker 


Constable C. 0° Connor 
Spectal Constable 8. Parker 


Constable C. 0Connor 
Special Constable 8. Parker 


Constable C. O'Connor. 
Special Constable B. Parker 





Parker 


Constable H. U. Gre 
Special Constable 





Constable H. U, Green 
Special Constable B, Parker 


Constable H. U. Green 
Special Constable 8. Parker 


Constable H. U. Green. 
Special Constable B. Parker 


Constable H. U. Green, 
Special Constable B. Parker 


Constable H. U. Green 
Special Constable F. Beresford 


Constable H. U. Green 
Special Constable F. Beresford 


Constable H. U. Green 
Special Constable F. Beresford 


Constable H. U. Green 
Special Constable F. Beresford 


Constable H. U. Green 
Special Constable F. Beresford 


Constable £. Brown 
Constable #. U. Green, 
Special Constable J. Bowker 





Constable €. Brown 
Constable H. U, Green 
Special Constable 8. Lesperance 


Constable H. U. Green 
Constable A. P. White 
Special Constable 8. Lesperance 



























Decenber 1909: Constable H. U. Green 
Constable AL P. White 
Specfal Constable B. Lesperance 


January 1910: Constable E. H. douet 
Constable AL P. White 
Special Constable F. Beresford 


February 1910: Constable E. H. Douet 
Constable AL PL White 
Special Constable F. Beresford 


March 1910: Constable E. H. Douet 
Constable A: P. White 
Special Constable Beresford 


Apri? 1910: Constable E. H. Douet 
Constable A. P. White 
Special Constable F, Beresford 





May 1910: Constable E. H. Douet 
Constable AL P. White 
Constable C) Chapin 


June 1910: Constable A. P. White 


duly 1910: Constable A. P. White 
Special Constable Val Hoga 





August 1910: Constable J. E. Capstick 
Constable A. P. White 
Spectal Constabte Vat Moga 


Septenber 1910: Constable J. E. canstick 
Constable W. P. Marshal? 
Special Constable Val Hona 


October 1910: Constable J. £. Capstick 
Constable WP: Marshall 
Special ConstabTe Val Hoga 


Novenber 1910: Constable J. E. Canstick 
Constable W. P: Marshal? 
Special Constable Val Moga 


Decenber 1910: Constable J. €. capstick 
Special Constable Val Moga 





Constable LR. C. Drury-Love 
Constable WP. Marshaly 


January 1911 Constable J. €. capstick H 
Special eonstabte Val Hoa H 








February 


Nareh 


April 


May 


June 


aly 


August 


Septenber 


October 


Novenber 


Decenber 


January 


February 


March 


yn 


a 


in 


io: 


wo: 


in: 


won: 


in 


Tom: 


rents 


ton: 


roi: 


912: 


roi: 


a 


Constable H. P. MarshaTl 
Constable A. P. White 
Special Constable Val Noga 


Constable W. P. Marshal] 
Constable A. P. White 
Special Constable Val Hoga 


Constable W. P. Marshal? 
Constable A. P. unite 
Special Constable 8. Lesperance 


Constable M. P. Marshal? 
Constable AL P. White 
Snecfal Constable 8. Lesperance 


Constable W. P. Marshall 
Constable A P. White, 
Special Constable P. Seviers 


Constable H. Moorhead 
Constable A. P. White 


Constable A. P. hhite 
Spectal Constable Val Hoga 


Constable L. R. C. Drury-Lowe 
Constable ALP. white 
Spectal Constable Vat Hoa 


Constable L. R. C. Orury-Lowe 
Constable Ay P. nite 
Spectal Constable Vat Hooa 


Constable M. P. MarshatT 
Constable ALP. White 
Special Constable Val Noga 





Constable W. P. MarshatT 
Constable A P. White 
Special Constable Val Yooa 


Constable M. P. Marshall 
Constable AL P. White 
Specfal Constable Val Hoga 


Constable MP. Harshall 
Constable ALP White 
Spectal Constable Val Moga 


Constable W. P. Marshatl 
Constable ALP: white 
Special Constable Val Moga 

















Apri 


Septenber 1912: 


1912: 


My 1912 
dune 1912 
ouly 1912s 
August 1912 








Constable 


iP. Marshal? 
Constable A 


nite 


Constable W. P. Marshatl 
Constable A. P. White 


Constable A. P. White 


Two constables Tisted as being 
present at Hriting-on-Stone. 


Corporal A. . White 
Constable &. W. Taylor 


Corporal A. P. White 
Constable R. i. Taylor 
Special Constable J. Mercier 





APPENDIX. THREE 


SAMPLE APPLICATION FOR ENGAGEMENT IN THE N..H.P. 





Name (in fut) 
Address 
By whom reconmended 


‘Questions to be answered by Applicant in his ox handwriting: 


Questions. 


(1) What has been your occup 





fon during the last five years? 

(2) Do you understand the care and managenent of horses, and can you 
ride well? 

(3) Have you at any tine served in any Military or Police Forces if 
50, when, and why were you discharged? 

(4) Have you previously served in the N.M. Mounted Police; #f so, 
when and why were you discharged? 

(5) Have you at any tine applied for engagenent tn the Mounted Police 
and been rejected by the Medical examiner? 

(6) What 1s. your age? 

Height? 

Weight? 

Chest measurerent? 





fed or single? 





bate 


Signature of Applicant 


Note: Certificate of character must accompany this application. 





APPENDIX FOUR 


SANPLE MEDICAL EXAMINATION 


Place of Examination 





Date, 
Bae, sYears...+++.Months 

Hetght, sessees FetteseesesInches in socks 
Weight, cesses TBS stripped 

Chest girth, at forced expiration......-inches Strip 





(on full expiration finches Stripped 





Muscular development, 
Previous occupation, 
In 





gence, 
Tenperanent, 

Complexion, 

Hair, 

Eyes, 

Sight, 

Hearing, 

Feet, 

Heart, 

Lung, 

Hernia, 

Hemorehoids and Varix, 

Vaccine Marks, 

Body Marks, 

The Applicant says that he has not had:~ 
Rheunatisn, 

Syphilis, 

Epilepsy, 

Haeoptysis, 


Remarks: 


Examining Surgeon 


















Mesorandun for Medical Examiner. 


The attention of medical examiners of applicants for service in this 
Force ts particularly dravn to the necessity for observing the utnost 
care in making the examinations, inasmuch as menbers of the Force are 
omitted to the performance of duties often necessarily associated with 
danger and fatigue, which tax severely the physical power, in a resion 
where Tuxurfes, or even the ordinary conforts of life to which they have 
‘in many cases been accustomed, mist be dispensed with. To this end, 
having abundant opportunity for judictous chofce, only those absolutely 
free from any physical or constitutfonal defect should be received 

In order that reliable means for identification may resain in 
possession of the Department, any distinctive marks, as well as ordinary 
features peculiar to the individual should be carefully noted 

‘Any ‘ne known to be addicted to the inordinate use of alcohol, opium 
or other drug, or whose constitution has heen impaired by previous indul- 





gence should be rejected, 

The Tungs and heart pust be devotd of disease or (even so far as can 
be Judged) tendency to disease 

The digestive organs, beginning with the teeth, healthy; the hearing 
and eyesight uninpaired. 

‘The muscular systen must be well developed, the eyesight good and the 
Fingers and toes free fron defects and deformities. 

As much of their duty wil? be performed in the saddle spectal care 
should be observed that no disease, congenital or acquired, exists ine 
connection with the generative organs or rectun. 

‘The mininun height fs 5 feet 8 inches; the minfmum chest measurenent, 
35 inches, and the maxinun wefght 175 Tbs. 

‘The medical examination fee paid by the Government throughout Canada, 
when authorized, is Two OolTars for each man examined. 
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ng-on-Stone, 1897. View from north, 
showing barracks and stables. (Glenbow, NA 2257~! 








Figure 3: South elevation, barrack building, Writing-on-Stone, 1297. 
(Blenbow, WA 2287-8) 





Figure 4: 


n 


Writing-on-Stone, 1897, showing southwest elevation of 


barrack building: (Provincial Archives of Alberta, PAA 








Figure §: Stable and tack room, Writing-on-Stone. (R.C.M.P. 
Weadquarters, 3622-2) 





Figure 6: 


Writing-on-Stone, 1910. 





(water Survey of Canada 2003) 































































































Figure 7: Quarantine districts on the Milk River. 
(Glenbo-Alberta Institute) 











PART I 


The Structural History of 
Writing-on-Stone MMP Post 








” 


Establishment of Ne‘ ting-on-Stone: 


1. As you are aware, during 1886, the Patrol Detachnents east of Lethbridge 
were stationed about midway between the Galt Railway and the boundary line at 
Chin Coulee, Forty Mile Coulee and Bull's Head Coulee. The water and feed at 
aiT these places being bad, I with your approval, moved the Detachments south, 
placing one twenty-four miles south of Lethbridge at "Kipp's Coulee;" one on 
"Mitk River Ridge" twenty-five miles further south and a little east; one at 
"wiréting on Stone Coulee," thirty miles east of the "Milk River Ridge" Detach- 
nent; and another Pendant d'Oreille, thirty-five miles stiT1 further east, 
which latter party rode fifty miles and connected with a Detachnent of "A" 
Division, stationed south-west of the head of the Cypress HiTTs. A new out= 
post was also established midway between the MiTk River Ridge Detachment. and 
that on the St. Mary's River, (Fifty-eight miles south-east of Macleod) 50 
that the whole frontier from the base of the Rockies to the head of the 
Cypress, where the duty was taken up by “A* Division, was closely watched. 
Stations should also be built for the detachments from Lethbridge at 
kipp's Coulee, Milk River Ridge, Writing on Stone Coulee, Pendant d’Oreille, 
and at sone point to be selected midvay between the latter place and the 
western detachment of "A’ Division, the distance between the two places 
(50 miles) being too great. By your direction a quantity of hay has been 
distributed in stacks between Lethbridge and Pendant d'Oreille, so that, should 
‘occasion demand, the patrol, which was withdrawn when the winter set in, can 





~ Sessional Papers of Canada, vol. 21, no. 17, 1888, pp. 45-50 (report 
Sf Superintendent Poe Neate, i8@7). 


2. 1 selected the men for Gritish Columbia, and sent out the relief to Pen 
d'Oreilte Coulee and Writing Stone, leaving the other detachments until the 
arrival of "k" Division, which was shortly to relieve me. 

tor Bradley had by my orders 
gone out to relieve the outposts on MiTk River Ridge and Kipp's Coulee, 
reinforce the posts at Pen d'Oreflle and Writing Stone, and take charge at 
Pen d'OrefTle Coulee unt] further orders. Inspector Likely to take charge of 
‘the whole of the posts, and locate hinself on NiTk River Ridge 


(On the sane afternoon, [June 8, 1887] Ins 
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During the last week in March, I was directed by Superintendent Neale 
to go out and select points for the detachments along the boundary Tine, and 
started on the 28th March, I went south, across Kipp's Coulee, to tne Milk 
River Ridge, and from there, via Writing Stone to Pen d'OreilTe Coulee, both 
places where the river may be forded easily when the water is very high, and 
the banks being accessible are much used by travellers and Taw-breakers in 
Crossing the boundary. etween these tro points there are sixteen very high 
land steep banks or soft spats, which make a crossing very difficult. 1 
oved out to Badwater Lake, and found that a detachnent at Pen d'Oreille 
Coulee could easily comunicate with any post situated west or south of the 
Cypress HiTts 

(On the 8th April 1 sent Inspector Wood in charge of the men to be posted 
for patrol duty, and 4n accordance with my instructions he posted two constables 
fat Kipp's Coulee as a connecting Tink between Milk River Ridge’ and Lethbridge, 
one sergeant and six constables at Kriting Stone, and the sane nunber at Pen 
@'Orei tle Coulee. 
During the time the division remained in the district, constant patrol 
night and day was Kept up between the detachnents, the eastern outpost 
Division communicating with my post at MiTk River Ridge, which patrolled 





Ving, 
of 
as far as No. 2 Post of 
the Cypress HiTIs. The whole of the detachnents sent out patrols to the south- 
ward during each day, and men with field glasses, situated on high hills, but 








‘AY Division, situated near the south-west point of 


concealed as much as possible, viewed the country in every direction. 
‘A telegram from you dated the 20th Hay directed me to hold myself in 
readiness to proceed with ny division to Kootenay District, B.C. I sent out 2 
party the following morning to relieve the outposts at Pen d'Oreille Coulee 
and Writing Stone, these places being so far distant that the reliefs could 
not be delayed without great {nconv 


~ Sessional Papers of Canada, vol.21, no. 17, 1888, pp. 52-57 (report 
af Superintendent S. Steele, 1827). 
3. Log buildings with stables and corrals have been built at conventent 


places along the frontier, particularly along the base of the Cypress i113 
‘these afford shelter to our men in bad weather, and enable our patrols to go 





nce to the service. 


out earlier and stay later in the season that they otherwise could, and if 
allowed the necessary saall amount of money, I propose next season to build 








7” 






at convenient situations al1 along the frontier, the labor being done by the 
Police, and by putting up hay at these posts, a great saving of horse flesh 
will result, 


= Sessional Papers of Canada, vol. 21, n9. 17, 1888, p. 8 (report of 
ton isetoner ts W- Rerchner, 1887) 


4. During the time I [Steele] was out and I travelled via Kipps Coulee, the 
West End of MiIk River Ridge, Writing Stone, Pen d'oreille Coulee and Peace 
Buttes and decided to recomend to you that parties consisting of 1 Non Coa 
Officer and five men should be stationed at all the points but the last naned, 
and that an officer should be stationed at the Writing Stone. 



































On the Sth I sent Inspector Wood and three Sergeants and 17 men to MiTk 






River with supplies and tanks, directing Inspector Wood to take charge of the 






patrols, and post Sergeant Roby with five men at Pen d'oreille Coulee, Sergeant 
Gordon ang five men at Writing Stone (or Rocks) 

1 [Superintendent Steete] would recomend strongly that the detachsents 
along NiTk River be increased to six Constables each, and that two nore 
detachsents be placed, one between Pen d'oreille and Writing Stone, and the 
other between the latter place and the Milk River Ridge. 





















On the 16th May, Inspector Likely relieved Inspector Wood, who had been 
‘in charge of the detachments on outpost duty, and the latter Officer returned 
to Lethbridge for duty. 

Sergeant lite, 1 Acting Corporal and 24 Constables for K Uivision arrived 
here Sunday morning the 29th May, from Regina, Sergeant White has since returned 
to Regina. 

On the 20th Nay, I received a telegram from the Commissioners informing 
tie that I was to hold nyself in readiness to proceed with the Division to 
Kootenay District, British Columbia, and that thirty men of “E" Division would 
eave Calgary for Lethbridge for the purpose of taking the outpost duties unt] 
the arrival of "x" Division from the North May 29, and that I was at once to 
relieve the farth 





outposts so as to save time. 


= RCMP. Papers: 6-18, vol. 1069, File 172, April-May 1887. 


5. I [Assistant Commissioner Herchner] arrived at Kriting Stone distant 
30 miles on the 13th, and inspected detachment consisting of 1 Hon Com (Corp. 
O'Brten) 5 cons. and 7 horses, and found everything in excellent order, in 
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fact this was the most orderly camp I have yet seen, evidently discipline 
has been very well kept up. The horses were in splendid condition and 
the men had no complaints. 1 strongly recomend Corpl. O'Brien for pro- 
notion. The site of camp {s excelent, good water and feed, but no wood. 
T recommend that at this place turf buildings be erected, scantling for the 
Frames and lumber for roof, floor and shingles could easily be freighted 
From Lethbridge, I arrived at Nilk River Ridge on 14th, @ distant 26 
niles. 

1 (Superintendent McDonne!T] recosmend that all the outposts of K be 
drawn in about the end of this month, certainly not later that the 15th 
ovenber: 


= R.CJM.P, Papers: RG-18, vol. 1071, file 183, October-Novenber 1887. 


6. Inspector Z. T. Wood, the officer selected to take charge of the patrol 
ccanps [along the Milk River], left Lethbridge with men, horses and equipment. 
and struck out for the MiTk River. Encountering weather conditions sur~ 
passing even those endured by Superintendent Steele's party, he pressed on 
through Kipp's Coulee, where he left two men to act as a connecting Tink 

with Lethbridge and turned southeast toward a point on the Mik River known 

fas Writing Rock or lriting-on-Stone. Enroute, a sergeant and six constables 
were detached to establish a camp at Milk River Ridge to the south: 

Travel with the heavily laden teams vas sTow and arduous and to days 
out from Lethbridge and eight miles from the Milk River, the party rested. 
Early the next eorning a fierce blizzard swept down on the weary travellers 
pinning then in camp and compelling thes to break up ration boxes and barrels 
for firewood. Two days later the storm had abated and the party, freeing 
itself fron the snow-bound camp, pushed on to the Milk River and camped some 
Five miles from Writing-on-Stone. Leaving 2 sergeant and six constables at 
this point, Inspector Wood continued to Pendant d'OreiTle Coulee which had 
been selected as the site of the most westerly outpost of the division. The 
following day, Inspector Wood retraced his steps to liriting-on-Stone from 
visich point he would administer the patrol camps. . . . By the spring of 1887, 
"p" Division patrol camps were In operation at Kipp's Coulee on the old Benton 
‘trail south of Lethbridge; MiTk River Ridge, 20 miles to the south; Writing- 





on-Stone, 20 miles to the east and at Pendant d'0reitle, 35 miles farther east. 


Then, in May, "D" Division was warned for duty in the Kootenay district and in 








31 


June was relieved at Lethbridge by *K" Division. 





= R.CM.P. Archives, detachnents historfes 


7. At Writing on Stone there 1s wood for firing, and sore logs have been 
cut ina coulee by the detachment during the sumer, with a view to putting 
up buildings, but owing to the epidemic among our horses the logs could not 





be got out. A trail about four miles Tong has, however been cut from th 
rrouth of the coulee to the tinber, and an intervening creek has been bridged, 
0 that the logs can be “snaked” when horse-power is available. This is an 


important outpost, being a few miles narth of the Sweet Grass HiTIs and the 
nnining camp there 


~ Sessional Papers of Canada, vol. 22, no. 13, 1889, p. 69 (report 
“OF Supertntendent:Deune Tor 18) 


8. Next year, with your [John A. acdonalé} permission, I propose to 
establish small permanent outposts at all the most inportant points, not 

only along the frontier, but all over the country. This will enable us to 
keep our men out all winter and will be a great saving in the constitutions 

of both men and horses. In the early spring and late fall both meet, occasion 
ally, with great hardships for want of shelter... . AIl parts of the 
country are anxious for the presence of our mon, and the advance of the rail~ 
ways into the Territories calls for a corresponding increase in the number of 
outposts. 


~ Sessional Papers of Canada, vol. 22, no. 13, 1889, p. 9 (report of 
Commissioner L. W. Herchner, 1888) 








9. Nothing of moment has occured during the month, owing to the frequent 
snow storms... . The detachments being 211 posted and provisioned. 

Insp. Bradley left to inspect the outposts, taking with him Const. Mcrae 
and a portable forge to be established at Writing on Stone, 


= R.GM.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 1103, File 146, April-May 1888. 


10. I have this day sent Const. McRae, Assist. blacksmith, with the portable 
forge etc, to Writing on Stone to be there stationed for the present as @ 


tentative measure. 











82 


«= the camp was struck by a hurricane: two of the tents were 
‘innediately blown down and badly ripped, the remaining two we sanaged. 
to save. At present we are all obliged to take refuge in the store tent - 
it is almost impossible to sleep in the cook tent which is a very old one 
and leaks very badly during the rain. I sent out our last two new tents 
next morning 

On the 7th inst. I shifted Writing on Stone camp, to better feeding 
‘ground about 1 mile down the river, on to the North side of MiTk River. 

1 can learn there is no tinber at Kipp's Coulee, or at MiTk River Ridge. 
[At liriting on Stone, the nearest tinber is 20 miles distant on the Hest 
Butte. 


= R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 1111, file 1 





May-July 1888. 


11, The camp at this place is now on this side of the river and in a suitable 
place for permanent buildings. Logs, sufficient to build a stable to contain 
10 horses, can be procurred within 4 miles of camp. They are in a coulee 
which is difficult of access but Sergeant Todd and Constable McRae (an old 
Tunberman) are confident they can get them [logs] out. . .1 think it would be 
better to build the Barrack rooms, ete., of lunber - accomodation for 8 men 
is necessary - 10 would be better: 


= R.C.H.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 1116, file 301, July 1888, 
(Superintendent Deane to Commissioner.) 


12. The detachnents at Hriting on Stone and Pendant d'OreiIle are getting 
out Togs for building stables, and, as T have before reported hope to get 
sone working pay for their trouble, but I have hitherto received no instruct» 
ons on that point, 


- R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 1103, file 146, August 1888 | 


13, T think 4& would save horse flesh very much, and allow patrol duty to | 
be perforned mare efficiently, if one or two (according to circumstances) 

pack horses were supplied to each outpost. Mith these should be furnished a | 
small A tent Tike, the "eente d'abu" (poles 4 ft.) which wilT accomodate 3 men, | 
and with which sucha party can patrol for 3 days without Inconventence. At 
present hen the comencing trip starts fron Kriting-oneStone for Pendant 
rete (40 nites) he 1s obliged to ride, irrespective of westher ete. and 
the chances are his horse has a sore bick before he gets hone, if the trip 1s 



















a 


rough one, 





Our present A tents are too large and cumbersome. 





= RCMP. 





Papers: RG-18, vol. 21, File 373, August 1888. 


14. In order to isolate horses and so far as possible stop the spread of 
this disease (typhoid) I have made the following disposition 

‘The weekly patrol between detachments are altered so that each detach- 
nent connects halfway between camps, and each party returns the sane day to 
its own cap. I nove Writing on Stone about 3 miles down the river 
tonorrow. 


= R.C.M.P, Papers: RG-18, vol. 1111, file 193, September 1888. 


15. On the 12th instant a prairie fire occured at Nriting on Stone camp, 
report upon which I have already sent you. 
= R.C.M.P. Papers: R6-18, vol. 1111, file 193, Septesber Tees. 


16. found the tents again pitched in the long grass close to the burnt. 
ground. I got the burnt ground swept and camp put on it thus making @ 
good fire guard, it was too dangerous to leave it in the Tong grass. . 


~ R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol 1116, file 301, 17 October 1868, 
Inspector Bradley. 


17. « upper portion of Kriting on Stone flat is burnt also canp ground 
‘occupied by the detachnent a few weeks ago and vacated owing to fear the 
contagion from diseased horses. . . . This fire is no doubt a blessing in 
disguise so far as our canping grounds are concerned. . . 


= R.C.N.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 1111, file 193, 26 October 1888. 


1B. On the 2Ist inst. the Pendant d'OreiTle, Writing-on-Stone and Kipp 
Coulee detachnents, also two men from MiTk River Ridge arrived in Barracks 


= R.CM.P. Papers: R-18, vol. 21, file 373, Novenber 188s. 


19. A permanent camp has been built this year at Hriting on Stone, and 
the Minister of Custons the other day said he had not seen many better 
buildings even in Ontario. The house measured 24 ft by 18 ft with Tean-to 
kitchen, good cellar, shingle roof, etc. The stable measures 30 ft by 18 ft 








en 


shingle roofed, and capable of holding ten horses. A hay corral S5ft by 
40 ft has been constructed, and about 20 tons of hay put up. The camp is 
charmingly situated at the mouth of a coulee about five miles long on the 
south side of the river, 

The sides of the coulee are very precipitous and rocky. A fence at 
the mouth and another fence acrass the coulee about a mile make an excel- 
Tent corral 





3r horses, where the shelter and feed are all that can be 
desired. Tre coulee abounds in wild currant bushes, the fruit of which is 
very Fi 





The Togs used in the buildings and etc, were cut about four 
nifles up the coulee by three or four of our own men, who have been chopping 
and buflding ever since June. Hauling the Togs down the coulee was rough 
work and occupied a good deal of tine. The road in the river botton 
approaching the camp has been improved for about three miles, and made prac- 
ticable for heavy teams. The ford has been graded and made good. A black- 
smith!s shop has just been completed and the assistant farrier will remain 
a1] the winter, so will the veterinary surgeon. 

In all respects this is a well situated post, entirely out of sight from 
‘the other side, close to the Sweet Grass HiTIs and in the Tine of travel 
therefroe. 

A good deal has at tines been safd about permanent outposts, and exception 
taken to the trifling expense entafled by them. To my mind the question does 
not admit of argunent. An aray in presence of an eneay covers itself with 
outposts. We police have to look for enentes from within as well as from 
without, and our army is the general public, the isolated settler whose repose 
and security it {s our business to ensure. 

You aTlowed me $1100 for the three outposts [kriting on Stone, Pendant 
d'OreiT1e and NiTk River Ridge]. In the purchase of material for roofs, 
Floors and etc, and tools, 1 have expended approximately $975, which will 
leave $125 to be distributed in working pay. 





Papers of Canada, vol. 23, 10. 10, 1890, pp. 44-86 (report 
Of Superiatendent Deane, Tée9) 


20. The erection of confortable outposts has, as foreshadowed in ay last 
report, received a great deal of attention, most confortable quarters have 
been erected at Kipp, Porcupine Hills, St Marys, Writing on Stone, MiTk River 
Ridge, and other places The skiTled and other labour, on all these 








} 
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‘improvenents, has been done entirely by police, and the clerk of public 
works and other qualified critics who have seen much of the work speak in 
the highest praise of the workmanship and comparative cost; a great saving 
to the department, as well as increased efficiency wil ensue. 


~ Sessional Papers of Canada, vol. 23, no. 10, 1890, p. 2 
‘report oF Conmissianer L.'W. Herchner, 1883) 





21. Mri ting-on-Stone 





Lumber and flooring, 4,450 feet. 135.27 
Shingles, 18,500... 27.88 
Doors, 3 15.00 
Windows, 8. .scclssscusccsusecsusessese 13075 
Hardware... EINE ovo 





= Seasonal Papers of Canada. Appropriation Accounts, 
nual report OF the Auditor-General. for 1889, 0-192 


22. iri ting-on-Stone 
About 26 miles from the Ridge 

Consists of 1 non con (Sergt. White) 

8 Constables, including shoeing smith and Asst. vet, who make this place 
their headquarters. 

6 saddle horses & 1 pack 

2 waggon horses 

1 found everything correct, horses, arms and saddlery in good order. 

With the following exceptions. 

Two sheet tents and 2 bell tents commencing to wear out, had been 
regularly repaired. As stated above there are constant severe winds which 
are very bad at times 

T would recoemend that a house 24'x18" with Tean-to kitchen 12'x16* 
and stable 20'x18" be erected. . .as it is advisable to keep this detach- 
rent out all winter. . .sufficient logs can be obtained within 3 miles to 
build house with sol¥d logs and the stable with a red river frame... . 


There {sa large ravine opening out at the spot selected for buildings which 





by running @ fence across in 2 places would make a fine pasture. . .this is 
the ravine in which 1s the tinber: riting Stone fs an important point 
to watch, it is one of the few crossings of the Tk River. 


18, vol. 1140, file 180, June 1889. 





= R.C.M.P. Papers: Rt 
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23. Staff Sergt Keenan, who was sent from Regina to superintend the Tog 
buildings at the Outposts, cane in from Writing-on-Stone on the 17th, 
suffering from dysentery - having been taken 111 almost immediately on 
arrival at the Outpost. He has since recovered and returned The 
og house at Writing-on-Stone is Finished and the men are working at the 
stable. The hay crap is lighter than was expected and Insp. Bradley reports 
that the MITk River below Mriting-on-Stone has ceased to run. The men would 
have to dig wells any way for the winter and this they are now doing. 


= R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 30, file 130, Nay-August 1889. 


24. The buildings at Writing on Stone were progressing too slowly and I 
took steps to expedite matters a little. The site is excellent being in 

‘the river bottom and at the mouth of @ large coulee where the feed is excel~ 
lent and where a few hundred feet of fencing will corral the horses effectively. 
The Coulee abounds with fruit. . .red, white and black currants etc. . 

There is not much tinber left now that we have our house and stable and corrals 
and fences, besides supplying posts and rails for MiTk River Ridge and coal 

for the winter use of the detachnent. 


= R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 30, file 120, Septenber 1889. 





25. October 3, 1889: Insp. Baker reports that the buildings at Writing 
on-Stone are conpteted, plastered within with Time and without with clay. 
He says the men will be very comfortable. 
October 12, 1889: uring the week ending the 7th instant the detach 
men were busy mdding buildings, cleaning up etc. . ‘ 
October 1889: The busldings for the detachnent at lriting on Stone 
fare completed and the men and horse wil1 be very confortable. Mr. NeKenzie 
Bowell said he had not seen many better Tog houses even in Ontario 


= R.CLM.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 30, file 130, October 1889. 





26. Novenber 21, 1889: Nothing of importance. Patrolling has been regularly 
perforned the 7 horses having travelled 290 miles from the 12th to the 1ath 


inclusive. The men are cutting and hauling logs to build a forse. 





RG-18, vol. 30, file 130, Novenber 1889. 





= R.C.M.P. Papers: 
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27. List of Buildings and Inprovenents made during the year 1889 in the 
ge District - 

Division. Lethbridge and Outposts 

Outpost Buildings erected by Department of Public Works with Police labor. 






= R.C.M.P. Papers: RS-18, vol.37, file 985, Novenber 1869. 











Barrack Complex (RZAT): 


The barrack buflding at Writing-on-Stone was constructed in 1889. It 
reasured 18 feet by 26 feet, with a Tog kitchen lean-to 12 feet by 16 feet. 
The roof of the building was shingled and in 1890, porches were constructed 
fon both the front and rear doors. Because of cold weather during the winter, 
the structure had to be sheathed inside with building paper (probably Manila 
paper) and wood. This was done in 1892. On several occasions the building 
was whitewashed and Timed, and in 1915 extensive repairs were undertaken 
From the purchase list for the latter project, one can assume that the bar- 
rack buflding was veshingled, whitewashed and perhaps refitted with new Tunber 
(80 Vinear feet of 1x6 conmon lumber was ordered). The last reference to 
the bufldings's condition came in 1916, when Superintendent P. W. Pennefather 
noted that "Much needed repairs were also done at liriting-on-Stone. 

The W.C.0."s quarters were added to the east wall of the barrack building 
{in 1890, The structure measured 16 feet by 20 feet and was divided into two 
rooms. The roof was said to have been shingled. In contrast to the barrack 
building which was whitewashed inside, the officer and N.C.0."s roons were 
painted with a mixture of ofl and varnish. In fact, they were frequently 
coated with this mixture to prevent bugs from overrunning the premises 


Writing on Stone- 


Log house - 18x24 

kitehen - (Tean-to) 12x16 
stable ~ 18x30 to hold 10 horses 
Roofs shingled! 





= RCMP. Papers: RG-18, vol. 37, file 985, Novenber 1889. 


2. The house measures 24 ft. by 18 ft. with Tean-to kitchen, good cellar, 
shingle roof, ete. 


~ Sessional Papers of Canada, vol. 23, no. 10, 1890, pp. 44-45. 


3. Writing on Stone. Consisting of 
1 non Com (Corpl. Higginbethan) 
5 Constables 
9 Horses, 8 saddle 
1 pack pony 
found everything correct, in good order and no complaints. A corral has been 
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built this year & a stone store house is being put up also the Togs are in 
the ground for an addition to the quarters of 20x15 to be divided into two 
rooms for use of officer and non com officer: 

Porches are also to be put up to the front and kitchen doors of the 
Pend'QreiTe and Wetting Stone 


= R.C.M.P. Papers: RE-18, vol. 45, File 872, Novenber 1890; 


4, A Tean-to of 109s 16'x20' is also being added to the present building 
which will afford a room for an officer and another for the N.C.0. in charge: 
‘this addition wiTT have a shingle roof: and the main building will have a 
stom porch. 


= R.C.M.P. Papers: RO-18, vol. 1187, file 230, Novenber 1890. 
Be. ya Team 


feet, with shingle roofs intended for rooms for an officer and the non 
coomissioned officer in charge of the detachment. 


10 addition [N.C.0, quarters] to last year's house, 16x20 





= Sessional Papers of Canada, vol. 24, no. 15, 1897, p. 53. 


6. We happen to have a Tittle Time on hand and 1 have ordered the build 
‘ings at Nriting on Stone and Pendant d'Oreille to be whitewashed before 
winter, because the Togs not being quite straight. It would not cost much 
to Tine them with Manilla Tining and a ceiling of the same material would 
economize a great deal on the stove heat, in fact it would lessen the expend- 
ture of coal and save sone of the wear and tear of the heating stoves: 


= R.GM.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 63, fille 247, July 1892 


7. T recently sent 
land report on the buildings etc. . . . Writing on Stone Tog buildings 





gt. Davis round the Nilk River outposts, to examine 


should be sheathed, ceiled and papered - Kitchen roof requires patching ~ 
he suggests an additional window in the kitchen and in the officers and N.C.0.'s 
voons - I do not agree with him as to that. 


= R.CM.P, Papers: RG-18, vol. 63, file 247, September 1892 


8... sbarrack room was very cold in winters it is now being sheathed inside 











with building paper and wood. 


= Sessional Papers of Canada, vol 26, no. 9, 1893, p. 87 


9. The Kitchen roof leaks in one place and I have sent out one bundle of 
shingles, witch Corpl. Dickson can put on round the stove pipe. 


= RCMP. Papers: RG-18, vol. 74, file 73, July 1893. 


10, Corp. Dickson's room is infected by bugs and he was sleeping in the 


open air. I have now sent out some insecticide 


= R.C.M.P, Papers: RG-18, vol. 74, fie 73, Septenber 1893. 


11. At Mrfting-on-Stone and Pendant d‘Oreille the buildings are much improved 
by having been Tined with paper and ceiled lumber. 





~ Sessional Papers of Canada, vol. 27, no. 11, 1894, p. 84. 


12. The bugs are terribly bad in the Guard Room, and at Writing on Stone, 
where the men wish to try the effect of paint at their ovn expense: 


= R.C.M.P, Papers: 86-18, vol. 104, file 131, August 1895 


13, Constable Mood, the tinsmith, has Fitted the stoves with riew castings. 


= R.C.N.P, Papers: 86-18, vol. 104, file 131, Septenber 1996 


14. Six bushels of Tine are also required to replaster the houses, which 
were very cold last winter. The men have bought paint and white lead for 
painting the inside of their building 





= R.CM.P, Papers: RG-18, vol. 1338, file 119, Septenber 1695. 
15. Writing on Stone detachoent required 3 roof saddles for stove pipes, to 
replace others completely worn out, as certified by Const. Wood, the tinsmith, 
who examined then, These at §1.75 each, will amount to $5.25, as shown 

{in enclosure E. 


RG-18, vol. 112, file 729, Novenber 1895. 


= RCNP. Papers: 
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16. Inspector Williams reports that the Barrack room and kitchen at Weiting- 
on-Stone require to be refloored. I have sent out for an estimate of the 
umber required, 





= R.CLM.P. Papers: 86-18, vol. 13: 





, file 119, Decenber 1895, 


17. Statement of Repairs, additions, painting etc., required in *k" Division, 
for 1895-96. 

Painting of Houses at: 

NiTk River Ridge 

Writing on Stone 

Pendant d°OreiTle. 


= RCMP, Papers: RG-18, vol. 1323, file 33, 1895-1896. 


18. I had ordered Const. Aylsworth to start for Writing on Stone tomorrow 
with thé flooring for the buildings there, but a snowstorm from the north 

has set in, and the roads, which are becoming fairly good, will now becone 
blocked for the next 10 days or fortnight, so that Tunber must go by train. 


= R.CMLP. Papers: RG-18, vol. 114, file 25, Narch 1896. 


19. Just now they are busy about their house, the Tower logs have rotted, 
and are to be replaced by new sills taken froa 2 hay racks, which we did 
rot require to use last year, and shall not want now, as far as we can see. 


= R.GM.P. Papers: RO-18, vol. 114, fille 25, June 1896. 





20, The Tower logs of the house at Writing-on-Stone were found to be very 
rotten, and Corporal Dickson, and the men of his detacheent removed then and 
replaced then by a sandstone foundation. That improvement and a new kitchen 
Floor to the same building comprise the extent of repairs on the MiTk River, 


= Sessional Papers of Canada, vol. 31, no. 11, 1897, p. 97, 
21. 1 drove over to this detachment on 9th Instant and inspected it. The 


barrack building is not as good as that at Coutts being of log and much smaller. 
The barrack room is too small for the nunber of men at present stationed theres 
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Corpora? Dickson, in temporary command: 
3 Constables, 

i. 4 in hand teanster. 

1 blacksmith (speciat 
2 Vine rider (1 special, 1 Anerican) 





Total: 8 


Im addition to these & permanent menbers there are men there continually from 





the other detachments with horses to be shod, so that this detachment {s always 
crovded. It cannot be healthy, and I instructed Superintendent Deane to put 
some of them under canvas. There is no wess room and the men have to dine in 
the kitchen, which is very saall, very hot in surmer, and quite unsuited for 

‘a ness room. The barrack room was not particularly clean or neat. . . 

Corporal Dickson also raised the barrack building and placed new si11s under 
it, and built @ low stone wall all round the building, 





= R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 129, file 64, June 1897 


22. The kitchen requires painting inside, and the Officer and N.C.0. Room 
requires a coat of of1 and varnish mixed 


= R.C.N.P, Papers: 86-18, vol. 231, fille 270, May 1902 





23. Barrack Building contains barrack room to hold Six men, mess room and 
kftehen at back, in one, At end of building two rooms for N.C.0. in charge 
and inspecting officer. Built of 10g, shingle roof. In fair order. Requires 
‘emudding 





= R.C.M.P, Papers: RG-18, vol. 1497, file 78, duly 1902. 


2h, The other bulTdings on detachment built of Tog, all require to be remudded 
and Vined 


= R.C.N.P. Papers: RG-18, vol 1497, file 78, August 1902. 





The quarters have been nevly-nudded and whitewashed and Tooks well 


= R.C.N.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 1490, file 15, October 1902. 


26. The barrack room at Mriting on Stone has been painted. 


= R.C.M.P, Papers: RG-18, vol. 250, file 177, January 1903: 
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27... .an estimate of repairs. . .NiTk River Sub-District. 
liriting on Stone 

Flooring for kitchen, barracks and now ceiling 15.83 

Building 2 new cow stable 12x18 for horses from other Detachnents 42.08 

Painting kitchen, Barrack room, N.C. off. and officer rooms 11:36 

Painting all roofs. 10.74 


= R.G.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 274, file 363, July 1903. 


28. . . with the exception of Coutts al1 the detachment have been painted and 
whitewashed outside and painted inside, neatness and tidyness 
The repairs to floors, kitchen, blacksmith shop and new saddle room at 


rit ing-on-Stone. . .have not been done yet, I expect to send the carpenter to 
do the work this week... . I intend to have ventilation of each stable door 
this winter. 


= R.C.M.P. Papers: RE-18, vol. 1517, file 19, Novenber 1903. 


29. Writing on Stone, Milk River Ridge and Pendant d'Oreil1e detachments have 
been painted inside and white-washed outside. They were clean and tidy. The 
surroundings of each were also clean and tidy. 





= R.C.M.P, Papers: RG-18, vol. 250, file 177, Novenber 1903, 


30, Writing on Stone 

Painted inside and outside and whitwashed, floor in kitchen, new constables 
and saddle room. Blacksmith shop repaired, kitchen new floor, sheeted inside 
and ceiling also painted 


= R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol.274, file 383, March 1904 
31. Very clean and tidy and in repair, except that the foundation is not good. 


= R.C..P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 1552, file 19, March 1906. 


32, The buildings at Kriting on Stone and Pendant d'OreilTe are reported to be 
infested with bugs. If these detachrents are to be kept up new buildings 
should be erected 


= RLC.M.P. Papers: RG-1B, vol. 315, File 202, August 1906. 


33. Old stove wont bake, Fire grant 4s burnt out. Name of stove, "MeClarrys 











Famous" date 1890 
= R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 1564, file 3, Novenber 1906. 


34. The Pendant: d!Oreflle and Writing on Stone buildings considerably damaged 
by Mood: 
= R.CAN.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 353, file 182, June 1908. 


35. I have the honour to report that on Saturday the 6th inst. the river 
suddenly rose about 12 feet between 12 noon and 2 p.m. 

‘The blacksmith shop was swept avay, the roof caught in some tall trees 
land remains, but the renainder is gone. The stable, oat house and hay shed 
were flooded. A1T the oats (300 Ibs) and most of the hay was soaked. 

The Detachment buildings were Flooded, but owing to our having piled the 
things up so high there was Tittle danage done to property. The wall of the 
at house caved in. The Detachment pasture fence was carried away for 200 yards 
on the west side and 130 yards on the east side, the water closet was also. swept 
avay. After moving and piling up the police property and driving the horses up 
Police Coulee, Const. O'Connor and Spl. Const. Parker left the Detachnent for 
‘John Bohn's place on Rocky Coutee. 

1 returned to the Detachment at 9 P.¥. and found that the water had risen 
two or three feet. 1 came to the Detachnent again about 7 A.M: on the morning 
of the 7th inst. and found the water had fell four feet. I could enter the 
Detachment and stables, I then patrolled to Coutts to report. On the 8th inst. 

I returned to the Oetachwent with Sergt. Oliver and Const. Green when we found 
that the water had gone down from about the buildings. 


= R.CLN.P, Papers: RG-18, vol. 369, file 371, June 1908, 


36. The old Tog shacks and stables at Writing on Stone, Pendant é'0retTle and 
Medicine Lodge have about outlived their usefulness. [ would recommend that 
arrangements be made for the erection of new buildings at these points. . . 

The principle complaint against these places is that they have becone infested 
with beé-bugs, and although we have done everything to keep then dovn 1 find it 
fnpossible as they have got into the old Togs and there is no way of getting 
id of then. 


= R.C.M.P. Papers: R6-18, vol. 286, file 156, Decenber 1910. 
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57. Buildings: No change. I submitted an Estimate of renevals and repairs, 
but was unable to estinate on new Detachment buildings as this would have to 
be done by tender and I could not form any idea as to the cost at Writing on 
Stone, Pendant d'Oreille, Wild Horse and Medicine Lodge. 


= RCMP, Papers: R6-18, vol. 408, file 179, January 1911 


38. You are authorized to purchase the necessary paint and shingles required 
to put these buildings in repairs you may also purchase locally, = supply of 
chloride of Line to be distributed anong your ine detachnents. 


= R.CM.P, Papers: RG-18, vol.1652, file 40, June 1911. 


39, Detachment buildings along the Line at Wrfting-on- 





tone and Pendant 
'OreitTe have about outlived their usefulness and should be replaced. They, 
fas you know, ave old log buildings and have for some time, been infested with 
vermin. If this is done I would reconmend that plans be drawn and a11 work be 
done by contract. 


~ Sessional Papers of Canada, vol. 46, no. 20, 1912, p. 102. 


40. I would consider that suitable buildings could be er 
including freight [writing-on-Stone and Pendant d'OreiIle] 





ed for $2,000 each, 


= Sessional Papers of Canada, yol. 47, no. 21, 1913, p. 96. 


41, It 45 almost impossible to keep these old buildings free from vermin. 
= Sessional Papers of Canada, vol. 48, no. 24, 1914, p. at 





42. A few repairs have also been made at Writing on Stone. 


= R.C.N.P. Papers: RG-I8, vol. 461, file 157, Novenber 1914 


43, have the honour to recosmend the purchase of the following material: 


3000 shingles No. 1 
Bo Lin. Ft 1 x 6, common Tunber 
T tbs Shingle Nails 

50 Ths Wnite Lead 

3 als. O11 

i Tb. Lamp Black 

1b Gal. Dark Red Paint 

2 Gals. Shingle Stain, 


This will be sufficient to put the Detachment building in a good state of repair, 














and to repaint it on the inside. 
T would atso recomend that: 


12 Planks 2x6, 12 ft. long 
5 lbs. Four Inch Spikes 


be purchased for the construction of a culvert over a creek which runs though 
‘our property at Writing-on-Stone 

At present this is a very nasty place to cross, and in the early Winter 
will be dangerous both to men and horses. There is no other way of crossing 
the creek when it is necessary to proceed in an Easterly direction 


= RCMP. Papers: 86-18, vol. 2522, file 





", Novenber 1915. 


44, Transport 1 Boat serviceable 
Quarters Govt property. Have now been painted inside which 
greatly inproves the appearnace. 
Stables Clean, well ventilated and sanitory. 


Other Buildings Hay Shed - This old stone-nalled buflding has flooded 
recently during a heavy storm, the walls collapsed. A 
Smal amount of Tunber is necessary to put it in repair 
and I instructed S/Serat. Munday to have this done 


= RCMP. Papers: RG-I8, vol.1847, file 3, July 1916. 


45. Much needed repairs were also done at Writing-on-Stone. 


ay vol. 52, no. 18, 1917, p. 174, 





~ Sessional Papers of Canc 





46, [Exterior window framing on the Barrack building and N.C.0.'s quarters 
vas painted a dark brown. Both the front and back porches were painted a 
brick red. The interfor walls were probably not painted.) 


= Interview with John and WiTlfam O'Hara, 27 August 1975, 


47. (Interior of barrack building was whitewashed. 


= Interview with Hrs. A. Verburg, 5 February 1976. 





48. [Interor of Barrack building was whitewashed. 


= Interview with Russell Blackner, § February 1976. 


49. [The window si11s in the interior of the barrack building were varnished 
These were white porcelain door knobs on the front door, with leaf hinges, 
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probably, on the doors. There was a door leading from the western most section 
of the N.C.0."s quarters to the barrack building. No recollection of there being 
‘tongue-in-groove panelling in the front porch, but one was able to see through 
the exterior, plan lunber, covering. 


= Interview with John and William O'Hara, 4 February 1976, 


50. [The barrack building was whitewashed. Window sills in the interior of 
the barrack building were varnished. Interfor of kitchen may have been 
painted a dark blue.) 


= Interview with Frank Sayk, § February 1976. 





‘Adans, et a1., Archaeologica 
Post, pp. 13-18 





jestigations: Wefting-on-Stone R.C.H.P 














Stable (R2A2) 


The log stable built at kritin 





‘on-Stone in 1889 neasured 18 feet by 
30 feet and was reported to hold up to ten horses, even though there were 
only eight stalls. The roof of the structure was shingled and in 1893 an 
18 foot iron rod was installed to prevent it from spreading at the eaves. 
The building was remudded at least twice and was whitewashed on several 
occasions. In 1906, 1000 feet of plank was used to refloor the stable, the 
lumber being hauled from Coutts, Alberta. This project was completed at a 
cost of $20. 


1. Writing on Stone 


Log house - 18x24 
kitchen - (lean-to) 12x16 
stable ~ 18x30" t0 hold 10 horses. 


Roofs shingled. 
= R.C.HLP. Papers: RG-18, vol. 37, file 985, Novenber 1889. 





2, The stable measures 30 ft. by 18 ft. shingle roofed, and capable of 
holding ten horses. 


= Sessional Papers of Canada, vol. 23, 90. 10, 1890, pp. 44-45. 


3. There was a very high wind on the night of the 23rd, the highest that 
has been experienced in the NiTk River valley, and on my arrival at kriting 
‘on Stone Corporal Dickson reported that the stable had spread at the eaves. 
I wrote into the post for an iron rod, 18 feet Tong threaded at each end and 
to brace the building sufficiently 





with this it wilT probably be possi 
well. The walls have spread about 10 inches already 


= R.C.M.P. Papers: RE-I8, vol. 1338, file 119, Septenber 1895. 


4, The stable fs a good one and in good repair. 


= R.CM.P Papers: RG-18, vol. 129, file 64, June 1897. 


5. The stable 4s warm and ina very fair state of repair. The extra corral 
stable will require considerable work on it next year. 


= R.C.M.P. Papers: 6-18, vol. 1468, file 15, January 1901 
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6. Stable, 10g, shingle roof, hold 8 horses. In fair order. Requires 
remudéing. Lean to stable at back, very dilapitated. 


= RCMP. Papers: RG-18, vol. 1497, file 78, duly 1902 


7. The stable requires remudding 


= RGAM.P. Papers: RG+-18, vol. 1497, file 78, August 1902 


8, ALT the stables on the detachments have beon white-washed excepting 
Pendant 4"Ore‘tle. 


= R.C.M.P. Papers: RO-18, vol. 294, file 286, March 1905. 


9... «the mud has so much been swept out in this stable as to Teave it 
[floor} in holes. Corpl. Brewer when in charge had been filTing it with 
ashes making it Filthy dirty. It wilT take 2 1000 feet of plank to Floor 
the stable T can have this completed by Paul Audent for $30.00 we 
‘to haul the lunber from Coutts. 


= R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 1569, fil 





35, October 1906. 


10. The stable at Kriting on Stone has been floored, no change in Post 
stables. 


= R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol, 315, fille 202, Novenber 1906. 
V1. The stables in the Post have been painted and Tine washed, so also 


the stables at Kriting on Stone, Medicine Hat, Coutts, Pendant d'Qre{T1e and 
Nedicine Lodge. 


= R.GM.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 440, File 169, April 1913. 


12, The Detachnent stables have been plastered and fixed up for the winter. 


= R.CM.P. Papers: RG-18, vo1.440, file 169, Septenber 1913. 


13, [The barn door was constructed in two parts (Dutch Door). 


= Interview with John and MiTlfam O'Hara, 21 August 1975 
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14. [The barn was constructed of cottonwood logs, and the roof was shingled. 
Nir, Astle did not renenber a door or an opening in the rear (north) wall of 
the stable.) 


= Interview with George Astle, 21 August 1975 


15. [There was @ horizontal tie beam located approximately half-way up the 
stable roof.) 


= Interview with Harold Audet, 16 Septenber 1975. 


16. [The barn door was probably whitewashed (no certainty on this matter).] 


= Interview with John and WiT1ian O'Hara, 4 February 1976. 


17. (There was a small opening in the rear (north) wall of the stable. 


= Interview with Frank Sayk, 5 February 1976. 
18. Adams, et at.4 Op. cit, pp. 20-21 
19. Werner Construction and Historical Consultant, Writing-on-Stone N.WM. 


Post: The Findings of the stable, Horse Shelter and Tack Room, pp. 1-11 and 
Appendices 1 and 3-11. 
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Lean-to Stables (R2A2N): 


The first lean-to stable attached to the north wall of the barn was 
probably constructed in 1891. There are no figures as to its dimensions, 
but 600 feet of 1unber was used to construct the roof. The walls are re- 
ported to have been built of straw and poles. In 1894, this structure was 
torn down and replaced by a Tean-to made of sods and poles with a clay roof. 
The second lean-to was partially demolished in 1902 and replaced by a wooden 
shelter, 10 feet by 18 feet, built on the west end of the stable. A total 
of $27.16 was expended for the latter project. 


1. 0n 10 Oct: very heavy storm of rain and sleet 
On 17 Oct: Detachnent enployed getting out rails and Firewood. 
On 24 Oct: Detachnent employed plastering buildings, getting out Ffre- 
‘wood and posts and poles for “lean-to” stable. 
On 31 Oct: Getting out post & etc and building stable. 


= RA 





NP. Papers: RG-18, vol. 1193, file 348, October 1890. 


2. 600 feet of lunber to construct @ roof for the horse shelters this is, 
used for passing horses in excess of stable accomodation 


= R.CM.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 1197, File 76, October 1897. 





3. Remainder of detachment enployed putting roof on coal shed and horse 
shelter. 


= RCMP. Papers: RG-18, vol. $2, file 368, Novenber 1891 


4. On arriving at Writing-on-Stone on Friday last I found the old straw 
stable removed. Corp! Dickson inforwed me that it had partially fallen 

dow with the storm of the two previous days and that as he found it impos- 
sible to repair it he took 





own altogether. I applied for leave last week 
for him to replace it with a sod stable as the old straw stable was in bad 
condition, 111 ventilated and beginning to snel] badly. Const Aylesworth 
reports his team in excellent condition and thefr appearance verifies nis 
words. 

[A meno beside report notes that St has been done and "fons shelter 











for extra horses. 





The Lean=to Tooks very well [Pendant d'drei1le] indeed, the doors and 
ceilings are higher than at Writing on Stone. 


= R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 91, file 148, May 1894. 


dat 





5. Two very nice shelters for surplus horses have been constru: 
Writing on Stone and Pendant d'OreiTle with sods and poles, and with clay 
roofs 


= R.CLM.P. Papers: R6-I8, vol. 104, file 131, August 1895, 


6. At Writing-on-Stone a warm and rooay shelter for extra horses has been 
built of sods and poles. 


= Sessional Papers of Canada, vol. 29, no. 11, 1896, p. 98, 





7. Since ay last inspection a Yean-to stable that will hold ten horses had 
been built by Corporal Dickson, and is @ very serviceable, wan, structure. 


= R.CHLP, Papers: RG-18, vol. 129, file 64, June 1897. 


8. The Sod Stable attached to the Tog Stable can be repaired to do another 
year. 


= RCMP, Papers: 6-18, vol. 1490, ffle 15, April 1902. 


9. Lean-to on stable very delapitated, and should be pulled down. 


= R.GH.P. Papers: R6-18, vol. 1497, file 78, August 1902, 


10... .the Asst. Commissioner recommended. . .that the Sod stables at Writing 
fon Stone should be torn down. There is not enough stable room there for the 

horses while there from other detachnents for shoeing, there being only eight 

stalls. I would ask authority for expenditure of $27.16 for the purpose of | 
building a Tean-to on the Kest end of the present log stable size 10x18 ft | 
similar to that built at Pendant d°Oreilie. This will give four extra stalls, | 
and will put al7 our detachnents in very good shape for the winter | 


= R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 1491, file 24, October 1902, 
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n an estinate of repairs. . .Milk River Sub-Distriet. . . 
Writing on Stone 

Flooring for kitchen, barracks and new ceiling 15.03 

Bullding a new cow stable 12x18 for horses from other Detachnents 4208 

Painting kitchen, Barrack room, W.C. off. and officer roons 1136 

Painting all roofs, 10.74 


= RCMP. Papers: RG-18, vol. 274, file 383, July 1903. 
12. Painted inside and outside and whitewashed, floor in kitchen, new constables 


and saddle room. Blacksmith shop repaired, kitchen new floor, sheeted inside and 
cefling also painted. 


= R.C.M.P, Papers: RG-18, vol. 274, Fille 383, March 1908 


13, Adams, et al., Op. cit., pp. 21, 218-230 


14, Werner, Op. 





+ ps 12 and appendix 12. 











Oat House: 


1. T have the honour to report that on Saturday the 6th inst. the river 
suddenly rose about 12 feet between 12 noon and 2 p.m. 

The blacksmith shop was swept avay, the roof caught in some tall trees 
and renains, but the remainder is gone. The stable, oat house and hay shed 
were Flooded. ATT the oats (300 Ibs) and most of the hay was soaked. 

The Detachoent buildings were Flooded, but owing to our having piled 
‘the things up so high there was 1ittle damage done to property. The wall of 
the oat house caved in. The Detachment pasture fence was carried avay for 
200 yards on the west side and 130 yards on the east side, the water closet 
Was also swept avay. After moving and piling up the police property and 
Griving the horses up Police Coulee, Const. O'Connor and Spl. Const. Parker 
left the Detachment for John Bohn's place on Rocky Coulee. 

T returned to the Oetachnent at 9 P.M. and found that the water had 
risen two or three feet. I cane to the Detachment again about 7 A.M. on 
the morning of the 7th inst. and found the water haé fel1 four feet. I could 
enter the Detachnent and stables, I then patrolled to Coutts to report. On 
the 8th inst. T returned to the Detachment with Sergt. Oliver and Const. 
Green when we found that the water had gone down from about the buildings. 


- R.C.M.P. Papers: 86-18, vol. 359, file 371, June 1908 


Adams, et a., Op. cite, pp. 229-230. 
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Root House, and/or Tce house (R2A3): 


1. The sandstone {n the neighbourhood has been used to construct a coal 
shed and root-house. 


= Sessfonal Papers of Canada, vot. 29, no. 11, 1896, p. 98. 


2. Adams, et al., Op. cit., pp. 235 242-286. 














Blacksmith Shop (RAGA and R2KOB): 


The First blacksmith shop at Neiting-on-Stone was constructed in 189. 
It measured 18 feet by 24 feet and had a mud roof, which was replaced by 

4 board roof in 1891, as the sods and poles were unserviceable in bad 
weather. In Decenber 1893, the shop was destroyed by fire. Superintendent: 
Deane reported that the building could be easily replaced and the 1894 
reports show that "A new and much better shop, measuring 24 x 22 feet. 

with a 'squeezer’ attached for branding horses" was duly constructed. The 
new building had a shingle roof. In June 1908, the second shop was washed 
away by a Flood. From police records it {s reasonably certain that a new 
blacksmith shop for the Mik River sub-district was constructed at Coutts, 
and no more blacksmithing was done at Writing-on-Stone. 


1. Insp. Bradley left to inspect the outposts taking with him Const. 
NeRae and a portable forge to be established at Writing on Stone. 


= RCMP. Papers: RG-I8, vol. 21, no. 373, Nay 1888. 


2. A blacksmith's shop has just been completed and the assistant farrier 
WiTl resain alT the winter, so will the veterinary surgeon. 


= Sessional Papers of Canada, vol. 23, no. 10, 1890, pp. 44-45. 


3... 8 good blacksmith's shop 18'x 26" has been butlt, with a mud roof 
This is the most central point of the line of outposts and it is necessary 
to have a farrier there. 


= R.C.N.P. Papers: RG-18, vol, 1187, file 230, Novenber 1890. 


4. At Writing-on-Stone there have been built of Togs, which were cut 
coulee, a blacksmith's shop 18 x 24 feet, with a md 


about 6 miles up 
roof. 





- Sessional Papers of Canada, vol. 24, no. 15, 1891, p. 53. 
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5. Spectal Constable Gilbert Teft this morning with a four horse team 
land a load of Tunber for roofing the Blacksmith's shop, horse shelter and 
coal shed at Writing on Stone. 


= R.C.N.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 49, file 192, October 1891. 


6. Wetting on Stone 
20 sixteen foot boards to make a roof for the blacksmith's shop: It 
‘is at present covered with poles and sods but in wet weather the men 
cannot work there 





= R.C.M.P. Papers: R5-18, vol. 1197, file 76, October 1891 
7. This pair [used bellows from Lethbridge] when repaired will be sent to 
Writing on Stone to replace the bellows there, which are almost useless in 
their present condition but which can probably be replaced here. 


= R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 1260, file 78, August 1893 


8. The Commissioner directs me to report that the Blacksaith's shop at 
Writing on Stone was accidently burnt down during 3 gale on the night of the 
2nd inst. The fire 4s supposed to have originated from sparks falling behind 
sone zinc which was nailed on the wall opposite the anvil. The building was 
an old log one and can be replaced easily. The only real Toss was the bellows 
and they were an old pair. The tools can be retenpered and will be fit for use 
again. 

We renoved the grindstone and buckboard which were in front of the 
shop. 


= R.GM.P, Papers: RG-I8, vol. 90, file 139, Decenber 1893. 


9, A telegram was received from Inspector Morris on the 4th instant saying 
that the blacksmith's shop at lriting on Stone and all the tools had been 
destroyed by fire. The shop was @ very rough log building and some months 
ago Const. Evans, the blacksmith took out a piece of zinc to nail on the wall 
to prevent any sparks from the forge finding their way into the chinks and 
possibly causing trouble. It is morally certain that a spark or sparks mst 











have dropped down behind the zinc and Tain there dormant untiT fanned into 
flame by the high wind during that afternoon and evening. The forge was 
not used after 3 o'clock that afternoon and the fire was not observed until 
about & o'clock the wind having sprung up in the interval when it had got 
such a hold that nothing could be done but to protect other property which 
the men were able to do. Insp. Morris took statenents of the men present 
fat the tine which have been forvarded to Regina. Insp. Norris reported that 
the tools could be re-tenpered but as the blacksmith's apron appears to have 
been burnt it {s possible that other articles may be beyond the reach of 





repair. In view of the forthcoming stocktaking Board I have directed Insp. 
NeDonet? to inspect all the articles carried on the Form 30 of the Writing 

con Stone detachnent. This building can be easily replaced during the present 
winter. Me can cut logs below Pendant d'OreiTte and haul then up the ice 

on the river a distance of about 45 miles. 


= R.CM.P, Papers: RG-T8, vol. 74, no. 73, Decenber 1893. 


10. The wind, I well know, Blew a perfect gale about that tine and all 
nights and to me, it feels a great peice of good luck that they were instrue~ 
rental in preventing the hay stack from being levelled to the ground 11ke the 


blacksmiths shop. The building can very readily be put up again at 
this season of the year. Good timber can be had at or near PO Oreille, and 
conveniently hauled on the ice just now... . About 36 Togs will be necessary 


to make a good sized shop 
= R.C.M.P. Papers: RE-18, vol. 90, file 139, Decenber 1893, 


11. The old blacksmith shop at Writing-on-Stone was burnt. down in Decenber 
jast. A spark fron the forge mist have Todgadbetween the logs behind the 
zine sereen and fn the evening was fanned into flane by a high wind which | 
farose. Anew and much better shop, measuring 24 by 22 feet, has been since 

erected, The Togs having been hauled fron below Pendant d'Oreilie, a distance 
of about forty-five miles. The cost of roofing and finishing mounted to 
$93.00. Tt 1s a good butlding with 2 "squeezer" attached for branding horses. 


‘Sessional Papers of Canada, vol. 28, no. 9, 1895s p.95. 
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12 the following articles unfit for further service in the Force and 
reconmends that they be concerned and destroyed, viz: 
Bet Tow. 1 Shovel. 2. Auger bit... 1 
Hand xeut saw. . .1 Scythe blade. . . 1. Scythe snaith. . . .1 
Nonkey wrench. . .1 Hand hanr handle. . .1 Axe handles. . .2 
Adze handle. . .1/ Hand hanr shoeing. .1 Stove pipe Tgth. . .4 


‘The Board further recommends that the following articles be condenned 
and struck off the books as destroyed in the recent fire on Dec 2nd 1893, viz 


Brushes paint. 2 Apron Teather... 1 Files... <1 
ey hole sav. 1 Knife shoeing... .1 Zinc, sheets 3 
Rake, wood... . .1 Padlock. . 1 


The Board further recommend that the "hemmercTaw" be condenned and struck 
off the books as lost. 


= R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 90, file 139, January 1894, 


18. Const Aylesworth has commenced to haul the hewn Togs to the Stone. 
Do you intend buflding the new blacksmith shop on the old site or will you 
have a new one chosen? I think one south and a little east of the stables 
Would be a mich better place for the shop as then, in case of fire, the 
sparks would be out of the direct line of the hay stack; the prevailing winds 
being from the Mest. In case you should require a new site chosen it would 
be well for you to Tet Insp Macdonel1 have your views touching the matter 
when he comes out. 


= R.C.N.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 91, file 148, February 1894 


14, Superintendent Deane reported about the new blacksmith's shop at Writing 
on Stone that it would be difficult to put on a serviceable mud raof on account 
of the size of the building and that the building was worthy of a good roof. 

= RLC.N.P. Papers? RE-18, vol. 1286, #11 17, ApriT 1694 


On the 20th inst Const. Mountain with a 4 horse team left for lriting 
on Stone, carrying shingles etc for the roof of the blacksmith's shop at that 
place. 


oR. 





W.P. Papers: RG-18, vol.1307, file 133, April 1894 








15. On the 20th Const Mountain with a 4 horse team left for Writing on 
Stone, carrying shingles etc., for the roof of the blacksmith's shop at 
that place. . 


= R.C.M.P, Papers: RG-18, vol. 91, File 148, April 1894 


16. Blacksmith's shop good 


= R.C.N.P, Papers: RG-18, vol. 1286, file 17, June 1894 


v7. here all detachment horses are shod. It 4s In good state of 
preservation. During the recent floods the water ran through this building 
doing, however, no particular harm. 


= R.C.N.P, Papers: RG-18, vol. 1497, file 78, July 1902 


18. with the exception of Coutts all the detachsents have been painted 
and whitewashed outside and painted inside, neatness and tidyness 

The repairs to Floors, kitchen, blacksmith shop and new saddle room at 
Wiriting-on-Stone. . .have not been done yet. I expect to send the carpenter 
to do the work this week... . I intend to have ventilation of each stable 





door this winter 


= R.CM.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 1517, file 19, Novenber 1903 


19. Writing on Stone 

Painted inside and outside and whitewashed, floor in kitchen, new 
constables and saddle room. Blacksmith shop repaired, kitchen new floor, 
sheeted inside and cefling also painted. 


= R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 278, File 383, March 1904, 


20. . . the blacksmith's shop at the former place [Writing-on-Stone] being 
washed avay [by flood of June 8} 


= Sessional Papers of Canada, vol. 43, no. 16, 1909, p. 97, 


21. Me suffered a bit at Writing on Stone and Pendant d'OreiTle, at the 
former place the blacksmith shop and portions of the fence were carried 


aay. 





m 


|A blacksmith shop will have to be buflt either at Writing on 
Stone or Coutts. 


= R.CM.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 363, fille 152, May 1908, 


22. I have the honour to report thet on Saturday the 6th Inst. the river 
suddenly rose about 12 feet between 12 noon and 2 p.m. 

‘The blacksmith shop was shept anay, the roof caught in sone tall trees 
and remains, but the remainder is gone, The stable, oat house and hay shed 
were flooded. A11 the oats (300 Ibs) and most of the hay was soaked. 

‘The Detachnent buildings were Flooded, but owing to our having piled 
the things up so high there was 1ittTe damage done to property. The wall of 
the oat house caved in. The Detachment pasture fence was carried avay for 
200 yards on the west side and 130 yards on the east side, the water closet 
was a150 swept aay. After moving and piling up the police property and 
Griving the horses up Police Coulee, Const. O'Connor and Spl. Const. Parker 
left the Detachment for John Bohn's place on Rocky Coulee. 

T returned to the Detachsent at 9 P.M. and found that the water had 
risen two or three feet. I came to the Detachsent again about 7 A.M. on the 
rrorning of the 7th inst. and found the water hed fell four feet. 1 could enter 

the ath 

fnst. I returned to the Detachment with Sergt. Oliver and Const. Green when 
we found that the water had gone down from about the buildings 





‘the Detachment and stables, I then patrolled to Coutts to report. 


= R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 369, fille 371, June 1908, 





23, Adams, et al., Op. cits, pp. 24-25, 224-235. 





Hen House (R248) 


1 at Writing-on-Stone they have buiTt an excellent hen house out of 


rock with mid for sorta. 


= R.C.N.P. Papers: R6-18, vol. 1338, file 119, Septenber 1895. 


Adans, et al., Op. cit., pp. 23, 257-272, 





Coal Sheds (R29) 


The first of the three coal sheds at liriting-on-Stone was constructed 
in 1890. It was built of Togs, measured 10 feet by 12 feet, and had a board 
roof, which may have been shingled as well. The second coal shed was built 
‘in 1895. Local sandstone was used in its construction and 200 feet of lunber 
was required “to make doors for it and for other repairs there." The third 
shed was probably built in 1915, according to recent archaeological invest= 
igation and historical photographs. 


Coal Shed 1 (R289): 


1. A Tog coat shed 10° x 12' has also been built 
= R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 1187, File 230, Novenber 1890. 


2 a coal shed, 10x12 feet, with board roof, 


~ Sessional Papers of Canada, vol. 24, n0. 15, 1897, p. $3, 





3. The roof of the coal shed also requires shingling, it measures 12 
Feet square and the coal slacks very fast being exposed to so much weather: 


= RCMP. Papers: RG-18, vol. 74, file 73, duly 1893. 
4, Adams, et al.5 Op. cit, pp. 24, 273-288 

Coal Shed 2: 

1. A-go0d coal house has a1s0 been excavated and roofed at Writing on Stone 


and about 200 feet of lunber are required to make doors for it and for other 
repairs there, 


= R.C.H.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 1338, file 119, Septenber 1895. 


2. The sandstone in the neighbourhood has been used to construct a coal 
shed and root-house. 





sessional Papers of Canada, vol. 29, no. 11, 1896, p. 98. 





na 





The roof of the present Store house needs renewing, the Tunber at 
present on it can be utilized for repairing the coal shed. . .the cost of 
improvments required wiTl be about $20.00. 


= RCMP. Papers: RG-I8, vol. 231, fille 270, May 1902 


4. coal shed requires to be bust. 


= RCNP. Papers: RG-18, vol. 1497, file 78, July 1902. 


Coal Shed 3: 


1. Thave the honor to recomend the purchase of the following material: 
3000 shingles to. 1 
80 Lin. Ft 1 x 6, common Tunber 
7 Abs Shingle Nails 
50 Ibs White Lead 
3 Gals. of 
1c 1b. Lamp Black 
4 Gal. Dark Red Paint 
2 Gals. Shingle Stain. 
This will be sufficient to put the Detachment building in a good state 
of repair, and to repaint it on the inside 


= R.C.MAP. Papers: RG-18, vol. 2522, file "K*, Novenber 1915. 


Adans, et a1., Op. cit., p. 18, 








Earth Dugout (R2AI0) 


1. Adams, et a1. Op. cite, pp. 24, 284-292. 





Latrine (R2AT4): 


1. A blacksmith shop will have to be built either at Writing on Stone 
for Coutts and a latrine at both Writing on Stone and Pendant d'QreftTe. 
They having been washed away by flood. 


= R.CM.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 363, file 152, May 1908. 


Adams, et al., Op. cit., pp. 25, 241. 





n7 
Shed Structure (R2A13): 


1. Adams, et al, Op. cit., pp. 25, 231-233. 











Tack Room or Saddle Room (R2AI5): 


Construction was initiated in 1890, and this building was completed 
in 1891. The floor was excavated three feat and the gable ends were but 
three feet above the ground. The six-foot-high walls were constructed 
entirely of sandstone. The building had a board roof and photographs show 
clearly that it was shingled as well. Repairs to the structure were made in 
1893 and 1902. In July 1902, Commissioner A. Bowen Perry comented that the 





building was “quite unfitted to its purpose." Since reference to the tack 
room was made but once during the perfod 1902 to 1918, one can assune that: 
it saw very little use after the commissioner's renarks. 


1... .20 by 16 feet, with stone walls and board roof 4s nearly completed, 
and will afford store room for oats and a saddle room. 


= Sessional Papers of Canada, vol. 24, no. 15, 1891, p. 63, 


2... a stone store house is being put up. 


= R.C.N.P. Papers: RG-18, vol.85, file 872, Novenber 1890. 


3. A store house 20° x 16" for oats etc, saddle room, 





cis being con- 
structed - the floor is excavated 3 ft. and stone walls having gable ends, 
are built 3 ft. above ground - This will have @ board roof. 


= R.C.M.P. Papers: R&-18, vol. 1187, File 230, Novender 1890. 





4. The store house requires a new roof; it is a span roof upon a stone 
foundation, and measures, 16 feet by 22 feet. The boards comprising the 
present roof, can be ripped and will serve to cover the joints of the new 
boards, and it would strengthen the roof very mich to support each side of 
the span midway, by a piece of 4" x 6", to which boards could be screwed 
and kept in shape. 


= R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 74, File 73, July 1893. 





5. Stone store house-serviceable. 


= RLC.N.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 1286, file 17, June 1894. 





no 


6. There are a few small repairs required at all the Detachnents. The 
largest {is @ new roof on the Store house at Kriting on Stone. AIT repairs 
can be done by the men on Detachnents. 


~ R.C.N.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 208, file 213, 1901 


7. The root of the present Store house needs renewing, the Tunber at 
present on it can be utilized for repairing the coal shed. . .the cost of 
‘improvements required will be about $20.00. 


= R.CM.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 231, File 270, May 1902, 


8. Store house 1s underground and quite unfitted to its purpose, might 
do with a new roof, 

= R.C.M.P. Papers: R-1B, vol. 1497, File 78, July 1902. 
9. The carpenter will Teave this week to rake the necessary repatrs and a 
new cow shed and saddle room at Writing on Stone. 


= R.CM.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 250, file 177, Novenber 1903 


10. [Gable ends were log. The top of the tack room door was even with 
the first gable 10g. One had to crouch to enter the building.) 


= Interview with John and MiTlian O'Hara, 4 February 1976. 


11. Adams, et a1, Op. cit., pp. 25-26, 235-236. 


12. Werner, Op. cite, pp. 13-15, appendices 13 and 14. 











Roads (R2AI6 and R2AI7). 


1. A trail about four miles Tong has been cut from the mouth of the 
coulee to the tinber, and an intervening creek has been bridged, so that the 
logs can be "snaked" when horse-power fs available. This 1s an important 


outpost, being a few miles north of the Sweet Grass HilTs and the mining 





camp there, 


~ Sessional Papers of Canada, vol. 22, no. 13, 1889, p. 68. 


2. I have ordered stringers to be cut at Writing on Stone and. . .to the 
riddle coulee between the 15 mile Lake and the 9 mile Butte where there 

1s a mud hole which requires to be bridged. After this rain, water wiT1 not 
be so scarce along the road, but the mud holes wilT be worse 


= R.CM.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 30, file 130, July 1889, 


3. Abheavy peice of grading has been done out of the river botton to the 
table land about 200 yards long - 100 yards of which was rock work. 


= Sessional Papers of Canada, vol. 24, no. 15, 1891, p. 53. 


4. Rroad fron the river to the table Tand has been graded out of a 
coulee, about 100 yards of this was nearly alT rock work, and thé rock 
excavated was used to build up the side of the road about 3 ft high. 


= R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 39, file 137, Novenber 1890: 


5. There are a few places along the trail where the road wants repairing 
fete, and in one or two places a road will have to be made to facilitate the 
hauling of hay. 


= R.C.N.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 63, file 247, July 1892 


6. A great deal of labor has also been expended upon making a road through 
the rocks, so as to enable a team to drive to the Detachment from Coutts 
without crossing the river in the spring, 


= RCNP. Papers: 





RG-18, vol. 104, File 131, Septenber 1895. 


vat 


1 4 very Fine road has been cut and graded through the rocks to 
obviate the necessity of teams crossing the river te and from Coutts in the 
spring. 


~ Sessional Papers 0 





if Canada, vol. 29, no. 11, 1896, p. 98. 





8. A road has been blasted by Corporal Dickson through the rocks up this 
coulee, so that when Milk River is too high to ford, parties can travel from 
Coutts to Writing on Stone, without having to cross MiTk River at all. 


= R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 129, file 64, June 1897, 


9. Adams, et al., Op. cit., p. 27. 















hay Corral (R2A18) 


1. Arhay corral 55 ft. by 40 ft. has been constructed, and about 20 tons 
of hay put up. 
= Sessional Papers of Canada, vol. 23, n0. 10, 1890, pp. 44-48. 


2, The Hay-Corrals at all the Detachnents are old. . .new ones will require 
to be built at Wefting-on-Stone and at Milk River Ridge. Estimates as to 
the cost have been sent in. 

= RCNP. Papers: RG-18, vol. 208, file 273, 1907 


3. New hay corrals have been built at MiTk R. Ridge and Writing on Stone. 


1a, vol. 36, no. 12, 1902, p. 101 





= Sess 





a) Papers of Can 





cit, pp. 275 229-230. 





Adams, et aly Op 
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Corrats (R2AI9, R2A20, and R2A21): 


Corral 1 (R2A19) 
1... .36x 24 feet, four rails high, with a shelter at one end. 
~ Sessional Papers of Canada, vol. 24, no. 15, 1891, p. 53 


2. A stout corral 36 ft by 24 ft, = last year's corral vas burnt for 
fire wood in the winter, = the supply of coal gave out and the winter was 
unexpectedly severe. 


= R.C.N.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 39, file 137, Novenber 1890. 


3. Acorral has been built this year. . 


Papers: 86-18, vol. 45, fle 872, Novenber 1890. 





= RCMP 


4. [have the honour to report that @ large bunch of cattle driven by the 
storm into the Mi1k River bottom, walked clean through our fence on the Mest 
side. Sergt Gillespie who was at Writing on Stone, states that the cattle 
were driven against the fence and those in the rear forced the leaders through, 
‘though they were harély cut by the wire. They surrounded the coal shed and 
stable and Const. Dickson was obliged to get on the top of the coal shed to 
save his life. They were crazed for the want of food, and the Detachnent, 

dog, in his endeavors to drive them off, was kiTled and trampled on by the rob. 
‘The new fence put up this fall, which is not yet completed, was not touched 
but 1t will be necessary in the spring to have a fence across the west side. 


= R.CM.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 330, file 104, January 1907. 


5. [have the honour to report that on Saturday the 6th inst. the river 
suddenly rose about 12 feet between 12 noon and 2 p.m. 

The blacksmith shop was swept away, the roof caught fn some tall trees 
and renains, but the remainder is gone. The stable, oat house and hay shed 
were flooded. ATT the oats (300 Ibs) and most of the hay was soaked. 

The Oetachnent buildings were flooded, but owing to our having piled the 
‘things up so high there was Tittle danage done to property. The wall of the 
‘oat house caved in. The Detachnent pasture fence was carried avay for 200 
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yards on the west side and 130 yards on the east side, the water closet was 
also swept away. After moving and piling up the police property and driving 
‘the horses up Police Coulee, Const. O'Connor and Spl. Const. Parker left the 
Detachment for John Bohn's place on Rocky Coulee. 

T returned to the Detachment at 9 P.M. and found that the water had 
risen two or three feet. I came to the Detachment again about 7 A.M. on 
the morning of the 7th inst. and found the water had fell four feet. I 
could enter the Detachnent and stables, I then patrolled to Coutts to report. 
(On the 8th inst. I returned to the Detachment with Sergt. Oliver and Const. 
Green when we found that the water had gone down from about the buildings, 


= RCMP. Papers: RG-I8, vol. 369, file 371, dune 1908. 
6. Adams, et al., Op. cit., p. 27 


Corral 2 (R2A20): 


1. The butTdings at Netting on Stone were progressing too slowly and T 
took steps to expedite matters a Tittle. The site is excellent being in 
the river bottom and at the mouth of a large coulee where the feed is excel- 
Tent and where @ few hundred Feet of fencing will corral the horses effect- 
ively. The Coulee abounds with fruit. . .red, white and black currants etc 
and is... . There is not mich tinber Teft now that we have our house and 
stable and corrals and fences, besides supplying posts and reils for NiTk 
River Ridge and coal will be. . .for the winter use of the detachment. 


= R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 30, file 130, Septenber 1889 


2. A fence at the mouth and another fence across the coulee [Police Coulee} 
about a mile up make an excellent corral for horses, where the shelter and 
feed are all that can be desired 


= Sessional Papers of Canada, vol. 23, no. 10, 1890, pp. 44-45. 





3. About 300 yards of barbed wire 1s much required to fence the mouth of 


coulee as a pasture. 


= R.CMAP, Papers: RG-18, vol. 1286, file 17, June 1894. 
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4. A good substantial fence has been built across the mouth of the coulee, 
forming a perfectly secure pasture into which to turn horses though feed 1s 


= RCHLP. Papers: RG-18, vol. 129, file 64, June 1897. 
5. Adams, et al., Op. cit., p. 28. 
Corral 3 (ReA21): 


1. Adans, et al., Op. cits, p. 28. 











Fences: 


1... .Corpl. Rock, . .would Tike to fence in the distance between 
Ashes and Sicklers about 1400 yards which require about 265 posts and wire. 
[see Figure 11] 


= R.CM.P. Papers: RE-18, vol. 1534, File 19, October 1904. 


2. Way 18: In Corporal Brewer's weekly diary of week ending 12-5-06, he 
reports that new posts are required for fence around Writing-on-Stone 
Detachuent, owing to the present posts being in a rotten condition, and says 
it will require about 80 posts to replace then. 

July 19: I have the honor to report that it wilT take one hundred and 
‘twenty posts to complete and repair fence at Writing-on-Stone. 

uly 24: Mr. B. £. Stckler. . .says that about four years ago he put 
a fence between his Tease [east of detachnent] and police detactment and Mr. 
Ashe also put up the fence on the Nest side, the only part of the fence 
belonging to the Police is in Police Coulee and North across the tratl going 
by Foly's Butte, this fence was satisfactory at the time it was put up and 
Nr. Sickler asks that we put {t in repafr: 

August 25: I have the honor to state that Mr. B. E. Sickler called 
here yesterday regarding fence he says the present fence which he put in 
as found by him, he is willing te put up the Police East fence moving it 
farther East than it {5 at present it will be very nearly on our Tine but 
owing to the nature of the Tand it would be impossible to put it on lines 
with safety the fence will be the property of the Police. Mr. Sickler 
would be pleased to hear as soon as possible regarding the fence 








Septesber 16: 175 Post at 13 cts each $22.75 
8 spools wire at $3.75 per 100 Ibs 30.00 
Staples 1.00 
Building fence, 175 posts at 8 cts each 18.00 
Hauling posts from Coutts at 6 cts each 10.50 


Total Cost 78.25 
October 24: You may accept Sickler's offer to repair the fence at 
rit ing on Stone, the total cost not to exceed $78.25. 


vz 
January 4, 1907:. . .you are authorized to incur the extra expendi ture 
{in this connection, for 300 Ibs., wire ($11.25, Total cost: 89.50] 


= R.C.M.P. Papers: RE-18, vol. 1569, File 35, May-October 1906. 
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Wert (R2Az2) 


1. The Tog house at Writing on Stone fs finished and the men are working 
at the stable. The hay crop is lighter than was expected and Insp Bradley 
reports that the Hilk River below lriting on Stone has ceased to run. The 
nen would have had to dig wells anyway for the winter and this they are now 
doing. 


= RLC.N.P. Papers: RO-T8, vol. 30, file 130, August 1889. 


2, [Walls of the well were square and painted 2 brick red (sane colour as 
front and back porches).J 


= Interview with John and WiTIfam O'Hara, 21 August 1975 


3. Adans, et al., Op. cit, p. 29. 
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Garbage Dump (R2K23) 


1. Adans, et al, Op. cft., p. 29. 





Sandstone Trough (R2A24): 


Adans, et al., Op. cite. p. 30. 
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Features to the south of the barrack building (R2A25): 
Stone-Lined Sidewalk: 


1. Adams, et al, Op, cit. pp. 237, 239-241, 306 





2, [It was a stone-1ined walkway running from the barrack building to 


the stable. Approximately half of the walkway (from the barrack building 
feast) was boarded over with Tunber. 


= Interview with John and Willian O'Hara, 4 February 1976. 
Cartridge Shel? design 

1, Adans, et at, Op. cite, pp. 237, 240-241, 306-307 

Stone-Lined Garden and Stone Letters: 

1, Adams, et al, Op. cits pp. 237-238, 240-241, 308 

2, [There was a design in small rocks {n front of the barrack building 


Tt is not certain whether the lettering was legible from the north or from 
the south. 


= Interview with John and WiTliam O'Hara, 21 August 1975 


itching Post: 


1, Adams, et al-, Op. cit-, pp. 238, 240-247 


2. [The hitching post was located in front of the barrack building, and 
ran in an east-west direction. An iron rod connected the two wooden posts 





ty cartridge shells (.38 or 45 calibre) were driven into the top of both 
posts.) 


= Interview with John and WiTlian O'Hara, 27 August 1975. 
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Flagstaff: 


1. A flag staff has been erected and a flag supplied 


= RLC.N.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 1497, file 7B, duly 1902. 


2, P. dloreitie, Won Stone have one each only about 20ft high. They are 
old and may cone down at anytine 

uly 26, 1908: . . .T can get flag posts 45 to 50 feet Tong fron 8 
to 10" at butt end 

= R.CM.P. Papers: RG-I8, vol. 1536, File 35, July 1904. 





3. [The flagstaff was located directly in front of the southwest corner 
of the barrack butTding. The base of the pole was surrounded by sma¥l rocks.] 


Interview with John and MiTTian O'Hara, 21 August 1975 


4. Adams, et al, Op. cit, p. 30 
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Trenches (RZA2B and R2A29): 


1. Adams, et al, Op. cit., p. 31 








Rifle Range: 





1. Tam having the Rifle Range put in shape, so that the annual practice 
can be done by the detachsent men. 


= R.CLM.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 231, file 270, May 1902. 


2, Those on detachsent did their practice at Nriting on Stone, which with 
very little fmprovenent will make a good range up to 500 yards 





~ Sessional_ Papers of Canada, vol. 37, no. 12, 1903, p. 84, 


3. Anew rifle range up to 700 yards was made at Writing on Stone 


= R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 270, file 227, dily 1908 


Hay Shed: 


1. have the honour to report that on Saturday the 6th inst. the river 
suddenly rose about 12 feet between 12 noon and 2 p.a. 

The blacksmith shop was swept away, the roof caught in sone tal1 trees 
and remains, but the remainder 1s gone. The stable, oat house and hay shed 
were flooded. AII the oats (300 Tbs) and most of the hay was soaked 

The Detachment buildings were flooded, but owing to our having piled 
the things up so high there was Tittle damage done to property. The wall of 
the oat house caved in. The Detachment pasture fence was carried away for 200 
yards on the west side and 130 yards on the east side, the water closet was 
also swept away. After moving and piling up the police property and driving the 
horses up Police Coulee, Const. O'Connor and Spl. Const. Parker left the 
Detachment for dohn Bohn's place on Rocky Coulee. 

T returned to the Detachnent at 9 P.M. and found that the water had risen 
‘two or three feet. I cane to the Detachment again about 7 A.M. on the morning 
of the 7th inst. and found the water had fell four feet. I could enter the 
Detachnent and stables, I then patrolled to Coutts to report. On the 8th inst. 
I returned to the Oetachnent with Sergt. Oliver and Const. Green when we 
found that the water had gone down from about. the buildings: 





= RCNP. Papers: RG-18, vol. 359, file 371, June 1908. 


Transport 1 Boat serviceable 


quarters Govt property. Have now been painted inside which 





greatly improves the appearance. 
Stables Clean, well ventilated and sanitory. 
Other BulTéings Hay Shed - this old stone-valled building has flooded 
recently during a heavy storm, the walls collapsed. 
A smal? anount of lunber is necessary to put it in repair 
and I instructed S/Sergt. Munday to have this done. 





= R.CM.P. Papers: RG-I8, vol. 1847, file 3, July 1916 











Garden: 


1. A good des? of garden and other work has been done here - garden neatly 
fenced and wattled. 


= R.G.M.P. Papers: RG-I8, vol. 1286, file 17, June 1894, 


2. They have a finely serigated garden and means for irrigating quite a 
Targe part of the river bottom with the help of some manual labour 


= R.GM.P, Papers: RG-18, vol. 114, file 24, June 1896 


3. The garden was not doing very wells no water to irrigate has been avail~ 
able for sone tine, as the water in the creek had all been diverted from its 
course South of the Line by sone Aaerican ranchers to irrigate their hay 


rreadows. 


= R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 129, file 64, June 1897. 





4. The garden was unfortunately Flooded and ruined: 


= R.C.N.P. Papers: R6-18, vol. 1497, Fle 78, July 1902. 


Adams, et al., Op. cit., p 31 
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Police Rock and Associated Features: 


1. Adams, et al-, Op. cites ps 30. 
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Physical Envivorment of the Mriting on Stone N.W.t.P. Outpost: 


1. During the last week in March, I was directed by Superintendent Neale 
to go out and select points for the detachments along the boundary line, 

land started on the 28th March. I went south, across Kipp's Coulee, to the 
Wilk River Ridge, and from there, via Writing Stone to Pen d'0reil1e Coulee, 
both places 1 found sultable for detachments, as they are situated in places 
where the river may be forded easily when the water is very high, and the 
banks being accessible are much used by travellers and Taw-breakers in crossing 
the boundary. Between these two points there are sixteen very high and steep 
banks or soft spots, which make a crossing very difficult 


= Sessional Papers of Canada, vol. 21, no. 17, 1888, pp. 52-57 


2, The sides of the coulee are very precipitous and rocky. A fence at 
‘the mouth and another fence across the coulee about @ mile make an excellent 
corral for horses, where the shelter and feed are all that can be desired. 
‘The coulee abounds in wild currant bushes, the fruit of which is very fine. 
The Togs used in the buildings and etc, were cut about four miles up the coulee 
by three or four of ur avn nen, who have been chopping and building ever since 
June. fauling the Togs down the coulee was rough work and occupied a good 
deal of tine. The road in the river bottom approaching the camp has been in- 
proved for about three miles, and made practicable for heavy teams. The ford 
has been graded and made good. A blacksmith's shop has just been completed 
and the assistant farrier will remain al? the winter, so will the veterinary 
surgeon 

In all respects this 1s a well situated post, entirely out of sight fron 
the other side, close to the Sweet Grass Hills and in the Tine of travel there- 








from. 
= Sessional Papers of Canada, vol. 23, no. 10, 1890, pp. 44-46. 
3. The bufldings at Writing on Stone were progressing too slowly and I 


took steps to expedite matters a little. The site is excellent being in 
the river bottom and at the mouth of @ large coulee where the feed is excel- 
Tent and where a few hundred feet of fencing wil1 corral the horses effectively. 
The Coulee abounds with fruit. . .red, white and black currants etc and fs, 
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There 1s not much tinber left now that we have our house and stable and 
corrals and fences, besides supplying posts and ratls for MiTK River Ridge 
and coal will. . .for the winter use of the detachment. 


= R.CM.P. Papers: R6-18, vol. 30, file 130, Septenber 1889 


4. T have the honour, in accordance with my instructions, to submit the 
following Report on the Survey of township 1 range 13 west of the 4th Meridian. 

The best route for reaching this Township is by way of Coutts, a station 
fon the International boundary on the Alberta RatTvay and Coal Company raiTway 
and from thence 2 good trail leads directly through the township. 

The soil varies from clay to sand and gravel but 1s chiefly 3 to & 
‘inches of loam with a clay subsoil. It produces a fair crop of grass and 
with irrigation would doubtless yield abundantly but under the present: 
conditions it is adapted only for cattle raising. 

Séveral settlers whom T met and whose crops I saw were not enthusiastic, 
about the farming possibitities. 

‘The surface is rolling prairie cut by several deep coulees, running 
from Sweet Grass HiTs to NiTk river: 

In some of these we found poplar and willow bush and few Targe Cotton~ 
wood trees. 

The quantity of tinber 4s not sufficient to make it of any economic 
value, except to the settler. 

There are no haylands in this township. The principle supply of water 
4s from the Milk River flowing across the north-easterly corner of the 
township. The supply is apparently sufficient for the present denands but 
1 yas credibly informed that in very dry seasons it ceases to run entirely. 

The valley is Mable to be Flooded during the spring freshets 

The river would average about 3 chains in width and fron 3 inches to 
3 feet in depth and the current fron 2 to 3 miles per hour depending upon 
the season 

Several good springs were found along the coulees and are used by the 
cattle as watering places. There are no available waterpowers in this town- 
ship. 

The climate 1s dry and warm during the sumer ronths, but is subject 
to summer frosts. 

The nights are always cool, and frequent violent winds sweep over the 
entire country. 
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The princfple fuel 1s coal, and indications were observed on the north 
boundaries of sections 24 and 23 where these lines cut the coulees 

Shale and what appeared to be weathered coal was observed in several 
places along these coulees 

There is a most bountiful supply of stone in this township and easily 
accessible at any place along the MiTk River, or on Police or Rocky Coulees. 
The supply fs practically unlimited and fs used by settlers for foundations 
fete, and appears to be a very good building material. No minerals of economic 
value were observed although a prospector shoved me what he called petroleum, 
but declined to point out the position of his locations: 

Chicken, a few ducks, and rabbits coyotes and kit foxes were all the 
varieties of gane seen in this township. 

There are some seven settlers but all devote themselves to cattle or 
horses and no farming of any account is attempted 


A. He Hawkins, Field totes, 
Fa 10039. 


1906. Surveys Branch, Department of Highways, 
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Figure 8: Location of site features. Site Designation R2A. 
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Figure 9: Field survey of 











1902 by E. J. Rainboth. 


























Field survey of 1902 by £. J. Rainboth. 





Figure 10: 














5: 
= 


Figure 1: 














145 











Figure 12: Hunter and hounds. uniting 
nthe 18908. "(Gienbow, MA 2257-3) 





Figure 12: 











Figure 14: Antelope hunters near lriting-on-Stone, 1 


(Blenbow, NA 2257-4), 












Figure 15: Distant view of Heiting-on-Stone, looking 


southeast, 1916. (National Museum, 34738) 





Figure 16: Looking south to site of former 
Mounted Police outpost, 1928. 
(Glenbow, MD 8-697) 





Figure 17: View of water gauge station, 1910 
(ater Survey of Canada 2037) 





Figure 18: Gauge and bench mark, 
hiritingwon-Stone, 1915, 
(ater ‘Survey of ‘Cana 
7775) 


Figure 19: General view of gauge 
Station, lriting-on- 
Stone, 1915. (Water 
Survey of Canada 7776) 








Figure 20: Mounted police at Writing-on-Stone, 1912. 
(Blenbow, NC 2-597) 








Figure 21: The road to Coutts, 1910. 
(Water Survey of Canada 2668) 








Figure 22: Police post and survey camp, tiriting-on- 
Stone, 1909. (Water Survey of Canada 
ise) 













Figure 23: Milk River at triting-on-Stone, 1915. 
(ater Survey of Canada 8025) 


Figure 24: 








View east from water gauge, 
Mri ting-on-Stone, 1903, 
(Water Survey of ‘Canada 1475) 


View of the outpost looking 
southeast, 1897. 
(Glenbow, NA 983-20) 
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Figure 26: Blacksmith shop, barracks and stable, southwest 
elevation, 1897. (Glenbow, NA 436-85 





Figure 27: Porch on the barrack building, 1897 
(Glenbow, WA 943-19) 


Figure 28: 
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The men of riting-on-Stone, 1897 
‘The man in the centre 1s a special 
constable hired to Keep A 
cattle south of the border. 
(Glenbow, NA 943-21) 











Figure 29: 


Barrack building, 1907-1909 
(ROWP Headquarters, 3226-11) 














Figure 20: rit 


Canada. 2671 





tone, 1910. (Water Survey of 








Figure 31: Unidentified poticenan in front 
cirea, 1912. "(Glenbow, WA 1 


1 the barracks, 


) 
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Gauging the MiTk River at liriting-on-Stone, 1913. 
(ater Survey of Canada 5944) 














Figure 36: A. P. it 


ined 13 








Figure 35: Members of the liriting-on-Stone detachment, 
1915. Left to right: sgt. J. Jarman, 
&. Lipton, *Mack", Cpl. Ted Langley, 

mst, L. J. Taylor. 











Figure 36: 








Figure 37: Writing-on-Stone, 1916. 











Figure 38: riting-on-Stone, 1918 (ROMP Headquarters, 
3622-1) 








Figure 39: South elevation of the stable, 1 
(ReuP, RG-18 vol. 2522 X) 
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Figure 40: Reconstructed barrack building, Writing 
oneStone, 1975. (John Ericks 
Lethoride, Alberta) 












tack room, viriting- 


Figure 41: Reconstruc 
‘ckson, Lethbridge, 


on-stone,, 19 
Riberta) 





PART IIL 


The Food, Dress and 





‘terior Furnishings 
of Vriting-on-Stone MMP Post 
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There were @ few records which list the anount and kinds of food sent to 
Writing-on-Stone. From 1887 to 1914, subsistence reports appear only for 
the Division Headquarters, in this case Lethbridge, and one has to assume 
that the fare at the border outposts was similar. Fron 1914 to 1918, the 
Auditor General's reports are sTightly more specific. The listings which 
appear for the liriting-on-Stone detachnent, however, catalogue only *prov= 
sions", "lodgings and horse feed* and the Tike, and do not make mention of 
‘individual items. Since the interpretative programme for the outpost con- 
centrates on the years 1897-1900, the subsistence reports for "k* Divisfon, 
Lethbridge, for those years will be reproduced in thetr entirety (minus 
weights and prices). Archaeological findings will also be cited, as well 
a5 2 compendium of all food purchased by the Lethbridge Division. 

ATthoush it ts impossible to state precisely what was eaten at the weiting- 
on-Stone detachnent, one can surmise that the fare was adequate, albeit sone- 
what drab. Products such as bacon, beef, potatoes, and rice appear to have 
been in abundant supply, while luxury itens Tike marmalade, biscuits, or 
canned tomatoes were more or Tess a rarity, Archaeological evidence (Adans, 
M.P. Post, p. 68) 





et al., Archaeological In 





gations: Writing-on-Ston 





suggests that beef ray have been sent to the outpost on the hoof and butchered 
there when required. Sone Anerican ranchers occasionally donated an animal to 


the detachment in appreciation of services rendered, however, and this could 
also account for the butchered renains. Police records do not state that live 
animals were ever sent to the border outposts. On occasion, the beef ration 





was supplenented by deer, antelope, and possible chicken or gane birds (ef. 
Adams, et al., loc. cit.); the faunal remains of the two former species are 
cited as proof of their culinary use at the outpost, and the fact that a hen 
house was built some time around 1895 would seen to suggest that chickens too 
were a part of the regular fare. A pig Jaw and the butchered renains of bison 
were also discovered during the 1975 archaeological investigation of the outpost 
(Adaws, et al, Op. cite, pp. 249-250) 

The dearth of these remains, however, suggest that they appeared infrequently 
fon the dinner plates of the men stationed at lriting-on-Stone. 

Liquid refreshment consisted alnost entirely of coffee, tea and beer. From 
1888 to 1905 (the years for which provisions were listed according to division) 
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coffee always appeared on the purchase lists, while tea appeared 
Fifty 
during the recent archaeological investigations suggests that beer too was 


Teast 
six per cent of the time. The nunber of bottle fragnents recovered 








an extrenely popular beverage at the outpost. This particular refreshment 
was usually of the Anerican variety, close to fifty per cent coming from 
‘the Montana Brewing Company in Great Falls, Hontana (Adams, et al., Op 
cit, p. 297). 


165 


comoorr 


Bee’ 
Corfe 
epper: 
tatoes 
Rice 

Salt {table} 
| Soap-teomon} 
Sugar 


er 
Baking powder 


athe 
Rolled oats — 
Corn — 


a 
Tomatoes 
Salt. (coarse 
Salt. {rod 
Prunes. 

‘Jat 

Pot bar 
Barley 

arden 30205 
Bran 

| Beer 


fobacto_(chewini 
Tobacco (snokint 





Food Purchased by “K" Diviston, Lethbridge. 
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Subsistence Report for °K" Division, Lethbridge, 1897. 


iberta Railway and Coal Company 
eter 


A. Macdonald 
Flour 
Potatoes 


|. Macdonald and Company: 
Flour 


Conrad Brothers: 


H. Bentley 
Apples coffee salt 
Bacon Flour Soap 
Baking Powder Pepper Sugar 
Butter Rice 


He S. Allen and Company: 
Butter 


Hudson's Bay Company 
acon Potat 





Sugar 
Baking Powder Rice 
coffee Soap 


5. R. Brady: 
Baking Powder 


Strang and Company: 
Tea 


W. Waters! 
utter 


= Sessional Papers of Canada, Auditor General's Reports. 
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Subsistence Report for "K" Division, Lethbridge, 1896. 


Alberta Railway and Coal Company: 
Water 


A, Macdonald 
Potatoes 


|A. Macdonald and Company: 
Flour 


Conrad Brothers: 


Beer 
H. Bentley: 
Butter Apples Rice 
Biscuits coffee Pepper 
Bacon Baking Powter Soap 
Sugar 


H. S. Allen and Company: 
Butter 


Hudson's Bay Company: 


Potatoes Rice Coarse Salt 
Bacon Apples Table Salt. 
Flour Castile Soap Baking Powder 
Sugar soap Pepper 
coffee canned Corn Beef 

5. R. Brady: 


Baking Flour 


= Sessional Papers of Canada, Auditor General 's Reports. 
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Subsistence Report for 





Division, Lethbridge, 1899 


Alberta Railway and Coal Company: 
Mater 


A. Macdonald: 
Potatoes 


Conrad Brothers: 


Beef 
H. Bentley: 
Apples Flour 
Bacon Rice 
Baking Powder Soap 
coffee sugar 


Hudson's Bay Company 





Apples our 
Bacon Pepper 
Beking Powder Rice 
coffee Coarse Salt 
soap Table salt 
sugar 

5. R. Brady: 


Baking Flour 


= Sessional Papers of Canada, Auditor General's Reports 
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i" Division, Lethbridge, 1900. 





Subsistence Report for 


Alberta RatTway and Coal Company: 
Water 


A. Macdonala: 
Potatoes 


Conrad Brothers: 


Boot 
H. Bentley: 
Apples salt Flour 
Bacon soap Rice 
Baking Powder Butter sugar 
Pepper Coffee 


Hudson's Bay Company 
Flour 


3. Brodie: 
Cutting and Storing Tce 


3. Hl, Wallace: 
Beer 
S. Re Brady: 


Baking Sread 
Auditor General's Reports 








= Sessional Papers of Canada 
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Supplying Firms and Individuals for "k" Division, Lethbridge (Food). 


Alberta Rat way and Coal Company (Lethbridge). 


Allen, H. S.s and Company (Cardston). 





Baker and Skelding (Hacleod) « 
Baker, I. 6. (Lethbridge). 
Bate, H. N. and Sons (Ottawa) 
Bentley, H. (Lethbridge). 
Brady, S. 8. (Lethbridge) 
Brodie, J. (Lethbridge). 
Burns, P. and Company (Lethbridge). 

Calgary MI11ing Company (Calgary) 

Conrad Brothers (Lethbridge) . 

Conrad, W. 6. (Lethbridge). 

Cotteri11, c. (Lethbridge). 

Gratkins, R. (Lethbridge). 

Hall, Pte. (Milk River). 

Hudson's Bay Company (Lethbridge and Winnipeg) 

Hull Brothers and Company (Calgary) 

Kean, J. W. (Lethbridge) 

Lethoridge Cartage Company (Lethbridge) 

Lethbridge, Town of. 

Macdonald, A. (Lethbridge). 

Nacdonald, &. and Conpany (Winnipeg). 

Macdonald, A. and W. (Lethbridge). 

NeGovern, 8. (Lethbridge) 

Nicoll, J. (Lethbridge) 

North West Jobbing and Commission Company (Lethbridge) 
Piche and Miron (Lethbridge). 

Piche, J. B. (Lethbridge). 

Piltings, R. and Sons (Lethbridge) 

Raymond Mil1ing and Elevator Company (Raymond) 

Reed and Medcraf (Lethbridge). 

Sherlock, Freenan and Company (Lethbridge). 

Smith and Brigham (Yacleod and Noosomin). 

Strang and Company (Winnipeg) - 


Tickler, L. (Coutts). 
Tufft, J. H. (Lethbridge). 

Vernon, 6. (Lethbridge). 
Wallace, J. H. (Lethbridge). 
Waters, W. (Nik River, Lethbridge) 
Witney, D. J. (Lethbridge) 
WiTIfans, Re He and Son (Regina). 








+8 tuditor General's Reports. 
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Royal Worth West Mounted Police, Rules and Regulations (1909) 


Rations. 


736. The following is the daily scale of rations: 














Article Los. oz. 
Beef. 1 8 
Bacon or Corned beef... 1 

our or biscuit. 1 4 
Bread. 1 8 
butter. Faanviaseh 2 
Apples or other dried fruit... 2 





dam oF syrup. 
















Potatoes: 1 
Beans ses seseseesesees 

Evaporated vegetables. 

Canned vegetables (tomatoes, corn or peas). 2 
Catena Sigstcerteectsatentor diet ividersineeesteoarte we 
Tea v2 
Pepper eeeeeseeseeneee 1/36 
Rice or barley...e.sese+e 1 
Sugar 4 
Oatmeal 2 
salt. v2 














we 


737. Lime juice and vinegar to be issued when and in such quantities 
as may be recommended by the Surgeon. 

738. Snai1 detachments on patrol or outpost duty my, in the discretion 
of the Commissioner, be allowed an extra issue, not exceeding 25 per cent 
of the regular ration, 

739. Commissioned Officers and such married N.C. Officers as are spectally 
authorized by the Minister, may draw tyo rations. 

740. At all posts where fresh beef is obtainable, bacon must not be 

‘issued more than two days a week; if flour or bread 1s obtainable, bis- 
cuits must not be issued more than two days a week; and when potatoes are 
obtainable, beans or dried apples must not be issued more than two days 
per week. 


741. Officers Conmanding must recomend where the extra quarter ration 
1° doing so. 





{is necessary for detactments, and give reasons 
742, The rations for men on night guard will be, one half ration per man 
jn bread, butter, coffee, and sugar. 

743. Cases of canned tonatoes containing 24 cans of No. 3's will be taken 
fon charge at the net weight of 51 pounds, and each can issued at 2 1/8 
pounds, and corn and peas at 33 pounds per case, and issued at 1 3/8 pounds 


per can 





Fuel and Light Supplied to "K" Division, Lethbridge, 1885~ 


Commodity: 


candles 
Coal (Comion, blacksmith, bloss, blossburg) 
Coal oft 

Matches 

Electricity 

Supplying Individuals and Firms: 

Alberta Railway and Coal Company (Lethbridge) 
Baker, I. G. (Lethbridge) 


Bentley, H. (Lethbridge) 
Honk, G. (St. Mary's and Lethbridge) 





ay 

Hudson's Bay Company (Lethbridge) 

Kirkham and Sterart Company (Lethbridge) 

unzli, W. (Pendant d'0rei11e) 

Lethbridge Water Works and Electric Light Company (Lethbridge Electric 
Company) 

Mecaugherty and Whitney (Lethbridge) 

Stewart, 0. (Lethbridge) 


= Sessional Papers of Canada, Auditor General's Reports. 


Royal Korth West Hounted Police, Rules and Regulations (1909) 


Forage. 
753. The issue of forage consists of the fol owing 


(a) fay only, per horse, per diem, 30 Tbs 
(b) Hay with straw, per horse, per dfem, 20 Tbs. 

(c) Straw, per horse, per diem, 10 Tbs. 

(a) Oats, transport horses, not to exceed, dafly. 15 Tbs: 

(e) dats, saddte horses, not to exceed, daily 12 Tbs. 

(F) bran, as ordered. 

(g) Rock salt, as ordered. 

750, The oat ration 1s to be regulated according to the anount of work and 
condition of each individual aninal 

755. Only actual forage required for horses in sick stable shalT be drawn 
and issued. 

756. Baled hay must be stored under cover. If no storage room is available, 
beled hay must be protected with tarpaulins and kept off the ground. 


757. Loose hay mist be carefully stacked, in accordance with the following 
regulations: 

(a) When the quantity of hay is to be estimated by messurenent, stacks are 
not to be taken over from contractors until after thirty days have elapsed, 
to allow them to settle, when they will be measured by, or in the presence 
of a Board of Officers whose Finding ust quote the measurement, in detail, 











wm 


upon which they arrived at the total quantities certified to have been de- 
livered by the contractors. 

(b) At places where there is only one officer stationed, measurenents may 
be made, in his presence by a N.C. Officer and Senior Constable, whose 
certificate of measurement must be concurred in by him. 

(c) Stacks after standing for thirty days, must not be Tess than sixteen 
feet wide, ten feet to caves, and 





hteen feet to apex. On these measure- 
ments, 512 cuble feet will be allowed to represent @ ton of hay. 

(d) If stacks are of lesser dimensions, 600 cubic feet will be alloed to 
represent a ton of hay. 

758. When hay is purchased by weight, the contractors must, in all cases, 
build the stacks of such dimensions and in such manner as may be required 

by the Officer Comanding the post. 

759. The tops of hay stacks are to be replaced, if disturbed by wind 

storms or otherwise. 

760. One quart of salt is to be used to each ton of hay in stacking. 

761. Hay in stack is to be invariably renoved by sections cut with a hay 
knife. 

762. Oats in storage should be frequently examined, and if any signs of 
heating are apparent, they should be turned over, or otherwise treated 

as necessary. 

763. At district headquarters, a Board of Officers wilT be convened to 
supervise the delivery of all forage. Forms 120 and 121 to be used 

764. The Q.M. Sergeant will be responsible for the weights as recorded in 

tthe weights book, and the Veterinary N.C. Officer will be responsible that 

the quality is in accordance with the contract, and for the proper construction 
of stacks. i 


Forage purchased by "K" Division, Lethbridge, 1888-1905 


Bran, Flax, Hay, and Oats 


~ Sessional Papers of Canada, Auditor General's Reports. 





THE WELL-DRESSED POLICEMAN 


Photographs of the men statfoned at Writing-on-Stone and the N.W.M.P. 
(and R.N.N.M.P.) rules and regulations for 1889, 1890, and 1909 are our 
best source of information regarding uniforns. The rules and regulations 
for 1909 are the most complete, providing a comprehensive listing and 
explanation of all apparel worn by the officers, N.C.0.s and constables. 
Unfortunately, the regulations for 1889 merely Tist the garments, while 
those for 1890 provide an explanation for only the officer's uniforms 


See also: Adams, et al., Archaeological Investigations: writing 
oneStdne MACAO POSES ope BOOT, SZATOT. 
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North West Mounted Police, Rules and Regulations (1889). 


Clothing, ete. 





1. Every menber of the force, below the rank of a commissioned officer, 


is provided, at the expense of the Government, with certain articles men- 


tioned below, constituting his kit. Each menber is required to keep his 


necessaries complete and in good order at his own expense. 


Articles to be issued on joining, and to be kept in serviceable condition 


at the Constable's expense during a term of five years' service. 


Article 


Rugivavetreesteee 
Blankets, 10 Tbs..... 
Waterproof sheet..... 








Cloth overcoat, 





Fur capesse ae 
Gauntlets, buckskin (pr.) 
Spurs (pr). z 
it bag. : 
Haversack. 





Hotaat1... 





knife. 
Fork... 
SPOOM. os seeseee 
Razor and case. 








Comb. 





Shaving brush... 
Blacking brush 
Polishing brush... 
Cloth brush.....+.e 
Button brush 
Button brass, 
Sponge. 

Burnisher. 

cup. 














%. 
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Saucers seeeseee 
Plate. 
Palliasse.... 
Pillow case 
Sheets (pr.).-+ 
Tuque, Woo!Ten...-+++ 





Braces (pr.) 
Towels. - 
Blanket straps (pr.) 





Note: Cloth overcoat to be returned into store at expiration of tera of 
service, oF when unfit to be Tonger worn 


Articles to be istued annually, to be kept in serviceable condition, at 
the Constable's expense: 


articles No 


Drawers, weoNlen (prs.)-.. 
Undershirts, woot Ten 
vershirts, flannel... 

Wits, buckskin, Tined (pr) 





Forage cap. 





Tunic, serge 
Breeches, cloth (prs.)..++.+ 
Socks, wootTen (prs.).++-+++ 





Stockings, woollen (prs-)- 





Note: Forage cap and serge tunic to be returned into store at expiration 
of service, or when unfit to be Tonger worn. 


Articles to be issued periodically, to be kept in serviceable condition, 
at the Constable's expense: 


Articles under 


Helmets... 2, Ist and 3rd year. 
6 pairs, 2 pairs, 1st year, 
1 pair, 2nd year, 3rd year, 
4th year, and Sth year 





Moccasins. 






























7 pairs, 2 pairs Ist year, 
2 pairs 2nd year, 1 pair 

3rd, 4th and Sth years. 

2 pairs, 1 pair Ist year, 


Boots, Tong... 





Boots, short.....+ 





1 pair 2nd year. 


Tunics, cloth... 3, Ist, 2nd and 4th years. 





Note: Helmet and tunic to be returned into Store at expiration of term of 
service, or when unfit to be longer worn. 


2. Wen re-engaging for a second term of three, four or five years" service 
ray receive the sane issues, during the period of their second tem, as are 
authorized to be issued during the corresponding years of the first term 


3. In cases where non-commissioned officers and men are, by special 
authority allowed to re-engage for one year on the completion of their 
service, the following free issue of kit will be made: 


Tuques...++ 
Braces (pr.). 
Drawers, wool, (prs-) 
Undershirts. 








Overshirts 
wits, buck (pr. 
Forage cap. ae 
Breeches, cloth (prs.). 
Socks, woo! (prs-). 
Stockings, wool (prs.)- 
Moccasins (pr.)e+++ 
Boots, Tong (pr.) 
Tunic, cloth 








Tunic, serge 
sheets (pr.)se++ 
Blankets (pr.)... 





4. Non-conmissioned officers and men who are permitted to re-engage for a 
second term of one year's service will not be entitled to: 
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Blankets 
Sheets 
Tuque or 
Braces. 


5. Won-connfssioned officers or constables entitled to a new issue of 
clothing or kit may receive--one year from the date on which such issue 
became due--noney conpensation therefor at the rate of two-thirds the 
repayment value of each article, provided they are already in possession 
of similar articles, the condition of which is to be certified to by the 
officer commanding the division as being fit for wear. In the event of 
the clothing or kit of a non-commissioned officer or constable becoming 
incomplete from the unserviceable condition or defictency of any article 
for which compensation has been granted, officers comanding divisions 
ray order the replacenent of the same by purchase on repayment 


6. Commanding officers are strictly forbidden to introduce or sanction any 
deviation from the seated patterns of clothing and necessaries which are 
furnished for the guidance of the force, and will be liable for any expense 
which may be entailed by having to replace or to restore to the approved 
pattern any articles which may be found to be not in conformity therewith, 


7. ‘The waster tailor at headquarters will be provided with a size roll of 
the whole force, which will be kept complete, in the case of men serving at 
outposts, by the size rolls rendered by comanding officers with their 
requisitions for clothings and, in the case of men serving at and joining 
headquarters, by actual measurenent 


8, The clothing having been prepared at headquarters will be forwarded to 
the several posts at such tine and in such manner as may be directed by the 


Comsiss toner 


9. AIL requisitions for clothing and boots are to be aconpanied by size 
rolls, showing the various sizes required. 
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10. In the event of @ man's clothing or uniform being lost, danaged or 
destroyed in the execution of his duty, he should submit a statement 

of the circunstances, through his immediate superior, to the officer 
comanding his division or district, for further reference, if necessary, 
to the Commissioner. 


11. Im cases where an amount is awarded to a menber of the force by @ 
magistrate, as costs to reimburse hin for danages to his clothing, etc., 
and paynent thereof 4s made, no claim upon the Governoent will be enter= 
tained. 


12. AIT trafficking in articles of kit, equipment, arms, accoutrenents, 
etc., is strictly forbidden. 


13. Men are not allowed to lend, borrow, exchange, or buy any article of 
Government issue without peraission of their comanding officer. 


14, Any man being deficient of, or being in possession of, necessaries, 
etc., for which he cannot satisfactorily account, wilT not only render 
himself liable fer disobedience of orders, but will a1so subject hinself 
to the penalties Tafd down in the Police Act, viz., double the, value of 
each article, and a Fine of twenty-five dolars. 


15. Men pust resenber that the regulations on this subject are issued 
for their benefit, to save than fran possible Toss by accident or design, 
and that is to their interest to act upon the spirit of the instructions. 


16. AIT fssues of clothing, etc., should be made, whenever possible, in 
‘the presence of and be attested by an officer; and, as a rule, an hour on 
cone or more days in each week should be set apart for such issue, in order 
that the orderly or other officer, and the quartermaster's staff, may have 
due notice and arrange accordingly. 


17, Whenever an issue of clothing, equipnent, etc., is to take place, an 
officer, together with the sergeant-najor, or orderly room clerk, is to 
attend with the division clothing ledger, and the several articte 


sued, are to be entered therein and in the clothing ledger in the quarter= 
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raster's store, the recipient signing his acknowledgment in each on the 
‘line of entry, and the officer affixing his initials: 


18. A page in each of the above-mentioned books is appropriated to each 
tan, and a separate line is to be used for each issue, so that a man may 
sign only for what he receives at a tine. These books will also show the 
umber of the carbine and pistol issued. 


19. When a man is transferred or detached from one division or post 
to another, a copy of his clothing account, showing the several years for 
lbich he has received tssue, and certified by himself, is to accompany 
him, and is to be entered in the clothing book of the new division. 


20, Extra free issues of kit being authorized only under exceptional cir= 
cumstances, men must remenber that st rests with then to prove that any 
deficiency has not resulted from neglect or want of due care, and that no 
unnecessary delay has occurred in reporting the fact. Failure to comply 
with these conditions will entail replacenent at their own expense. 


Dress Regulations for Officers of the North-West Mounted Pol ice (1890). 


Badges of Rank as Under: 
Commfsstoner-Crovn and star. 
Assistant Conmisstoner-Crown. 
Superintendent-Two stars. 
Inspector-One star. 

Senior Surgeon-Two stars. 
Assistant Surgeon-0ne star. 


Veterinary Surgeon-One star. 


Badges of rank will be work on the collar, except on the great coat, 





where they will be worn on the shoulder straps. 


Boots and Spurs. 


Officers, except where otherwise specified, wear knee boots with 
crane necked spurs with straps and chains: officers when off duty may 
wear Wellington or whale front ankle boots with steel box spurs. The 
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top of the knee boot which is cut square should be four inches below the 


knee. 


Lace. 


Gold, dianond and point pattern. 


Buttons 


GiTt of special pattern: Buffalo head with "N.W.M.P." below and 
"canada" above. The whole surmounted by a crown. 


Full Dress-Tunie. 


Scarlet cloth with 3/4 inch gold Tace on top of collar, Russia braid 
along collar seam, down front of tunic and round bottom of skirst. Col- 
Jars not to exceed two inches in height. The cuffs pointed, and edged 


vith round back gold cord forming, for the Commissfoner and Assistant. 





Commissioner, a triple Austrian knot traced round with gold Russia braid 
and extending to 11 inches from the bottom of the cuffs; for Superintendents, 
a double Austrian knot sintlarly traced, 9 inches deep; and for Inspectors, 2 
single Austrian knot 7 inches deep. Eight buttons in fron and two at the 
vaist behind; a scarlet flap on each skirt behind, with three buttons, and 
edged with round back gold cord traced inside and out with gold Russia 
braid. Tunic lined throughout with red. Shoulder straps of plated flat 


with scarlets a small button at top. Badges of rank in 








gold cord Vine 
silver embroidery on collar. 


Trousers 


Blue cloth with 13/4 inch gold lace down the side seams, brass trouser 
chains. (Not worn on parade or ordinary disnounted duties, but only at 


Teves and in the morning, in mess or full dress.) 





Boots 
el1incton whole front ankle boots, Brass box spurs. (Net worn on 
parade or ordinary dismounted duties, but only at levees and in the evening, 
‘in mess or full dress.) 
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Hele 


Cork, covered with white cloth in six seams, bound with buff leather 
at the bottom. Above the peak and going round the helmet, a buff Teather 
band one inch wide stitched top and bottom. The head piece let in with 
zigzag ventilator. Back peak to centre of crown 12 inches, front peak to 
centre of crown 10 3/4 inches, side to centre of crown 9 inches, gilt side 
hooks, gilt curb-chain chin-strap, the Tinks 5/8 inches wide, the strap 
ined with white leather. At top of helmet a gilt collet riveted on 

to a gilt collar 3/8 inches wide to receive spike and base. A gilt hook 

at back of base to which the chin-strap is attached when not worn under 

‘the chain, Plate N.W.M. Police pattern (same as ornament on undress pouch). 


[A zinc button covered with white cloth is worn on all occasions when 





the spike fs not used. 


Sword 


Half basket steel hilt with two fluted bars on the outside; black 
fish skin grip bound with silver wire; slightly curved blade 33 inches 
Tong, grooved and spear pointed, enbossed with title of force. 


Scabbard. 


Steel, with large shoe at bottom, and trumpet-shaped mouth. 


Sword Knot. 


Gold and purple strap with gold acron. 


Sword Belt and SV ings. 


Gold laced, showing purple light in centre. 


Pouch Belt. 


Gold Taced, with two rows of diamond and point Tace showing purple 
ight between gilt buckle, tip and sTide 


Gauntlets and Gloves 


nite leather, 
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Im undress officers are permitted to wear dog skin gloves sane 
colour as belts, 


Undress, Patrol Jacket (Universal Cavalry Pattern) 
Blue cloth, stand up collar, rounded in front, half inch mohair braid 
at top and botton of collar, figured braiding in centre. Inch rohair braid 
8 
Five loops of inch mohair braid at equal distances down the front on each 
side, with tuo olfvettes on each side Toop; the top Toops extended to the 
shoulder seans, the botton to four inches. The cuffs pointed with one inch 


ed with Russia braid all round, up the slits and along the back seans. 





wrohair braid traced with Russia braid, Figured braiding at top and botton; 
the mohair braid reaches to five inches from botton of cuff and the Figured 
braiding at the top to eight inches. Pockets in front edged all round with 
inch mohair braid. Figured braiding at the top of sTits and at the top of 
the shoulder seams. Figured braiding in the centre of the back, at the 
bottom of the collar, and at the botton of the jacket, Figured braiding on 
the right, left and between the back seams. Hooks and eyes in front. 

Lined throughout with black. Pocket inside lett breast. Shoulder straps 
plaited black mohair chain ginp. Badges of rank in gold enbroidery on 
collar. 


users and Pantaloons. 





Blue cloth with strip of yellow cloth 1 3/4 inches wide down the side 
seams. Trousers with Wellington or whole front ankle boots, steel box 
spurs and steel trouser chains, may be worn in surmer on dismounted duty 


Forage Cap. 

Blue cloth 2 6/8 inches high with band or gold Jace 1 3/4 inches wide, 
gold purl bottom and braided figure on crow, black patent leather chin 
strap. 


Forage Cap for Field Service. 
Blue cloth folding cap 4% inches high with yellow top, and blue side 
Flaps four inches deep, to turn down when required. Gold French braid 
welts on cap and flaps and at the front and back seams. Gold enbroidery 
badge of N.N.N.P. pattern on left side. 
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Sword Knot 


Brown Teather strap 's Inch wide, gold acorn. 


Sword Belt and S1ings 


eather 1s inches wide, sTings 3/4 inch wide, giTt 





Waist Plate, 


Circular gilt plate, 11/8 inches diameter, with 2 Buffalo head in 
silver, burnished rim 1 7/8 inches in diameter with the words "NH 
Mounted Potice, Canada", on the outer circle in silver. 


Pouch Belt. 


Brown bridle Teather two inches wide, gilt chased buckle, tip and 
slide. 


Pouch for Field Glass 

Black patent Teather 5% by 2 3/4 Inches on top, and 4 inches deep to 
hold binocular field glass, gf1t mountings with the following gilt metal 
badge in centre of flap; a maple wreath with @ ribbon bearing the word 
"canada surmounted by the crown above; and the words "North West Mounted 
Police" below; within the wreath an oval bearing the words "Maintien Te 
droit," encircling a Buffalo head in silver. 


Sabretache and Slings 


Black patent leather with three slings 3/4 inch wide to match the 


Undress sword belt, W.W.M.P. badge in metal on the flap. 





Ness Jacket. 


Scarlet cloth, edged all around, including the collar, with ¥ inch 
gold lace, the lace forming a pear-shaped eye at the bottom of each back 
sean. Gilt studs down front. Body Tined with red silk. Gold Russia 
braid along colar sean. Cuffs pointed with inch gold lace and traced, for 
the Coemissioner and Assistant Conmissio 





+ with Russia braid eyes 
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above and below, double figure of eight on cuffs for Superintendents, 
Russia braid eyes above lace, double figure of eight on cuff; for 
Inspectors, traced above with Russia brafd forming a crow's foot on top. 


Ness Waistcoat. 


Blue cloth, fastening close up to the neck, edged with gold Russia 
braid all round, with gilt studs down the front, pockets trimed with 
gold braid forming crow's feet at ends and centre. 


Patrol Jacket for Field Service. 


Scarlet serge, fastening with five Jacket size buttons 3/4 inch in 
Giameter, two pockets in front, collar edged top and bottom with gold 
russia braid. Shoulder straps of twisted gold cord, a small button at 
top. Badges of rank, gilt metal on collar. 

During the sumer months a white twill jacket of similar make, but 
without trimming, my be worn. Shoulder straps to be of the sane materfal 
as jacket. Badges of rank in gilt metal on shoulder straps. 


Great Coat and Cape. 
Grey beaver, single breasted, lined with red, to reach within a foot 
ff the ground, stand and full collar 4% inches deep, belt at waist fastening 


with a three 
front below the belt. A pocket inside the Teft breast. Five buttons in 


ich gilt buckle. Two pockets with flaps at the waist in 





front; five small flat buttons under collar to attach cape. Shoulder straps 
of save material as coat, small gilt button on top, Badges of rank in gilt 
rmetal on shoulder straps. The opening in the coat behind to be Tong 
enough to reach to the cantle of the saddle; on the inside of each skirt 
a cloth bank with button; to secure the skirts over the knees when the 
coat is worn on mounted duties. 

Cape of the same cloth as the coat, long enough to caver the knuckless 
four small buttons in front; to fasten at the neck with Teather strap, run- 
rer and buckle. 


Note: 





The sword belt is always worn outside the great coat. 
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Waterproof Cloak. 


Black twill, lined scarlet, collar of the same material as clok, 
cape to reach to knuckles, cloak to within a foot of ground, two pockets 
at the waist in front. Buttons black. 





Fur Cap for Winter Use. 


Black Persian lanb, wedge shaped, 8 inches high, @ yellow cloth 
bag falTing down the right side to bottom, the bag to be 4 inches wide at 
the top, and rounded at the botton. A Tine of gold Russia braid round 
the bag % inch from the edge, and a Tine down the centre, with a gold gimp 
button at the point of junction 

linen this cap is in use the top is to be turned in, reducing its 
height to 6 inches. 


Gauntlets. 


Black Persian lamb, 
Royal North West Mounted Police, Rules and Regulations (1909) 


Officers! Uniform and Dress Regulations: 


1176. Commanding Officers are forbidden to introduce or sanction any un- 
authorized addition to, or deviation from, the sealed patterns of dress, 
clothing, equipment or badges 


TI77. Officers upon retirement shall not be alloned to wear uniform un 
Jess the Order in Council specially grants permission. 


Dress Regulations for Officers of the Royal Northwest Mounted Police: 
Badges of Rank 
1178. The rank of officers is shown by badges as under: 


Commissioner -- Crown and two stars below. 
Assistant Commissioner -~ Crown and one star below. 
Superintendent -~ Crown: 

Inspector ~~ One star 

Inspector after five years' service -~ Two stars. 
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Inspector after ten years! service =~ Three stars 





Surgeon = Crown. 
Assistant Surgeon -- One star. 


Assistant Surgeon after five years' service -- Two stars. 








Assistant Surgeon after ten years' service -- Three stars. 
Veterinary Surgeon -- One star. 
Veterinary Surgeon after five years’ service -~ Two stars. 


Veterinary Surgeon after ten years’ service -- Three stars 





1179. Badges of rank will be worn on the shoulder cords and shoulder 
straps. They will be in silver enbroidery on gold shoulder cords, and 
gilt metal on plain cloth shoulder straps: 


The Crowns when laid on shoulder straps to be 1 inch broad, 





in heights the stars to be 1 inch between opposite points. 


Badges. 


1180. Cottar -- A buffalo head surrounded by a garter inscribed "Maintien 
Je droit" and round the garter wreath of maple eaves, surmounted by 
crown with scrolT underneath inscribed "Royal North West Nounted Police." 


1181. Badge to be of gilt metal for tunic, mess jacket, scarlet and blue 
Jackets and frock coats and of bronze for field Jacket. 


1182. Cap -- A buffalo head in silver surrounded by a wreath of maple 
eaves, surmounted by @ crown, and underneath a scroll inscribed "R.N. 
‘in gold embroidery, 





Gold Lace. 


1783. Diamond and point pattern 


Buttons. 


1184. OF similar pattern to those issued to the ranks in gflding metal , 





except on field service clothing when Teather buttons will be worn, 


Helmet, 


1185. Cork, covered with white cloth in six seams, bound with burt 
leather at botton. Above the peak and going around the helmet a buff 
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leather band one inch wide stitched top and bottom. The headpiece let in 
with zigzag ventilator. Gack peak to centre of crown 10 3/4 inches, side 
to centre of crown, 9 dnches. Gi1t side hooks and curb chain chin strap, 
the Tinks 5/8 inch wide, the strap lined with white Teather. At top of 
helmet a gilt collet riveted on to a gilt colar 3/8 inch wide to receive 
spike and base. A gilt hook at back of base to which chin strap is at 
tached when not worn under chin. 


Felt Hat. 
Y 





6. OF sane pattern as issued to 211 ranks. 


Cap. 


1187. Blue cloth with three coth wel 
eter across top 8 1/4 inches for a cap fitting 21 3/8 in circunference, 
varying proportionately according to size 





5, 3 1/4 inches total depth, dia~ 


Sides to be made in four pieces and to be 1 1/2 inches deep between the 
welts; a cloth band 1 3/4 inches wide placed between the two Tower welts; 
yellow for executive officers, cherry for medical, and maroon for vet= 
erinary. Corps badge in gold embroidery in centre of front. 


The cap to be wet up on a band of stiff leather 1 3/4 inches high, chin 
strap of black patent Teather attached to two buttons (20 line) inmedi- 
ately behind corners of peak. The peak of cap will be of the foTlowing 
pattern: 

For Comissioner and Assistant Commissioner: patent leather enbrofdered on 
front edge with maple Teaves in gold 3/4 inch wide. For Superintendents and 
Surgeons: patent leather with gold enbroidery on front edge 3/4 inch wide 
For other officers patent Teather without enbroidery. The peak to drop at 
fan angle of 45 degrees and to be 2 inches deep in the middle when worn with 
enbrotdery, and 1 3/4 inches when plain. White canvas covers may be worn 
during hot weather, and during rainy weather an oilskin cover 


Fur cap. 


1188. Otter, same pattern as issued to ranks, but with blue cloth top. 











Boots. 


1189. knee: Brown Teather to reach top of calf, cut square all around. 
Spur rest two inches above top edge of heel to keep spur horizontal 


Wellington: Black, for dismounted duty, with steel box spurs. 
Field pattern: As issued to all ranks. 

Ankle: Brown Teather with plain toe cap. 

Winter: Short black dolges to be worn with trousers or pantaloons, with 
‘ong black stocking folded at calf 3 1/2 inches deep. 





1190. Moccasins: May be worn with Tong black stockings for prairie duty 
during winter. 


Leggings. 


1191. Brown Teather or hog skin to reach 4 inches below the knee with 
strap and buckle at top, and strap at bottom to pass around Teg once and 
buckle at top. 


Spurs. 


1192. Steel, Jack, Cavalry pattern, Hessian straight neck. Steel box, 
with trousers. 


Spur Straps 


1193. Billet straps, 5/8 inches wide, brown Teather, with safe 3 inches 
Tong, swell at centre 2 inches, at ends 1 1/2 inches. Slots at both ends 
of safe 3/8 inch from each end to adnit of the 5/8 inch billet strap pass- 
jing through, 


Trouser Straps. 


1194. ihenever spurs are worn with trousers, straps are to be worn. 


Gloves. 
1195. Younted duties, brown Teather gauntlets. Oisnounted duties, brown 


Teather gloves. Mess or levee dress, white Kid 
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Mourning Bands. 


1196, Crepe, 3 1/4 inches wide, worn above left elbow. 


conars. 
1197. Collar of all garments to be cut square at top in front and fastened 
with to hooks and eyes, and @ black silk tab sewn on the inside: height 
not to exceed two inches. 


Haversack 
1198. Khaki, one Targe pocket at back, two smaller pockets and a loop for 
knife and fork. 


Frock Coats. 
1199. Frock coat for Conmissioner and Assistant Commissioners. Blue cloth, 
double breasted, with collar and cuffs of the sane material as the coat 
the cuffs round, 3 inches deep, 2 flap and three snalT buttons on each 
sleeve. Plain flaps at the plaits behind. 1 1/2 inches wide, which for an 
officer § feet 9 inches in height would be 11 inches Tongs two rows of 
buttons down the front, eight in each ron, the rows eight inches apart at 
the top and 4 inches at the waist; two buttons at the waist behind and one 
at the bottom of each skirt flap, the skirts Tined with black. Buttons 

and shoulder cords as for the tunic. 


Tunic. 
1200. Scarlet cloth with blue collar and cuffs 3/4 inch gold lace on top 

of collar, Russia brad along collar seam, down front of tunic, and round 
botton of skirts, collar not to exceed two Inches in height. Cuffs pointed 
and edged with round back gold cord forming single Austrian knot 7 inches 
deep. Elght buttons in front, and to at waist behind. A scarlet flap on 
each skirt behind, with three buttons and edged with round back gold cord, 
traced inside and out with gold Russia braid, 

Tunic to be Tined throughout with red. Shoulder straps of plaited gold 

cord lined with scarlet, a small button on top. Badges of rank in silver 
enbroidery on shoulder straps. R.N.K.M.P. badges in gilding metal on collar. 











Jackets. 


1201. Scarlet and blue. Full {n chest, but with side bodies, slit at 
sides, Five soaTl R.N.W.M.P, buttons down front. Two breast patch pockets, 
outside 6 1/4 inches wide, 8 1/4 inches deep from top of flap. the top edge 
of the pocket in Tine with second button, with three pointed flaps, small 
R.N.ILM.P. button and hole, Toose pleat on rear side of flaps. Two inside 
breast pockets, up and down, with hole and button. 


Collar and shoulder straps of scarlet to be blue cloth, those of blue 
Jacket to be of sane material and colour as the jacket, fastened with spaTl 
R.N.WH.P. buttons. 


Lining, Italian cloth or thin serge, red for scarlet Jacket, and black for 





blue Jacket, 


Sleeves with pointed cuffs, 6 inches high in front and 2 1/2 inches behind 
the slit, and two small buttons and button holes 





Badges of rank and "R.M.W.H.P." shoulder badge in gilding metal on shoulder 


Field Service Jacket. 


1202. Khaki dri11 or serge (Imperial Army colour). Full in chest, cut 
with patrol shaped back and side bodies. Patch pockets with pointed flaps. 
land snaT1 buttons each side of breast outside, and with one inch box pleat 
down the centre. Pockets to be 6 1/2 inches deep and 6 1/4 inches broad 
at top. Top edge of pocket flap to be one inch below the centre of the 
Two outside patch pockets below with pointed flaps. Two 
pleats about three inches Tong on each side of neck in front, running 


slightly diagonally fron collar seam in direction of arm hole. Also two 





second button 





pleasts underneath breast pockets to give shape to waist and fullness to 
breast. Five small Teather buttons down the front. The back to have a yoke 
sufficiently wide to cover shoulder seams, ending under shoulder straps and 
not too deep. Sleeves with three pleats with pointed cuffs 5 inches high 
at the points and 2 inches behind. Shoulder straps of the same material 
fastened at the top with small buttons. A slit at each side to suit height 
of wearer. Inside waist belt fastened with a buckle. Stand and fal? col~ 
lar fastened with tno hooks of the sane material as the jackets. 


Badges of rank and letters "R.NW.M.P." in bronze on shoulder straps, 
collar badge in bronze. 


Waterproof Cloak. 


1203. For all ranks same pattern as Inperfal Mounted Troops, khaki colour, 


Ness Jacket. 





1204. Scarlet cloth with blue collar and cuffs, edged all round, include 
ng the collar, with 1/2 inch gold lace, the lace forming a pear-shaped 
eye at the bottom of each back seam. Gilt studs down front. Body Tined 
with red silk, Gold Russia braid along collar sean. Cuffs pointed with 
‘inch gold lace, and traced for the Commissioner and Assistant Commissioner, 
with Russia braid eyes above and below, double figure of eight on cuffs 
for Superintendents, Russia braid eyes above lace, double figure efght on 
cuffs; for Inspectors, traced above with Russia braid for forming a crow's 
foot at top. 


Hess Waistcoat. 


1205. Blue cloth with colar, edged with gold Russia braid al} round, in- 
cluding collar, with gilt studs down the front, pockets trinmed with gold 
braid forming crow's foot at ends and centre. 


Pea Jacket. 


1206. Blue cloth Tined with scarlet, double breasted. One inch Tonger 
than serge jackets, two rows of five large gilt buttons, sleeve with two 
small gilt buttons. One Flap pocket each side, 6 3/4 inches, flap, 2 1/2 
finches. Shoulder straps with badges of rank, and Tetters "R.NW.M.P." in 
gilding metal, small buttons on top. Roll and step collar. Inside pocket 
on left side 


Fur Coat. 
1207. Coonskin to reach half way down hip to knee, High square collar. 
Two inside breast pockets, two outside pockets below edged with sane fur 
fas cap. Coat to be fastened with five frogs on each side, and rows of 
black round si1k cord finished at frogs with crow's feet. The opening 
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of the coat behind to be high enough to allow the wearer to sit in the 


saddle. 


Gauntlets (for winter use). 


1208. otter. 


1209. Blue cloth with 1 3/4 inch yellow cloth stripes down side seams. 
To be worn strapped firmly down to the boot, and fitting closely above 
the spur: 


Pantatoons 


1210. Blue cloth with yellow stripes, 1 3/4 inches wide. Cut Toose in 
the thigh and tight at the knees, ample length from hen to knee being 
essential so that the wearer can have the necessary freedom in mounting 
and dismounting. Black buckskin strapping at the knee. Pockets of trou- 
sers and pantaloons to be cut across. 


swords. 


1211. Pattern as per Cavalry Officers of the Tine (approved Septenber 11, 
1896). Scabbard covered with brown leather for field service. 


‘ord Knot. 


1212. Brown Teather strap 1/2 inch wide, Teather acorn. Gold and purple 
strap with gold acorn for full dress. 


Sword Belts and Stings. 


1213. Gold Jaced, showing purple Tight in centre, with R.N.WM.P. waist 
plate 


Pouch Belts. 


1214, Gold Taced, with txo rows of diamond and point lace, showing purple 
Light between, gilt buckle, tip and slide. 
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Pouch 


1215. Purple velvet, gold laced, and badge in gold enbroidery. 


Waist Plate. 


1216. Circular gilt plate 1 1/8 inches in diameter, with a buffalo head 
{in silver, burnished rim} 7/8 inches in dianeter with words °R.N.N. Mounted 
Police, Canada," on the outer circle. 


Binocular Case. 


1217. Service case, for binacular field glasses, of brown eather to be 
worn on waist belt of Sam Browne equipment. 


Belts. 


1218. For all parade and field duties universal Sam Browne equipment. 


Bandot ers 


1219. OF the same pattern as issued to the ranks, with corps badge in 
front and whistle. 


Decorations and Nedals. 


1220. To be worn as Taid down in Imperial Army Ores Regulations 


General. 


1221. Sam Bronne belts, bandolters, and Field glasses and cases may be 
issued free to officers on appointnent to be returned into store on re- 
tirenent. 

1222. The Sam Browne belt will always be worn over the Jackets. When 
the revolver 1s not carried only one brace wilT be worn. 

1223. Cavalry whistles issued to officers are to be worn on all mounted 
parades and on prairie duty. They will be carrfed in the left hand breast 
pocket of Jacket and lanyard around the arm and under the Teft shoulder 
strap. 


1224. Tt 4s optional for officers to provide thenselves with the follow- 
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ing articles of uniform, which are intended only for wear on special oc~ 
casions, and are not required for ordinary service, viz.: helmet, tunic, 
geld sword belt, gold pouch and pouch belt 


1225. When officers off duty, or returning off Teave, report in person 
to the Conmisstoner, they will do so in undress uniform. 


1226. Officers travelling on duty in the district in which they are 
stationed, whether on railvays or otherwise, will wear uniform 


Dress Regulations for Non-Comissioned Officers and Constables. 


1236. Uniform for N.C. Officers and Constables will be in accordance with 
sealed patterns, and Comanding Officers are forbidden to introduce or 
sanction any unauthorized addition to or deviation therefrom. 


1237. The scarlet serge jackets, of Non-commissioned Officers and Cons~ 
tables to have gorget patches on collars and shoulder straps of dark 
blue cloth. The gorget patches to meet evenly and fix close together at 
the front of the collar, the top of the patch to extend back 2 3/4 inches 
to shoulder, bottom to extend back 2 5/8 inches, centre to extend back 
31/2 inches to point frant to be 1 3/4 inches wide and width between 
shoulder points to be 1 7/8 inches. 


1238. Non-coomissioned Officers will receive the sane free issues of 
clothing and kit as Constables, with the following alterations: 


Blue Serge Jacket. 


1239. Sergeants-MaJor and Staff-Sergeants are permitted to weer a blue 
serge Jacket of the same pattern as the scarlet serge jacket to be furnished 
fat their ovn expense, for barrack duties or walking out, but on parades 
they will wear the sane order to dress as for the men, stable parades 
excepted. 


1240. Chevrons and badges for blue Jacket to be the sane as for scarlet 
serge Jacket, but on red ground 


cap. 


1281. Sergeants-HaJor, Staff-Sergeants, Sergeants and Corporals, of the 
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sane pattern and material as that worn by the Constables. 


Fur cap. 
1242. Sergeants-Najor and Staff-Sergeants, unplucked beaver with blue 
cloth top of same pattern as for Constables. 

Fur Gauntlets. 


1243. Sergeants- 





jor and Staf#-Sergeants, gauntlets of unplucked beaver. 


Chevrons and Badges. 
1244, (a) Corps Sergeant-Hajor - Gold crown on blue ground, to be worn on 
right arm below the elbow on scarlet serge Jacket, and on red ground on 
blue serge jacket, and pea Jacket, on right arm below elbow. Worsted crown 
on Ferd jacket. 

(b) Division Sergeant-Major - Four bar gold lace chevron on blue ground, 
point down, surmounted by @ crown to be worn on right arm of scarlet serge 
Jacket below the elbow, and on red ground on blue serge jacket and pes 
below the elbow. 





Jacket below the elbow, worsted chevrons on field Jacke 
(c)_ staff-Sergeant Major Clerk - Sane as for Division Sergeants-Najor. 

(a) Staff-Sergeants - Four bar goTdé lace chevrons on blue ground point up, 
to be worn on right arm of scarlet serge Jacket, and on red ground on blue 
serge jacket and pea jacket, below elbow. Worsted chevrons on field jacket 
below the elbow. 

(e) Quartermaster Sergeant - Chevrons surmounted by a star. (Gold or wor= 


sted as necessary) 





(F) Hospital Stevands - Chevrons surmounted by a "Geneva" cross 
(a) Veterinary Staff-Sergeants - Chevrons surmounted by a horseshoe. (Gold 
or worsted as necessary) 

(h) Saddler ~ Chevrons surounted by a bit. (Gold or worsted as necessary) 
(1) Farrier = Chevrons surmounted by a horseshoe. (Gold or worsted as 
necessary). 

(4) Drill Instructors - Chevrons surmounted by crass swords. (Gold or 


worsted as necessary). 
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(k) Rough riders = Chevrons surmounted by a spur. (GoTd or worsted as 
necessary). 

(1) Trumpeters - Cross trunpets on right arm above elbow. (Gold or 
worsted as necessary). 


(a) Constables enployed as artiticers, etc., to wear their badges on 
‘right arm above elbow. 


(n) Crossed rifles or crossed revolvers to be worn on left arm below 

the elbow; when both badges are worn, the crossed revolvers to be above 
the crossed rifles. 

(0) Sergeants - Three bar gotd ace chevron, on blue ground, point down, 
surmounted by @ crown, to be worn on right arm of scarlet serge jacket, 
{and on red ground on pea jacket above elbow, worsted chevrons on Feld 
Jacket above etbow.. 

(») Corporals - Two bar gold lace chevron on blue ground, potnt down 

to be worn on right arm of scarlet serge jacket and on red ground on pea 
Jacket above elbow, worsted chevrons on field jacket above the elbow. 

(q)_ Free issue of chevrons - One pair of gold chevrons and one half 

Pair of worsted chevrons to be issued on promotion, and one pair of gold 
and one half pair worsted with each annual issue thereafter, byt the 

First annual issue must not be made within a year of the date of promotion. 
(r)_ Gilt coltar badges - On scarlet serge two inches from centre of badge 
to front edge of collar. 

{s) GI1t shoulder badges - On shoulder straps, 1/4 inch above shoulder 
seam scarlet and blue jacket and pee jackets. 

(+) GiIt cap badges - In centre of front, mounted on blue cloth trinmed 
1/6 inch larger to shape of badge. 

(u) Bronze cotar and shoulder badges to be worn on field jackets sane 

as on scarlet and blue Jackets. 

1245. Issues of fur caps and gauntiets - To be issued free on prowotfon 
to the rank of Staff-Sergeant or Sergeant-Major, and thereafter not oftener 
than once in five years. Upon reduction to a lower grade then Starf- 
Sergeant for the fur cap and gauntlets must be returned to Quartermaster Store. 
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Service Stars, 
1246. Issues of service stars for scarlet serge Jackets to be as follows: 


(a) To non-commissioned officers and constables who have served cont inu- 
ously for five years -- A star of gold to be worn on the eft arm above 
the elbow. 

(b) At the expiration of each succeeding period of Five years* continuous 
service, an additional star of gold. 


Royal North West Mounted Police, Rules and Regulations (1909). 


Order of Dress: officers 


(a) Review order. 

cap. 

Scarlet Jacket. 

Pantaloons. 

Knee boots 

Jack spurs. 

Brown gauntlets when parading with men. 

Brown gloves on all other occasions. 

Sam Browne belt. 

Sword. 

Whistle and lanyard when mounted. 
Worn as follows: Attending church; at receptions by the Governor= 
General or Lieutenant-Goverror; funerals; on al? full dress parades; 
medals, decorations, etc., to be worn, 

(b)_ bri11 order: 

Cap or felt hat as ordered. 

Blue or khaki jacket as ordered. 

PantaToons 

Leggings and brown boots. 

Jack spurs. 

Brown gloves 

Sam Browne belt. 

sword 

nistle and Tanyard when mounted. 
Worn as follows: Qn all dismounted parades. 





























te) 


@ 


(e) 





Service order. 
Felt hat. 
Rnaki jacket. 
Pantaloons 
Field boots, or leggings and brown boots. 
Jack spurs 

Field glasses. 

Haversack, if ordered. 

Sam Browne belt. 

Revolver and anmunition pouch. 

Rifle and bandolier, if ordered. 


Gloves. 
Uinistle and Tanyara. 
Worn as follows: At target practices mounted drill; inspection of 


detachnents; on any duty in the district unless plain clothes be 
ordered 


Undress order. 

cap. 

Blue Jacket. 

Pantaloons 

knee boots, or leggings and boots with Jack spurs, or trousers with 

foot straps, plain fronted black boots and box spurs. 
Worn as follows: On boards; as orderly officer with Sam Browne 
‘equipment, but without frog and sword; at office and al1 other 
duties: at Commissioner's orderly room; inspection of barracks; 
When reporting at headquarters on duty, or off Teaves attending 
Suprene Courts on duty. 


Note -- When officers are paraded at Commissioner's orderly room, 
all officers attending will wear swords 


Ness dress, 
Ness Jacket. 
Ness waistcoat. 
Trousers. 

Plain fronted black boots 
Steel box spurs 
White kid gloves. 


“ 


(9) 


(n) 


zo 


Worn as follows: When ordere 





at, mess, public entertainments in 
barracks, public balls, theatre, state dinners at Government 
House. Miniature medals and decorations to be worn, 


Full dress. 

Helmet with spike and chain. 

Tunic. 

Trousers: 

Plain fronted black boots. 

Steel box spurs. 

Wnite gloves. 

Gold sword belt. 

Gold pouch and pouch belt. 

Sword with steel scabbard. 

Gold sword knot. 
Worn as follows: At levees; state dinners and balls; Government 
House, Ottawa; when acting as A.0.C. to the Governor-General or 
Lieutenant-Governor; on al1 occasions when officers are on detached 
duty and full dress is worn by officers of the ary or militia. 
Medals, decorations, etc., to be worn. 


Winter: 

Fur cap. 

Fur coat or pea jacket as ordered. 

Fur gauntlets, 

Black stockings. 

Felt boots, or moccasins for prairie duty, at officer's discretion. 
Note -- With winter foot gear, spurs wil7 only be worn, when re~ 
quired, for mounted duty. 





General. 


(1) Revotvers, when carried, will be worn on the right hip, the 
Tanyard around the neck underneath both shoulder straps. Aneunition 
pouch in front, on right side. 


(2) The shoulder brace of the Sam Browne equipment to be worn over 
the right shoulder with the sword, and over the left shoulder with 
the revolver. 





NM. 


@ 


(o) 





202 


(3) The Sam Browne equipment to be worn outside of pea Jacket, and 
fur coat on all parades, and underneath on all other occasions. 

(4) lmnite covers will be worn on caps during fine weather fn sumer 
months, and black oflskin covers during wet weather: 

(5) Pea jackets to be worn with al1 orders of surmer uniform as 
ordered. 

(6) khaki waterpraofs and rubber boots may be worn during wet 
weather 

(7) Brown Teather leggings and brown ankle boots may be worn instead 
of field boots, with spurs: 


(8) Medal rfbbons 4 inch in depth to be worn on undress blue jacket 
and Khaki Jacket. 


officers and Constables. 


Review order. 

Forage cap. 

Scarlet serge jacket. 

Pantaloons. 

Field boots. 

Jack spurs. 

Brown gauntlets. 

Bandolier. 

Waist belt complete, 

aN arms. 
Note -- This is also church parade order, but without rifles or 
bandoliers. 

Drilt order 

Felt hat. 

Field jacket 


Pantaloons 
Field boots 

Jack spurs. 
sandolier. 

Waist belt complete. 
11 arms. 
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(c). Service Order. 
Felt hat. 
Field jacket. 
Pantaloons. 
Field boots. 
Jack spurs. 
Bandolier. 
Waist belt complete. 
Haversack, if ordered. 
Arms, as ordered. 


(4) Undress order. 
Forage cap. 
| Field jacket. 
Jack spurs, or 
Qveralls, with foot straps, plain fronted black boots and box spurs 
(e) Fatigue order. 
Felt hat, tuque in winter. 
Feld jacket. 
Field trousers. 
Ankle boots, or moccasins, according to weather 





(4) Waiking out order. 
Forage cap (white covers to be worn during hot weather) 
Scarlet serge jacket. 
Pantaloons 
Field boots. 
Jack spurs, or 
Overalls with foot straps, plain fronted black boots, and box spurs. 
Brown gloves. 
ip. 


(9). Minter. 
Fur cap. 
Fur coat or pea jacket (according to weather) 
Black stockings and 
Moccasins or field boots (according to weather). 
iets, 
Note 





With winter foot gear, spurs wilT only be worn when required 











for mounted duty. 


(h) Teansters sumer 


(1) Driving 1ight transport to town with officers, etc. 
Forage cap. 

Scarlet serge jacket. 

Pantaloons 

Field boots. 

Brown gauntlets 

(2) Driving Tight transport to town with prisoners, etc 
Felt hat. 





eld jacket. 
Pantaloons 

Field boots or overalls with foot straps, and plain fronted black 
boots. 


(3) On freighting, fatigue, ete. 
Felt hat. 

Field jacket. 

Field trousers. 

Ankle boots. 


(4) Teamsters, winter. 


Fur cap. 
Fur coat or pea jacket. 

Black stockings. 

Moccasin. 

Wits or teamster's gauntlets. 


Saddlery. 


(a) Review order. 
Regulation saddte. 
Blanket, head collar complete. 
Head rope. 


(b)_ brit1 order 
Regulation saddle. 

Blanket. 

Head collar complete 








(c)_ Service order 
Regulation saddle. 


wallets. 
Blanket. 
Head collar complete. 

Note -- When slickers and pea Jackets are carried, the slicker 





WITT be tied Toosely at the back of the saddle; and the pea 
Jacket in brown canvas at the front of the saddle over wallets 


General. 


(1). Sergeants-Hajor will wear Sam Browne equipment , a1 other N.C. 
Officers will wear the sane equipment as the men. 


(2) Cavalry whistles are to be worn by Sergeants-Najor on al1 mounted 
parades and on prairie duty. They will be carried in left hand breast 
pocket of Jacket with lanyard around the neck. 


(3). Sergeants-Hajor and Staff-Sergeants may wear blue jackets in un- 
dress uniform for barrack duties or walking out, but on parade they wilT 
wear the sane order of dress as for the men. (Stable parades excepted.) 


(4). Division Orderly will wear scarlet serge Jacket and Orderly's cross 
beTt and pouch. 


(5) Hen on prisoners* escort will wear undress with the exception that. 
they mist wear pantaloons and field boots (without spurs) and side arms 


(a) Felt hats in hot weather at discretion of Officers Commanding, 
(b) ATT equipment must be worn outside of pea jackets or fur coats. 


(6) N.C. Officers and Constables attending Suprene Court on duty wilT 
do so in review order without bandolier or rifle. Side arms to be 
removed before entering court room. 


(7) Stickers and Tong rubber boots may be worn in wet or muddy weather 
(8) Rubbers may be worn over moccasins in winter for stable duty. 


(9) Black stockings worn with winter foot geer must be folded at the 
calf, 3% inches deep. 


(10) Winter uniform depends on condition of weather. 
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(11) bress to be detailed by OFFicers Commanding with regard to, 
pea jackets instead of fur coats, boots instead of moccasins. 

(12) Hat bands on felt hats to be worn with the buckle on the Teft 
side, tongue of strap pointing to the rear. 


(13) Medals wiTl be worn in review order. 


Royal North West Mounted Police, Rules and Regulations (1909). 


Clothing and Kit, and Compensation in Tieu of. 


988. Every manber of the Force, below the rank of a Comissioned Of- 
Ficer, is provided, at the expense of the Government, with certain articles 
Inentioned below, constituting his kit. Each menber is required to keep 
his necessaries complete and in good condition at his own expense 

959, Articles to be issued on Joining, and to be kept in serviceable 
condition, at the Constable's expense, during a term of five year's 


Blankets. 
Blanket straps, prs. 












aurnisher. 
Brush, boot. 

Brush, cloth 
Brush, button 
Brush, hair. 

Braces, prs. 

Badges, cap and hat. 
Cap, fur. 
cup. vee 
Gauntlets, brown Teather, prs.. 
Dunnage bag. 
Goggles, prs. 
Hotd-a1 te 
Contents of hold-al? 
Button brass.-- 
Con 

Forks. 
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Kotfessseeee ‘ 
Razor and CaS@....+++e+0e+ 
Spoon... 
Sponge. 
Shaving brush. 











Haversack. 
Kit-bag 
Nuffler 
Plate. 





PatTlasse. 





PATIOW C850... eesseree 
Bile ansesessecser 
Sheet, waterproof. 
Sheet, canvas. 
Sheets, cotton 
Spurs, prs: 
Saucer 











Slicker 
Sou'wester 
Towels. 





Tuque.. 





960. Articles to be issued annually, to be kept in serviceable condition 
at the Constable's expense: 
Breeches, cloth (or trousers), prs. 
Drawers, prs. 
Field jacket. 
Field trousers, prs. 
Gloves, brown Teather, prs. 
Nitts, wool, prs. 
Mitts, elk, prs... 
Shirts, over 
Shirts, under... 
Socks, prs. 
Stocking, prs... 
Scarlet serge Jacket 
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Note: Serge Jacket to be returned to store at expiration of tem of 
service, or when unfit to be Tonger worn. 


961. Articles to be issued periodically, to be kept in serviceable condi- 
ton at the Constable's expense: 


Moccasins, prs. 6; 2 prs. Ist year, 1 pr. 2nd, 3rd, &th and Sth year. 
2 prs. Ist year, 1 pr. 2nd, 4th and 6th years, 








Boots, Tong prs. 
Boots, short, prs. 23 Ist and 3rd years. 

cap, forage, 25 Ist and 3rd years: 

Hat, felt, 25 Ist and 3rd years. 

Pea jackets, 2; Ist and 3rd years. 

Hat bands, 25 Ist and 3rd years. 

Field Jacket, lined, 2; Ist and 3rd years in Yukon Territory, Mekenzie 
River and Hudson Bay districts. 

Field trousers, lined, 25 Ist and 3rd years in Yukon Territory, Mexenzie 
River and Hudson Bay districts. 


962. Men re-engaging for @ second term of three or Tive years’ service : 
ray receive the same fssues, during the perfod of their second tem, as 

fare authorized to be ‘ssued during the corresponding years of the first 

term. 


963. Hen who are allowed to re-engage for one year, or for successive 
terms of one year each may receive annually the sane issues as are 
authorized for the fifth year of a five years term. Any articles, in 
addition to such issues, necessary to Keep the uniform and kit complete 
and in serviceable condition, must be furnished by the Constable at his 





‘own expense. 
968. Recruits on joining will receive only the following articles, un- 
‘ess they waive (in writing for attachment to service file) the right 
to purchase their discharge authorized under paragraph 1039 (a): 
Blankets, from casualty store, prs. 
Blanket straps, prs.. 
Burnisher. 

Brushes, 1 set. 





Braces Prseseeeeeessere 
ap, fur (winter only). 
Cupeeeesee 








Hold-all... 
Button brass. 
Cont. 
Fork. 








knife. 
Razor and case. 
Spoon. a 
Shaving brush. 








kit bag (casualty)... 
Plate. 
Paillasse.. sesscotsesstay 
Sheet, waterproof (casualty) 7 
i Spurs, pr. 
Towels. “i 
Tuque (winter only). _ 
Breeches, or trousers (cloth), prs: 











Drawers, Wool, prs. 
Field jacket. 
Field trousers, presss+e+++ 





Nits, wool (winter only}, pr. 





Mitts, elk (winter only), pr ‘ 2 





Shirts, overss..+ 3 
Shirts, under... 
Socks, prs. ih 
Stockings (winter only), prs... 
‘ Scarlet serge jacket... 
Moccasins (winter only), pr. 











Boots, Tong, prs-+.-.+ 
Boots, short, pr. 

Cap, field service, 
hat, felt. ieee 
(Hat, felt, to be issued in sumer months if recruit consents to pay 
for it in the event of purchasing discharge during first three months 








of service.) 
at band: 
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965. The following will be the authorized issue of badges: 
2 gilt cap badges. 

2 prs. gilt colar badges. 

2 prs. bronze collar badges. 

2 prs. gilt R.N.W.N.P. badges, shoulder. 

1 pr. bronze R.NW.M.P. badges, shoulder. 

This issue fs to be made on engagenent and thereafter when re-engagenents 
are for three to Five years 

966. Officers Conmanding will be held responsible that menbers of their 
divisions are supplied with and wear the regulation issue of badges. 


967. Badges may be procured on repayment. 
968. ATI badges must be shown singly on the clothing returns, Form 8. 


969. Free issue of chevrons -- One pair of gold chevrons and one half 
pair of worsted chevrons to be issued on promotion, and one pair of gold 
and one half pair worsted with each annual issue thereafter, but the 
first annual issue mst not be made within a year of the date of promotion. 


970. Issue of fur caps and gauntlets -- To be issued free on promotion to 
the rank of Staff-Sergeant or Sergeant Hajor, and thereafter not oftener 


than one in five years. Upon reduction to a Tower grade than Staff 





Sergeant the fur cap and gauntlets must be returned into Q.N. store. 


971. Instructfons for the issue of clothing and kit free and on repayment. 








FURNISHINGS 





Unfortunately there are no photographs of the int 
Stone. Our sources of information for the furnishing of bath the barrack 
building and the lean-to addition which housed the N.C.0. and visiting 
officer, are interior shots of other outposts and local informants who 
visited the post before its closure in May 1918. It must be stressed that 
neither of these sources give an exact picture of the amenities at Writing- 


lor of Writing-on- 


On-Stone. On the one hand, we can only assune that most frontier outposts 
were furnished in similar styles; and then again, when making use of the 
information gleaned from Tocal residents, we must keep in mind that these 
memories are sone sixty to seventy years old. From the available evidence, 
however, an outline does suggest itself 

Writing-on-Stone vas decorated in a simple, utilitarian mant 
barrack room housed the enlisted men and, by 1897, probably contained five beds. 
These iron cots were, in all likelihood, positfoned in the four corners, 


The 





with the extra one being placed efther against the east wall or the north 
over then (or both),” 
While the walls were decorated with the usual police paraphernalia. A Unfon 


watt! the windows were curtained or had blinds pl 





‘Jack undoubtedly adorned one wall, and it has been reported that 2 picture of 
Queen Victoria hung on the east wall.3 An informant recalling a later period 
(post-1910) renenbers that there were pictures of both the king and queen in 
the barrack buslding. He was not sure on which wall the portraits hung, how 
fever, and from the dates given the monarch could have been either Edvard VII 
with Queen Alexandra, or George V with Queen Mary.* If photographs of other 
out-posts may be taken as representative of police statfons in general, then 
guns, furs, family photographs, and similar articles were also found on the 
walls at Writing-on-Stone.® At least one stove was located in the centre of 
the barrack buildings a photograph of the St. Mary's detachment shows @ pot 
bellied stove, and presunably Kriting-on-Stone was furnished with the same. 
Yrs. Verburg recalls that coal ofl lamps were used to ight the building.© 
In the kitchen the "NcClary Famous 1890" stove was Tocated in the northwest 
7” cupboards 
were probably built along the north wall with possible extensions runnin: 


corner. A small rectangular table was in the southeast. corner. 





along the east and west walls 
Unfortunately, even less 1s known of the officers’ quarters. A local 
{informant recalls that a small desk was located directly in front of the 
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window in the N.C.0.'s quarters. The desk contained 2 nunber of drawers 
and the top was scattered with books and papers.° In all likelihood, there 

was an iron cot in each of the rooms, and fron photographs one would gather 
that they both had individual stoves as well.? 

There is no specific information as to the type of chairs and tables that 
were to be found at Writing-on-Stone. Photographs of other N.W.M.P. outposts 
have been appended and until additional evidence cones to Tight, we will have 
to assune that similar pieces were used at Nriting-on-Stone, 

Due to the varying functions of the renaining buildings at liriting-on-Stone, 
imedepth research into their furnishing was not undertaken. For @ listing of 
the artifacts found in each of the excavated features, see the relevant sections 
of Archaeological Investigations: Writing-on-Stone N. 5 by Adams, 
Forsnan and Minnt 











Vsee sketch of interior layout in 1892, Figure 64. 
Zinterview with firs. Yerburg, 5 February 1976. 

Stnterview with R. Blackner, 5 February 1976. 

“Interview with F. Sayk, 5 February 1976, 

See figures 49, 50, 52, 53. 

Sinterview with Mrs. Yerburg, § February 1976, 

Tee sketch of interior layout in 1892, figure 44. 
Sinterview with John and Willian O'Hara, § February 1976. 


3see above, part TE 
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Royal North West Mounted Police, ules and Regulations. 1909 


Married Non-conmissioned Officers and Constables: 


1278. The following issues of fuel and light and barrack furniture are 
authorized for married staff-sergeants: 

(2) One ton of coal or two cords of wood per month from Novenber 1 to 
Nay 1, and half a ton of coal or one card of wood per month from Hay 1 
to Novenber 1; coal of1, half a gallon per week when electric Tight is 
not provided. 

(b) 1 axe. 

(c) 1 wash basin. 

(4) 2 bracket Tanps. 

(e) 1 coat oft can. 

(F) 20 lengths of stove pipe. 

(a) Use of cook stove, if one available. 

(h) Use of box stove, if one avatlable, 

(3) 7 wash tub. 

(G) 2 water barrels, 

(k) 1 tin boiler. 

(1) 2 corn brooms per year. 

(a) 1 galvanized tron pail. 

(n) 2 elbows. 

(0) 2 chairs. 


Barracks, Buildings and Electric Lighting 
1288. At any point where Police are ordered to be stationed, and no 
butldings are available, the Commissioner is authorized to make such 
arrongenents for quarters, stabling, etc., in accordance with the strength 
of the post, as he may deem advisable. 

1289. tio new buildings shall be erected, or extensive repairs made to old, 
without authorfty from the Comptroller. AIT applications for authority 

to build must be accompanied by a ground plan, and a statenent giving the 
purposes, size, nature and probable cost of the proposed buildings. 

1290. Officers Comanding are authorized to incur necessary expenditures 
for minor repairs to buildings, etc., in their district. 
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1291. Where buildings are erected, or extensive repairs are made under 
contract, @ Board of Officers will be convened to report as to whether the 
work has been carried out in accordance with contract. 


1292. to alteration in any Police butlding is to be made without the authority 
of the Comisstoner 


1293. Private buildings are not to be erected on Police reserves 


1294. Menbers of the Force in charge of a district or a post are respon~ 
sible for the state of the barracks. 


1295. The quarters mist always be orderly and clean, the barrack furniture 
being regularly arranged, and kept in good order and repatr. 


1296. There is to be hung up in each room a board with a Vist (Form 132) 
of all articles therein which are the property of the Government, and the 
N.C. Officer or Constable in charge will be held responsible for the 
articles mentioned thereon. 


1297. ANI damages or deficiencies occurring through carelessness will be 
chargeable to the person who is responsible therefor 


1298. The windows must, at all tines, be kept clean. N.C. Officers or 
Constables in charge of barrack roons will be held responsible that men's 
sheets and pillow cases are regularly washed, and that the hay or straw in 
rattresses is changed once a quarter, and that men change their under- 
clothing once a week, as there 1s nothing ore conducive to health than 
regular ablutfon and clean clothing of every description. 


1299. Blankets must be hung out weekly to air. 
1300. No clothing, arms or anything whatever must be allowed to 11e abouts 
everything must be in its proper place as per regulations and properly 
arranged. 

1301, A card containing each man's number and mane, the nunber of his arms, 
4s to be hung from the shelf over his bed 


1302. The interior of the N.C. Officers and men's quarters, owned by the 
government, are to be washed with "Alabastine" Tine wash, or other pre- 
paration, once every six months, and thoroughly cleaned and disinfected. 


1303. Care fs to be taken that the nusber of men allotted to each apartnent 
be regulated with regard to its dimensions and the health and comfort of the 
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mnen, therefore, in ordinary cases, no room should be overcrowded, or the 
mnen in respect be inconventenced 


1308. Each apartment and building in barracks 1s to be distinguished by 
having its name or number painted over the door in 1 3/4 inch black let- 
ters. 


1305. Electric Tamps should be renewed at regular intervals and not kept 
in use of any greater length of time than the Tanps are certified to burn. 








26 


Books and Stationery purchased by the N.W.M.P. for the year 1696-1697 


Baskets (waste and desk) 

Binding cases 

Books: Cattle Brand; Martindale and Westcott's Extra Pharmacopoeia 
Le Seurs Exchanges Ottava Directory; Rand and McHally's Atlas of 
the Worlds Senate Debates; Slater's Codes Taylor's Principle and 
Practice of Medical Jurisprudence 

Books, blank: copyings foolscaps pass; pockets metallici scrap 

Chronograph paste 

Copying brushes 

Blotting pads 

Copying presses 

Blue boards 

Despatch bag 

Desk knives 

Dater stamps 

Danping tray 

Diaries: pocket 

Erasers 

File clips 

Envelopes 

Frank stamps 

File straps 

Gun arabic 

Galvanized fron box 

Inkstands 

Ink: black; chrono; copying: red 

Labels 

Letter clips 

Nucttage 

Mucitage bottles 

Paper: brown wrappings blotting; carbon; copyings cyclostyles foolscaps 
letters notes typewriter issue 

Pencils: automatic: black; coloured; penci? leads 

Pens: fountain; all kinds; neostyle 


Penholders 
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Paper pins 
Piecers 

Perforators 

Paper fasteners 

Pin cushions 

Ribbon for dating stamp 
Rubber bands 

Rubber stamps 

Rubber pad 

Rubber sheets 

Rulers 

Scissors 

Scratch blocks 

shannon files 

Stamping pads 

Twine Toflet paper 

Tape 

Typewriter 

Typewriter desk 
Typewriter ribbons 


Books and Stationery purchased by the N.W.M.P. for the year 1898. 


Wicker baskets 

Mire 

Binding cases 

Books: Auditor General's Reports; Boys on Corners; British Pharmacopoeia; 
Clark's Magistrates Manuel; Criminal Code of 1892; Dominion Law 
Index: Gray's Anatomy; Index of Raflway Act; Le Saguenay et Te 
Bassin du Tac St. Jeans Ottawa City Directory: Revised Statutes 
and Acts since 1886; Slater's Code 

Books, blank: copying; foolscaps index; meno; pass; scrap; pay-list 
cheques sundry blank books 

Chronograph paste 

Copying press 

Chips 

Desk knives 











Despatch bags 
Date ribbons 
Diaries 
Daily journals 

Damping tray 

Envelopes 

Eclipse file boards 

Erasers 

File bands 

File binders 

File boards 

un arabic 

Ink stands 

Ink pellets 

Ink: black; copying; red; climate proofs autograph typo 
Labels 

Letter press 

Mucttage 


Paper: wrappings blotting: carbon; cyclostyle; cyclostyle stencil; foolseap; 


letter; note: typewriter issue: typo; waved stencil 
Paper fasteners 

Paper weights 

Pencils: automatics black; coloured 
Pens: cyclostyle; all kinds; neostyle 
Penholders 

Piecers 

Pins 

Roger's Pamphlet cases 

Ribbon 

Rubber bands 

Rubber stamps 

Rubber type and inking pads 

Rulers 

Rubber sheets 


Seissors 
Seratch blocks 
Shannon files 
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Sealing wax 
Stencil 

SiTk Taces 

Tepe 

Toilet paper 

Twine 

Typewriter, "Remington No. 7. 
Typewriter, "Smith Premier” 
Typewriter desk 

Typewriter ribbons 





Books and Statfonery purchased by the N.W.M.P. in 1899. 


Books: Canadian Almanacs; Civil Service Calenders; Criminal Codes 
Manitoba and Northwest Directory: Ontario Gazetteer; Ottawa City 
Directory; Rifle and Carbine Exercises. 

Typewriters: “Enpire", "Remington", and "Smith Prester" 


= Sessional Papers of Canada, Auditor General's Reports. 





1873-1878 


1875 


1878 
1880 


1821 


1882 


1804-1087 


1885 


1887 


ARMS. AND AMMUNITION 


The arms issued to the N.W.M.P. were: the Snider carbine 
-577 calibre which was carried, when mounted, in a bucket 
to the rear of the right leg. For a tine in later years it 
was carried in a sling at the saddle horn. Also issued was 
‘the Deane & Mans .450 calibre, carried in a holster on the 
left side, butt to the front on a plain brown Teather belt 
with bullet pouch. (The brown Teather ammunition belt was 
a later issue.) 

Smith & Wesson revolvers began replacing the Deane & Adams 
but never became an official issue. 


First issue of 60 Winchester '76's, 45-75 calibre. 


100 Winchester '76 repeating carbines, .45-75 calibre, 
carrying 8 cartridges in magazine were issued to "A" and 





Division. The construction of this weapon proved too 
ight for the rough service of the force. 

‘The Snider-Enfield was now considered to be an obsolete 
ailitary am. 

300 Winchester "76 carbines, .45-75 calibre, manufactured 
expressly for the force and free from the undesirable fea- 
tures of the previous weapon, were issued to a portion of 
the force. The commissioner recomended the entire force 
be equipped with this weapon. 

ANT Snider-Enfield carbines were replaced by the new 
Winchester. 


446 Winchester "75 carbines purchased. 


The Deane & Adams and Smith & Wesson revolvers were re- 
placed by Enfield revolvers. 

The commissioner reported that the Winchester carbine, 
Tong a favourite weapon on the prairies, was not giving 
satisfaction, Tt showed a marked tendency to break off 
‘at the stock when roughly handled, and there were other 
defects. He suggested that as soon as it could be decided 








1890 


1895 


1896 


1898 


1901 


1902 


1903 
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as to which was the best carbine then in production that 
fone division could be supplied with it and if found satis 
factory it be supplied to the rest of the force. 

The Winchester carbines were stil] in use but continued to 
bring criticism. ew barrels were purchased to replace 

old ones. The Enfield Revolvers continued to give satis 
faction, 

A small experimental issue of Lee-Netford .203 calibre 
carbines was made. 

The commissioner reported that the Lee-Metford was more 
satisfactory than the old Winchester, the latter being of 
Little use beyond 500 yards and the sighting was poor. 

A few Smith & Nesson revoTvers (exact model unknown but 
probably .38 calibre) cane into use for personnel on special 
duty in plain clothes and for use in the Yukon. 

The conmissioner drew attention to the necessity of re- 
arming the entire force. He pointed out that "D" Division 
alone had the Lee-Metford carbine; all others had the ob- 
solete Winchester carbine and the Enfield revolver. These 
had been in use so long that the rifling was worn out. 





Re-arming of the force was sanctioned. Delay was deened 
advisable in order to take advantage of any inprovenents 

{in small arms resulting from the South African War 

The commissioner reported that the force was amed with the 
Winchester carbine with the exception of “DY and "K" Div- 
‘sions which had the Lee-Metford carbine, AIT had the 

Enfield revolver. The carbines and revolvers were worn out 
and he was pleased that the department had decided upon 
vre-armanent. 

Two Ross rifles (28-inch and 25-inch barrels) were submitted 
for trial. Comparisons were made with the Winchester, Lee- 
Netford and Mauser rifles 

The board recommended the Ross with 25-inch barrel (officially 
called the Ross Carbine Mark I star). 
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1908 Sone ‘New Service’ model Colt revolvers in .455 calibre 
were recetved. 

1905 The force was re-armed throughout with the Ross Carbine Mark 
I star in .303 calibre and ‘New Service’ model Colt revolvers, 
replacing the old Winchester and Lee-Netford carbines and 
Enfield revolvers. 

1906-1907 Neaknesses in the Ross carbine caused it to be withdrawn from 
general service and the old Winchesters and Lee-Netfords 


were re-issued. 


sia The force was re-armed with the Lee-Entfeld Carbine in .303 


calibre. 


Cartridge Specifications 


British .577 Snider-Enfield cartridge 





Other names 577 Snider 
{ Type rimed, necked, centre-fire 
Overall length 2.45 inches 

Average weight. 715 grains 
Powder type black 
Approx. charge 73 grains 
t Primer type boxer 
i Bullet type lead 
Bullet dianeter 570 inches 
: Bullet weight 480 grains 
{ Muzzle velocity 1240 feet per second 


.AB-75 Winches ter: 


Other names A575 WCF. 
Type rimmed, necked, centre-fire 
overall Tength 2.25 inches 

Average weight. 600 grains 

Powder type black 


‘Approx. charge 75 grains 
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Primer type boxer 
Bullet type lead, flat nose 

bullet dianeter 45 inches 

Bullet weight 300 grains 

muzzle velocity 1380 feet per second 

Pressure 20,000 pounds per square inch. 


303 British Calibre: 
[AIT types from the black powder mark I amunition to the present day 

ark VII. 

The mark IIT Snider carbine issued to the W.W.N.P. was similar to the 
mark II Snider-Entield carbine which was 2 British conversion from the 
HP. 
came from the stores of the departnent of militia and defence at Kingston, 





percussion Enfield cavalry carbine. Most of those issued to the N.I 
Toronto and possibly Fort Garry. 


7.62 


In 1961 the Lee-Enfield .203 calibre rifle was officially replaced by the 
7.62 1m NATO, FN (CI) AL which uses an 144 gr, full Jacket bullet, velo- 
city 2750 plus or minus 40 ft. per second. There are, however, still @ 
considerable nunber of the Lee-Enfield rifles being used by the force 
across Canada. 


Source: Glenbow Archives, Calgary, Alberta. 
368.971 REGS 


See also: Adams, Forsman and Minni, Archaeological Investigations: Writing 
ee 
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LAYING OUT KIT FOR INSPEOTION 
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Figure 42: rger for Taying out kit for Jnspec 
CStSn freely fhe Br toeh 





2 Bictorfal Mistory oF the R.C.M.P.) 

















Figure 43: Aadges and buttons of the North Nest Hounted, Police 
orrall, The Pictorial History of the Royal 
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ABSTRACT 


Writing-on-Stone Provincial Park is located on the Milk River in the 
southernmost part of Alberta. This area is of interest for two reasons. 
One is the petroglyphs, ancient Indian art found on the rock walls of the 
river bank. The other is the North West Mounted Police outpost that was 
there from 1887 to 1918. In 1974, the Provincial Parks Division began 
reconstruction of several of the buildings of the mounted police post, as 
a permanent interpretive facility within the park boundaries. The present 
publication contains the report of historical research carried out as an 
adjunct to this reconstruction. 

Part I surveys the history of the post, including manpower and state 
reports. Part II consists of extracts from official documents of the time, 
dealing with the various structures at the post. Part III reports on food, 
dress, arms and furnishings in use at Writing-on-Stone, as described in the 
papers of Canada's mounted police force. Further background to this post 
and its reconstruction may be found in Archaeological Investigations: 


Writing-on-Stone N.W.M.P. Post by Adams, Forsman and Minni, published as 
Occasional Paper 4 in this series. 
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PART 1 


An Historical Interpretation of 
Writing-on-Stone NUMP Post 




















INTRODUCTION 


The North West Mounted Police outpost at Writing-on-Stone, Alberta, 
was not typical of the traditional idea of life in Canada's world famous 
police force. The glamour and excitement from the many histories of the 
force prove to be little more than figments of an over-fertile imagination 
when compared with the boredom, isolation and tedious hard work which were 
the norm for this small border detachment. Altruistic objectives such as 
the desire to bring law, order and justice to the wilds of the Canadian 
West may well have moved the men of Writing-on-Stone to join the force, 
but tracking down the occasional horse thief or serving as watchman for a 
herd of mange-infested cattle hardly fulfilled these objectives. Interest 
in the work and undying loyalty was not the order of the day for this re- 
mote outpost. The slogan "They always get their man", is an ironic one 
applied to life at outposts such as Writing-on-Stone. Judging from the 
police records, the mounties had as much trouble keeping their own men in 
tow as tracking down wanted criminals. 

This is not to downgrade the remarkable success of the N.W.M.P. in 
policing the expanses of the Canadian prairies. The task was formidable, 
and with the number of men available the results were nothing less than 
astonishing. Crimes which in the United States were a conmon occurrence 
such as stagecoach robbery, train robbery and the like, were relatively 
unknown north of the border, The police had a first-rate record in tracking 
down murderers, horse thieves, and those who attempted to circumvent the 
prohibition laws, the latter despite the gross unpopularity of the prohi- 
bition legislation. Yet for the men stationed at Writing-on-Stone, the 
pursuit of dangerous criminals and other such activities, which we associate 
with life in the N.W.M.P., were the exception rather than the rule. The 
daily routine at the outpost, the weekly patrols, the quarantine duty, and 
customs service only infrequently interrupted by sallies to recapture an 
escaped convict, may best be described as mundane. The work of the con- 
stables and non-commissioned officers stationed at Writing-on-Stone was 
‘important, but under no circumstances could it be considered either overly 
exciting or unduly challenging. 

The work was demanding, usually tedious, and always financially unre- 
warding. But such was life within Canada's mounted police force, and such 
is the stuff of which history is made. 
















ESTABLISHMENT OF OUTPOST, CONSTRUCTION, AND EARLY HISTORY 





In March 1887, a conference was held in Lethbridge by Superintendent 
NcllIree of "A" Division, Maple Creek; Superintendent Neale of “H" Divi- 
sion, Fort Macleod; and Superintendent Steele of "D" Division, Lethbridge. 
The purpose of the meeting was to make arrangenents for the spring patrols 
to police the southeastern region of Alberta, and the immediate result was 
the departure of Steele and police scout Jerry Potts to select suitable 
sites for patrol camps along the Milk River. hen Steele returned in 
early April, he recommended that frontier outposts be established at 
Kipp's Coulee, the west end of Milk River Ridge, Writing-on-Stone and 
Pendant d'Oreille (pronounced pawn door eye). The last two were suitable 
for detachments "as they are situated in places where the river may be 
forded easily when the water is very high, and the banks being accessible 
are much used by travellers and law-breakers in crossing the boundary". 

An additional reason for the selection of the Writing-on-Stone site was 

its proximity to the Sweetgrass Hills and the mining camp located there. 
Richard Burton Deane, soon to be superintendent of "K" Division stationed 
at Lethbridge, felt that the post was in the right spot to curtail some 

of the rowdiness which would inevitably overflow the boundary.? 

Once Steele had decided on the location of the boundary detachments, 
action was taken to make them operational. On April 8, Inspector Zachary 
Taylor Wood was dispatched to the Nilk River with the necessary men and 
supplies. A fierce blizzard on the morning of the 11th temporarily de- 
layed the patrol, but by Friday the 1Sth Wood had achieved his objective. 

In accordance with Steele's orders, he had stationed two constables at 
Kipp's Coulee, and one sergeant and six constables each at Milk River 
Ridge, Pendant d*Oreille, and Writing-on-Stone,* which was the adninistra- 
tion centre for all the patrol camps. 

Once the camp at Writing-on-Stone was operational, daily patrols to 
the boundary Tine were instituted. Steele reported that "nen with field 
glasses, situated on high hills, but concealed as much as possible"® were 
constantly on the lookout for strangers and roving bands of feuding Indians. 
So effective was this patrol system that it was almost impossible for any 
critter, whether of the two or four-legged variety, to cross the line 
without at least one menber of the force being aware of it. The weather 





played havoc with the tent-bound outposts, although it failed to deter the 
men from executing their duty. In his diary for 1887, Inspector Wood tells 
how the wind and rain kept the men from getting the sleep they needed: 
Apri] 27. Up at 7 a.m., not having slept much owing to flapping of tent 
in wind, and the bedstead of brush. Start out with two men, but wind 


blowing a gale in our teeth. Reach camp at 4 p.m., nearly blown to pieces. 
Tents almost blown down and stoves have to be dismantled. 


April 30. Rain, wind, sleet and snow all day Jong.® 


In May 1887, orders were received from Ottawa to the effect that "0" 
Division was to hold itself in readiness for transfer to the Kootenay 
district in British Columbia. To facilitate the move, Superintendent 
Steele was instructed to relieve the men posted at the Milk River outposts; 
he dispatched Inspector H.D. Likely to liriting-on-Stone to replace Z.T. 
Wiood. The transfer of power from "D" to "K" Division, the latter formerly 
stationed in Battleford, made little or no change in the work done by the 
boundary outposts, but Likely's performance as temporary commanding officer 
of the southern detachnents was far from outstanding. He exercised his 
duties so badly, in fact, that Superintendent Neale commented on the in- 
efficiency. "The only position he {Likely] is suited for," remarked 
Neale, “is that of an active quartermaster. . . . He cannot ride and knows 
absolutely nothing about drills."’ Whether or not desertions can be blamed 
on the officer in command, it remains a fact that a bare four days after 
Likely took over at Writing-on-Stone, Constable William Charles Nunn de- 
serted.® It seens clear that the inspector's lack of authority, plus the 
constable's unruly tendencies (he was sentenced to one month's hard labour 
in March 1887 for refusing to obey an order) account for this unfortunate 
episode. Once Likely's tour of duty terminated, command of the frontier 
outposts reverted permanently to "k" Division. In June, Likely was re- 
Vieved by Inspector E. Bradley, and he in turn was replaced by 
H. White-Fraser. 

During this time, the Indians continued to be the major source of dis- 
quiet in southern Alberta. In June of 1887 a peace treaty was signed with 
the Bloods, Assiniboines and Gros Ventres, contributing to a marked decline 
in the notorious horse stealing raids.. But horse stealing was a much ad= 
mired pastime, if not an occupation, among the Plains Indians, and it had 
always been clear that it would take more than a piece of paper to elim- 








































inate it entirely. A Peigan chief named White Calf tells how the Indians 
proceeded with the raids despite the existence of frontier outposts like 
Wiriting-on-Stone: 





We went to the place where Bad Head had been killed, and from there we 
=... reached Writing-on-Stone. AS we approached it, Prairie Chicken 
O14 flan scouted ahead to see whether there were any Mounties around. (Hel 
did not spot any police, so we made our canp near Writing-on-Stone. But 
no sooner had we gotten settled than we heard a noise. Tt was daylight 
now, but very foggy, and we did not have any field glasses. So when We 
heard the noise we Broke canp and moved southeast across the Nedicine Line 
[the international boundary] into the United States. 
With the onset of the winter snows, the nefarious activities of the 
Indians more or less came to a halt, and the boundary detachments of "Kk" 
Division were brought into the Lethbridge barracks for the winter. But 

the behaviour of the men during their eight-month sojourn on the prairies 
had not gone unnoticed. Both L.W. Herchmer, the commissioner of the 
N.W.N.P., and his assistant W.M. Herchmer were convinced that the patrol 
system was a necessary aid to the peacekeeping activities of the force. 

In their various reports for 1887, they reconnended that permanent barracks, 
with the concomitant amenities of a stable and a corral, be built the 
Following year. 1° 





In April 1888 detachments were once again posted at the selected sites 
along the Milk River, Snow storms temporarily delayed the trek from 
Lethbridge, and it was not until the end of the month that the men actually 
arrived at their outposts. At Writing-on-Stone the work of the new year 
was much the same as that of the old. Patrolling was begun on a regular 
basis and those of the detachment who were not required for this particular 
duty, busied themselves with cutting logs for the permanent buildings pro- 
Jected for the following year.'! A portable forge was also dispatched to 
Writing-on-Stone in the spring of 1888, and Constable McRae, the assistant 
blacksmith at Lethbridge, was kept fully occupied. !# 

Unfortunately for the men stationed at Writing-on-Stone, the patrolling 
season of 1888 was not noted for its tranquility. A wind storm struck the 
outpost during the first week of June, and in early September a prairie 
fire completely burned out the campsite.!? The horses, too, were not 
exempt from the fury of the gods. An epidemic of typhoid influenza broke 
out in Septenber, and before it abated the majority of horses billeted at 
the outpost had died.'* These misfortunes not only delayed retrieval of 





the logs which had been cut for next year's construction, but also forced 
the relocation of the camp. Just after the outbreak of influenza the out~ 
post was moved three miles down river in the hope that the disease would 
not spread to all the animats.'® 

Another unpropitious event which occurred during 1888 was the desertion 
of Constable Jolliffe. Deane reported that @ four-horse teanster by the 
name of Constable Findlay instigated the deed while the two were conveying 
provisions to the frontier outposts. It seems he convinced Jolliffe that 
desertion was a more attractive alternative to continued service in the 
police force, and on May 21, both men crossed the boundary into the United 
states. '6 

By far the most exciting incident of 1888 was the border detachnent's 
involvenent in the Max Hoppe murder case. A fugitive from the United 
States charged with the murder of one John Adams, Hoppe found his way to 
Writing-on'-Stone in mid-May and was promptly arrested by Constable Elliot 
for petty theft. Sergeant Halliday escorted Hoppe into division head- 
quarters whence he was extradited to Fort Benton, Montana, where he was 
tried by a jury and sentenced to twenty years in the penitentiary. The 
entire episode was closely followed in the Lethbridge News and the men of 
Writing-on-Stone were praised for their action in bringing the man to 
justice.'7 

hen the Writing-on-Stone outpost was first established in 1887, it was 
intended that permanent buildings would be erected within one year. As we 
have seen, the influenza epdemic of 1888 temporarily suspended this plan, 
but in the sunmer of 1889 construction was begun on the barrack building, 
the stable and the hay corral. Deane reported that the cutting of addi- 
tional logs began in June and that all the work was done by the division, 
supervised by Staff Sergeant Keenan.!® He stated further that while up 
to $1,100 was allotted for the construction of three frontier outposts, 
only $975 was actually expended. Construction costs for Writing-on-Stone 
totalled a mere $291.90.'9 staff Sergeant Keenan, despite suffering from 
dysentery, did an adnirable job of construction, so much so in fact that 
the minister of customs, Mr. McKenzie Bowell, said he "had not seen many 
better log houses even in Ontario".°0 The barrack building measured 24 
feet by 18 feet with a small lean-to kitchen 12 feet by 16 feet. Beneath 
the kitchen a "good cellar" was dug and the roof of the entire complex 














was shingled. The stable, the roof of which was also shingled, measured 
18 feet by 30 feet and was supposed to hold up to ten horses.°! The hay 
corral measured 55 feet by 40 feet, and in Decenber 1889 contained some 
20 tons of hay.22 Monty Baker, who inspected the camp in early October, 
reported that the buildings had been plastered inside with Time and out- | 
side with clay. He concluded his weekly report with the prediction that 
the coming winter would find the men of Writing-on-Stone comfortably \ 
housed.2? | 
Construction work, however, was not the sole activity of the detachment 
during 1889. Daily patrols were assiduously maintained, the six to twelve | 
horses travelling on the average of 350 miles per week.“* Unfortunately, 
"Kk Division, the Kriting-on-Stone detach- 





desertions continued to plague 
ment accounting for eighteen per cent of the total. In April Constable 
Squires deserted and in June Constable Skirts did the same.°® Deane was { 
far from remorseful at the loss of these men, in fact he admitted that 
having suffered through the pangs of parting, he was not at all anxious 
to renew their acquaintance. 
With the coming of spring 1890, construction began anew at Writing-on- 
Stone. A lean-to was added to the barrack building, 16 feet by 20 feet, 
and a blacksmith shop was built, 18 feet by 24 feet.?© The former, in- 
tended as rooms for an officer and the N.C.0. in charge of the detachment, ! 
had a shingle roofs a corral, 36 feet by 24 feet, four rails high with a 
shelter at one end; and a stone store-house, 20 feet by 16 feet. According 
to Deane, the storehouse was not finished during the regular construction 
season.2” Although this is not clear, it seems that storm porches could 
also have been added to both the front and back doors of the barrack 
building in 1890. Unfortunately, the wording of the weekly, monthly, and 
annual reports of the superintendents is such that various conclusions can 
be drawn fron one and the sane reference. 

There are many references to prairie fires in the early history of 
Weiting-on-Stone. Situated in the centre of an often drought-stricken 
prairie, the detachnent was regularly called upon to fight these destruc- 
tive conflagrations. Sparks from the engines of passing trains were the 
mnost frequent cause of fires, although careless cowboys may have contrib- 
uted. The first fire started by a train in the vicinity of Writing-on- 
Stone began on Novenber 20, 1890, originating just below the international 





boundary to the southeast of the outpost. The fire made its way north in 
no time. The brother of Montana Governor Joseph K. Toole dispatched a 
cowman to warn the detachment, although the flames travelled at such a 
speed that he had a hard time to keep ahead of it. This fire was even- 
tually brought under control by the men of Writing-on-Stone waging the 
battle for ten and one-half hours.”® 

On 25 July 1890, Constable W.S. Young absented himself from Writing-on- 
Stone; he went south and has not been seen since. Desertions, and even 
more commonly drunkenness, continued to plague the border outposts during 
this time. These were isolated posts where the daily routine was tedious 
and the living conditions were downright primitive (where prisoners in the 
Lethbridge guardhouse slept on cots, the police had to Tie down on wooden 
trestles). While we may not condone the actions of such as Constable Young, 
we can appreciate that one might develop an antipathy to a hard Tife that 
had little to offer in the way of security, creature comforts, or financial 
rewards. 

Towards the end of 1890, Deane received instructions from the commis- 
sioner ordering all frontier outposts reduced to three men each during the 
winter months, one corporal and two constables. The superintendent, who 
was always ready to tangle with the irascible L.W. Herchmer, eventually 
acceded to the demand but not before he informed his superior of the dire 
consequences of such a move. "I do not hesitate to say," he remarked in 
November "that when our frontier posts are depleted wholesale smuggling 
will take place right along the border. . . ."2? unable to conceal his 
Jack of confidence in Herchmer's judgment he concluded his presentation 
with the sarcastic comment "but in view of your instructions my duty 
terminates with that representation". Corporal Higginbotham and two con- 
stables kept watch at Writing-on-Stone for the winter of 1890. 

Although construction of the major buildings at Writing-on-Stone had 
been completed by 1890, there were minor additions and a number of major 
repairs during the following years. In 1892, the barrack building was 
sheathed with Manila paper and wood and in the following year part of ae 
kitchen roof was re-shingled and Corporal Dickson's room was fumigated, >! 
Fumigation was repeated in 1895, because the detachment was continually 
bothered by bugs. Staff Sergeant Belcher remarked that he had caught a 
dozen of the nasty creatures in his room, dropping from the ceiling onto 
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his bed.* New sills were installed under the barracks in 1896-1897 and 


at regular intervals the structure was remudded, white-washed and painted | 
inside.°? In 1915, major repairs were undertaken on most of the buildings 
at the outpost; the purchase list for the project suggests that the bar- 
racks was re-shingled and repainted on the inside.°* The last reference 
to the condition of the buildings came in March 1918, just two months 
prior to their permanent closure. At that time Inspector Chaney reported 
that Writing-on-Stone was in very satisfactory condition. °° 

The blacksmith shop at Writing-on-Stone had a rather tempestuous his- 
tory. In 1893 the structure was destroyed by fire, and in 1908 the re- 
constructed shop was washed away ina flood. The circumstances surrounding 
the fire are clouded in controversy because the investigation carried out 
by Inspector Morris was “carelessly conducted and incomplete in its re- 
sults".%® The inspector's irregular procedures in determining the loss 
sustained at the outpost caused his men to question his veracity. The 
commissioner as well as Superintendent Deane were of the opinion that 
Inspector Morris was to blane for the misunderstanding and censured him 
accordingly. The building itself was easily replaced, the logs being 
hauled from Pendant d'Oreille, 35 miles east of Writing-on-Stone. One 
report suggests that the new structure would be relocated south and a 
little east of the stable, because then, in case of another fire,, the 
sparks would be out of the direct line of the hay stack.°” There is no 
evidence that this was done, hovever, and probably the new blacksmith shop 
~-24 feet by 22 feet with a "squeezer" attached-- was rebuilt on the orig- 
inal site. 8 

On June 6, 1908, the Milk River rose 12 feet in two hours. The casu- 
alties of this unprecedented catastrophe included the latrine, portions 
of the fence, and the entire blacksmith shop. After the water had sub- 
sided and the damage was assessed, Superintendent J.0. Wilson, officer 
commanding the Lethbridge district, recommended that a new blacksmith shop 
be erected at either Writing-on-Stone or Coutts. It is clear that the 
latter was the final choice, since there is no further reference to a black- 
smith shop at Writing-on-Stone after this date. 

Following its construction in 1889, the stable at Writing-on-Stone 
underwent major repairs twice. In September 1895, an iron rod 18 feet 
long was inserted in the roof to prevent it from spreading, and in 
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October 1906, 1,000 feet of planking was added to the floor.” The coming 
of spring usually saw the re-mudding and whitewashing of the buildings as 
well. The lean-to horse shelter attached to the north wall of the stable, 
however, had a history similar to that of the blacksmith shop. By 1894 
the original structure was gone and had been replaced by a sod stable, 
estimated to hold up to ten horses." In the autumn of 1902, this struc 
ture was in turn torn down and replaced by a lean-to built on the west 
wall of the stable. Since the nunber of men posted at Writing-on-Stone 
had declined markedly following the Klondike Gold Rush and the South 
African War, it was no longer necessary to house large numbers of horses. 
The new lean-to therefore provided but four extra stalls.4% 

On the east side of the stable, although not directly attached to it, 
was the storage or tack room. Completed in 1891, the floor of this build- 
ing was three feet below ground and the walls, constructed entirely of 
sandstone, were six feet high.“ In duly 1893, a new roof was constructed 
and in May 1902, $20 was allotted for the same repairs.*® 1t appears, how- 
ever, that these repairs were never made, because in July 1902, the assist- 
ant commissioner commented that the building was unfit for use and could 
do with a new roof.*© An obscure reference in the Novenber 1903 monthly 
report also noted that repairs were needed on the tack room, although it 
is reasonably certain that the building saw Tittle use following 1902.4 

Of the remaining buildings at Writing-on-Stone, the coal shed deserves 
at least a passing mention. Coal was used to heat the detachment build- 
ings and prior to 1908 the blacksmith shop was in constant need of it as 
well. According to police records there were at least two, and possibly 
three, coal sheds at Writing-on-Stone. The first was constructed in 1890, 
and measured ten feet by 12 feet. Although this is not certain, it seems 
that repairs were undertaken on the structure in the sunmer of 1893, at 
least to the extent that shingles were placed on the roof.*® The second 
building was erected in the fall of 1895. Local sandstone was used in 
the construction and it was reported that 200 feet of Tunber were required 
to make doors for the building, as well as for other repairs at the out- 
post.4? In July 1902, a bare two months after the shed's roof had been 
renewed, the assistant commissioner noted that a new coal shed needed to 
be built.52 There seems to be no written evidence that this was done, 
but photographs and recent archaeological investigations reveal that a 





12 


shed was built along the west wall of the barrack building in 1915. It 
measured approximately six feet square and is said to have been shingle 
Assistant Conmissioner McI11ree's recommendation was obviously not fol- 
lowed immediately, but bureaucracies sometimes operate at incredibly slow 
speeds. It is not surprising that the powers that be within the Mounted 
Police should have taken 13 years to build a coal shed. 
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THE EVER-PRESENT MOUNTED POLICE 


While construction proceeded apace at Writing-on-Stone, the problem 
of prairie fires continued to plague the detachment. Trains were still 
the main cause of these conflagrations, so much so in fact that Deane 
was forced to conment: 


The whole country has been literally burnt up by fires started in most 
cases by trains. . . . We have systematically examined the engines to 
see if they were fitted with spark arresters, and experience goes to 
show that they are no protection whatever. ! 


His remarks came at the end of a particularly disastrous fire year for 
the Lethbridge district. In July 1893, a fire burned a large portion of 
the quarantine reserve at Writing-on-Stone, and later that summer yet 

another fire swept down from the Lethbridge-to-Medicine Hat railway line 
and completely destroyed the hay camp at the same outpost. In a report 
dated August 1, 1893, Corporal Richardson, N.C.0. in charge of Writing- 
on-Stone, described his detachment's efforts to arrest the first blaze: 


1 saw smoke which appeared to come from the southern part of the Quaran- 
tine reserve. I immediately sent out Const. Moran to discover where- 
abouts the smoke was coming from, he came back and reported that there 
was a large prairie fire burning on the quarantine reserve and that it 
appeared to have come from the American side. Const. Pratt and myself 
‘immediately started out to see what we could do in the way of fighting 
the fire, but there was a strong wind blowing that it was impossible for 
us to cope with it. I therefore sent a despatch to Corp. Caudle for all 
the assistance he could render, he sent me a team, water and four men 
and we fought it on the north Side of the trail to the mouth of the Red 
River, then crossing the burnt ground to the other side we put it out on 
that side, but a strong gale got up and we were too small a party to 
master-it. I then rode around and saw that it was burning so close to 
Milk River that it would do no damage in that locality so I told the men 
they could go home it being 3 or 4 in the morning as far as I could 
judge. Const. Pratt and I then rode the outskirts of the fire, and saw 
that the wind on the east side was so strong that it was gradually blow- 
ing it out. Monday morning I sent Const. Noran out to ride the quaran- 
tine reserve and to see that the fire in the vicinity was all out. He 
came back about 5 pm and reported that he had seen several patches ablaze 
but had pyt them all out. Fire is out now in the vicinity of Writing 
on Stone. 


The absence of prairie fires in 1894 gave the Writing-on-Stone detach- 
ment one easy summer, but they were soon given more than enough to keep 
them occupied. In May 1895, a blaze swept down from the Sweetgrass Hills 
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of Montana, and before it was extinguished it burned an estimated 23,000 
acres south of the Milk River.° There is evidence too, that in August 
1897 an even more destructive fire was started in the region of Writing- 
on-Stone. It had apparently broken out about two miles south of the MiTk 
River Ridge outpost, and within 24 hours it burned practically the whole 
of the quarantine ground, making its way some 34 miles west of Writing- 
on-Stone. Police records estimated that this fire destroyed in the 
neighbourhood of 160,000 acres.* 

When the settlers began to arrive in the late 1890s, the frequency of 
the prairie blazes abated somewhat. Cultivation of the land and the fact 
that more men were now available to conbat the fires account for the re- 
duction. Occasional flare-ups, however, could still be ruinous. For 
example, a fire which started in April 1903, burned over seven or efght 
townships before it was brought under control. Superintendent J.V. Begin, 
officer conmanding the Lethbridge district, reported that it took the 
combined efforts of the police "and all available settlers" to bring the 
blaze under control. Even at that, the battle had to be waged for “over 
two days and nights".° 

Perhaps the most important service provided by the men at Writing-on- 
Stone was the maintenance of the quarantine reserve, keeping it clear of 
American cattle. Under the Animal Contagious Disease Act, quarantine 
regulations were established in 1887 requiring all cattle, with the ex- 
ception of those required for breeding purposes and those which entered 
‘the country duty-free as part of settlers’ personal effects, to be subject 
to inspection and held in quarantine for 90 days.© From 1887 to 1892, 
the quarantine reserve consisted of all land, two townships deep, from 
the western boundary of Nanitoba to the base of the Rocky Mountains. An 
order-in-counci] dated September 17, 1892, reduced this area to three 
smal] sections of land against the northern boundary of Montana. This 
second reservation consisted of "that section of country between the Milk 
River on the north and the international boundary on the south, with 
iriting-on-Stone Coulee on the east and the Right of Way of the Alberta 
Railway and Coal Company's ine on the west.” 

The promulgation of the quarantine legislation in 1887 did not inme- 
diately result in an undue amount of work for the men stationed at Writing- 
on-Stone, Settlers were still few and far between and as far as quaran- 
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i tine work was concerned, the only thing which distinguished the Writing 
on-Stone detachment was the repeated appearance of “Nothing of Importance” 
in the Nonthly Reports. By 1890, however, Anerican cattle were "straying" 
north in ever-increasing nunbers. Deane, not entirely convinced that the 
movement was accidental, wrote to the Montana Stock Growers Association, 
informing them that "the Police had received definite instructions to 
keep the Canadian quarantine ground clear”.° At the same time he realized 
that enforcement of the regulations was all but impossible. "It goes 
without saying," he reported in 1890, “that cattle cannot be educated to 
respect an imaginary line--they will go to water--and the water they can- 
t not be prevented fron seeking is that of the Milk River".° In contra- 
vention of Canadian legislation, Deane established the Milk River as the 
de facto international boundary as far as cattle were concerned. 

If American cattle were allowed to graze north of the border, American 
and Canadian settlers who deliberately ignored the quarantine regulations 
were seldom treated with the same leniency. When an Anerican sheep rancher 
by the name of J.L. Grant tried to establish himself on the reserve in 
August 1892, he was curtly informed that he would have to remove his 
entire outfit.!° In 1897, a similar action was taken against a Morman 
by the name of Perrett who had brought in 2800 head of sheep from Cardston.! 
Interestingly enough, both gentlemen maintained that they had been given 
official permission to settle on the quarantine grounds, but subsequent 
police investigation revealed that the Dominion Lands Agent had issued no 
such authorization. Accordingly, the police turned the sheep men off the 
land. 

Inasmuch as Anerican cattle presented a problem to the Canadian author~ 
ities, it must be mentioned that a number of Anerican ranch owners did 
their best to keep the difficulty at a minimum, In Decenber 1892, the 
Circle Ranch, run by the Conrad Brothers, posted a range rider on the 
Canadian side of the border to drive back cattle which had accidentally 
strayed north.!@ In 1896, the Flowerree and Company ranch contributed 
an additional man, and in 1901 it was reported that Writing-on-Stone, 
Coutts, and Pendant d'Oreille each housed a range rider provided by 
American ranchers.!? With the exception of a few minor run-ins with the 
American ranchers, Superintendent Deane and his subordinates were very 
impressed with the work done by the range riders and occasionally went 
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so far as to deprecate the complaints submitted by Canadian settlers. 
In a letter to the commissioner on January 1, 1901, Deane commented that 
“we require the cooperation of the authorities and men of standing on the 
other side of the line, and they have lately shown and are now showing : 
how willing they are to help... ". He remarked further that "the : 
public domain of Canada along the Milk River suffers very little damage 
from the occasional incursion of cattle from Montana, . .".!® 
If the officers of the Lethbridge district were appreciative of Anerican 
assistance, the commissioner, assistant commissioner, and comptroller of 
the force were upset with the practice of housing these range riders at 
border detachments free of cost. Assistant Commissioner J.H. McITIree 
argued that the Anericans' practice of supplying fresh beef to the de- 
tachments in exchange for board and room was highly objectionable and 
could lead to varied misunderstandings.'® The comptroller concurred with 
his colleague's views and recommended that in future the police pay for 
any beef the riders might supply to them.|7 These recommendations, in 
slightly amended form, were eventually acted upon. On November 26, 1902, 
a letter was sent to Inspector J.V. degin in Lethbridge informing him 
that "In future American Line Riders will not be permitted to live reg- 
ularly at any Police Detachment" and that the detachments “are on no 
account to accept beef from any Anerican cattle men".!© 
In spite of the efforts of both the police and the American Tine riders 
to keep the U.S. cattle south of the line, they persistently drifted 
northwards. By the turn of the century the problem was compounded by 
U.S. ranchers, who, in order to evade Canadian customs and veterinary 
inspections, crossed their cattle at a nunber of points along the border. 
By 1903, Superintendent Begin was urgently requesting that three addi- 
tional men be posted at the boundary detachments in order to conbat this 
problem.'? The civilian authorities in Ottawa were also concerned with 
the encroachment of Anerican cattle on Canadian settlers. On January 9, 
1903, Commissioner of Customs John McDougald issued the following edict 
which was to be posted along the boundary line: 
Round-up parties entering Canada for the purpose of taking out cattle or 
other live stock are required to report at the nearest custom house after 
crossing the frontier, and obtain a permit fron a custom officer in the 


regular way. This permit will be subject to the conditions that the 
round-up while in Canada shall be accompanied by a member of the Police 
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force, or by an officer of customs, whose duty it will be especially to 
see that Canadian cattle are not disturbed on their ranges, and that 
American live stock are taken across the line and properly reported out- 
wards and also that foreign live stock unentered for duty are not branded 
on Canadian territory. 

The pasturing of foreign live stock is not permitted without duty entry 
at the Customs house. The owners will be held strictly accountable after 
June 1, 1903, for keeping foreign live stock out of Canada, under penalty 
of seizure and forfeiture. Casual "estrays" will be specially dealt with 
from time to time, but the onus of proof that cattle are “estrays" in any 
instance will rest on their owners. 20 


McDougald's edict naturally placed added strain on the already depleted 
resources of the Writing-on-Stone detachment. Two men were requisitioned 
specifically for cattle patrol, leaving only one man stationed permanently 
at the barracks. In addition to these special patrols. one constable was 
also instructed to accompany each round-up before June 1, and check the 
nunber of cattle involved. And if these measures proved ineffective, 
orders were issued that a police round-up would follow the American one. 
ison d'etre for the N.W.M.P. in 
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Cattle, it seems, had now become the 





southern Alberta. 

It is doubtful whether the N.W.M.P. were originally intended to serve 
as preventive customs officers along the international boundary, but the 
services the force provided after assuming the position were invaluable. 
For the most part, the duties related to foreign cattle illegally crossing 
the border, but occasionally the police were called upon to investigate a 
local smuggler or to discover the whereabouts of horses which had myste- 
riously disappeared from ranches on both sides of the border. It is not 
clear when exactly they assumed these functions, but from police records 
one can speculate that they began in or about the fall of 1891.22 

When the N.W.M.P. first arrived in the Canadian West, horse stealing 
was more or less the preserve of the Indians. They prided themselves on 
their ability to abscond with their enemies’ horses, and the lack of 
effective patrols along the boundary allowed such activities to go un- 
punished. The appearance of settlers in the mid-1890s forced the Indians 
into the background, but unfortunately it did not do away with their much 
admired pastime. Horse stealing and smuggling was now taken up by the 
white men, and regrettably, they were as efficient and cunning as their 
Indian predecessors. 

While the history of the Writing-on-Stone detachment contains many tales 
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of horse thieves, one incident deserves special mention because it shows 
how dependent the customs officials were on the police. The incident re- 
volved around one G.H. Hughes, a special officer of customs at Coutts, who 
maintained that the lack of police assistance in July 1913 had prevented : 
him from apprehending horse smugglers operating in the vicinity of Writing- i 
on-Stone. The charge was completely lacking in truth, but the investiga- 
tion conducted by Superintendent J.0. Wilson revealed far more than mere 
ineptitude on the part of the customs official. On the night of July 19, 
1973, Hughes reported to Superintendent Wilson that he had seen some 150 
head of horses with four riders and a wagon heading north between Police 
Coulee and the Erickson bridge. He maintained that at the time he was 
returning from an easterly patrol along the boundary and was unable to 
stop the outfit owing to lack of police protection. Wilson, upset at the 
prospect of smugglers escaping their due punishment, telephoned innediately 
to Sergeant H.U. Green, the N.C.0. in charge of the line detachment, asking 
that he undertake @ thorough search for the smugglers. An altercation 
between Green and Wilson was the first fruit of this request, but be that 
as it may, a thorough search was undertaken with little or no positive re- 
sults. Constable J.D. McDowell of Coutts and Constable F.£. Torpey of 
Writing-on-Stone who patrolled the area on the 20th “failed to locate any 
such bunch [of horses] in the south country".23 A subsequent investiga 
tion conducted by Corporal A.P. White, the N.C.0. in charge of Writing- 
on-Stone, on the 23rd was only slightly more productive. Numerous settlers 
said that they had seen a herd of horses but no one had seen the wagon or 
the four riders. To confirm that the smugglers had not eluded the southern 
detachments and travelled farther north, the Grassy Lake detachment was 
also requested to conduct a search. In a report dated July 23, Sergeant 
C.d. Coleridge reported that “I had satisfied myself that no hundred head 
of horses had come north at all. . .".24 

Once the police investigation had been completed, Wilson reported to 
the commissioner that he was perfectly satisfied no such outfit had passed 
through the Writing-on-Stone area. He denied categorically Hughes’ alle- 
gation that the police had not provided sufficient protection and main- 
tained further that the customs officer could not realistically expect the 
police to accompany him on all his trips.°° Whether or not the horses 
were smuggled across the border will probably never be known. Fortunately 
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this incident was not typical of the relationship between customs officer 
and preventive officer. Had it been, the customs officers would have come 
out looking very bad indeed. They issued orders and complained bitterly 
when things went wrong, but the police did all the work. 

In July 1915, the men from Writing-on-Stone were involved in yet another 
controversial incident, related to their duties as preventive officers. 
On this occasion, however, the men were severely reprimanded for what the 
conmissioner considered irresponsible and improper conduct. The incident 
revolved around the allegedly improper seizure of a bull by men stationed 
at the outpost, and a complaint lodged by A.J. King, the collector of 
customs at Great Falls, Montana, which occasioned the police investigation. 

On July 15, 1915, Constables R. Eland and W.D. Wightman crossed the 
international boundary and seized a bull belonging to Mr. Peter Bielen, a 
Canadian cattleman whose ranch was located on the border to the southeast 
of Writing-on-Stone. The bull had apparently been purchased from an 
‘American rancher two years previous and was suspected not to have been 
entered at the customs house at Coutts. Bielen's trial was held on duly 
29 before Justices of the Peace R.A. Wynn and T. Verburg. The accused 
pleaded guilty and was ordered to pay fifty dollars in fines plus court 
costs. The amount totalled seventy-five dollars and seventy-five cents. 

Ordinarily this would have been the end of the case, but the day after 
the trial two U.S. citizens, plus Mr. and Mrs. Peter Bielen and son Charles, 
filed affidavits in Sweetgrass alleging impropriety on the part of the 
R.NLW.M.P. officials. Mr. King concurred with these views and in a letter 
to the commissioner on August 7, claimed that the action of the police 
was “a serious infraction of the laws of the United States and a violation 
of the fundamental rights of residents of the United States".°7 Since the 
reputation of the force would suffer if the matter were not thoroughly 
investigated, Commissioner A. Bowen Perry instructed Inspector F.W. Chaney 
to look into the matter. 

On the 16th of August 1915, at Writing-on-Stone, Inspector Chaney's 
board of inquiry was convened and two charges were formally laid against 
Constable R. Eland: 
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(1) 0n or about the 15th. day of July, 1915 [he did] enter the United 
States of America in uniform contrary to Para. 34 R& R.'09. 

(2) On or about the 15th. day of July 1915 being senior Constable in 
charge of the patrol [he did] neglect his duty in allowing Reg. No. 5902, 
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Constable Wightman, W.D., to enter the United States of America in uniform 
contrary to Para. 34R. &R. '09.28 
The evidence for the prosecution consisted entirely of Constable Wightman's 
testimony as to the circumstances surrounding the seizure. The questions 
posed by Inspector Chaney dwelt mostly on the attire worn by the two con- 
stables and whether or not any arms were carried across the border. The 
case for the defence included Eland's account of the incident and corrob- 
orative statements by Constable C. Lodder of Writing-on-Stone and Thomas 
Samuel Price, the sub-collector of customs at Coutts. Price maintained 
resolutely that Constable Eland's behaviour was beyond reproach and that 
it was the accepted custom of the country for riders to cross the border 
and round up stock which had accidentally strayed. Chaney's verdict re- 
flected Price's evaluation of the incident. Eland was adjudged not guilty 
and both charges were dismissed. The minutes of adjudication read as 
follows: 
Although according to the evidence the accused allowed Constable Wightman 
to enter the United States of America in uniform and I am of the opinion 
that he did so in absolute good faith, and is quite innocent of any intent 
to violate Para, 34 of R. &R. '09. Not only so, but also that he con- 
sientiously [sic] believed that under this para. he was privileged to use 
his discretion as to whether he considered it necessary in performance of 
his duty, to enter the United States of America, in uniform. Delay in 
acting in this particular case according to his evidence, would have allowed 
the Guilty party to escape prosecution.9 

Once again, one would have expected the case to end here, but on this 
occasion the commissioner and comptroller of the police force were dis- 
satisfied with the final results of the inquiry. Commissioner Perry argued 
that Eland should have been convicted for perpetrating what was obviously 
an illegal act and that the customs of the country had absolutely nothing 
to do with it. While it would have been bad form to overrule Inspector 
Chaney's decision, Perry did write to the officer commanding the Lethbridge 
district, insisting that Constable Eland be reprimanded and removed from 
duty along the international boundary.°° Only after this was done did the 
commissioner formally express his regrets to the United States Customs 
Service. 

In 1886, Commissioner L.W. Herchmer observed that "The enforcement of 
the liquor law is the most disagreeable and trying service the North-West 
Mounted Police have to discharge, and in this particular service, more 
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than in any other, our weakness is apparent”.°! 
Herchner's views on this subject were unanimously endorsed by his sub- 
ordinates, including Superintendent Deane. The laws governing prohibition 
were viewed by one and all to be archaic and an insult to freedom-loving 
men. "Men cannot live by bread alone" may have been a cliche, but for 
the thirsty citizens of the Canadian West, including the menbers of the 
N.W.M.P., it was the unvarnished truth. 

By the law of 1873, the manufacture of liquor or its importation into 
the North-Nest Territories was prohibited except by permission of the 
Lieutenant-Governor.?2 For the men stationed at Nriting-on-Stone, en 
forcement of the act inevitably meant scouring the countryside in search 
of whiskey smugglers from Montana, specifically Fort Benton. The unpop- 
ularity of the legislation naturally made this task close to impossible, 
but to add to the difficulty, the country surrounding Writing-on-Stone 
contained many coulees where the culprits could easily cache their goods 
and themselves avoid police detection. It is not too much to say that the 
smuggling of liquor in southern Alberta was @ very profitable business 
indeed, and as long as the demand existed there was little or nothing the 
N.W.M.P. could do, or for that matter wanted to do, to arrest the illicit 
traffic. 

Perhaps the most amusing aspect of the prohibition era was the inge- 
nious ways which the smugglers found to transport their goods across the 
border. Since outposts the likes of Wiriting-on-Stone were strategically 
located along the entire length of the boundary, it was necessary that 
the traffickers travel at night. Horse-drawn wagons were the usual mode 
of transportation and twenty to thirty miles was the average distance 
traversed in any one day. But that was all that one could realistically 
predict regarding the resourceful smugglers. The means employed to trans- 
port the illicit product beggared the imagination. It was brought across 
the Tine secreted in packages of merchandise; in tinned fruit and vege- 


Strange as it may seem, 


tables; in casks of flour and sugar; in carloads of hogs or lumber; and 
as eggs. An unusually high number of “pregnant” women were also reported 
to have crossed the border stations during the prohibition period. Sur- 
prisingly enough, the very same women suffered "miscarriages" once they 
had crossed the line. A passage from the Royal Commission on Liquor 
‘Traffic in Canada (1895) outlines how the smugglers capitalized on the 
frequent train service between Nontana and southern Alberta and between 











British Columbia and Alberta: 


A whiskey man would go west in the morning and engage a Pullman berth at 
a place where the train stops half an hour for supper. During the tine 
jt was there he would make arrangements with the porter by which he (the 
whiskey man) filled his berth with kegs of whiskey. We [the N.W.N.P.] 
Were not allowed to search pullmans for whiskey. When he got near 
Calgary the liquor would be thrown off just before the train pulled in. 
Another way was that a man coming down in the colonists’ car would use 
rubber beds and pillows filled with whiskey. They had it all over the 
train. It would be in the berths, on the top, underneath, in front, on 
the engine, on the tender, and where the water was kept, and they would 
Tet down tanks and kegs with a rope and let them stay there. The liquor 
would be dropped off at convenient places, and they would have men there 
on the spot ready to canry it away. OF course, the officers could not 
watch all these places. 

The illicit traffic in liquor abated sonewhat in 1892 when the Govern- 
ment of the North-est Territories authorized the granting of licences 
for the sale of intoxicating Tiquor--The Liquor Licence Ordinance of 
1891-92. In his annual report for 1892, Commissioner Herchmer commended 
the worth of the new law, provided of course that it was properly en- 
forced.** Superintendent Deane had cause to be slightly more jubilant 
over the bill's introduction. In his annual report for the year ending 
1892, he noted with satisfaction that there had been a diminution of 
drunkenness in the Lethbridge district.°° Public drunkenness, however, 
was not the only problem with which the N.W.M.P. had to contend, Since 
the general orders of the force forbade excessive consumption of liquor, 
smuggling into the various outposts continued at an undiminished rate. 

For the men stationed at Writing-on-Stone, the regulation banning 
liquor was a severe imposition. Life at the outpost was far from ex- 
citing and the occasional stimulant provided an escape, however temporary, 
from an otherwise boring existence. Admittedly, alcoholism was often the 
cause of desertions, dishonorable discharges, and even the occasional 
death, but had the men been allowed access to the commodity on a regular 
basis, it is conceivable that excessive drinking would not have resulted. 
Moderation breeds restraint, or so the saying goes, and who is to say that 
the men of Writing-on-Stone would not have accepted the responsibilities 
which would have necessarily accompanied the privilege of being allowed 
to drink at the outpost? 

The fact remains, however, that Writing-on-Stone was in theory at least, 
a “dry" outpost. Not unexpectedly, several men of the detachment were 





27 


unwilling to accept this state of affairs. In March 1899, one disgruntled 
individual, Special Constable Tetu, endeavoured to rectify the situation 
by smuggling some liquor into the post. The scenario of his plan was as 
follows: once he had obtained the contraband, Special Constable Davis, a 
four horse teamster, was to transport it to Writing-on-Stone. Once at the 
outpost the alcohol would be distributed to those who were wanting, and 
presumably Tetu would net a tidy profit from the returns. Unfortunately 
for all concerned, the liquor was spotted by Sergeant Brymner, the N.C.0. 
‘in charge of Writing-on-Stone, who forbade Davis to have anything to do 
with it. For all his effort, Tetu's only reward was a discharge effective 
March 23, 1899.36 

In addition to the smuggling incidents, the Writing-on-Stone outpost 
was plagued with other alcohol related problems, such as desertion and 
‘insubordination. Examination of R.C.M.P. files reveal that upwards of 
thirteen percent of the men engaged at Writing-on-Stone were reprimanded, 
fined or imprisoned for drunken behaviour, while approximately ten percent 
of those who deserted had a history of alcohol-related offences. One 
‘individual stands out as a particularly sad example of how liquor ruined 
a career. In the ten years John Whittaker spent in the N.W.M.P., at least 
five of which were spent at Writing-on-Stone, he was charged no less than 
three times with being intoxicated while on duty. The fines he accumulated 
for such behaviour amounted to forty-five dollars, and he was forced to 
spend some fourteen days either confined to barracks or engaged in hard 
labour. In May 1903, four months after his transfer from Writing-on-Stone 
to Lethbridge, Whittaker deserted from the force. His last known where- 
abouts was Sweetgrass, Montana, where he was reported to be in a constant 
state of inebriation.°” 

If the peaceful daily routine of Writing-on-Stone was rarely disrupted 
by desertions caused by alcoholism, it was more than occasionally inter- 
rupted by what can only be termed common desertions. We have already 
seen that five men deserted from the outpost prior to 1891, and unfortu- 
nately the pattern was repeated during a number of years following. In 
June 1891, Constable James Ward abandoned his post and crossed the bound- 
ary into the United States. There had apparently been no suggestion that 
he was contemplating such a move, and Deane was initially somewhat re- 
juctant to call him a deserter. The superintendent remarked that when 
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last seen, Ward had been riding an extremely i11-tempered horse and it 
was not at all unlikely that he had been thrown. When his horse and 
equipment were retrieved a few days later from a ranch in Montana, how- 
ever, Deane admitted that he had been wrong and that there was little 
ikelihood of the constable ever returning to Writing-on-Stone.°® 

In 1892, almost the entire detachnent deserted from the outpost. Ac- 
cording to police records, the N.C.0. in charge of Writing-on-Stone, 
Sergeant Ashe, had been far too easy with his men, with the inevitable 
result that they soon lost all respect for him. Contemptuous disregard 
for his authority showed itself in various trifling ways, for example his 
bedding was thrown down the latrine at Lethbridge, and eventually five of 
the six constables stationed at the post deserted for greener pastures in 
Montana. After the unexpected departure of eighty-three percent of his 
detachment, Sergeant Ashe was transferred to "D" Division at Macleod.” 
The sergeant, however, was not the sole casualty of this unfortunate in- 
cident. Commissioner Herchmer was of the opinion that the officers, too, 
were to blame. In a memorandum addressed to Superintendent Deane, the 
commissioner remarked that: 
the information in my possession, if true, would lead me to infer that a 


great deal of the trouble has arisen from laxity and careless inspections 
2. [and] apathy and a want of interest on the part of the Inspector, which 


naturally influences the noncons and men.40 

As a result of an investigation held in the fall of 1892, Inspector Casey 
was suspended from the force for tno months and thereafter transferred to 
another division.“ 

The wholesale desertion of 1692 was the last serious episode of that 
nature at riting-on-Stone. Constable Lackie took his leave in 1893 to 
visit the World's Fair, but subsequently surrendered to police officials. 7 
In September 1906, Constable 8. Dakin took what turned out to be a per- 
manent unauthorized leave,"? and in June 1912, one month after his trans- 
fer from Writing-on-Stone to Lethbridge, Constable Marshall was reported 
to have deserted from division headquarters. “4 

hile occasional desertions can account for smaller decreases in the 
strength of the riting-on-Stone detachment, official police policy must 
be credited with the large scale reductions. From 1887 to 1897, there 
were on the average of 6.7 men stationed at the outpost, but from 1898 


onwards the mean was but 2.5. In the police records two explanations are 
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put forward to account for these rather startling cutbacks. First, the 
Klondike Gold Rush of 1897-98 necessitated the transfer of some 285 men 
to the Yukon Territory. "H" Division out of Macleod and "B Division out 
of Regina were both stationed in the Yukon in Wovenber 1898.'° Second, 
the voluntary draft for the South Africa War reduced the number of men 
actively serving in the North-West Territories by approximately 160. The 
cutback in services affected Writing-on-Stone in the extreme. In 1900, 
there was but one corporal, one constable and four horses stationed at 
the outpost. Superintendent Deane was concerned lest the withdrawl of 
men would force the closure of all the frontier outposts. As it was Milk 
River Ridge and Little Bow detachments had to be closed, and if any fur- 
ther reductions were to take place, Writing-on-Stone, St. Mary's, and 
Pendant d'Oreille would suffer the same fate. In his annual report for 
1900, Deane conmented that four men should be stationed at each of the 
outpost’s at all tines. He also remarked that with less than three men the 
detachments would be of no use whatever: “There are times when two men at 
east are required to go on patrol, or to perform a certain piece of work 
and then at least one must remain to look after the government property 
etc".*© commissioner A. Bowen Perry expressed the same opinion in his 
annual report for 1900, stating that all divisions were shorthanded and 
somewhat disorganized owing to the large nunbers of men who had been per- 
mnitted to proceed to South Africa. Perry also questioned the use of 
special constables as replacements for the men. “These men," he argued 
“were temporarily employed while the strength was much reduced, and their 
employment appeared to be unavoidable. They are being discharged as rap- 
idly as possible.... We should as far as possible be self-sustaining." 
Despite Deane and Perry's concern over the cutbacks, the frontier 
detachnents were never restored to their original numbers. After 1900 
there were never more than three men stationed at Writing-on-Stone at any 
one time, and on at least two occasions the nunber was reduced to one. On 
Septenber 30, 1917, a bare seven months before the outpost was closed per- 
mmanently, it was manned by one corporal, one constable, and one special.*® 
If the shortage of men along the frontier was the cause of constant 
irritation for Deane and his successors, it did not prevent those who 
remained at Writing-on-Stone from executing their duty. Patrolling of the 
international boundary was still the most important of police functions 
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and it was rare that the men stationed at the outpost did not travel at 
least 800 miles per week in execution of this duty. Usually it was an 
extremely tedious task, but occasionally it did net some results. In 1891 
for instance, a patrol travelling between Writing-on-Stone and Pendant 
d'Oreille apprehended Thomas Eglington, a smuggler whose forte was secret- 
ing stolen horses in Canada.‘? And as if daily patrols along the border 
were not enough to keep the men busy, Superintendent Begin compounded the 
constables’ duties by instructing that all settlers within the Lethbridge 
district be visited at least twice a month. When issuing the orders Begin 
was constrained to point out that such visits were not of a social nature 
and that the police were not to take advantage of the pioneer's kindness. 
The men were “not to make a point in visiting settlers. . . at dinner time, 
not to accept favours from them and not to be too friendly. . .".°° It 
should come as no surprise that the scarcity of people in the Writing-on- 
Stone region made the last stipulation rather difficult to enforce. Ac- 
cording to several Milk River senior citizens, the police were an obliging 
lot and the settlers were appreciative of the work done on their behalf. 
One old-timer relates a story which is illustrative of police adaptability 
to local conditions. It seems that a local farmer was unsure as to what 
he should do if an antelope were to accidently get caught in his fence. 
Ordinarily, the animal would have had to be freed for it was unlawful to 
kill wild game without a permit. The police officer at Writing-on-Stone, 
however, replied that the man would have to cut the animal's throat to 
save its life.°! Misrepresentation of the law to be sure, but in some 
cases a rather liberal interpretation of the rules and regulations was 

the surest way to maintain law and order in the West. 

If the men stationed at Writing-on-Stone were required to maintain 
order on the Canadian prairie, they were expected to do so in the thorough 
and efficient manner characteristic of N.W.M.P. work in general. Those 
‘on detachment duty were regularly put through a course of drills and 
lectures and just as regularly drilled and examined on their knowledge 
of police duties. Since good marksmanship was an asset, not to say 
necessary for survival, the men were also obliged to take part in an 
annual revolver and rifle target practice. One of the men at Writing-on- 
Stone was particularly adept with the rifle. On several occasions 
Corporal Thomas Alexander Dickson represented "K" Division at the annual 
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musketry competition held in Regina.°* Although each outpost initially 
had its own rifle range, in 1902 a central range was established at 
Writing-on-Stone. "With very little improvement," remarked Inspector 
Begin “it wil] make a good range up to 500 yards."°> Two years later the 
facilities were improved and a new range up to 700 yards was constructed 
at the outpost.°4 

while the facilities for the annual rifle practice may have met the 
required standards, it should be noted that the equipment used by the 
N.W.M.P. was at times far from first-rate. The famous Winchester rifle 
was largely unsuited for police work, and some of the ammunition used by 
the men had a nasty habit of exploding in their faces. As it happened 
Corporal Dickson was introduced to this defect first-hand. While loading 
his rifle on the morning of December 17, 1893, one of the cartridges 
accidentally exploded, a piece of the shell imbedded itself in his lip, 
and his'face was covered with powder burns. There was some concern that 
he would lose an eye. Happily such was not the case, but the unfortunate 
corporal was forced to spend four days in the division infirmary before 
returning to his detachment. Superintendent Deane was justifiably upset 
over the incident; the shoddy supplies meant that the lives of his men 
would be endangered if they so much as attempted to clean their own equip- 
ment. In his monthly report for Decenber 1893, he stated that the copper- 
capped cartridges which had caused the explosion would have to be replaced 
by the safer brass-capped bullets. °° 

Among the Mounted Police stationed at Writing-on-Stone nothing tended 
to arouse their courage and gallantry so much as the occasional hunt to 
capture a fugitive from justice or an expedition to assist a stricken 
settler. Some of these incidents have already been related, such as the 
Yax Hoppe murder case, but several more are worthy of mention. 

In 1894, Corporal Dickson of Writing-on-Stone succeeded in capturing 
three half-breeds who had begun a reign of terror in and around the 
Sweetgrass Hills. The culprits were implicated in the 1885 Rebellion 
and were camped, with some 40 others, just south of the international 
boundary. Their leader had on several occasions boasted of his group's 
defiance of the law and openly threatened death to anyone who interfered 
with their activities. According to Deane, the settlement may have been 
small in numbers, but “they had become an ever increasing nuisance to 
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their not very numerous neighbours" °° 

On April 21, Corporal Dickson received word from a Montana settler 
that a small party of the Netis were on their way to Canada. A search 
was begun immediately, but without success. The chase was resuned on the 
following day and this time the corporal found his mark. Superintendent 
Deane related how Dickson collared the criminals: 

When day dawned Corporal Dickson first of all secured the hal fbreeds 
horses and nid them at short distance. There were three half-breeds in 
the party and presently two of them started off to bring in their horses. 
Taking the precaution to arrest the man who was left in camp Dickson then 
discharged the rifle and guns which he found in the camp, and the reports 
brought back the other two men, who were easily secured in detail.57 

An investigation into the circunstances surrounding the arrest, however, 
discovered that it was made some 22 chains--1452 feet-- inside Anerican 
territory. It was held therefore that the Metis could not be extradicted 
as they were not fugitives from justice under the act. Accordingly, they 
were released. To the delight of Deane and all those involved in the case, 
the three men did not return to the camp in the Sweetgrass Hills. Shortly 
after the incident the U.S. Cavalry did its duty and forcibly dispersed 
the remaining inhabitants of the settlement. The police may have ost the 
legal case, but according to the superintendent they had been "the means 
of breaking up a nest of rascals*.°8 i 

In August 1895, Corporal Richardson was involved in a rather unfor- 
tunate incident which began with the disappearance of a four-horse team 
from Writing-on-Stone. When sent to Middle Butte, Montana, to investi- 
gate, he was shot in the hip by a drunken miner, one William Long, who 
was known as the Terror of the Buttes. "I hope I've hit him in a good 
spot," remarked Long, "if not, I'11 come back and finish him in the 
norning."®9 Fortunately for the corporal, one of the local settlers 
drove him back to Writing-on-Stone before the deranged miner could re- 
turn and complete the job. 

Needless to say, the incident caused somewhat of a stir in Montana and 
the local law enforcement agents were quick in exacting retribution. Ten 
days after the shooting Deane was telegraphed by the sheriff in Middle 
Butte: “Wm. Long, very properly accounted for. He resisted arrest and 
was killed by Justice Browne. Will make every effort to protect your 
men whenever possible".©? Protection at the expense of another man's 
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life, however, was not exactly what Deane had in mind. He therefore con- 
ducted his own investigation into the incident, and the findings were 
anything but complimentary to the Anericans. Although Long was killed 

on the same day that Richardson had been wounded, the two events were 
entirely unrelated. Since Richardson was no longer within his reach, 
Long decided that he would settle permanently a dispute with yet another 
of his enemies, Justice of the Peace Browne. Browne, however, spotted 
Long as he approached his home and opened fire immediately with a double- 
barreled shotgun. The result was inevitable, and Long died a short time 
later. A coroner's jury was duly convened and the verdict delivered was 
death while resisting arrest. Browne, despite the fact that he knew 
nothing of the Richardson shooting, was exonerated on the grounds that he 
had been trying to arrest Long for wounding the policeman. On receipt of 
this news, Deane's only comment was that the sheriffs concern for the 
safety of the Mounted Police was “questionable”.°! 

In 1902, a case of cattle smuggling occurred near Writing-on-Stone 
which, because of its international ramifications, deserves special 
mention. It began when Superintendent Deane tried to prove that an 
American ranching firm, the Spencer Brothers, had smuggled a large nunber 
of cattle into Canada, setting up operations east of the outpost. In 
1900, the firm had leased five townships, from Pendant d'Orei1le down 
the Milk River to the international boundary, on the understanding that 
any cattle grazed on Canadian soil would first be registered at Writing- 
on-Stone. The scheme was obviously open to all kinds of subterfuge, but 
police investigation revealed that political influence at the national 
level accounted for its approval. The law firm which represented the 
Spencer Brothers once had the Canadian minister of the interior as a 
partner. 

Keeping in mind the political sensitivity of his inquiry, Deane pro- 
ceeded to collect evidence against the Anerican ranchers. The evidence 
was conclusive. In 1900, just under fifty per cent of the cattle that 
the Spencers brought into Canada were undeclared. In 1901, duty was paid 
on eighty-two cows and twenty heifers, but the total which had crossed 
the boundary illegally amounted to at least 500 head. This information 
was duly presented to the Customs Department and as a result the Spencer 
Brothers were charged with smuggling 500 head of cattle into Canada. The 
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animals were valued at $15,000 and the Customs Department ordered that 
half that amount be deposited by the Anerican firm until the case was 
settled. The ranchers, however, were not prepared to co-operate with 
the Canadian authorities, and in response to the charges claimed that 
they had paid duty on all the imported cattle. Deane, never one to be 
put off by rhetoric, redoubled his investigation and discovered that 
exactly 587 head of cattle had been smuggled into Canada. In June he 
seized the cattle and held them for the Customs Department .o 

The Spencer Brothers were furious over the seizure and quickly made 
their views known in Ottawa. Redress was almost inmediate: Superintendent 
Deane was transferred to Macleod and the Customs Department reduced the 
fine levied against the ranchers from $20,000, the value of the 587 head 
of cattle, to $6,000. The latter sum was eventually paid. The Spencer 
Brothers did file suit with the Canadian Government to have the money 
returned, but the Supreme Court of Canada threw the case out.°° 

The “absurdly inadequate"®* Fine levied against the two American 
ranchers and the blatant misuse of political authority was a sorry re- 
flection on the credibility of the Canadian Government. A policeman who 
had performed his duties admirably for fourteen years was removed from 
office simply because he had the nerve to investigate a friend of a friend 
of a friend in Government. Deane commented after his transfer that he had 
the “grim satisfaction of knowing that [he] had worked up a case in which 
there was not a single flaw, and which could not fail to be upheld by 
every tribunal in the Dominion".°° such thoughts may have been comforting 
at the time, but in light of the fact that the case was never fully pros- 
ecuted, his thoroughness was a wasteof both time and effort. 

There are many strange stories concerning the Indians at Writing-on- 
Stone, but investigation has proven that a few of then could be true. 
One such tale involved the unexpected discovery in 1908 of seven Indian 
skeletons in the clefts surrounding the outpost. Each of the bodies had 
been buried separately with the tombs open to the sky and blocked from 
the rear with a barrier of boulders and slab rock. While the human re- 
mains were an exciting find in thenselves, the strange assortment of 
articles found beside the skeletons sparked even more interest. Of par- 
ticular significance were U.S. Cavalry spurs, rifles, and buttons em- 
bossed with the spread eagle.©© Not unexpectedly, the origin of the 
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bodies and the accompanying regalia invited a nunber of hypotheses, but 
one in particular had a ring of truth about it. 

After the battle of the Little Bighorn in 1876, Sitting Bull and his 
followers were reported to have made their way to Fort Walsh in the 
Cypress Hills. The exodus from the U.S. was of necessity made in haste, 
and it is conceivable that a small party may have temporarily camped at 
Writing-on-Stone to rest the wounded. If some of the warriors died while 
at the camp, it is equally conceivable that they would have been buried 
inmediately and in the customary Indian fashion. Speculation to be sure, 
but at the time there was little or no evidence to disprove this conclusion. 

In 1909, however, almost a year after the initial discovery, two eld- 
erly Cree Indians related a somewhat different story as to the origin of 
the graves. By a series of hand gestures, Standing Indian suggested that 
the warriors had come from the west. His companion, Little Wolf, con- 
curred, ‘adding “Come long time ago from big river across mountains."°7 
The possible veracity of this story is tied to yet another incident in 
the glorious history of U.S.-Indian relations. In 1877 a band of Nez 
Perce Indians were forcibly evicted from their reserve in Washington. 
Their initial reluctance to abandoning the land was met with the force 
of the U.S. Cavalry, and their subsequent trek westward was marred by 
several similar encounters. After weeks of conflict, the haggard Indians 
made their last stand near Cutbank, Montana, Admittedly, the route via 
Writing-on-Stone was not the most direct to the Sioux camp, but had the 
fugitives made for the border inmediately after the battle, they would 
more than likely have crossed in the vicinity of Writing-on-Stone. As 
the crow flies, Cutbank is but forty-five miles south-west of Writing- 
on-Stone. 

Recently, Dr. Hugh Dempsey, of the Glenbow Foundation in Calgary, has 
advanced two additional explanations for the origin of the Indian graves. 
The first theory suggests that the graves are the remains of a small 
group of Nez Perce who left the Sioux camp in 1878 and were trying to 
return to their ancestral lands. Fifteen such refugees were spotted on 
Birch Creek in Montana and Dempsey says that the seven could represent 
the casualites from a battle with the Blackfoot.°® In his second theory, 
Dempsey argues that "the graves were simply those of Indians who had 
captured, traded or been given old pieces of army equipment."©9 There 
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is the case of a battle fought between the Bloods and the Gros Ventres 
east of Writing-on-Stone in 1886, where one of the latter tribe was 
wearing an American infantry jacket. Had time preserved intact all the 
artifacts which were buried with the mortal remains, a definitive answer 
as to their origin could perhaps be found. As it is, the evidence merely 
weaves a pattern of probability. It is up to the reader to decide which 
of the explanations seems most plausible. 

The discovery in 1909 of the skeletal renains of a cowboy authenti- 
cated a rather dubious story concerning horse stealing in and around 
Writing-on-Stone. Prior to the tum of the century, a report had been 
widely circulated that two horse thieves from Montana had at one time 
holed up in a cleft on the east side of Police Coulee. According to one 
version of the story, the men had made good their escape from Montana and 
in an effort to elude the posse which had been following then, hid them- 
selves in a two-entrance cave. They were careless, however, and lit a 
fire, and the issuing smoke gave their position away. When the posse 
called for their surrender, a gun battle ensued and the two felons were 
supposed to have been killed. For years this story went unsubstantiated, 
but in 1909 a local rancher took it upon himself to settle the controversy 
once and for all. A thorough search of “Horse Thieves’ Cave" revealed 
that someone had indeed met his death within the confines of the cavern. 
The remains of a crude timber barricade were discovered at one of the 
entrances and on the floor were found the bleached renains of a skeletor. 
A closer examination of the skull revealed a neat bullet hole just above 
the eye. A decayed leather belt with its rusty buckle, anda pair of worn 
couboy boots were the only artifacts accompanying the find.’ while the 
discovery of only a single skeleton in Horse Thieves’ Cave left many ques- 
tions unanswered (such as, where was the body of his accomplice?), it 
proved beyond a doubt that foul play of sone kind had taken place in 
Police Coulee. The grisly tale of the notorious Montana horse thieves 
may well have been a fabrication, but until additional evidence cones to 
light, it appears to be the most credible of explanations. 

The Stokely murder case in 1912 proved to be the last such episode in 
the Writing-on-Stone area. One of the more colourful members of the 
Writing-on-Stone detachment was intimately involved in the investigation 
and the details are certainly worthy of recall. In about 1909, the 
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Stokelys moved from North Dakota to a homestead fifteen miles northeast 
of Writing-on-Stone. The family consisted of the parents, three wild and 
unruly sons, and an ex-daughter-in-law by the name of Rose: she had orig- 
inally been married to Fred Stokely, but was rumoured to be involved with 
Samuel, his oldest brother. 

Although a1 members of the Stokely family had separate homesteads, 
during 1909 and 1910 their cattle had been run together as a single herd. 
In 1911 the three brothers decided it was high time to change the system 
and divide the animals into separate herds. Brotherly love, however, was 
not especially prevalent amongst the siblings, and they immediately fell 
out over the division. On one occasion the father had to intervene to 
avoid bloodshed. According to one witness, Fred Stokely said “he had 
his gun to defend himself and that if a settlement was not arrived at he 
would come with some fellows and clean the whole. . .bunch out".’" In 
duly of ‘the following year, the dispute over the cattle was renewed. 
Samuel and Edwin managed to reach an amicable agreement, but Fred was 
adamantly opposed to it. "He would [settle] when he was good and ready. 
Both of the elder brothers were fully aware of Fred's volatile nature, 
and when he appeared to be going for his gun, Edwin fired three shots from 
the rifle he was holding. The argument was settled: Fred dropped to the 
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floor dead. 
After the body was transferred to Coutts, Corporal A. "Paddy" White 
of Writing-on-Stone was ordered to collect all the available evidence 
concerning the murder. Several weeks of concentrated investigation fol- 
Towed, and by the time the trial was convened in late October, seven 
character witnesses had been assenbled.’? The Lethbridge Herald described 
the case as “one of the most thrilling which has ever been held in Southern 
Alberta".’4 The trial itself lasted two days and was presided over by 
Judge Walsh. Edwin Stokely was found guilty of murder and sentenced to 
hang on January 24, 1913. In passing judgement, Walsh commented that 
“There is no excuse whatever in this land of ours for anyone carrying a 
gun."7® 4 trite comment on which to end a murder case, and one which 
presumably had little or no effect on the rifle-toting citizens of 
Western Canada. 
One of the more rewarding aspects of police work at Writing-on-Stone 
was the provision of succor, both material and moral, to the few desti- 
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tute settlers of southeastern Alberta. Breaking the land was a demanding 
task for the usually ill-equipped settlers, and the weather was often a 
source of additional discomfort. Few people were more aware of these 
hardships than the men stationed at the remote border outposts, and when 
trouble struck they were inmediately there to help. 

The winter of 1910 was particularly severe, and it was reported that a 
nunber of settlers just north of the international boundary were in very 
poor circunstances. Indications were that there would be a large loss in 
stock as the snow was deeper than it had been for many years and there was 
little grass left on the prairie from the previous autum. This inforna- 
tion was immediately conveyed to the immigration department in Ottawa and 
it was decided that supply depots would be opened at Coutts, Pendant 
d'Oreille, Medicine Lodge, and Writing-on-Stone. The N.C.0.'s and con- 
stables in charge of these detachments were to issue all the relief and 
liens were to be taken on the value of the provisions given.” 

Although the settlers were obliged to travel to the outposts to pick 
up their supplies, the police did sent out patrols to make sure that no 
cases of destitution went unreported. According to Superintendent J... 
Wilson, patrols were sent out "from Grassy Lake south, Nedicine Lodge west, 
Pendant d'Oreille north and south, Writing-on-Stone east and north, and 
north from Coutts".’7 He considered this move necessary “owing to [the] 
severity of the weather",’® and on the return of the patrols he could 
provide the immigration department with the names of all settlers re- 
quiring relief. After one of these patrols, Constable White of Writing- 
on-Stone received a grant of $25 as a reward for arduous work performed 
and hardships experienced. While inquiring into the condition of the 
settlers in the Wild Horse, Pendant d'Oreille, and Writing-on-Stone 
districts, he was so badly frozen that when he pulled off his clothing, 
the skin came with it./9 

Owing to a crop failure in 1911, the R.N.W.M.P. outposts were once 
again used as relief centres. Writing-on-Stone and Pendant 4*Oreille 
furnished a few destitute settlers with provisions, and Manyberries sup- 
plied approximately fifty. The last reported case of destitution occurred 
in February 1912. According to Superintendent Wilson, the detachments 
at Writing-on-Stone and Pendant d'Oreille issued relief under the direc 
tion of Mr. C. Mair of the immigration department. ° 
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The settlers were always appreciative of this help from the mounties. 
The homes of the farmers and ranchers were always open to men of the police 
force, and it was seldom that a hearty meal was not laid out when they came 
by on their patrols. Several of the men had standing invitations from the 
Jocal citizenry to attend Sunday dinners. One pioneer recalled that a 
young English lad stationed at the outpost was treated regularly to his 
favourite dish, roast beef and Yorkshire pudding. © 

Besides making their own homes available to the Mounted Police, the set- 
tlers also visited the men at the outpost. Normally, they would sit in 
front of the barrack building with coffee, or occasionally something slightly 
stronger, and amuse both themselves and the police with the local gossip. On 
more than one occasion these visits developed into rather lengthy affairs. 
"The oldtimers used to meet on the river flats and at the old Police Barracks, 


recalled pioneer Paul Audet: 


These 'do's' would sometimes last three days and nights. The people would 
come from many miles distant, bring tents and set up camp. They would have 
horse racing, bucking, roping, camp fires where tall yarns would be spun 
from near and far, and in the evening there would be dancing. The people 
lived so far apart that these events where they could meet each other, 
would be the highlight of the year.82 


To the annoyance of the local male population, there was usually a distinct 
shortage of women at these dances. According to Mrs. Verburg, the three or 
four girls who did show up were danced off their feet by the fun-loving po- 
lice and the local farm boys. Hard on the feet? "Oh yes," remarked Mrs. 
Verburg, “but a good time nevertheless".°? At one of the police shindigs 
‘the food was graciously supplied by the owners of the livery stable in Milk 
River. It seems their sow had given birth to seven piglets and since there 
was no way of evenly dividing the lot, the odd one was donated as fare for 
the party. In lieu of the custonary apple, Russell Blackner recalled that 
an ear of corn was placed in the animal's mouth. &* 

If the occasional evening get-together was a special event, Christmas was 
a gala affair. In 1910, dignitaries from as far away as Lethbridge and 
Taber were present at riting-on-Stone. Charles Russell, foreman of the Deer 
Creek Ranch; A.L. Smith, a lawyer from Lethbridge and later Deputy Attorney- 
General of Alberta; and Connie Sheen, former prize-fighter and lightwet ght 
champion, were but a few of those invited. Alexander "Scotty" Lawrence, an 
ex-constable and participant at the event, recalled that "A number of the 
old-timers from the area brought along their fiddles and everyone enjoyed 


thenselves square dancing" °° 
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TROUBLES WITHIN THE FORCE; AND THE DECLINING YEARS 


ihile the men stationed at Writing-on-Stone were generally a very 
trustworthy lot, there were a few miscreants whose actions tarnished the 
‘image of the Mounted Police. Those who took the dishonourable path of 
desertion have already been mentioned, but several others were brought up 
on charges which resulted in stiff fines, imprisonment, or both. 

By far the most controversial incident involved the unauthorized ex- 
change of police rations for luxury goods such as canned fruit and vege- 
tables. It sometimes happened that ranchers on the American side of the 
border would give the men at Writing-on-Stone a quarter of beef, particu~ 
arly when the police helped them to herd back stray cattle. With the 
free beef on hand, the men would then proceed to take out their beef credit 
in other’ items which were normally never found at the outpost. Super- 
intendent Deane both knew and approved of this arrangement, provided of. 
course that the men did not trade too large a portion of their rations. 

The mild winter of 1890-91, however, occasioned a slight change in the 
procedure for issuing the meat ration. Instead of shipping a six-month 
supply directly to the detachment, Deane accepted a credit note from the 
contractor and sent through a voucher that the meat had been received. In 
the meantime, Corporal Dickson traded off all the meat ration and did the 
same with a considerable portion of the staple ration as well. The records 
of A. Macdonald indicate that roughly sixty-five per cent of the baking 
powder, rice, and bacon ration were bartered away. In exchange Corporal 
Dickson received three cases of canned tomatoes, six and a half cases of 
canned corn, two cases of evaporated apples, a box of lemon peel, a dozen 
bottles of lemon extract, a pail of syrup, ten pounds of currents, ten 
pounds of raisins, 50 pounds of onions, two dozen cans of condensed milk, 
six cans of allspice, six cans of sage, 16 boxes of yeast cakes, and 37 
five-pound rolls of breakfast bacon.” The police officials at headquarters 
however, did not view this arrangement with the benign neglect that had 
beed characteristic of Superintendent Deane. An inquiry was ordered and 
after a considerable fuss raised by Commissioner Herchmer, Deane was chas- 
tised for his behaviour. Ina letter dated August 21, 1891 Conptroller 
Fred White remarked that: 
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he [Deane] was wrong in certifying in one voucher for the winter's supply 
of Beef for the Outposts and taking a due bill for portions thereof not 
actually delivered at the time. That inasmuch as Government rations be- 
came the property of members of the Force from day to day only, any ex- 
change for provisions of other kinds should be limited to any ascertained 
surplus after the expiration of the period for which the rations were 
issued. 3 

By the time the investigation had run its course, Deane, by order of the 
minister of justice, was reduced two places on the seniority list of 
superintendents.* 

In 1913, Constable Charles Woods I'Anson became involved in a rather 
messy case which once again pertained to the falsification of police 
vouchers. "On the 4th day of November, 1913" read the charge against the 
Constable 
at Writing-on-Stone [he] did render and certify a false voucher, to wit: 
a voucher purporting to be expenditure incurred for travelling expenses 
for the month of September and October 1913 and amounting to $10.25, 
knowing the same to be false. 

In defense of his actions, Constable I'Anson argued that he was un- 
aware of any wrong doing on his part. In each case he had offered to pay 
for his meals and horse feed, but if the money was refused he was under 
the impression that it could be pocketed by the policeman concerned. He 
stated further that two constables from Writing-on-Stone, Robinson and 
NcDowall, had told him that this was common practice among the policemen 
on detachment duty. To strengthen his case he reminded the court of his 
impeccable background. The following is an extract from the trial record: 
AIL I say, sir, on my oath, is that I was ignorant of the fact that 1 was 
doing wrong in any way. Why should I do anything wrong for a sum like 
that sir, when I am expecting later on in life to be able to do without 
work altogether . . . . [My father is] Chairman of the Conservative Club, 
and Vice-President of the Caledonian Club, a Justice of the Peace, and a 
large real estate owner in the old country, in Yorkshire. . . . I don't 
think it would be to my credit to rob the Government of that amount. If 
T had had the money, I would have been only too willing to refund it, and 
it is my intention to return the $3 dollars odd. Had I known there would 
have been anything of this description I would not have signed the vouchers. 
I joined the force with a clear character, and I would like to leave it 
honestly, the way I joined.6 
The presiding magistrate, Assistant Commissioner Wood, was not impressed 
with I'Anson's explanations, nor with his lineage, On February 9, 1914, 
he was sentenced to one month's imprisonment with hard labour.’ 
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The beginning of the end for the Writing-on-Stone detachment came with 
the arrival of the settlers in the late 1890s. These Canadian pioneers 
cultivated the land, built roads, and established a communications net- 
work equal to that of the police. The raison d'etre for the once-secluded 
outpost was slowing declining: Southern Alberta was no longer an isolated 
pocket on the Canadian prairie. 

If guarding the border against incursions from the south was no longer 





necessary, police patrols to check illegal cattle entry and spot prairie 
fires were equally unwarranted. By the turn of the century most of the 
international boundary had been fenced and the numerous settlers prevented 
the few fires that did break out fron doing any serious damage. By 1904, 
conditions along the boundary had changed to such an extent that Conmis- 
sioner A. Bowen Perry seriously considered renoving Writing-on-Stone 
altogether. "If my recommendation that the boundary Tine be fenced is 
acted upon," he remarked, “Milk River Ridge, Writing-on-Stone, Pendant 
a'Oreille and Ten Mile" could be renoved.® 

‘As we have seen the drain on the force during the South African cam- 
paign and the First World War was excessive. At Writing-on-Stone the 
reduction in strength was never rectified. From 1900 onwards, there were 
never more than three men stationed at the outpost. People like Deane 
voiced concern that perhaps the force was no longer a viable institutton. 
“canadians as a whole are very proud of the world-wide reputation which 
the Force has made," he remarked bitterly, “but they may as well face the 
unquestionable fact that the Force is now on the down-grade and should be 
abolished before its reputation is quite gone." 

An Order-in-Council, dated Novenber 29, 1916, provided for the can- 
cellation of the agreement respecting the services of the R.N.W.M.P. in 
the province of Alberta. On March 1, 1917, it went into effect and the 
Mounted Police were thenceforward responsible for the enforcement of 
federal statutes only.'° For those men who remained at the border outposts, 
most of their time was spent patrolling the boundary with the object of 
putting a stop to enemy aliens crossing the line. 

once it became evident that the war would soon end, however, even this 
duty was terminated. Therefore on April 13, 1918, Commissioner Perry 
ordered that all detachments of the Lethbridge district, including Leth- 
bridge itself, were to be closed inmediately.!! superintendent Pennefather 
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reported that the orders were duly carried out and that 4,076 miles were 
travelled by trail to complete the job.'? In May 1918, the liriting-on- 
Stone detachment closed its doors for the last time.'? Two years later 
the police reserve was relinquished to the Department of the Interior./* 

Once the outpost was closed in 1918, the Royal North West Mounted 
Police were never again stationed at Writing-on-Stone. There were ru- 
mours that the police would return following the First World War, but 
the buildings were said to have been purposely burned down by the local 
criminal element in the hopes of discouraging this very occurrence. There 
is no conclusive proof as to when they were destroyed, but a photograph 
taken in 1928 (Glenbow photo no. ND&-497) shows the coal shed as the only 
structure stil] standing. Prior to that date, the barn was dismantled 
and relocated approximately five miles south of its original site. 

In 1935, the Alberta Government reserved the land surrounding the 
former outpost for park purposes, and on January 8, 1957, Writing-on-Stone 
was officially declared a Provincial Park. Reconstruction of the former 
North Nest Mounted Police establishment was begun in the spring of 1974 
under the direction of Provincial Parks Planning. 








1 
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APPENDIX ONE 


DISTRIBUTION OF FORCE, NORTH-WEST MOUNTED POLICE 
WRITING-ON-STONE DETACHMENT 


Year Sgt. Cpl. Const. Sp. Const. Total Hor 


ses 





1887 
1888 
1989 
1890 
1891 
1892 
1893 
1894 
1895 
1896 
1897 
1898 
1999 
1900 
1901 
1902 
1903 
1904 
1905 
1906 
1907 
1908 
1909 
1910 
1911 
1912 
1913 
1914 
1915 
1916 
1917 
1918 n 


Puusuccosesesesvosusohonenenoaos 
Bo 9044404 cocconncoscc90000 


an 


n 


Note: Figures are taken from the Superintendent's Annual Reports 
and the appendices to the Annual Reports, "Distribution of 
Force" 





nf. 
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APPENDIX THO 


MONTHLY STATE REPORTS FOR WRITING-ON STONE 


November 1901: 


December 1901: 


January 1902: 


February 1902: 


May 1902: 
dune 1902: 
duly 1902: 


August 1902; 


September 1902: 


October 1902: 


November 1902: 


December 1902: 


January 1903: 





1901 to 1912 


Corporal W. S. Loggin 
Constable E. C. Bryant 
Constable J. Whittaker 





Corporal W. S. Loggin 
Constable £. C. Bryant 
Constable J. Whittaker 





Corporal W. S. Loggin 
Constable E. C. Bryant 


Corporal W. S. Loggin 
Constable E. C. Bryant 
Constable J. Whittaker 


Constable L. Selliker 
Constable J. Whittaker 


Constable L. Selliker 
Constable J. Whittaker 


Corporal W. S. Loggin 
Constable W. Wi. Auston 
Constable L. Selliker 
Constable J. Whittaker 


Corporal W. S. Loggin 
Constable W. W. Auston 
Constable J. Whittaker 


Corporal W. S. Loggin 
Constable W. W. Auston 
Constable J. Whittaker 


Constable HW... Auston 
Constable J. Whittaker 


Constable W. W, Auston 
Constable J. Whittaker 


Constable W. W. Auston 
Constable J. Whittaker 


Constable W. M. Auston 
Constable J. Whittaker 








February 


March 


April 


May 


dune 


duly 


August + 


September 


October 


December 


January 


February 


190: 





1903: 


1903: 


1903: 


1903 


1903: 


1903: 


1903: 


1903: 


1903: 


1904: 


1904: 


1904: 


1904: 


1904: 
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Constable W. W. Auston 
Constable C. S. Harper 
Constable W. W. Auston 
Constable C. S. Harper 
Constable W. W. Auston 
Constable C. S. Harper 


‘Acting Corporal F. Sexton 
Constable W. W. Auston 
Constable C. S. Harper 


Acting Corporal C. P. C. Rock 
Constable W. W. Auston 
Constable J. B. Norris 


Corporal C. P. C. Rock 
Constable W. W. Auston 
Constable J. B. Norris 


Corporal C. P. C. Rock 
Constable W. W. Auston 
Constable J. 8. Norris 


Corporal C. P. C. Rock 
Constable W. W. Auston 
Constable J. 8. Norris 


Corporal C. P. C. Rock 
Constable W. M. Auston 
Constable B. Lesperance 


Corporal C. P. C. Rock 
Constable J. R. Edwards 
Constable B. Lesperance 


Corporal ¢.P. C. Rock 
Constable 8, Lesperance 
Constable 0. H. Turnbull 





Corporal C. P. C. Rock 
Constable A. G. Myers 
Constable 0. #. Turnbull 


Corporal C. P. C. Rock 
Constable 0. H. Turnbull 


Corporal C. P. C. Rock 
Constable 0. H. Turnbull 


Corporal C. P. C. Rock 
Constable 9. H. Turnbull 



































June 


duly 


March 


April 


May 


dune 


duly 


August 


September 


October 


November 


December 


January 


February 


1904: 


1904: 


1904: 


1904: 


1904: 


1904: 


1905: 


1905: 


1905: 


1905: 


1905: 


1905: 


1905: 





Corporal C. P. C. Rock 
Constable 0. H. Turnbull 


Corporal C. P. C. Rock 
Constable 0. H. Turnbull 


Corporal C. P. C. Rock 
Constable 0. H. Turnbull 


Corporal ¢. P. C. Rock 
Special Constable Yanaman 
(Fanaman) 


Corporal C. P. C. Rock 
Special Constable Sickler 


Corporal C. P. C. Rock \ 
Special Constable L. Sickler 
Constable L. Selliker t 


Corporal C. P. C. Rock 
Constable L. Selliker i 
Special Constable L. Sickler 


Sergeant C. P. C. Rock 
Constable L. Selliker 
Special Constable L. Sickler 


Sergeant C. P. C. Rock 
Constable L. Selliker 
Special Constable Sickler 


Sergeant C. P. C. Rock | 
Constable L. SeTtiker i 
Svecial Constable L. Sickler 


Sergeant F. Sexton 
Special Constable F. Duff H 


Sergeant F. Sexton 
Constable J. W. Kersley 
Special Constable F. Duff i 


Sergeant F. Sexton 
Constable J. W. Kersley 
Special Constable L. Sickler 


Sergeant F. Sexton 
Constable J. W. Kersley 
Special Constable L. Sickler 


Special Constable L. Sickler 





September 1905: 


October 


November 


December 


January 


February 


March 


April 
May 


dune 


duly 


August 


1905: 


1905: 


1905: 


1906: 


1906: 


1906: 


1906: 
1906: 


1906: 


1906: 
1906: 


September 1906: 


October 


November 


December 


1906: 


1906: 


1906: 
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Sergeant F. Sexton 
Constable J. W. Kersley 
Special Constable Sickler 


Sergeant F. Sexton 
Constable J. W. Kersley 
Special Constable L. Sickler 


Sergeant F. Sexton 
Constable J. W. Kersley 
Special Constable L. Sickler 


Sergeant F. Sexton 
Constable R. A. McDonald 
Special Constable L. Sickler 


Sergeant F. Sexton 
Constable R. A. McDonald 
Special Constable L. Sickler 


Sergeant F. Sexton 
Constable R. A. McDonald 
Special Constable L. Sickler 


Sergeant F. Sexton 
Special Constable L. Sickler 


Special Constable W. Smith 


Corporal T. R. Brewer 
Special Constable W. Smith 


Corporal T. R. Brewer. 
Special Constable W. Smith 


Corporal T. R. Brewer 


Corporal T. R. Brewer 
Constable B. Dakin 


Constable N. W. Dickson 
Constable F. Humby 


Constable N. W. Dickson 
Constable F. Humby 


Constable N. W. Dickson 
Constable F. Humby 
Special Constable A. J. Cox 


Constable N. W. Dickson 
Special Constable A. J. Cox 





January 


February 


March 


April 


May 


dune 


duly 


August 


September 


October 


Novenber 


December 


January 


February 


March 


April 


May 


dune 


1907: 


1907: 


1907: 


1907 
1907: 


1907: 


1907: 


1907: 


1907: 


1907: 


1907: 


1907: 


1908: 


1908: 


1908: 


1908: 


1908: 


1908: 











Constable N. W. Dickson 
Special Constable A. J. Cox 


Constable N. W. Dickson j 
Special Constable A. J. Cox 


Constable N. W. Dickson 
Special Constable A. J. Cox 


Special Constable Cox 


Constable N. W. Dickson 
Special Constable A. F. Bushe 


Constable N. W. Dickson 
Constable C. Murchison 

Special Constable A. D. F. Bushe 
Special Constable A. 0. F. Bushe 
Constable C. Murchison 

Constable J. S. Jarman 
Constable C. Murchison 

Special Constable W. Brown 


Constable C. Murchison 
Special Constable W. Brown 


Constable C. 0'Connor 
Special Constable W. Brown 


Constable C. O'Conner 
Special Constable W. Brown 


Constable C. O'Connor 
Special Constable W. Brown 


Constable C. 0'Connor ' 
Special Constable W. Brown 


Constable C. O'Connor 
Special Constable E. 0. Fitzgerald 


Constable C. O'Connor 
Special Constable E. 0. Fitzgerald 


Constable C. O'Connor 
Special Constable B. Parker 


Constable C. O'Connor 
Special Constable B. Parker 





duly 
August 
September 
October 
Novenber 
Decenber 
January 
February 
March 
Apri 
May 
June 
July 
August 


September 
October 


Novenber 


1908: 


1908: 


1908: 


1908: 


1908: 


1908: 


1909: 


1909: 


1909: 


1909: 


1909: 


1909: 


1909: 


1909: 


1909: 


1909: 


1909: 
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Constable C. O'Connor 
Special Constable B. Parker 


Constable C. 0'Connor 
Special Constable B. Parker 


Constable C. O'Connor 
Special Constable B. Parker 


Constable C. 0'Connor 
Special Constable B. Parker 


Constable H. U. Green 
Special Constable B. Parker 


Constable H. U. Green 
Special Constable B. Parker 


Constable H. U. Green 
Special Constable B. Parker 


Constable H. U. Green 
Special Constable B. Parker 


Constable H. U. Green 
Special Constable B. Parker 


Constable H. U. Green 
Special Constable F. Beresford 


Constable H. U. Green 
Special Constable F. Beresford 


Constable H. U. Green 
Special Constable F. Beresford 


Constable H. U. Green 
Special Constable F. Beresford 


Constable H. U. Green 
Special Constable F. Beresford 


Constable E. Brown 
Constable W. U. Green 
Special Constable J. Bowker 


Constable E. Brown 
Constable H. U. Green 
Special Constable B. Lesperance 


Constable H. U. Green 
Constable A. P. White 
Special Constable B. Lesperance 





December 


January 


February 


March 


Apri? 


May 


dune 


duly 


August 


Septenber 


October 


November 


December 


January 


1909: 


1910: 


1910: 


1910: 


1910: 


1910: 


1910: 
1910: 


1910: 


1910: 


1910: 


1910: 


1910: 


1911: 








Constable H. U. Green 
Constable A. P. White 
Special Constable B. Lesperance 


Constable E. H. Douet 
Constable A. P. White 
Special Constable F. Beresford 


Constable E. H. Douet 
Constable A. P. White 
Special Constable F. Beresford 


Constable E. H. Douet 
Constable A. P. White 
Special Constable Beresford 


Constable E. H. Douet 
Constable A. P. White 
Special Constable F. Beresford 


Constable E. H. Douet 
Constable A. P. White 
Constable C. Chapin 


Constable A. P. White 


Constable A. P. White 
Special Constable Val Moga 


Constable J. F. Capstick 
Constable A. P. White 
Special Constable Val Moga 


Constable J. E. Canstick 
Constable W. P. Marshal] 
Special Constable Val Moga 


Constable J. E. Capstick 
Constable W. P. Marshall 
Special Constable Val Moga 


Constable J. £. Capstick 
Constable W. P. Marshall 
Special Constable Val Moga 


Constable J. E. Capstick 
Special Constable Val Moga 


Constable J. £. Capstick 
Constable L. R. C. Drury-Lowe 
Constable W. P. Marshall 

Special Constable Val Moga 











February 


March 


April 


May 


dune 


duly 


August 


Septenber 


October 


November 


Decenber 


January 


February 


March 
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1911: 


1911: 


191: 


1911: 


1911: 


1911: 


1911: 


191: 


1911: 


1911: 


1911: 


1912: 


igle: 


1912: 


Constable W. P. Marshall 
Constable A. P. White 
Special Constable Val Noga 


Constable W. P. Marshall 
Constable A. P. White 
Special Constable Val Noga 


Constable W. P, Marshal] 
Constable A. P. White 
Special Constable B. Lesperance 


Constable W. P. Marshall 
Constable A. P. White 
Special Constable B. Lesperance 


Constable W. P. Marshall 
Constable A. P. White 
Special Constable P. Seviers 


Constable H. Moorhead 
Constable A. P. White 


Constable A. P. White 
Special Constable Val Moga 


Constable L. R. C. Drury-Lowe 
Constable A. P. White 
Special Constable Val Moga 


Constable L. R. C. Drury-Lowe 
Constable A. P. White 
Special Constable Val Moga 


Constable W. P. Marshall 
Constable A. P. White 
Special Constable Val Moga 


Constable W. P. Marshall 
Constable A. P. White 
Special Constable Val Moga 


Constable W. P. Marshall 
Constable A. P. White 
Special Constable Val Moga 


Constable W. P, Marshall 
Constable A. P. White 
Special Constable Val Moga 


Constable W. P. Marshall 
Constable A. P. White 
Special Constable Val Moga 








1912: 













April 


May 1912: 
dune 1gi2: 
duly 1912: 


August 1912: 


September 1912: 





Constable W. P. Marshall 
Constable A. P. White 


Constable W. P. Marshall 
Constable A. P. White 


Constable A. P. White 


Two constables listed as being 
present at Writing-on-Stone. 


Corporal A. P. White 
Constable R. W. Taylor 


Corporal A. P. White 
Constable R. W. Taylor 
Special Constable J. Mercier 
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APPENDIX THREE 


SAMPLE APPLICATION FOR ENGAGEMENT IN THE N.W.M.P. 


Name (in full) 
Address 
By whom recommended 


Questions to be answered by Applicant in his own handwri tin 





Questions. 


(1) What has been your occupation during the last five years? 
(2) Do you understand the care and management of horses, and can you 
ride well? 
(3) Have you at any time served in any Military or Police Force; if 
$0, when, and why were you discharged? 
(4) Have you previously served in the N.W, Mounted Police; if so, 
when and why were you discharged? 
(5) Have you at any time applied for engagement in the Mounted Police 
and been rejected by the Medical examiner? 
(6) What is your age? 
* Height? 
i Weight? 
w Chest measurement? 
(7) Are you married or single? 


Date 


Signature of Applicant 


Note 





Certificate of character must accompany this application. 
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APPENDIX FOUR 


SAMPLE MEDICAL EXAMINATION 


Place of Examination 





Date, 

Age, sees Years. oe. Months 

Height, seesees Feete....esInches in socks 
Weight, Ibs stripped 





Chest girth, at forced expiration. 
® on full expiration 

Muscular development, 

Previous occupation, 

Intelligence, 

Temperament, 

Complexion, 

Hair, 

Eyes, 

Sight, 

Hearing, 

Feet, \ 

Heart, 

Lung, 

Hernia, 

Hemorrhoids and Varix, 

Vaccine Marks, 

Body Marks, 

The Applicant says that he has not had:- 

Rheumatism, 

Syphilis, 

Epilepsy, 

Haemoptysis, 


inches Stripped 
nches Stripped 















Remarks :~ 





Examining Surgeon 
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Memorandum for Medical Examiner. 


The attention of medical examiners of applicants for service in this 
Force is particularly drawn to the necessity for observing the utmost 
care in making the examinations, inasmuch as members of the Force are 
committed to the performance of duties often necessarily associated with 
danger and fatigue, which tax severely the physical power, in a region 
where luxuries, or even the ordinary comforts of life to which they have 
in many cases been accustomed, must be dispensed with. To this end, 
having abundant opportunity for judicious choice, only those absolutely 
free from any physical or constitutional defect should be received. 

In order that reliable means for identification may remain in 
possession of the Department, any distinctive marks, as well as ordinary 
features peculiar to the individual should be carefully noted. 

Any ‘one known to be addicted to the inordinate use of alcohol, opium 
or other drug, or whose constitution has heen impaired by previous indul- 
gence should be rejected. 

The lungs and heart must be devoid of disease or (even so far as can 
be judged) tendency to disease. 

The digestive organs, beginning with the teeth, healthy; the hearing 
and eyesight unimpaired, 

The muscular system must be well developed, the eyesight good and the 
fingers and toes free from defects and deformities. 

As much of their duty will be performed in the saddle special care 
should be observed that no disease, congenital or acquired, exists in 
connection with the generative organs or rectum. 

The minimum height is 5 feet 8 inches; the minimum chest measurement 
35 inches, and the maximum weight 175 Ibs. 

The medical examination fee paid by the Government throughout Canada, 
when authorized, is Two Dollars for each man examined. 
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Figure 2: Writing-on-Stone, 1897. View from north, 
showing barracks and stables. (Glenbow, NA 2257-5). 





Figure 3: South elevation, barrack building, Writing-on-Stone, 1897. 
(Glenbow, NA 2257-6) 








Figure 4: 
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Writing-on-Stone, 1897, showing southwest elevation of 


barrack building. (Provincial Archives of Alberta, PAA 1605) 





Figure 5: Stable and tack room, Writing-on-Stone. 
Headquarters, 3622-2) 





Figure 6: 


23 


Writing-on-Stone, 1910. 





(Water Survey of Canada 2043) 
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Figure 7: Quarantine districts on the Milk River. 
(Glenbow-Alberta Institute) 





PART 11 


The Structural History of 
Mriting-on-Stone NWMP Post 











Establishment of wri ting-on-Stone: 


1. As you are aware, during 1886, the Patrol Detachnents east of Lethbridge 
were stationed about midway between the Galt Railway and the boundary line at 
Chin Coulee, Forty Mile Coulee and Bull's Head Coulee. The water and feed at 
all these places being bad, I with your approval, moved the Detachments south, 
placing one twenty-four miles south of Lethbridge at "Kipp's Coulees" 
"Milk River Ridge" twenty-five miles further south and a little east; one at 
“writing on Stone Coulee," thirty miles east of the "Milk River Ridge" Detach- 
ments and another Pendant d'Oreille, thirty-five miles still further east, 
which latter party rode fifty miles and connected with a Detachment of "A" 
Division, stationed south-west of the head of the Cypress Hills. A new out- 
post was also established midway between the Milk River Ridge Detachment and 
that on the St. Mary's River, (fifty-eight miles south-east of Macleod) so 
that the whole frontier from the base of the Rockies to the head of the 
Cypress, where the duty was taken up by "A" Division, was closely watched. 
Stations should also be built for the detachments from Lethbridge at 
Kipp's Coulee, Milk River Ridge, Writing on Stone Coulee, Pendant d'Oreille, 
and at some point to be selected midway between the latter place and the 
western detachment of "A" Division, the distance between the two places 
(50 miles) being too great. By your direction a quantity of hay has been 
distributed in stacks between Lethbridge and Pendant d'Oreille, so that, should 
occasion demand, the patrol, which was withdrawn when the winter set in, can 


one on 


move. 


- Sessional Papers of Canada, vol. 21, no. 17, 1888, pp. 45-50 (report 
of Superintendent P. R. Weale, 1887). 





I selected the men for British Columbia, and sent out the relief to Pen 
d'Oreille Coulee and Writing Stone, leaving the other detachments until the 
arrival of "k" Division, which was shortly to relieve me. 

On the same afternoon, [June 8, 1887] Inspector Bradley had by my orders 
gone out to relieve the outposts on Milk River Ridge and Kipp's Coulee, 
reinforce the posts at Pen d'Oreille and Writing Stone, and take charge at 
Pen d'Oreille Coulee until further orders. Inspector Likely to take charge of 
the whole of the posts, and locate himself on Milk River Ridge. 
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During the last week in March, I was directed by Superintendent Neale 
to go out and select points for the detachments along the boundary Tine, and 
started on the 28th March. I went south, across Kipp's Coulee, to tne Milk 
River Ridge, and from there, via Writing Stone to Pen d'Oreille Coulee, both 
places where the river may be forded easily when the water is very high, and 
the banks being accessible are much used by travellers and law-breakers in 
crossing the boundary. Between these two points there are sixteen very high 
and steep banks or soft spots, which make a crossing very difficult. I 
moved out to Badwater Lake, and found that a detachment at Pen d'reille 
Coulee could easily communicate with any post situated west or south of the 
Cypress Hills. 

On the 8th April I sent Inspector Wood in charge of the men to be posted 
for patrol duty, and in accordance with my instructions he posted two constables 
at Kipp's Coulee as a connecting link between Milk River Ridge and Lethbridge, 
one sergeant and six constables at Writing Stone, and the same nunber at Pen 
d'Oreitle Coulee. 

During the time the division remained in the district, constant patrol- 
ling, night and day was kept up between the detachments, the eastern outpost 
of "H" Division communicating with my post at Milk River Ridge, which patrolled 
as far as No. 2 Post of "A" Division, situated near the south-west point of 
the Cypress Hills. The whole of the detachments sent out patrols to the south- 
ward during each day, and men with field glasses, situated on high hills, but 
concealed as much as possible, viewed the country in every direction. 

A telegram from you dated the 20th May directed me to hold myself in 
readiness to proceed with my division to Kootenay District, B.C. I sent out a 
party the following morning to relieve the outposts at Pen d'Oreille Coulee 
and Writing Stone, these places being so far distant that the reliefs could 
not be delayed without great inconvenience to the service. 


= Sessional Papers of Canada, vol.21, no. 17, 1888, pp. 52-57 (report 
of Superintendent S. Steele, 1887). 


3. Log buildings with stables and corrals have been built at convenient 
places along the frontier, particularly along the base of the Cypress Hillss 
these afford shelter to our men in bad weather, and enable our patrols to go 
out earlier and stay later in the season that they otherwise could, and if 
allowed the necessary small amount of money, I propose next season to build 
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at convenient situations all along the frontier, the labor being done by the 
Police, and by putting up hay at these posts, a great saving of horse flesh 
will result. 














- Sessional Papers of Canada, vol. 21, no. 17, 1888, p. 8 (report of 
Commissioner L. W. Herchmer, 1887). 





















4. During the time I [Steele] was out and I travelled via Kipps Coulee, the 
West End of Milk River Ridge, Writing Stone, Pen d'oreille Coulee and Peace 
Buttes and decided to recommend to you that parties consisting of 1 Non Com 
Officer and five men should be stationed at all the points but the last named, 
and that an officer should be stationed at the Writing Stone. 

On the 8th I sent Inspector Wood and three Sergeants and 17 men to Milk 
River with supplies and tanks, directing Inspector Wood to take charge of the 
patrols, and post Sergeant Roby with five men at Pen d'oreille Coulee, Sergeant 
Gordon and five men at Writing Stone (or Rocks)... . 

I {Superintendent Steele] would recommend strongly that the detachments 
along Milk River be increased to six Constables each, and that two more 
detachments be placed, one between Pen d'oreille and Writing Stone, and the 
other between the latter place and the Milk River Ridge. 

On the 16th May, Inspector Likely relieved Inspector Wood, who had been 
in charge of the detachments on outpost duty, and the latter Officer returned 
to Lethbridge for duty. 

Sergeant White, 1 Acting Corporal and 24 Constables for K Uivision arrived 
here Sunday morning the 29th May, from Regina, Sergeant White has since returned 
to Regina. 

On the 20th May, I received a telegram from the Commissioners informing 
me that I was to hold myself in readiness to proceed with the Division to 
Kootenay District, British Colunbia, and that thirty men of "E" Division would 
leave Calgary for Lethbridge for the purpose of taking the outpost duties until 
the arrival of "k" Division from the North May 29 , and that I was at once to 
relieve the farthest outposts so as to save time. 

































- R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 1069, file 172, April-May 1887. 


5. I [Assistant Commissioner Herchmer] arrived at Writing Stone distant 
30 miles on the 13th, and inspected detachment consisting of 1 Non Com (Corp. 
O'Brien) 5 cons. and 7 horses, and found everything in excellent order, in 
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fact this was the most orderly camp I have yet seen, evidently discipline 
jnas been very well kept up. The horses were in splendid condition and 
the men had no complaints. I strongly reconmend Corp]. O'Brien for pro- 
motion. The site of camp is excellent, good water and feed, but no wood. 
I recommend that at this place turf buildings be erected, scantling for the 
frames and lumber for roof, floor and shingles could easily be freighted 
from Lethbridge. I arrived at Milk River Ridge on 14th, a distant 25 
wiles... 

I [Superintendent McDonnel1] recommend that all the outposts of K be 
drawn in about the end of this month, certainly not later that the 15th 


Novenber. 


= R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 1071, file 183, October-November 1887. 


6. Inspector Z. T. Wood, the officer selected to take charge of the patrol 
camps [along the Nilk River], left Lethbridge with men, horses and equipment 
and struck out for the Milk River. Encountering weather conditions sur- 
passing even those endured by Superintendent Steele's party, he pressed on 
through Kipp's Coulee, where he left two men to act as a connecting Tink 
with Lethbridge and turned southeast toward a point on the Milk River known 
as liriting Rock or Writing-on-Stone. Enroute, a sergeant and six constables 
were detached to establish a camp at Milk River Ridge to the south. 

Travel with the heavily laden teams was slow and arduous and two days 
out from Lethbridge and eight miles from the Milk River, the party rested. 
Early the next morning a fierce blizzard swept down on the weary travellers 
pinning them in camp and compelling them to break up ration boxes and barrels 
for firewood. Two days later the storm had abated and the party, freeing 
itself from the snow-bound camp, pushed on to the Milk River and camped some 
five miles from Writing-on-Stone. Leaving a sergeant and six constables at 
this point, Inspector Wood continued to Pendant d'Oreille Coulee which had 
been selected as the site of the most westerly outpost of the division. The 
following day, Inspector Wood retraced his steps to Writing-on-Stone from 
which point he would administer the patrol camps. . . . By the spring of 1887, 
“D" Division patrol camps were in operation at Kipp's Coulee on the old Benton 
trail south of Lethbridge; Milk River Ridge, 20 miles to the south; Writing- 
on-Stone, 30 miles to the east and at Pendant d'Oreille, 35 miles farther east. 
Then, in May, "D" Division was warned for duty in the Kootenay district and in 
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June was relieved at Lethbridge by "Kk" Division. 


- R.C.M.P. Archives, detachments histories 


7. At Writing on Stone there is wood for firing, and some logs have been 
cut ina coulee by the detachment during the summer, with a view to putting 
up buildings, but owing to the epidemic among our horses the logs could not 
be got out. A trail about four miles long has, however been cut from the 
mouth of the coulee to the tinber, and an intervening creek has been bridged, 
so that the logs can be "snaked" when horse-power is available. This is an 
‘important outpost, being a few miles north of the Sweet Grass Hills and the 
mining camp there. 





~ Sessional Papers of Canada, vol. 22, no. 13, 1889, p. 69 (report 
‘of Superintendent Deane for 1888). 


8. Next year, with your [John A. Macdonald] permission, I propose to 
establish small permanent outposts at all the most important points, not 

only along the frontier, but all over the country. This will enable us to 
keep our men out all winter and will be a great saving in the constitutions 

of both men and horses. In the early spring and late fall both meet, occasion- 
ally, with great hardships for want of shelter. . . . All parts of the 
country are anxious for the presence of our men, and the advance of the rail- 
ways into the Territories calls for a corresponding increase in the number of 
outposts. 





= Sessional Papers of Canada, vol. 22, no. 13, 1889, p. 9 (report of 
Commissioner L. W. Herchmer, 1888). 





9. Nothing of moment has occured during the month, owing to the frequent 
snow storms. . . . The detachments being all posted and provisioned. 

Insp. Bradley left to inspect the outposts, taking with him Const. Mcrae 
and a portable forge to be established at Writing on Stone. 


- R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 1103, file 146, April-May 1888. 


10. I have this day sent Const. McRae, Assist. blacksmith, with the portable 
forge etc, to Writing on Stone to be there stationed for the present as a 
tentative measure. 
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- +. the camp was struck by a hurricane: two of the tents were 
‘immediately blown down and badly ripped, the remaining two we managed. . . 
to save. At present we are all obliged to take refuge in the store tent - 
it is almost impossible to sleep in the cook tent which is a very old one 
and leaks very badly during the rain. I sent out our last two new tents 
next morning... 

On the 7th inst. I shifted Writing on Stone camp, to better feeding 
ground about 1 mile down the river, on to the North side of Milk River. 

I can learn there is no timber at Kipp's Coulee, or at Milk River Ridge. 
At liriting on Stone, the nearest timber is 20 miles distant on the Vest 
Butte. 


- R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 1111, file 193, May-July 1888. 


11. The camp at this place is now on this side of the river and in a suitable 
place for permanent buildings. Logs, sufficient to build a stable to contain 
10 horses, can be procurred within 4 miles of camp. They are in a coulee 
which is difficult of access but Sergeant Todd and Constable McRae (an old 
lumberman) are confident they can get then [logs] out. . .I think it would be 
better to build the Barrack rooms, etc., of lumber - accomodation for 8 men 
is necessary - 10 would be better. . . 


= RAC. Papers: RG-18, vol. 1116, file 301, July 1888, 
(Superintendent Deane to Commissioner.) 





12. The detachments at Writing on Stone and Pendant d'Oreille are getting 

out logs for building stables, and, as I have before reported hope to get 

some working pay for their trouble, but I have hitherto received no instruct- | 
ions on that point. 


- R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 1103, file 146, August 1888. — | 


13. I think it would save horse flesh very much, and allow patrol duty to 
be performed more efficiently, if one or two (according to circumstances) | 
pack horses were supplied to each outpost. With these should be furnished a | 
small A tent like, the "tente d'abu" (poles 4 ft.) which will accomodate 3 men, | 
and with which such @ party can patrol for 3 days without inconvenience. At 
present when the commencing trip starts from Writing-on-Stone for Pendant 

d'Oreille (40 miles) he is obliged to ride, irrespective of weather etc. and 
the chances are his horse has a sore back before he gets home, if the trip is 






















@ rough one. Our present A tents are too large and cumbersome. 





- R.C.M.P. Papers: 





RG-18, vol. 21, file 373, August 1888. 


14. In order to isolate horses and so far as possible stop the spread of 
this disease [typhoid] I have made the following disposition. 

The weekly patrol between detachments are altered so that each detach- 
ment connects halfway between camps, and each party returns the same day to 
its own camp. . . . I move Writing on Stone about 3 miles down the river 
tomorrow. 


- R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 1111, file 193, September 1888. 


15. On the 12th instant a prairie fire occurred at Writing on Stone camp, 
report upon which I have already sent you. 
- R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 1111, file 193, September 1888. 


16. . . .found the tents again pitched in the long grass close to the burnt 
ground. I got the burnt ground swept and camp put on it thus making a 
good fire guard, it was too dangerous to leave it in the long grass... . 


- R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol 1116, file 301, 11 October 1888. 
Inspector Bradley. 


17... -upper portion of Writing on Stone flat is burnt also camp ground 
occupied by the detachment a few weeks ago and vacated owing to fear the 
contagion from diseased horses. . . . This fire is no doubt a blessing in 
disguise so far as our camping grounds are concerned. . . - 


- R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 1111, file 193, 26 October 1888. 


18. On the 2ist inst. the Pendant d'Oreille, Writing-on-Stone and Kipp 
Coulee detachments, also two men from Milk River Ridge arrived in Barracks. 


= R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 21, file 373, November 1888. 


19. A permanent camp has been built this year at Writing on Stone, and 

the Minister of Customs the other day said he had not seen many better 
buildings even in Ontario. The house measured 24 ft by 18 ft with lean-to 
kitchen, good cellar, shingle roof, etc. The stable measures 30 ft by 18 ft 
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shingle roofed, and capable of holding ten horses. A hay corral 55ft by 
40 ft has been constructed, and about 20 tons of hay put up. The camp is 
charmingly situated at the mouth of a coulee about five miles long on the 
south side of the river. 

The sides of the coulee are very precipitous and rocky. A fence at 
the mouth and another fence across the coulee about a mile make an excel~ 
Jent corral for horses, where the shelter and feed are all that can be 
desired. The coulee abounds in wild currant bushes, the fruit of which is 
very fine. The logs used in the buildings and etc, were cut about four 
miles up the coulee by three or four of our own men, who have been chopping 
and building ever since June. Hauling the logs down the coulee was rough 
work and occupied a good deal of time. The road in the river bottom 
approaching the camp has been improved for about three miles, and made prac- 
ticable for heavy teams. The ford has been graded and made good. A black- 
smith's shop has just been completed and the assistant farrier will remain 
all the winter, so will the veterinary surgeon. 

In all respects this is a well situated post, entirely out of sight from 
the other side, close to the Sweet Grass Hills and in the Tine of travel 
therefrom. 

A good deal has at times been said about permanent outposts, and exception 
taken to the trifling expense entailed by them. To my mind the question does 
not admit of argument. An army in presence of an enemy covers itself with 
outposts. We police have to look for enemies from within as well as from 
without, and our army is the general public, the isolated settler whose repose 
and security it is our business to ensure. 

You allowed me $1100 for the three outposts [Writing on Stone, Pendant 
d'Oreille and Milk River Ridge]. In the purchase of material for roofs, 
floors and etc, and tools, I have expended approximately $975, which will 
Teave $125 to be distributed in working pay. 


=pSeeb tonal aber of* Canadas WoL: 23 dm 10, 1890, pp. 44-46 (report 
> 1889). 





20. The erection of comfortable outposts has, as foreshadowed in my last 
report, received a great deal of attention, most comfortable quarters have 
been erected at Kipp, Porcupine Hills, St Marys, Writing on Stone, Milk River 
Ridge, and other places. . . . The skilled and other labour, on all these 








{ 
i 
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‘improvements, has been done entirely by police, and the clerk of public 
works and other qualified critics who have seen much of the work speak in 
the highest praise of the workmanship and comparative cost; a great saving 
to the department, as well as increased efficiency will ensue. 


- Sessional Papers of Canada, vol. 23, no. 10, 1890, p. 2 
report oF Cor + W. Herchmer, 1889) 





21. Writing-on-Stone 


Lumber and flooring, 4,450 feet. 135.27 









Shingles, 18,500 87.88 
Doors, 3 15.00 
Windows, 5 13.75 
Hardware: isinke ees 40.00 





= Sessional Papers of Canada. Appropriation Accounts, 
Annual report of the tor-General for 1889, D-192. 





22. Writing-on-Stone 
About 26 miles from the Ridge 

Consists of 1 non com (Sergt. White) 

8 Constables, including shoeing smith and Asst. vet, who make this place 
their headquarters. 

6 saddle horses & 1 pack 

2 waggon horses 

I found everything correct, horses, arms and saddlery in good order. 

With the following exceptions. 

Two sheet tents and 2 bell tents conmencing to wear out, had been 
regularly repaired. As stated above there are constant severe winds which 
are very bad at times. 

I would reconmend that a house 24'x18' with Tean-to kitchen 12'x16' 
and stable 30'x18' be erected. . .as it is advisable to keep this detach- 
ment out all winter. . .sufficient logs can be obtained within 3 miles to 
build house with solid logs and the stable with a red river frame. . . . 
There is a large ravine opening out at the spot selected for buildings which 
by running a fence across in 2 places would make a fine pasture. . .this is 
the ravine in which is the timber. . . . Writing Stone is an important point 
to watch, it is one of the few crossings of the MiTk River. 


= R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 1140, file 180, June 1889. 
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23. Staff Sergt Keenan, who was sent from Regina to superintend the log 
buildings at the Outposts, came in from Writing-on-Stone on the 11th, 
suffering from dysentery - having been taken i11 almost immediately on 
arrival at the Outpost. He has since recovered and returned. . . . The 

log house at Writing-on-Stone is finished and the men are working at the 
stable. The hay crop is lighter than was expected and Insp. Bradley reports 
that the Milk River below Writing-on-Stone has ceased to run. The men would 
have to dig wells any way for the winter and this they are now doing. 


= R.C.M.P, Papers: RG-18, vol. 30, file 130, May-August 1889. 


24. The buildings at Writing on Stone were progressing too slowly and I 
took steps to expedite matters a little. The site is excellent being in 

the river bottom and at the mouth of a large coulee where the feed is excel~ 
lent and where a few hundred feet of fencing will corral the horses effectively. 
The Coulee abounds with fruit. . .red, white and black currants etc. . 

There is not much timber left now that we have our house and stable and corrals 
and fences, besides supplying posts and rails for Milk River Ridge and coal. . . 
for the winter use of the detachment. 


- R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 30, file 130, September 1889. 


25. October 3, 1889: Insp. Baker reports that the buildings at Writing- 
on-Stone are completed, plastered within with lime and without with clay. 
He says the men will be very confortable. 

October 12, 1889: During the week ending the 7th instant the detach 
men were busy mudding buildings, cleaning up etc. 

October 1889: The buildings for the detachment at Writing on Stone 
are completed and the men and horse will be very comfortable. Mr. McKenzie 
Bowell said he had not seen many better log houses even in Ontario 


- R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 30, file 130, October 1889. 


26. November 21, 1889: Nothing of importance. Patrolling has been regularly 
performed the 7 horses having travelled 290 miles from the 12th to the 18th 
inclusive. The men are cutting and hauling logs to build a forge. 


= R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 30, file 130, November 1889. 
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27. List of Buildings and Improvements made during the year 1889 in the 
Lethbridge District - 

"K" Division. Lethbridge and Outposts 

Outpost Buildings erected by Department of Public Works with Police labor. 


= R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol.37, file 985, November 1889. 











Barrack Complex (R2A1): 


The barrack building at Writing-on-Stone was constructed in 1889. It 
measured 18 feet by 24 feet, with a log kitchen lean-to 12 feet by 16 feet. 
The roof of the building was shingled and in 1890, porches were constructed 
on both the front and rear doors, Because of cold weather during the winter, 
the structure had to be sheathed inside with building paper (probably Manila 
paper) and wood. This was done in 1892. On several occasions the building 
was whitewashed and limed, and in 1915 extensive repairs were undertaken. 

From the purchase list for the latter project, one can assume that the bar- 
rack building was reshingled, whitewashed and perhaps refitted with new lumber 
(80 linear feet of 1x6 common lumber was ordered). The last reference to 

the buildings's condition came in 1916, when Superintendent P. W. Pennefather 
noted that "Much needed repairs were also done at Writing-on-Stone." 

The N.C.0.'s quarters were added to the east wall of the barrack building 
jn 1890. The structure measured 16 feet by 20 feet and was divided into two 
rooms. The roof was said to have been shingled. In contrast to the barrack 
building which was whitewashed inside, the officer and N.C.0.'s rooms were 
painted with a mixture of of] and varnish. In fact, they were frequently 
coated with this mixture to prevent bugs from overrunning the premises. 


1. Writing on Stone- ‘ 


Log house - 18x24 
"" kitchen - (lean-to) 12x16 
"stable - 18x30 to hold 10 horses 

Roofs shingled. 


- R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 37, file 985, November 1889. 


2. The house measures 24 ft. by 18 ft. with lean-to kitchen, good cellar, 
shingle roof, etc. 


- se 





jonal Papers of Canada, vol. 23, no. 10, 1890, pp. 44-45. 





3. Writing on Stone. Consisting of 
1 non Com (Corp!. Higginbotham) 
5 Constables 
9 Horses, 8 saddle 
1 pack pony 
found everything correct, in good order and no complaints. A corral has been 
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built this year & a stone store house is being put up also the logs are in 
the ground for an addition to the quarters of 20x15 to be divided into two 
rooms for use of officer and non com officer. 

Porches are also to be put up to the front and kitchen doors of the 
Pend'Oreille and Writing Stone. 


- R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 45, file 872, November 1890. 


4. A lean-to of logs 16'x20' is also being added to the present building 
which will afford a room for an officer and another for the N.C.0. in charge: 
this addition will have a shingle roof: and the main building will have a 
storm porch. 


- R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 1187, file 230, November 1890. 


5. . ., a lean-to addition [N.C.0. quarters] to last year's house, 16x20 
feet, with shingle roofs intended for rooms for an officer and the non- 
commissioned officer in charge of the detachment. . . 


~ Sessional Papers of Canada, vol. 24, no. 15, 1891, p. 53. 


6. We happen to have a little lime on hand and I have ordered the build- 
ings at Writing on Stone and Pendant d'Oreille to be whitewashed before 
winter, because the logs not being quite straight. It would not cost much 
to line them with Manilla lining and a ceiling of the same material would 
economize a great deal on the stove heat, in fact it would lessen the expend- 
iture of coal and save some of the wear and tear of the heating stoves. 


= R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 63, file 247, July 1892. 


7. recently sent Sergt. Davis round the Milk River outposts, to examine 
and report on the buildings etc. . . . Writing on Stone log buildings 

should be sheathed, ceiled and papered - Kitchen roof requires patching - 

he suggests an additional window in the kitchen and in the officers and N.C.0.'s 
rooms - I do not agree with him as to that. 


- R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 63, file 247, September 1892. 


8... .barrack room was very cold in winter; it is now being sheathed inside 














with building paper and wood. 


~ Sessional Papers of Canada, vol 26, no. 9, 1893, p. 87. 


9. The kitchen roof leaks in one place and I have sent out one bundle of 
shingles, which Corpl. Dickson can put on round the stove pipe. 


- R.C.M.P, Papers: RG-18, vol. 74, file 73, July 1893. 


10. Corp. Dickson's room is infected by bugs and he was sleeping in the 
open air. I have now sent out some insecticide. 


~ R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 74, file 73, September 1893. 4 


11. At Writing-on-Stone and Pendant d'Oreille the buildings are much improved 
by having been lined with paper and ceiled lumber. 


~ Sessional Papers of Canada, vol. 27, no. 11, 1894, p. 84. 
12. The bugs are terribly bad in the Guard Room, and at Writing on Stone, 


where the men wish to try the effect of paint at their own expense. 


RG-18, vol. 104, file 131, August 1895. 





~ R.C.M.P. Paper: 


13. Constable Wood, the tinsmith, has fitted the stoves with new castings. 


= R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 104, file 131, September 1895. 


14. Six bushels of lime are also required to replaster the houses, which 
were very cold last winter. The men have bought paint and white lead for 
painting the inside of their building. 


- R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 1338, file 119, September 1895. 


15. Writing on Stone detachment required 3 roof saddles for stove pipes, to 
replace others completely worn out, as certified by Const. Wood, the tinsmith, 
who examined then. These at $1.75 each, will amount to $5.25, as shown 

in enclosure E. 


- R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 112, file 729, November 1895. 
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16. Inspector Williams reports that the Barrack room and kitchen at Writing- 
on-Stone require to be refloored. I have sent out for an estimate of the 
lumber required. 


- R.C.M.P, Papers: RG-18, vol. 1338, file 119, December 1895. 


17. Statement of Repairs, additions, painting etc., required in "k" Division, 
for 1895-96. 

Painting of Houses at: 

Milk River Ridge 

Writing on Stone 

Pendant d'Oreille. 


- R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 1323, file 33, 1895-1896. 


18. I had ordered Const. Aylsworth to start for Writing on Stone tomorrow 
with thé flooring for the buildings there, but a snowstorm from the north 

has set in, and the roads, which are becoming fairly good, will now become 
blocked for the next 10 days or fortnight, so that lumber must go by train. 


- R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 114, file 25, March 1896. 


19. dust now they are busy about their house, the lower logs have rotted, 
and are to be replaced by new sills taken from 2 hay racks, which we did 
not require to use last year, and shall not want now, as far as we can see. 


= R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 114, file 25, June 1896. 


20. The lower logs of the house at Writing-on-Stone were found to be very 

rotten, and Corporal Dickson, and the men of his detachment removed them and 
replaced them by a sandstone foundation. That improvement and a new kitchen 
floor to the same building comprise the extent of repairs on the Milk River. 


8 


3 





'1_Papers of Canada, vol. 31, no. 11, 1897, p. 97. 








21. I drove over to this detachment on 9th Instant and inspected it. The 
barrack building is not as good as that at Coutts being of log and much smaller. 
The barrack room is too small for the number of men at present stationed theres 











92 


Corporal Dickson, in temporary conmand. 
3 Constables, 
th ae 4 in hand teamster. 
1 blacksmith (special) 
2 line rider (1 special, 1 American) 
Total: 8 
In addition to these 8 permanent members there are men there continually from 
the other detachments with horses to be shod, so that this detachment is always 
crowded. It cannot be healthy, and I instructed Superintendent Deane to put 
some of them under canvas. There is no mess room and the men have to dine in 
the kitchen, which is very small, very hot in sunmer, and quite unsuited for 
a mess room. The barrack room was not particularly clean or neat. 
Corporal Dickson also raised the barrack building and placed new sills under 
it, and built a low stone wall all round the building. 


- R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 129, file 64, June 1897. 


22. The kitchen requires painting inside, and the Officer and N.C.0. Room 
requires a coat of oi] and varnish mixed. 


- R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 231, file 270, May 1902. 


23. Barrack Building contains barrack room to hold Six men, mess room and 
kitchen at back, in one, At end of building two rooms for N.C.0. in charge 
and inspecting officer. Built of log, shingle roof. In fair order. Requires 
remudding.. 


= R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 1497, file 78, July 1902. 


24. The other buildings on detachment built of log, all require to be remudded 
and limed. . . 


- R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol 1497, file 78, August 1902. 


25. The quarters have been newly-mudded and whitewashed and looks well. 


= R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 1490, file 15, October 1902. 


26. The barrack room at Writing on Stone has been painted. 


- R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 250, file 177, January 1903. 
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27... .an estimate of repairs. . .Milk River Sub-District. . . . 

| Writing on Stone 
| Flooring for kitchen, barracks and new ceiling 15.83 
| Building a new cow stable 12x18 for horses from other Detachments 42.08 
| Painting kitchen, Barrack room, N.C. off. and officer rooms 11.36 
Painting all roofs 10.74 


~ R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 274, file 383, July 1903. 


28. . . .with the exception of Coutts all the detachment have been painted and 
whitewashed outside and painted inside, neatness and tidyness. 

The repairs to floors, kitchen, blacksmith shop and new saddle room at 
Writing-on-Stone. . .have not been done yet, I expect to send the carpenter to 
do the work this week. . . . I intend to have ventilation of each stable door 
this winter... . 


- R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 1517, file 19, November 1903. 


29. Writing on Stone, Milk River Ridge and Pendant d'Oreille detachments have 
been painted inside and white-washed outside. They were clean and tidy. The 
surroundings of each were also clean and tidy. 


- R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 250, file 177, November 1903. 





30. Writing on Stone 
Painted inside and outside and whitwashed, floor in kitchen, new constables 
and saddle room. Blacksmith shop repaired, kitchen new floor, sheeted inside 
and ceiling also painted. 
= R.C.M.P. Papers: 6-18, vol.274, file 383, March 1904. 
\ 31. Very clean and tidy and in repair, except that the foundation is not good. 


= R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 1552, file 19, March 1905. 


32. The buildings at Writing on Stone and Pendant d'Oreille are reported to be 
infested with bugs. . . . If these detachments are to be kept up new buildings 
should be erected. 

- R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 315, file 202, August 1906. 


33. Old stove wont bake. Fire grant is burnt out. Name of stove, "McClarrys 











Famous" date 1890. 
= R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 1564, file 3, November 1906. 


34. The Pendant d'Oreille and Writing on Stone buildings considerably damaged 
by flood. 
= R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 353, file 152, June 1908. 


35. I have the honour to report that on Saturday the 6th inst. the river 
suddenly rose about 12 feet between 12 noon and 2 p.m. 

The blacksmith shop was swept away, the roof caught in some tall trees 
and remains, but the remainder is gone. The stable, oat house and hay shed 
were flooded. All the oats (300 Ibs) and most of the hay was soaked. 

The Detachment buildings were flooded, but owing to our having piled the 
things up so high there was Tittle damage done to property. The wall of the 
oat house caved in. The Detachment pasture fence was carried away for 200 yards 
on the west side and 130 yards on the east side, the water closet was also swept 
away. After moving and piling up the police property and driving the horses up 
Police Coulee, Const. O'Connor and Spl. Const. Parker left the Detachment for 
John Bohn's place on Rocky Coulee. 

I returned to the Detachment at 9 P.M. and found that the water had risen 
two or three feet. I came to the Detachment again about 7 A.M: on the morning 
of the 7th inst. and found the water had fell four feet. I could enter the 
Detachment and stables, I then patrolled to Coutts to report. On the 8th inst. 
I returned to the Detachment with Sergt. Oliver and Const. Green when we found 
that the water had gone down from about the buildings. 


- R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 359, file 371, June 1908. 


36. The old log shacks and stables at Writing on Stone, Pendant d'Oreille and 
Medicine Lodge have about outlived their usefulness. I would reconmend that 
arrangements be made for the erection of new buildings at these points. . . 
The principle complaint against these places is that they have become infested 
with bed-bugs, and although we have done everything to keep them down I find it 
impossible as they have got into the old logs and there is no way of getting 


rid of them. 


= R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 386, file 156, December 1910. 
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37. Buildings: No change. I submitted an Estimate of renewals and repairs, 
but was unable to estimate on new Detachment buildings as this would have to 
be done by tender and I could not form any idea as to the cost at Writing on 
Stone, Pendant d'Oreille, Wild Horse and Medicine Lodge. 


= R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 408, file 179, January 1911. 


38. You are authorized to purchase the necessary paint and shingles required 
to put these buildings in repair; you may also purchase locally, a supply of 
chloride of Lime to be distributed among your line detachments. 

= R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol.1652, file 40, June 1911. 
39. Detachment buildings along the line at Writing-on-Stone and Pendant 
d'Oreitle have about outlived their usefulness and should be replaced. They, 
‘as you know, are old log buildings and have for some time, been infested with 
vermin. If this is done I would reconmend that plans be drawn and all work be 
done by contract. 


= Sessional Papers of Canada, vol. 46, no. 20, 1912, p. 102. 


40. 1 would consider that suitable buildings could be erected for $2,000 each, 
including freight [Writing-on-Stone and Pendant d'Oreille]. 


- Sessional Papers of Canada, vol. 47, no. 21, 1913, p. 95. 


41. It is almost impossible to keep these old buildings free from vermin. 


= Sessional Papers of Canada, vol. 48, no. 24, 1914, p. 81. 


42. A few repairs have also been made at Writing on Stone. 


= R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 461, file 157, November 1914. 


43. I have the honour to reconmend the purchase of the following material: 


3000 shingles No. 1 
80 Lin. Ft 1 x 6, common lumber 
7 Ibs Shingle Nails 

50 lbs White Lead 

3 Gals. Oi 

& Tb. Lamp Black 

& Gal. Dark Red Paint 

2 Gals. Shingle Stain. 


This will be sufficient to put the Detachment building in a good state of repair, 














and to repaint it on the inside. 
I would also reconmend that: 


12 Planks 2x6, 12 ft. long 
5 Ibs. Four Inch Spikes 


be purchased for the construction of a culvert over a creek which runs though 
our property at Writing-on-Stone. 

At present this is a very nasty place to cross, and in the early Winter 
will be dangerous both to men and horses. There is no other way of crossing 
the creek when it is necessary to proceed in an Easterly direction. 


- R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 2522, file "Kk", November 1915. 


44. Transport 1 Boat serviceable 
Quarters Govt property. Have now been painted inside which 
greatly improves the appearnace. 
Stables Clean, well ventilated and sanitory. 


Other Buildings Hay Shed - This old stone-walled building has flooded 
recently during a heavy storm, the walls collapsed. A 
small amount of Tunber is necessary to put it in repair 
and I instructed S/Sergt. Munday to have this done. 


= R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol.1847, file 3, July 1916. 


45. Much needed repairs were also done at Writing-on-Stone. 
= Sessional Papers of Canada, vol. 52, no. 18, 1917, p. 174. 
46. [Exterior window framing on the Barrack building and N.C.0.'s quarters 


was painted a dark brown. Both the front and back porches were painted a 
brick red. The interior walls were probably not painted.] 


~ Interview with John and William O'Hara, 21 August 1975 


47. [Interior of barrack building was whitewashed. ] 


- Interview with Mrs. A. Verburg, 5 February 1976. 


48. [Interior of Barrack building was whitewashed. } 


= Interview with Russell Blackmer, 5 February 1976. 


49. [The window sills in the interior of the barrack building were varnished. 
‘These were white porcelain door knobs on the front door, with leaf hinges, 
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probably, on the doors. There was a door leading from the western most section 
of the N.C.0.'s quarters to the barrack building. No recollection of there being 
tongue-in-groove panelling in the front porch, but one was able to see through 
the exterior, plan lumber, covering.) 


= Interview with John and William O'Hara, 4 February 1976. 


50. [The barrack building was whitewashed. Window sills in the interior of 
the barrack building were varnished. Interior of kitchen may have been 
painted a dark blue.] 


- Interview with Frank Smyk, 5 February 1976. 


51. Adams, et al., Archaeological Investigations: Writing-on-Stone R.C.M.P 
Post, pp. 13-18. 














Stable (R2A2): 





The log stable built at Writing-on-Stone in 1889 measured 18 feet by 
30 feet and was reported to hold up to ten horses, even though there were 
only eight stalls. The roof of the structure was shingled and in 1893 an 
18 foot iron rod was installed to prevent it from spreading at the eaves. 
The building was remudded at least twice and was whitewashed on several 
occasions. In 1906, 1000 feet of plank was used to refloor the stable, the 
lumber being hauled from Coutts, Alberta. This project was completed at a 
cost of $30. 


1. Writing on Stone- 
Log house - 18x24 
"" kitchen - (Tean-to) 12x16 
"stable - 18x30 to hold 10 horses. 


Roofs shingled. 
- R.C.M.P, Papers: RG-18, vol. 37, file 985, November 1889. 


2. The stable measures 30 ft. by 18 ft. shingle roofed, and capable of 
holding ten horses. 


= Sessional Papers of Canada, vol. 23, no. 10, 1890, pp. 44-45. 


3. There was a very high wind on the night of the 23rd, the highest that 
has been experienced in the Milk River valley, and on my arrival at Writing 
on Stone Corporal Dickson reported that the stable had spread at the eaves. 
I wrote into the post for an iron rod, 18 feet long threaded at each end and 
with this it will probably be possible to brace the building sufficiently 
well. The walls have spread about 10 inches already. 


= R.C.M.P, Papers: RG-18, vol. 1338, file 119, September 1895. 


4, The stable is a good one and in good repair. 


- R.C.M.P Papers: RG-18, vol. 129, file 64, June 1897. 


5. The stable is warm and in a very fair state of repair. The extra corral 
stable will require considerable work on it next year. 


~ R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 1468, file 15, January 1901. 
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Stable, log, shingle roof, hold 8 horses. In fair order. Requires 


Lean to stable at back, very dilapitated. 


6. 
vrenudding. 








= R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 1497, file 78, July 1902. 





The stable requires remudding. 


= R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 1497, file 78, August 1902. 





8. All the stables on the detachments have been white-washed excepting 


Pendant d'Oreille. 





- R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 294, file 246, March 1905. 





9. . . «the mud has so much been swept out in this stable as to leave it 
[floor] in holes. Corp]. Brewer when in charge had been filling it with 
ashes making it filthy dirty. It will take a 1000 feet of plank to floor 
the stable. . . . I can have this completed by Paul Audent for $30.00 we 
to haul the lumber from Coutts: 


- R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 1569, file 35, October 1906. 


10. The stable at Writing on Stone has been floored, no change in Post 
stables. 
= R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 315, file 202, November 1906. 


11, The stables in the Post have been painted and lime washed, so also 
the stables at Writing on Stone, Medicine Hat, Coutts, Pendant d'Oreille and 
Medicine Lodge. 


- R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 440, file 169, April 1913. 


12. The Detachment stables have been plastered and fixed up for the winter. 


= R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol.440, file 169, September 1913. 





13. [The barn door was constructed in two parts (Dutch Door).] 


= Interview with John and William O'Hara, 21 August 1975. 
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14. [The barn was constructed of cottonwood logs, and the roof was shingled. 
Mr. Astle did not remember a door or an opening in the rear (north) wall of 
the stable.] 


- Interview with George Astle, 21 August 1975. 


15. [There was a horizontal tie beam located approximately half-way up the 
stable roof.] 


= Interview with Harold Audet, 16 September 1975. 


16. [The barn door was probably whitewashed (no certainty on this matter).] 


- Interview with John and William O'Hara, 4 February 1976. 


17. [There was a small opening in the rear (north) wall of the stable.} 


- Interview with Frank Smyk, 5 February 1976. 
18. Adams, et al., Op. cit., pp. 20-21. 
19. Werner Construction and Historical Consultant, Writing-on-Stone N.W.M.P. 


Post: The Findings of the stable, Horse Shelter and Tack Room, pp. 1-11 and 
Appendices 1 and 3-11. 5 
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Lean-to Stables (R2A2N): 


The first lean-to stable attached to the north wall of the barn was 
probably constructed in 1891. There are no figures as to its dimensions, 
but 600 feet of lumber was used to construct the roof. The walls are re- 
ported to have been built of straw and poles. In 1894, this structure was 
torn down and replaced by a lean-to made of sods and poles with a clay roof. 
The second lean-to was partially demolished in 1902 and replaced by a wooden 
shelter, 10 feet by 18 feet, built on the west end of the stable. A total 
of $27.16 was expended for the latter project. 


1, On 10 Oct: very heavy storm of rain and sleet. 

On 17 Oct: Detachment employed getting out rails and Firewood. 

On 24 Oct: Detachment employed plastering buildings, getting out fire- 
wood and posts and poles for “lean-to" stable. 

On 31 Oct: Getting out post & etc and building stable. 


- R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 1193, file 344, October 1890. 


2. 600 feet of lumber to construct a roof for the horse shelter; this is 
used for passing horses in excess of stable accomodation. 


- R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 1197, file 76, October 1891. 


3. Remainder of detachment employed putting roof on coal shed and horse 
shelter. 


= R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 52, file 364, November 1891. 


4. On arriving at Writing-on-Stone on Friday last I found the old straw 
stable removed. Corp! Dickson informed me that it had partially fallen 
down with the storm of the two previous days and that as he found it impos- 
sible to repair it he took it down altogether. I applied for leave last week 
for him to replace it with a sod stable as the old straw stable was in bad 
condition, i11 ventilated and beginning to smel1 badly. Const Aylesworth 
reports his team in excellent condition and their appearance verifies his 
words. 

[A meno beside report notes that it has been done and "forms a shelter 
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for extra horses."} 
The Lean-to looks very well [Pendant d'Oreille] indeed, the doors and 
ceilings are higher than at Writing on Stone. 


- R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 91, file 148, May 1894. 


5. Two very nice shelters for surplus horses have been constructed at 
Writing on Stone and Pendant d'Qreille with sods and poles, and with clay 
roofs. 


- R.C.M.P, Papers: RG-18, vol. 104, file 131, August 1895. 


6. At Writing-on-Stone 2 warm and roomy shelter for extra horses has been 
built of sods and poles. 


7. Since my last inspection a lean-to stable that will hold ten horses had 
been built by Corporal Dickson, and is a very serviceable, warm, structure. 


- R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 129, file 64, June 1897. 


8. The Sod Stable attached to the log Stable can be repaired to do another 
year. 


- R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 1490, file 15, April 1902. 


9. Lean-to on stable very delapitated, and should be pulled down. 


- R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 1497, file 78, August 1902. 


10. . . .the Asst. Commissioner reconmended. . .that the Sod stables at Writing 
on Stone should be torn down. There is not enough stable room there for the 
horses while there from other detachments for shoeing, there being only eight 
stalls. I would ask authority for expenditure of $27.16 for the purpose of | 
building a lean-to on the West end of the present log stable size 10x18 ft 
similar to that built at Pendant d'Oreille. This will give four extra stalls, 
and will put all our detachments in very good shape for the winter. 


> R.C.M.P. Papers: 





RG-18, vol. 1491, file 34, October 1902. 
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11... .an estimate of repairs. . .Milk River Sub-District. . . . 
Writing on Stone 
Flooring for kitchen, barracks and new ceiling 15.03 
Building a new cow stable 12x18 for horses from other Detachments 42.08 
Painting kitchen, Barrack room, N.C. off. and officer rooms 11.36 
Painting all roofs 10.74 


- R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 274, file 383, July 1903. 
12. Painted inside and outside and whitewashed, floor in kitchen, new cowstables 


and saddle room. Blacksmith shop repaired, kitchen new floor, sheeted inside and 
ceiling also painted. 


= R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 274, file 383, March 1904. 
13. Adams, et al., Op. cit., pp. 21, 218-230. 


14. Werner, Op. cit., p. 12 and appendix 12. 











Oat House: 


1, [have the honour to report that on Saturday the 6th inst. the river 
suddenly rose about 12 feet between 12 noon and 2 p.m. 

The blacksmith shop was swept away, the roof caught in some tall trees 
and remains, but the remainder is gone. The stable, oat house and hay shed 
were flooded. AI1 the oats (300 Ibs) and most of the hay was soaked. 

The Detachment buildings were flooded, but owing to our having piled 
the things up so high there was little damage done to property. The wall of 
the oat house caved in. The Detachment pasture fence was carried away for 
200 yards on the west side and 130 yards on the east side, the water closet 
was also swept away. After moving and piling up the police property and 
driving the horses up Police Coulee, Const. O'Connor and Spl. Const. Parker 
left the Detachment for John Bohn's place on Rocky Coulee. 

I returned to the Detachment at 9 P.M. and found that the water had 
risen two or three feet. I came to the Detachment again about 7 A.M. on 
the morning of the 7th inst. and found the water had fell four feet. I could 
enter the Detachment and stables, I then patrolled to Coutts to report. On 
the 8th inst. I returned to the Detachment with Sergt. Oliver and Const. 
Green when we found that the water had gone down from about the buildings. 


= R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 359, file 371, June 1908. 


Adams, et al., Op. cit., pp. 229-230. 
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Root House, and/or Ice house (R2A3): 


1. The sandstone in the neighbourhood has been used to construct a coal 
shed and root-house. . . . 


= Sessional Papers of Canada, vol. 29, no. 11, 1896, p. 98. 


2. Adams, et al., Op. cit., pp. 23, 242-256. 











Blacksmith Shop (R2AGA and R2A4B): 


The first blacksmith shop at Writing-on-Stone was constructed in 1890. 
It measured 18 feet by 24 feet and had a mud roof, which was replaced by 
a board roof in 1891, as the sods and poles were unserviceable in bad 
weather. In December 1893, the shop was destroyed by fire. Superintendent 
Deane reported that the building could be easily replaced and the 1894 
reports show that "A new and much better shop, measuring 24 x 22 feet. . 
with a ‘squeezer' attached for branding horses" was duly constructed. The 
new building had a shingle roof. In June 1908, the second shop was washed 
away by a flood. From police records it is reasonably certain that a new 
blacksmith shop for the Milk River sub-district was constructed at Coutts, 
and no more blacksmithing was done at Writing-on-Stone. 


1. Insp. Bradley left to inspect the outposts taking with him Const. 
NcRae and a portable forge to be established at Writing on Stone. 


= R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 21, no. 373, May 1888. 


2. Ablacksmith's shop has just been completed and the assistant farrier 
will remain all the winter, so will the veterinary surgeon. 


- Sessional Papers of Canada, vol. 23, no. 10, 1890, pp. 44-45. 


3... .a good blacksmith's shop 18'x 24" has been built, with a mud roof. 
This is the most central point of the line of outposts and it is necessary 
to have a farrier there. 


= R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 1187, file 230, November 1890. 


4. At Writing-on-Stone there have been built of logs, which were cut 
about 6 miles up the coulee, a blacksmith's shop 18 x 24 feet, with a mud 
Poof sas 5 


- Sessional Papers of Canada, vol. 24, no. 15, 1891, p. 53. 
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5. Special Constable Gilbert left this morning with a four horse team 
anda load of lumber for roofing the Blacksmith's shop, horse shelter and 
coal shed at Writing on Stone. 


= R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 49, file 192, October 1891. 


6. Writing on Stone 
20 sixteen foot boards to make a roof for the blacksmith's shop: It 
is at present covered with poles and sods but in wet weather the men 
cannot work there. 


- R.C.M.P, Papers: RG-18, vol. 1197, file 76, October 1891. 


7. This pair [used bellows from Lethbridge] when repaired will be sent to 
Writing on Stone to replace the bellows there, which are almost useless in 
their present condition but which can probably be replaced here. 


- R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 1260, file 78, August 1893 


8. The Commissioner directs me to report that the Blacksmith's shop at 
Writing on Stone was accidently burnt down during a gale on the night of the 
2nd inst. The fire is supposed to have originated from sparks falling behind 
some zinc which was nailed on the wall opposite the anvil. The building was 
an old log one and can be replaced easily. The only real loss was the bellows 
and they were an old pair. The tools can be retempered and will be fit for use 
again. 

We removed the grindstone and buckboard which were in front of the 
shop. 


= R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 90, file 139, December 1893. 


9. A telegram was received from Inspector Morris on the 4th instant saying 
that the blacksmith's shop at Writing on Stone and all the tools had been 
destroyed by fire. The shop was a very rough log building and some months 
ago Const. Evans, the blacksmith took out a piece of zinc to nail on the wall 
to prevent any sparks from the forge finding their way into the chinks and 


possibly causing trouble. It is morally certain that a spark or sparks must 














have dropped down behind the zinc and lain there dormant until fanned into 
flame by the high wind during that afternoon and evening. The forge was 
not used after 3 o'clock that afternoon and the fire was not observed until 
about 8 o'clock the wind having sprung up in the interval when it had got 

such a hold that nothing could be done but to protect other property which 

the men were able to do. Insp. Morris took statements of the men present 

at the time which have been forwarded to Regina. Insp. Morris reported that 
the tools could be re-tempered but as the blacksmith's apron appears to have 
been burnt it is possible that other articles may be beyond the reach of 
repair. In view of the forthcoming stocktaking Board I have directed Insp. 
McDonell to inspect all the articles carried on the Form 30 of the Writing 

on Stone detachment. This building can be easily replaced during the present 
winter. We can cut logs below Pendant d'Oreille and haul them up the ice 

on the river a distance of about 45 miles. 


= R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 74, no. 73, December 1893. 


10. The wind, I well know, blew a perfect gale about that time and all 
night; and to me, it feels a great peice of good luck that they were instrue- 
mental in preventing the hay stack from being levelled to the ground like the 


blacksmiths shop. . . . The building can very readily be put up again at 
this season of the year. Good timber can be had at or near PO Oreille, and 
conveniently hauled on the ice just now. . . . About 36 logs will be necessary 


to make a good sized shop. 
C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 90, file 139, December 1893. 





11. The old blacksmith shop at Writing-on-Stone was burnt down in December 
last. A spark from the forge must have lodgedbetween the logs behind the 
zinc screen and in the evening was fanned into flame by a high wind which 
arose. A new and much better shop, measuring 24 by 22 feet, has been since 
erected. The logs having been hauled fron below Pendant d'Oreille, a distance 
of about forty-five miles. The cost of roofing and finishing mounted to 
$93.00. It is a good building with a "squeezer" attached for branding horses. 


= Sessional Papers of Canada, vol. 28, no. 9, 1895, p.95. 











109 


12... .the following articles unfit for further service in the Force and 
recommends that they be condemned and destroyed, viz: 
Bellow... ...1 Shovel... = 1 Auger bit... . .1 
Hand Xcut saw. . .1 Scythe blade. . . .1 Scythe snaith. . . .1 
Monkey wrench. . .1 Hand hamr handle, . .7 Axe handles. . .2 
Adze handle. . .1. Hand hamr shoeing. .1 Stove pipe Igth. . .4 


The Board further recommends that the following articles be condemned 
and struck off the books as destroyed in the recent fire on Dec 2nd 1893, viz: 





Brushes paint. . . .2 Apron leather... .1 Files... .1 
Key hole saw... . .1 Knife shoeing. . . .1 Zinc, sheets. . . 
Rake, wood... .. 1 Padlock... ... «1 


The Board further recommend that the "hammerclaw" be condemned and struck 
off the books as Tost. 


= R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 90, file 139, January 1894. 


13. Const Aylesworth has commenced to haul the hewn logs to the Stone. 

Do you intend building the new blacksmith shop on the old site or will you 
have a new one chosen? I think one south and a little east of the stables 
would be a much better place for the shop as then, in case of fire, the 
sparks would be out of the direct line of the hay stack; the prevailing winds 
being from the West. In case you should require a new site chosen it would 
be well for you to let Insp Nacdonell have your views touching the matter 
when he comes out. 


- R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 91, file 148, February 1894. 


14. Superintendent Deane reported about the new blacksmith's shop at Writing 
on Stone that it would be difficult to put on a serviceable mud roof on account 
of the size of the building and that the building was worthy of a good roof. 

= R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 1286, file 17, April 1894. 

On the 20th inst Const. Mountain with a 4 horse team left for Writing 
on Stone, carrying shingles etc for the roof of the blacksmith's shop at that 
place... . 


~ R.C.M.P. Paper: 





RG-18, vol.1307, file 133, April 1894. 














15. On the 20th Const Mountain with a 4 horse team left for Writing on 
Stone, carrying shingles etc., for the roof of the blacksmith's shop at 
that place. 








- R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 91, file 148, April 1894. 


16. Blacksmith's shop good. 


- R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 1286, file 17, June 1894. 





17... .where a11 detachment horses are shod. It is in good state of 
preservation. During the recent floods the water ran through this building 
doing, however, no particular harm. 


= R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 1497, file 78, July 1902. 


18. . . .with the exception of Coutts all the detachments have been painted 
and whitewashed outside and painted inside, neatness and tidyness. 

The repairs to floors, kitchen, blacksmith shop and new saddle room at 
Writing-on-Stone. . .have not been done yet. I expect to send the carpenter 
to do the work this week. . . . I intend to have ventilation of each stable 
door this winter... . 


- R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 1517, file 19, November 1903. 


19. Writing on Stone 

Painted inside and outside and whitewashed, floor in kitchen, new 
cowstables and saddle room. Blacksmith shop repaired, kitchen new floor, 
sheeted inside and ceiling also painted. 


= R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 274, file 383, March 1904, 
20. . . .the blacksmith's shop at the former place [Writing-on-Stone] being 
washed away [by flood of June 8]. 
~ Sessional Papers of Canada, vol. 43, no. 16. 1909, p. 97. 
21. We suffered a bit at Nriting on Stone and Pendant d'Oreille, at the 


former place the blacksmith shop and portions of the fence were carried 
away. 
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. . «A blacksmith shop will have to be built either at Writing on 
Stone or Coutts... . 


= R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 353, file 152, May 1908. 


22. I have the honour to report that on Saturday the 6th Inst. the river 
suddenly rose about 12 feet between 12 noon and 2 p.m. 

The blacksmith shop was swept away, the roof caught in some tall trees 
and remains, but the remainder is gone. The stable, oat house and hay shed 
were flooded. All the oats (300 Ibs) and most of the hay was soaked. 

The Detachment buildings were flooded, but owing to our having piled 
the things up so high there was little damage done to property. The wall of 
the oat house caved in. The Detachment pasture fence was carried away for 
200 yards on the west side and 130 yards on the east side, the water closet 
was also swept away. After moving and piling up the police property and 
driving the horses up Police Coulee, Const. O'Connor and Spl. Const. Parker 
left the Detachment for John Bohn's place on Rocky Coulee. 

I returned to the Detachment at 9 P.M. and found that the water had 
risen two or three feet. I came to the Detachment again about 7 A.M. on the 
morning of the 7th inst. and found the water had fell four feet. I could enter 
the Detachment and stables, I then patrotled to Coutts to report. On the Sth 
inst. I returned to the Detachment with Sergt. Oliver and Const. Green when 
we found that the water had gone down from about the buildings. 


= R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 359, file 371, June 1908. 


23. Adams, et al., Op. cit., pp. 24-25, 234-235. 





Hen House (R2A8): 


1... .at Writing-on-Stone they have built an excellent hen house out of 
rock with mud for mortar. 


- R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 1338, file 119, September 1895. 


2. Adams, et al., Op. cit., pp. 23, 257-272. 
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Coal Sheds (R2A9): 


The first of the three coal sheds at Writing-on-Stone was constructed 
in 1890. It was built of logs, measured 10 feet by 12 feet, and had a board 
roof, which may have been shingled as well. The second coal shed was built 
in 1895. Local sandstone was used in its construction and 200 feet of lumber 
was required "to make doors for it and for other repairs there." The third 
shed was probably built in 1915, according to recent archaeological invest- 
igation and historical photographs. 


Coal Shed 1 (R2A9): 


1. A log coal shed 10' x 12' has also been built. 


- R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 1187, file 230, November 1890. 


. .a coal shed, 10x12 feet, with board roof. . 





~ Sessional Papers of Canada, vol. 24, no. 15, 1891, p. 53. 
3. The roof of the coal shed also requires shingling, it measures 12 
feet square and the coal slacks very fast being exposed to so much weather. 


- R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 74, file 73, July 1893. 
. Adams, et al., Op. cit., pp. 24, 273-283. 
Coal Shed 2: 


1. A good coal house has also been excavated and roofed at Writing on Stone 
and about 200 feet of lumber are required to make doors for it and for other 
repairs there. 


- R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 1338, file 119, September 1895. 
2. The sandstone in the neighbourhood has been used to construct a coal 
shed and root-house. . . . 


~ Sessional Papers of Canada, vol. 29, no. 11, 1896, p. 98. 











3. The roof of the present Store house needs renewing, the lumber at 
present on it can be utilized for repairing the coal shed. . .the cost of 
improvments required will be about $20.00. 


= R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 231, file 270, May 1902. 


4. A coal shed requires to be built. 


- R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 1497, file 78, July 1902. 


Coal Shed 3: 


1. have the honor to reconmend the purchase of the following material: 
3000 shingles No. 1 
80 Lin. Ft 1 x 6, common lumber 
7 Tbs Shingle Nails 
50 Ibs White Lead 
3 Gals. O11 
1b. Lamp Black 
% Gal. Dark Red Paint 
2 Gals. Shingle Stain. 
This will be sufficient to put the Detachment building in a good state 
of repair, and to repaint it on the inside. 


- R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 2522, file "Kk", November 1915. 


Adams, et al., Op. cit., p. 18.. 
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Earth Dugout (R2A10): 


1, Adams, et al., Op. cit., pp. 24, 284-292. 





Latrine (R2A14): 


1. A blacksmith shop will have to be built either at Writing on Stone 
or Coutts and a latrine at both liriting on Stone and Pendant d'Oreille. 
They having been washed away by flood. 


= R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 353, file 152, May 1908. 


Adams, et al., Op. cit., pp. 25, 241. 
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Shed Structure (R2A13): 


1. Adams, et al., Op. cit., pp. 25, 231-233. 











Tack Room or Saddle Room (R2A15): 


Construction was initiated in 1890, and this building was completed 
in 1891. The floor was excavated three feet and the gable ends were but 
three feet above the ground. The six-foot-high walls were constructed 
entirely of sandstone. The building had a board roof and photographs show 
clearly that it was shingled as well. Repairs to the structure were made in 
1893 and 1902. In duly 1902, Commissioner A. Bowen Perry commented that the 
building was “quite unfitted to its purpose." Since reference to the tack 
room was made but once during the period 1902 to 1978, one can assume that 
it saw very little use after the commissioner's remarks. 


1... .20 by 16 feet, with stone walls and board roof is nearly completed, 
and will afford store room for oats and a saddle room. 


~ Sessional Papers of Canada, vol. 24, no. 15, 1891, p. 53. 


2... .a stone store house is being put up... . 


- R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol.45, file 872, November 1890. 


3. A store house 20' x 16' for oats etc, saddle room, etc is being con- 
structed - the floor is excavated 3 ft. and stone walls having gable ends, 
are built 3 ft. above ground - This will have a board roof. 


= R.C.M.P. Papers: 





RG-18, vol. 1187, file 230, November 1890. 


4. The store house requires a new roof; it is a span roof upon a stone 
foundation, and measures, 16 feet by 22 feet. The boards comprising the 
present roof, can be ripped and will serve to cover the joints of the new 
boards, and it would strengthen the roof very much to support each side of 
the span midway, by a piece of 4" x 6", to which boards could be screwed 
and kept in shape. 


- R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 74, file 73, July 1893. 


5. Stone store house-serviceable. 


- R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 1286, file 17, June 1894. 
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There are a few small repairs required at all the Detachments. The 


largest is a new roof on the Store house at Writing on Stone. All repairs 


can 


i 


be done by the men on Detachments. 


- R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 208, file 213, 1901. 


The roof of the present Store house needs renewing, the lumber at 


present on it can be utilized for repairing the coal shed. . .the cost of 
‘improvements required will be about $20.00. 


8. 


- R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 231, file 270, May 1902. 


Store house is underground and quite unfitted to its purpose, might 


do with a new roof. 


9. 
new 


10. 
the 


es 


12. 


- R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 1497, file 78, July 1902. 


The carpenter will leave this week to make the necessary repairs and a 
cow shed and saddle room at Writing on Stone. . . . 


- R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 250, file 177, November 1903. 


[Gable ends were log. The top of the tack room door was even with 
first gable log. One had to crouch to enter the building.] 


- Interview with John and William O'Hara, 4 February 1976. 


Adams, et al., Op. cit., pp. 25-26, 235-236. 


Werner, Op. cit., pp. 13-15, appendices 13 and 14. 











Roads (R2A16 and R2AT7): 


1. A trail about four miles Tong has been cut from the mouth of the 
coulee to the timber, and an intervening creek has been bridged, so that the 
logs can be "snaked" when horse-power is available. This is an important 
outpost, being a few miles north of the Sweet Grass Hills and the mining 
camp there. 


~ Sessional Papers of Canada, vol. 22, no. 13, 1889, p. 69. 


2. I have ordered stringers to be cut at Writing on Stone and. . .to the 
middle coulee between the 15 mile Lake and the 9 mile Butte where there 

is a mud hole which requires to be bridged. After this rain, water will not 
be so scarce along the road, but the mud holes will be worse. 


= R.C.M.P, Papers: RG-18, vol. 30, file 130, July 1889. 


3. A heavy peice of grading has been done out of the river bottom to the 
table land about 200 yards Tong - 100 yards of which was rock work. 


= Sessional Papers of Canada, vol. 24, no. 15, 1891, p. 53. 


4. A-road from the river to the table land has been graded out of a 
coulee, about 100 yards of this was nearly all rock work, and thé rock 
excavated was used to build up the side of the road about 3 ft high. 


- R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 39, file 137, November 1890. 


5. There are a few places along the trail where the road wants repairing 
etc, and in one or two places a road will have to be made to facilitate the 
hauling of hay. 


= R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 63, file 247, July 1892. H 


6. A great deal of labor has also been expended upon making a road through 
the rocks, so as to enable a team to drive to the Detachment from Coutts 
without crossing the river in the spring. 


RG-18, vol. 104, file 131, September 1895. 





 R.C.M.P. Papers: 
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7... .a very fine road has been cut and graded through the rocks to 
obviate the necessity of teams crossing the river to and from Coutts in the 
spring. 

- Sessional Papers of Canada, vol. 29, no. 11, 1896, p. 98. 


8. A road has been blasted by Corporal Dickson through the rocks up this 
coulee, so that when Milk River is too high to ford, parties can travel from 
Coutts to Writing on Stone, without having to cross Milk River at all. 


- R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 129, file 64, June 1897. 


9. Adams, et al., Op. cit., p. 27. 





Hay Corral (R2A18): 


1. Ahay corral 55 ft. by 40 ft. has been constructed, and about 20 tons 
of hay put up. 


~ Sessional Papers of Canada, vol. 23, no. 10, 1890, pp. 44-45. 


2. The Hay-Corrals at all the Detachments are old. . .new ones will require 
to be built at Writing-on-Stone and at Milk River Ridge. Estimates as to 
the cost have been sent in. 


= R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 208, file 213, 1901. 


New hay corrals have been built at Milk R. Ridge and Writing on Stone. . . . 


~ Sessional Papers of Canada, vol. 36, no. 12, 1902, p. 101. 


Adams, et al., Op. cit., pp. 27, 229-230. 
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Corrals (R2A19, R2A20, and R2AZ1): 


Corral 1 (R2A19): 


1... 36 x 24 feet, four rails high, with a shelter at one end. 


~ Sessional Papers of Canada, vol. 24, no. 15, 1891, p. 53. 


2. A stout corral 36 ft by 24 ft, - last year's corral was burnt for 
fire wood in the winter, - the supply of coal gave out and the winter was 
unexpectedly severe. 


- R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 39, file 137, November 1890. 


3. Accorral has been built this year... . 


- R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 45, file 872, November 1890. 


4. I have the honour to report that a large bunch of cattle driven by the 
storm into the Milk River bottom, walked clean through our fence on the West 
side. Sergt Gillespie who was at Writing on Stone, states that the cattle 
were driven against the fence and those in the rear forced the leaders through, 
though they were hardly cut by the wire. They surrounded the coal shed and 
stable and Const. Dickson was obliged to get on the top of the coal shed to 
save his life. They were crazed for the want of food, and the Detachment 

dog, in his endeavors to drive them off, was killed and trampled on by the mob. 
The new fence put up this fall, which is not yet completed, was not touched 
but it will be necessary in the spring to have a fence across the west side. 


- R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 330, file 104, January 1907. 





5. I have the honour to report that on Saturday the 6th inst. the river 
suddenly rose about 12 feet between 12 noon and 2 p.m. 

The blacksmith shop was swept away, the roof caught in some tall trees 
and remains, but the remainder is gone. The stable, oat house and hay shed 
were flooded. All the oats (300 Ibs) and most of the hay was soaked. 

The Detachment buildings were flooded, but owing to our having piled the 
things up so high there was little damage done to property. The wall of the 
oat house caved in. The Detachment pasture fence was carried away for 200 
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yards on the west side and 130 yards on the east side, the water closet was 
also swept away. After moving and piling up the police property and driving 
the horses up Police Coulee, Const. O'Connor and Spl. Const. Parker left the 
Detachment for John Bohn's place on Rocky Coulee. 

I returned to the Detachment at 9 P.M. and found that the water had 
risen two or three feet. I came to the Detachment again about 7 A.M. on 
the morning of the 7th inst. and found the water had fell four feet. I 
could enter the Detachment and stables, I then patrolled to Coutts to report. 
On the 8th inst. I returned to the Detachment with Sergt. Oliver and Const. 
Green when we found that the water had gone down from about the buildings. 


= R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 359, file 371, June 1908. 


Adams, et al., Op. cit., p. 27. 





Corral 2 (R2A20): 


1. The buildings at Writing on Stone were progressing too slowly and I 
took steps to expedite matters a little. The site is excellent being in 
the river bottom and at the mouth of a large coulee where the feed is excel- 
lent and where a few hundred feet of fencing will corral the horses effect- 
ively. The Coulee abounds with fruit. . .red, white and black currants etc 
and is... . There is not much timber left now that we have our house and 
stable and corrals and fences, besides supplying posts and rails for Milk 
River Ridge and coal will be. . .for the winter use of the detachment. 


= R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 30, file 130, September 1889. 


2. A fence at the mouth and another fence across the coulee [Police Coulee] 
about a mile up make an excellent corral for horses, where the shelter and : 
feed are all that can be desired. 


= Sessional Papers of Canada, vol. 23, no. 10, 1890, pp. 44-45. 


3. About 300 yards of barbed wire is much required to fence the mouth of 


coulee as a pasture. 


RG-18, vol. 1286, file 17, dune 1894. 





- R.C.M.P. Papers: 
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4. A good substantial fence has been built across the mouth of the coulee, 
forming a perfectly secure pasture into which to turn horses though feed is 
poor. 


= R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 129, file 64, June 1897. 


5. Adams, et al., Op. cit., p. 28. 


Corral 3 (R2A21): 


1, Adams, et al., Op. cit., p. 28. 














1... .Corpl. Rock. . .would like to fence in the distance between 
Ashes and Sicklers about 1400 yards which require about 265 posts and wire. 
[see figure 11] 


= R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 1534, file 19, October 1904. 


2. May 18: In Corporal Brewer's weekly diary of week ending 12-5-06, he 
reports that new posts are required for fence around Writing-on-Stone 
Detachment, owing to the present posts being in a rotten condition, and says 
it will require about 80 posts to replace them. 

July 19: T have the honor to report that it will take one hundred and 
twenty posts to complete and repair fence at Writing-on-Stone, . 

July 24: Mr. 8. E. Sickler. . .says that about four years ago he put 
a fence between his lease [east of detachment] and police detachment and Mr. 
Ashe also put up the fence on the West side, the only part of the fence i 
belonging to the Police is in Police Coulee and North across the trail going 
by Foly's Butte, this fence was satisfactory at the time it was put up and 
Mr. Sickler asks that we put it in repair. . . 

August 25: I have the honor to state that Mr. B. E. Sickler called 
here yesterday regarding fence he says the present fence which he put in 
was found by him, he is willing to put up the Police East fence moving it 
farther East than it is at present it will be very nearly on our Tine but 
‘owing to the nature of the land it would be impossible to put it on lines 
with safety the fence will be the property of the Police. Mr. Sickler 
would be pleased to hear as soon as possible regarding the fence. 


September 16: 175 Post at 13 cts each $22.75 ! 
8 spools wire at $3.75 per 100 Ibs 30.00 3 

Staples 1.00 

Building fence, 175 posts at 8 cts each 14.00 

Hauling posts from Coutts at 6 cts each 10.50 

Total Cost 78.25 


October 24: You may accept Sickler's offer to repair the fence at 
Writing on Stone, the total cost not to exceed $78.25. 
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January 4, 1907:. . .you are authorized to incur the extra expenditure 
in this connection, for 300 Ibs., wire [$11.25, Total cost: 89.50] 


- R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 1569, file 35, May-October 1906. 











Well (R2A22): 


1. The log house at Writing on Stone is finished and the men are working 
at the stable. The hay crop is lighter than was expected and Insp Bradley 
reports that the Milk River below Writing on Stone has ceased to run. The 
men would have had to dig wells anyway for the winter and this they are now 


doing. 
= R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 30, file 130, August 1889. 


2. [Walls of the well were square and painted a brick red (same colour as 
front and back porches).] 


= Interview with John and William O'Hara, 21 August 1975. 


3. Adams, et al., Op. cit., p. 29. 
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Garbage Dump (R2A23): 


1. Adams, et al., Op. cit., p. 29. 





Sandstone Trough (R2A24): 


Adams, et al., Op. cit., p. 30. 
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Features to the south of the barrack building (R2A25): 

Stone-Lined Sidewalk: 

1. Adams, et al., Op. cit. pp. 237, 239-241, 306. 

2, [It was a stone-1ined walkway running from the barrack building to 


the stable. Approximately half of the walkway (from the barrack building 
east) was boarded over with lumber.) 


= Interview with John and William O'Hara, 4 February 1976. 
Cartridge Shell Design: 

1. Adams, et al., Op. cit., pp. 237, 240-241, 306-307. 

Stone-Lined Garden and Stone Letters: 

1. Adams, et al., Op. cit., pp. 237-238, 240-241, 308 

2. [There was a design in small rocks in front of the barrack building. 


It is not certain whether the lettering was legible from the north or from 
the south.] 


= Interview with John and William O'Hara, 21 August 1975. 
Hitching Post: 
1. Adams, et al., Op. cit., pp. 238, 240-261. 


2. [The hitching post was located in front of the barrack building, and 
ran in an east-west direction. An iron rod connected the two wooden posts. 
Empty cartridge shells (.38 or .45 calibre) were driven into the top of both 
posts. ] 


= Interview with John and William O'Hara, 21 August 1975. 











Flagstaff: 


1. A flag staff has been erected and a flag supplied 
= R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 1497, file 78, July 1902. 


2.  P. d'oreille, W on Stone have one each only about 20ft high. They are 


old and may come down at anytime. 
duly 26, 1904: . . .I can get flag posts 45 to 50 feet long from 8" 


to 10" at butt end... . 
= R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 1536, file 35, July 1904. 


3. [The flagstaff was located directly in front of the southwest corner 
of the barrack building. The base of the pole was surrounded by small rocks.] 


Interview with John and William O'Hara, 21 August 1975. 


Adams, et al., Op. cit., p. 30. 
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Trenches (R2A28 and R2AZ9): 


1. Adams, et al., Op. cit., p. 31. 














Rifle Range: 


1. [am having the Rifle Range put in shape, so that the annual practice 
can be done by the detachment men... 

- R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 231, file 270, May 1902. 
2. Those on detachment did their practice at Writing on Stone, which with 
very little improvement will make a good range up to 500 yards. 


= Sessional Papers of Canada, vol. 37, no. 12, 1903, p. 84. 


3. Anew rifle range up to 700 yards was made at Writing on Stone. 





RG-18, vol. 270, file 227, July 1904. 





~ R.C.M.P. Paper: 
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Hay Shed: 


1. have the honour to report that on Saturday the 6th inst. the river 
suddenly rose about 12 feet between 12 noon and 2 p.m. 

The blacksmith shop was swept away, the roof caught in some tall trees 
and remains, but the remainder is gone. The stable, oat house and hay shed 
were flooded. AI] the oats (300 Ibs) and most of the hay was soaked. 

The Detachment buildings were flooded, but owing to our having piled 
the things up so high there was little damage done to property. The wall of 
the oat house caved in. The Detachment pasture fence was carried away for 200 
yards on the west side and 130 yards on the east side, the water closet was 
also swept avay. After moving and piling up the police property and driving the 
horses up Police Coulee, Const. O'Connor and Spl. Const. Parker left the 
Detachment for John Bohn's place on Rocky Coulee. 

I returned to the Detachment at 9 P.M. and found that the water had risen 
two or three feet. I came to the Detachment again about 7 A.M. on the morning 
of the 7th inst. and found the water had fell four feet. I could enter the 
Detachment and stables, I then patrolled to Coutts to report. On the 8th inst. 
I returned to the Detachment with Sergt. Oliver and Const. Green when we 
found that the water had gone down from about the buildings. 


- R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 359, file 371, June 1908. 


2. Transport 1 Boat serviceable 
Quarters Govt property. Have now been painted inside which 
greatly improves the appearance. 
Stables Clean, well ventilated and sanitory. 


Other Buildings Hay Shed - this old stone-walled building has flooded 
recently during a heavy storm, the walls collapsed. 
‘A smal amount of lumber is necessary to put it in repair 
and I instructed S/Sergt. Munday to have this done. 


= R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 1847, file 3, July 1916. 











Garden: 


1. A good deal of garden and other work has been done here - garden neatly 
fenced and wattled. 
- R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 1286, file 17, June 1894. 


2. They have a finely irrigated garden and means for irrigating quite a 
large part of the river bottom with the help of some manual labour. 


- R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 114, file 24, June 1896. 


3. The garden was not doing very well; no water to irrigate has been avail- 
able for some time, as the water in the creek had all been diverted from its 
course South of the Line by some American ranchers to irrigate their hay 
meadows. 


- R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 129, file 64, June 1897. 


4, The garden was unfortunately flooded and ruined. 


- R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 1497, file 78, July 1902. 


Adams, et al., Op. cit., p. 31. 
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Police Rock and Associated Feature: 


1. Adams, et al., Op. cit., p. 30. 
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Physical Environment of the Writing on Stone N.W.M.P. Outpost: 


1. During the last week in March, I was directed by Superintendent Neale 

to go out and select points for the detachments along the boundary line, 

and started on the 28th Narch. I went south, across Kipp's Coulee, to the 
Milk River Ridge, and from there, via Writing Stone to Pen d‘Oreille Coulee, 
both places I found suitable for detachments, as they are situated in places 
where the river may be forded easily when the water is very high, and the 
banks being accessible are much used by travellers and law-breakers in crossing 
the boundary. Between these two points there are sixteen very high and steep 
banks or soft spots, which make a crossing very difficult. 


= Sessional Papers of Canada, vol. 21, no. 17, 1888, pp. 52-57. 


2. The sides of the coulee are very precipitous and rocky. A fence at 
‘the mouth and another fence across the coulee about a mile make an excellent 
corral for horses, where the shelter and feed are all that can be desired. 
The coulee abounds in wild currant bushes, the fruit of which is very fine. 
The logs used in the buildings and etc, were cut about four miles up the coulee 
by three or four of our own men, who have been chopping and building ever since 
dune. Hauling the logs down the coulee was rough work and occupied a good 
deal of time. The road in the river bottom approaching the camp has been im- 
proved for about three miles, and made practicable for heavy teams. The ford ; 
has been graded and made good. A blacksmith's shop has just been completed 
and the assistant farrier will remain all the winter, so will the veterinary 
surgeon. 
In all respects this is a well situated post, entirely out of sight from 
the other side, close to the Sweet Grass Hills and in the line of travel there- 


from. 
= Sessional Papers of Canada, vol. 23, no. 10, 1890, pp. 44-46. 
3. The buildings at Writing on Stone were progressing too slowly and I 


took steps to expedite matters a little. The site is excellent being in 
the river bottom and at the mouth of a large coulee where the feed is excel- 

jent and where a few hundred feet of fencing will corral the horses effectively. | 
The Coulee abounds with fruit. . .red, white and black currants etc and is. . . 
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There is not much timber left now that we have our house and stable and 
corrals and fences, besides supplying posts and rails for Milk River Ridge 
and coal will. . .for the winter use of the detachment. 


= R.C.M.P. Papers: RG-18, vol. 30, file 130, September 1889. 


4. Ihave the honour, in accordance with my instructions, to submit the 
following Report on the Survey of township 1 range 13 west of the 4th Meridian. 

The best route for reaching this Township is by way of Coutts, a station 
on the International boundary on the Alberta Railway and Coal Company railway 
and from thence a good trail leads directly through the township. 

The soil varies from clay to sand and gravel but is chiefly 3 to 8 
inches of loam with a clay subsoil. It produces a fair crop of grass and 
with irrigation would doubtless yield abundantly but under the present 
conditions it is adapted only for cattle raising. 

Several settlers whom I met and whose crops I saw were not enthusiastic 
about the farming possibilities. 

The surface is rolling prairie cut by several deep coulees, running 
from Sweet Grass Hills to Milk river. 

In some of these we found poplar and willow bush and few large Cotton- 
wood trees. 

The quantity of timber is not sufficient to make it of any economic 
value, except to the settler. 

There are no haylands in this township. The principle supply of water 
is from the MiTk River flowing across the north-easterly corner of the 
township. The supply is apparently sufficient for the present demands but 
I was credibly informed that in very dry seasons it ceases to run entirely. 

The valley is liable to be flooded during the spring freshets. 

The river would average about 3 chains in width and from 3 inches to 
3 feet in depth and the current from 2 to 3% miles per hour depending upon 
the season. 

Several good springs were found along the coulees and are used by the 
cattle as watering places. There are no available waterpowers in this town- 
ship. 

The climate is dry and warm during the summer months, but is subject 
to summer frosts. 

The nights are always cool, and frequent violent winds sweep over the 
entire country. 
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The principle fuel is coal, and indications were observed on the north 
boundaries of sections 24 and 23 where these lines cut the coulees. 

Shale and what appeared to be weathered coal was observed in several 
places along these coulees. 

There is a most bountiful supply of stone in this township and easily 
accessible at any place along the Milk River, or on Police or Rocky Coulees. 
The supply is practically unlimited and is used by settlers for foundations 
etc, and appears to be a very good building material. No minerals of economic 
value were observed although a prospector showed me what he called petroleum, 
but declined to point out the position of his locations. 

Chicken, a few ducks, and rabbits coyotes and kit foxes were all the 
varieties of game seen in this township. 

There are some seven settlers but all devote themselves to cattle or 
horses and no farming of any account is attempted. 


A. H. Hawkins, 
FB 10039. 





ield Notes, 1906. Surveys Branch, Department of Highways, 
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Site Designation R2A. 








Location of site features. 


Figure 8: 
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Field survey of 1902 by E. J. Rainboth. 
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Figure 9: 
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Figure 10: 





Field survey of 1902 by E. J. Rainboth. 
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Figure 11: Sketch-nap of Wri ting-on- Stone, 
(R.C.M.P. Papers, RG-18, vol. 1577) 




















Figure 12: Hunter and hounds. triting-on-Stone, 
in the 1890s. (Glenbow, NA 2257-3) 





Figure 13: Policeman wich Winchester rifle, 1912. 
(Glenbow, NA 2172-27) 











Figure 14: 





Antelope hunters near Writing-on-Stone, 1897. 
(Glenbow, NA 2257-4) 





Figure 15: Distant view of Writing-on-Stone, looking 


southeast, 1916. (National Museum, 34739) 


Figure 16: 


Figure 17: 
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Looking south to site of former 
Nounted Police outpost, 1928. 
(Glenbow, ND 8-497) 





View of water gauge station, 1910 
(Mater Survey of Canada 2037) 











Gauge and bench mark, 
Mriting-on-Stone, 1915. 
(Water Survey of Canada 
7775) 












Figure 18: 


Figure 19: General view of gauge 
station, Writing-on- 

Stone, 1915. (Water 

Survey of Canada 7776) 


Figure 20: 
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Nounted police at Mriting-on-Stone, 1912. 
(Glenbow, NC 2-597) 





Figure 21: 


The road to Coutts, 1910. 
(Water Survey of Canada 2664) 











Figure 22: Police post and survey camp, Hriting-on- 
Stone, 1909. (Water Survey of Canada 


1476) 





Figure 23: Milk River at Writing-on-Stone, 1915. 
(Water Survey of Canada 8025) 


Figure 24: 
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View east from water gauge, 
Wiriting-on-Stone, 1909. 
(water Survey of Canada 1475) 





Figure 25: 


View of the outpost looking 
southeast, 1897. 
(Glenbow, NA 943-20) 








Figure 26: Blacksmith shop, barracks and stable, southwest 


elevation, 1897. (Glenbow, NA 456-4) 








Figure 27: Porch on the barrack building, 1897. 
(Glenbow, NA 943-19) 
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The men of Writing-on-Stone, 1897. 
The man in the centre is a special 
constable hired to keep American 
cattle south of the border. 

| (Glenbow, NA 943-21) 





Figure 29: Barrack building, 1907-1908. 
(RCMP Headquarters, 3226-11) 








Figure 30: Writing-on-Stone, 1910. 


Canada 2671) 


(Water Survey of 









Figure 31: Unidentified policeman in front of the barracks, 
circa, 1912. (Glenbow, NA 1254-1) 


th A, OS eee, |. 


Figure 32: Writing-on-Stone, 1913. (Water Survey of 
Canada 5944) 








Figure 33: Gauging the Milk River at Mriting-on-Stone, 1913. 
(Water Survey of Canada 5944) 











Figure 34: A, P. White in front of the N.C.0.'s quarters, 


circa 1915. (M. Verburg, Milk River, Alberta) 








Figure 35: Members of the Writing-on-Stone detachment, | 
1915. Left to right: Sgt. J. Jarman, Special 
Const. R. Lipton, "Mack", Cpl. Ted Langley, 
Const. Tyson, Const. L. J. Taylor. 
(Glenbow, NA’2257-7) 











Figure 36: South elevation of the barrack building, 1915. 
(RCMP, RG-18 vol. 2522 Kk) 





Figure 37: Writing-on-Stone, 1916. (Glenbow, NA 1044-49) 











Writing-on-Stone, 1918 (RCMP Headquarters, 
3622-1 


Figure 38: 





Figure 39: South elevation of the stable, 1915. 
(RCMP, RG-18 vol. 2522 Kk) 
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Figure 40: Reconstructed barrack building, Writing- 
on-Stone, 1975. (John Erickson, 
Lethbride, Alberta) 





Figure 41: Reconstructed stable and tack room, Writing- 
on-Stone, 1975. (John Erickson, Lethbridge, 
Alberta) 





PART IIT 


The Food, Dress and Interior Furnishings 
of Writing-on-Stone NUMP Post 





FOOD 


There were a few records which list the amount and kinds of food sent to 
Writing-on-Stone. From 1887 to 1914, subsistence reports appear only for 
the Division Headquarters, in this case Lethbridge, and one has to assume 
that the fare at the border outposts was similar. From 1914 to 1918, the 
Auditor General's reports are slightly more specific. The listings which 
appear for the Writing-on-Stone detachment, however, catalogue only "prov- 
isions", “lodgings and horse feed" and the like, and do not make mention of 
individual items. Since the interpretative programme for the outpost con- 
centrates on the years 1897-1900, the subsistence reports for "K" Division, 
Lethbridge, for those years will be reproduced in their entirety (minus 
weights and prices). Archaeological findings will also be cited, as well 
as a compendium of all food purchased by the Lethbridge Division. 

Although it is impossible to state precisely what was eaten at the liriting- 
on-Stone detachment, one can surmise that the fare was adequate, albeit some- 
what drab. Products such as bacon, beef, potatoes, and rice appear to have 
been in abundant supply, while luxury items like marmalade, biscuits, or 
canned tomatoes were more or less a rarity. Archaeological evidence (Adams, 
et al., Archaeological Investigations: Writing-on-Stone N.W.M.P. Post, p. 64) 
suggests that beef may have been sent to the outpost on the hoof and butchered 











there when required. Some American ranchers occasionally donated an animal to 
the detachment in appreciation of services rendered, however, and this could 
also account for the butchered remains. Police records do not state that live 
animals were ever sent to the border outposts. On occasion, the beef ration 
was supplemented by deer, antelope, and possible chicken or game birds (cf. 
Adams, et al., loc. cit.); the faunal remains of the two former species are 
cited as proof of their culinary use at the outpost, and the fact that a hen 
house was built some time around 1895 would seem to suggest that chickens too 
were a part of the regular fare. A pig jaw and the butchered remains of a bison 
were also discovered during the 1975 archaeological investigation of the outpost 
(Adams, et al., Op. cit., pp. 249-250). 

The dearth of these remains, however, suggest that they appeared infrequently 
on the dinner plates of the men stationed at Wiriting-on-Stone. 

Liquid refreshment consisted almost entirely of coffee, tea and beer. From 
1888 to 1905 (the years for which provisions were listed according to division) 
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coffee always appeared on the purchase lists, while tea appeared at least 
fifty-six per cent of the time. The number of bottle fragments recovered 
during the recent archaeological investigations suggests that beer too was 
an extremely popular beverage at the outpost. This particular refreshment 
was usually of the American variety, close to fifty per cent coming from 
the Montana Brewing Company in Great Falls, Montana (Adams, et al., Op. 
cit., p. 297). 
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COMMODITY 


Potatoes 

Rice 

‘Salt (table 

Soap_(common| 

Sugar 

Water 

Baking powder 

Flour 

Baking fTour a 

Baking Toaves (bread) 
Tes 

Apples (evaporated, 

jeans 

Butter 

Tce 

Tea 

Biscuits 

Soap (castile 

Corned beef 

jatmea 

Rolled oats 

Corn 

Peas 

Tomatoes 

‘Salt_(coarse) 

‘Salt (rock! 

Prunes 

Jam_ 

Marmalade 

5 

Pot _barTe) 

Barle 

Garden seeds 

Tard 

Bran 

Beer 

Hops 
fobacco_{chewini 

Tobacco (smokin 





Food Purchased by “k" Division, Lethbridge. 
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Subsistence Report for "K" Division, Lethbridge, 1897. 


Alberta Railway and Coal Company: 
Water 


A, Macdonald: 
Flour 
Potatoes 


A. Macdonald and Company: 
Flour 


Conrad Brothers: 


Beef 
H. Bentley: 
Apples Coffee Salt 
Bacon Flour Soap 
Baking Powder Pepper Sugar 
Butter Rice 


H. S. Allen and Company: 
Butter 


Hudson's Bay Company: 
Bacon Potatoes Sugar 
Baking Powder Rice 
Coffee Soap 

S.R. Brady: 

Baking Powder 

Strang and Company: 
Tea 

W. Waters: 

Butter 


~ Sessional Papers of Canada, Auditor General's Reports. 
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Subsistence Report for "k" Division, Lethbridge, 1898. 


Alberta Railway and Coal Company: 
Water 


A. Macdonald: 
Potatoes 


A. Macdonald and Company: 
Flour 


Conrad Brothers: 


Beef 
H. Bentley: 
Butter Apples Rice 
Biscuits Coffee Pepper 
Bacon Baking Powder Soap 
Sugar 


H. S. Allen and Company: 
Butter 


Hudson's Bay Company: 


Potatoes Rice Coarse Salt 
Bacon Apples Table Salt 
Flour Castile Soap Baking Powder 
Sugar Soap Pepper 
Coffee Canned Corn Beef 

S. R. Brady: 


Baking Flour 


= Sessional Papers of Canada, Auditor General's Reports. 






















Water 


A. Macdonald: 
Potatoes 


Conrad Brothers: 
Beef 





- Bentley: 
Apples 

Bacon 

Baking Powder 
Coffee 


Hudson's Bay Company: 
Apples 
Bacon 
Baking Powder 
Coffee 
Soap 
Sugar 
S. R. Brady: 
Baking Flour 


168 


Subsistence Report for "k" Division, Lethbridge, 1899. 


Alberta Railway and Coal Company: 


Flour 
Rice 
Soap 
Sugar 


Flour 
Pepper 

Rice 

Coarse Salt 
Table Salt 


= Sessional Papers of Canada, Auditor General's Reports. 
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Subsistence Report for "K" Division, Lethbridge, 1900. 


Alberta Railway and Coal Company: 
Water 


A, Macdonald: 
Potatoes 


Conrad Brothers: 


Beef 
H. Bentley: 

Apples salt Flour 

Bacon Soap Rice 

Baking Powder Butter Sugar 

Pepper Coffee 


Hudson's Bay Company: 
Flour 


J. Brodie: 
Cutting and Storing Ice 





J. H. Wallace: 
Beef 
S. R. Brady: 


Baking Bread 


= Sessional Papers of Canada, Auditor General's Reports. 
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Supplying Firms and Individuals for "Kk" Division, Lethbridge (Food). 


Alberta Railway and Coal Company (Lethbridge) . : 
Allen, H. S., and Company (Cardston). 

Baker and Skelding (Nacleod). 

Baker, I. G. (Lethbridge). 

Bate, H. N. and Sons (Ottawa). 

Bentley, H. (Lethbridge). 

Brady, S. R. (Lethbridge). 

Brodie, J. (Lethbridge). 

Burns, P. and Company (Lethbridge). 

Calgary Milling Company (Calgary). 

Conrad Brothers (Lethbridge). 

Conrad, W. G. (Lethbridge). 

Cotterill, C. (Lethbridge). 

Gwatkins, R. (Lethbridge). 

Hall, Pte. (NiTk River). 

Hudson's Bay Company (Lethbridge and Winnipeg). : 
Hull Brothers and Company (Calgary). 

Kean, J. W. (Lethbridge). } 
Lethbridge Cartage Company (Lethbridge). 
Lethbridge, Town of. 

Nacdonald, A. (Lethbridge). 

Macdonald, A. and Company (Winnipeg). 
Macdonald, A. and W. (Lethbridge). : 
NcGovern, B. (Lethbridge). 

Nicoll, J. (Lethbridge). 

North West Jobbing and Commission Company (Lethbridge) . 
Piche and Miron (Lethbridge). 
Piche, J. B. (Lethbridge). 

Pillings, R. and Sons (Lethbridge). 

Raymond Milling and Elevator Company (Raymond). 
Reed and Medcraf (Lethbridge). 

Sherlock, Freeman and Company (Lethbridge). 
smith and Brigham (Macleod and Moosomin). 
Strang and Company (Winnipeg). 


wm 


Tickler, L. (Coutts). 

Tufft, J. H. (Lethbridge). 

Vernon, G. (Lethbridge). 

Wallace, J. H. (Lethbridge). 
Waters, W. (Milk River, Lethbridge). 
Whitney, D. J. (Lethbridge). 
Williams, R. H. and Son (Regina). 


= Sessional Papers of Canada, Auditor General's Reports. 


Royal North West Mounted Police, Rules and Regulations (1909). 


Rations. 
736. The following is the daily scale of rations: 
Article 


Beef. 
or 





Bacon or Corned beef.....++++++++ 
Flour or biscuit. ...sseeeeeesseseeeseees 
or 

Bread. 
Butter... 
Apples or other dried fruit. 














or 
Jam or syrup. 
Potatoes... .sseceee 
or 

















Evaporated vegetables.......ssseessrsseeesesseeeseeenees 
or 


Canned vegetables (tomatoes, corn or peas).. 
Coffee 
Teas... 
Pepper 
Rice or barley. 
Sugar. 
Oatmeal... , duniicnaiinnh sve 
Salt.. 
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737. Lime juice and vinegar to be issued when and in such quantities 

as may be reconmended by the Surgeon. 

738. Small detachments on patrol or outpost duty may, in the discretion 
of the Commissioner, be allowed an extra issue, not exceeding 25 per cent 
of the regular ration. 

739. Commissioned Officers and such married N.C. Officers as are specially 
authorized by the Minister, may draw two rations. 

740. At all posts where fresh beef is obtainable, bacon must not be 
issued more than two days a week; if flour or bread is obtainable, bis- 
cuits must not be issued more than two days a week; and when potatoes are 
obtainable, beans or dried apples must not be issued more than two days 
per week. 

741. Officers Commanding must reconmend where the extra quarter ration 

is necessary for detachments, and give reasons for doing so. 

742. The rations for men on night guard will be, one half ration per man 
in bread, butter, coffee, and sugar. 

743. Cases of canned tomatoes containing 24 cans of No. 3's will be taken 


on charge at the net weight of 51 pounds, and each can issued at 2 1/8 
pounds, and corn and peas at 33 pounds per case, and issued at 1 3/8 pounds 


per can. 


Fuel and Light Supplied to "k" Division, Lethbridge, 1885-1905: 


Commodity: 

Candles 

Coal (Common, blacksmith, bloss, blossburg) : 
Coal of1 t 
Matches 

Electricity 

Supplying Individuals and Firms: 


Alberta Railway and Coal Company (Lethbridge) 
Baker, I. G, (Lethbridge) 
Bentley, H. (Lethbridge) 
Honk, G. (St. Mary's and Lethbridge) 
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Hudson's Bay Company (Lethbridge) 

Kirkham and Stewart Company (Lethbridge) 

Kunzli, N. (Pendant d'OreiTle) 

Lethbridge Water Works and Electric Light Company (Lethbridge Electric 
Company) 

McCaugherty and Whitney (Lethbridge) 

Stewart, D. (Lethbridge) 


= Sessional Papers of Canada, Auditor General's Reports. 


Royal North West Mounted Police, Rules and Regulations (1909). 


Forage. 
753. The issue of forage consists of the following: 


(a) Hay only, per horse, per diem, 30 Tbs. 

(b) Hay with straw, per horse, per diem, 20 Ibs. 

(c) Straw, per horse, per diem, 10 Ibs. 

(d) Oats, transport horses, not to exceed, daily, 15 Ibs. 

(e) Oats, saddle horses, not to exceed, daily 12 Ibs. 

(f) Bran, as ordered. 

(g) Rock salt, as ordered. 

754. The oat ration is to be regulated according to the amount of work and 
condition of each individual aninal. 

785. Only actual forage required for horses in sick stable shall be drawn 
and issued. 

756. Baled hay must be stored under cover. If no storage room is available, 
baled hay must be protected with tarpaulins and kept off the ground. 

757. Loose hay must be carefully stacked, in accordance with the following 
regulations: 

(a) When the quantity of hay is to be estimated by measurement, stacks are 
not to be taken over from contractors until after thirty days have elapsed, 
to allow them to settle, when they will be measured by, or in the presence 
of a Board of Officers whose finding must quote the measurement, in detail, 
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upon which they arrived at the total quantities certified to have been de- 
livered by the contractors. 

(b) At places where there is only one officer stationed, measurements may 
be made, in his presence by a N.C. Officer and Senior Constable, whose 
certificate of measurement must be concurred in by him. 

(c) Stacks after standing for thirty days, must not be Tess than sixteen 
feet wide, ten feet to eaves, and eighteen feet to apex. On these measure- 
ments, 512 cubic feet will be allowed to represent a ton of hay. 

(4) If stacks are of lesser dimensions, 600 cubic feet will be allowed to 
represent a ton of hay. 

758. When hay is purchased by weight, the contractors must, in all cases, 
build the stacks of such dimensions and in such manner as may be required 
by the Officer Commanding the post. 


759. The tops of hay stacks are to be replaced, if disturbed by wind 
storms or otherwise. 


760. One quart of salt is to be used to each ton of hay in stacking. 


761. Hay in stack is to be invariably removed by sections cut with a hay 
knife. 


762. Oats in storage should be frequently examined, and if any signs of 
heating are apparent, they should be turned over, or otherwise treated 
as necessary. 


763. At district headquarters, a Board of Officers will be convened to 
supervise the delivery of all forage. Forms 120 and 121 to be used. 


764. The Q.M. Sergeant will be responsible for the weights as recorded in 

the weights book, and the Veterinary N.C. Officer will be responsible that 

the quality is in accordance with the contract, and for the proper construction 
of stacks. 


Forage purchased by "k" Division, Lethbridge, 1888-1905: 


Bran, Flax, Hay, and Oats. 


~ Sessional Papers of Canada, Auditor General's Reports. 








THE WELL-DRESSED POLICEMAN 


Photographs of the men stationed at Writing-on-Stone and the N.W.M.P. 
(and R.N.W.M.P.) rules and regulations for 1889, 1890, and 1909 are our 
best source of information regarding uniforms. The rules and regulations 
for 1909 are the most complete, providing a comprehensive listing and 
explanation of al] apparel worn by the officers, N.C.0.s and constables. 
Unfortunately, the regulations for 1889 merely list the garments, while 
those for 1890 provide an explanation for only the officer's uniforms. 


See also: Adams, et al., Archaeological Investigations: Writing- 
on-Stone N.W.M.P. Post, pp. 80-81, 92-T0T. 
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North West Mounted Police, Rules and Regulations (1889). 


Clothing, etc. 


1. Every member of the force, below the rank of a conmissioned officer, 
is provided, at the expense of the Government, with certain articles men- 
tioned below, constituting his kit. Each member is required to keep his 
necessaries complete and in good order at his own expense. 


Articles to be issued on joining, and to be kept in serviceable condition 
at the Constable's expense during a term of five years’ service. 


Article No. 


Rug. 
Blankets, 10 Ibs. 
Waterproof sheet... 
Cloth overcoat 
Fur cap.. 
Gauntlets, buckskin (pr.).. 
Spurs (pr). 
Kit bag.. 
Haversack 
Holdall 
Knife. 
Fork. 
Spoon. 
Razor and case. 
Comb 
Shaving brush. 
Blacking brush 
Polishing brush. 
Cloth brush. 
Button brush. 
Button brass 





























































Sponge. 
Burnisher 





Cup... 








Ww 


Saucer. 
Plate, 













Palliasse. 
Pillow case. 
Sheets (pr.)... 
Tuque, woollen. 





Braces (pr.)... 
Towels. 
Blanket straps (pr.) 









1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
2 
1 


Note: Cloth overcoat to be returned into store at expiration of term of 
service, or when unfit to be longer worn. 


Articles to be issued annually, to be kept in serviceable condition, at 
the Constable's expense: 


Articles No. 


Drawers, woollen (prs.) 
Undershirts, woollen. . 
Overshirts, flannel. 
Mitts, buckskin, lined (pr.). 
Forage cap 
Tunic, serge..seeseeee 
Breeches, cloth (prs.) 
Socks, woollen (prs.). 
Stockings, woollen (prs.)-- 
































Note: Forage cap and serge tunic to be returned into store at expiration 
of service, or when unfit to be longer worn. 


Articles to be issued periodically, to be kept in serviceable condition, 
at the Constable's expense: 


Articles Number 


2, Ist and 3rd year. 
6 pairs, 2 pairs, Ist year, 
1 pair, 2nd year, 3rd year, 
4th year, and Sth year. 


Helmets... 





Moccasins. 








sesccsssee 7 pairs, 2 pairs Ist year, 
2 pairs 2nd year, 1 pair 

3rd, 4th and 5th years. 

2 pairs, 1 pair Ist year, 
1 pair 2nd year. 

3, Ist, 2nd and 4th years. 


Boots, long.. 


























Boots, short... 





Tunics, Cloth.....sseeeeeees 





Note: Helmet and tunic to be returned into Store at expiration of term of 
service, or when unfit to be longer worn. 


2. Men re-engaging for a second term of three, four or five years' service 
may receive the same issues, during the period of their second term, as are 
authorized to be issued during the corresponding years of the first term. 


3. In cases where non-commissioned officers and men are, by special 
authority allowed to re-engage for one year on the completion of their 
service, the following free issue of kit will be made: 





Tigle ix cctsieantswaaiawnneviwes caries 
Braces (Pr. )..sseseesesecerecervereevens 
Drawers, WOOT, (prs.)...+-sees+ee+ 
Undershirts... 
Overshirts. 
Mitts, buck (pr.). 
Forage cap. 
Breeches, cloth (prs.). 
Socks, wool (prs.). 
Stockings, wool (prs.).......++ 
Moccasins (pr.).... 
Boots, long (pr.). 
Tunic, cloth. 
Tunic, serge. 
Sheets (pr.). 
Blankets (pr.) 






































4. Non-commissioned officers and men who are permitted to re-engage for a 
second term of one year's service will not be entitled to: 
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Blankets 
Tunic 
Sheets 
Tuque or 
Braces. 


5. Non-commissioned officers or constables entitled to a new issue of 
clothing or kit may receive--one year from the date on which such issue 
became due--money compensation therefor at the rate of two-thirds the 
repayment value of each article, provided they are already in possession 
of similar articles, the condition of which is to be certified to by the 
officer commanding the division as being fit for wear. In the event of 
the clothing or kit of a non-conmissioned officer or constable becoming 
incomplete from the unserviceable condition or deficiency of any article 
for which compensation has been granted, officers commanding divisions 
may order the replacement of the same by purchase on repayment. 


6. Commanding officers are strictly forbidden to introduce or sanction any 
deviation from the sealed patterns of clothing and necessaries which are 
furnished for the guidance of the force, and will be liable for any expense 
which may be entailed by having to replace or to restore to the approved 
pattern any articles which may be found to be not in conformity therewith. 


7. The master tailor at headquarters will be provided with a size roll of 
the whole force, which will be kept complete, in the case of men serving at 
outposts, by the size rolls rendered by commanding officers with their 
requisitions for clothing; and, in the case of men serving at and joining 
headquarters, by actual measurement. 


8. The clothing having been prepared at headquarters will be forwarded to 
the several posts at such time and in such manner as may be directed by the 
Commissioner. 


9. All requisitions for clothing and boots are to be acompanied by size 
rolls, showing the various sizes required. 
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10. In the event of a man's clothing or uniform being lost, damaged or 
destroyed in the execution of his duty, he should submit a statement 
of the circumstances, through his inmediate superior, to the officer 
conmanding his division or district, for further reference, if necessary, 


to the Commissioner. 


11. In cases where an amount is awarded to a menber of the force by a 
magistrate, as costs to reimburse him for damages to his clothing, etc., 
and payment thereof is made, no claim upon the Government will be enter- 
tained. 


12. All trafficking in articles of kit, equipment, arms, accoutrements, 
etc., is strictly forbidden. 


13. Men are not allowed to lend, borrow, exchange, or buy any article of 
Government issue without permission of their commanding officer. 


14. Any man being deficient of, or being in possession of, necessaries, 
etc., for which he cannot satisfactorily account, will not only render 
himself liable for disobedience of orders, but will also subject himself 
to the penalties laid down in the Police Act, viz., double the value of 
each article, and a fine of twenty-five dollars. 


15. Men must remember that the regulations on this subject are issued 
for their benefit, to save them from possible loss by accident or design, 
and that is to their interest to act upon the spirit of the instructions. 


16. All issues of clothing, etc., should be made, whenever possible, in 
the presence of and be attested by an officer; and, as a rule, an hour on 
one or more days in each week should be set apart for such issue, in order 
that the orderly or other officer, and the quartermaster's staff, may have 
due notice and arrange accordingly. 


17. Whenever an issue of clothing, equipment, etc., is to take place, an 
officer, together with the sergeant-major, or orderly room clerk, is to 

attend with the division clothing ledger, and the several articles, as is- 
sued, are to be entered therein and in the clothing ledger in the quarter- 
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master's store, the recipient signing his acknowledgment in each on the 
Vine of entry, and the officer affixing his initials. 


18. A page in each of the above-mentioned books is appropriated to each 
man, and a separate line is to be used for each issue, so that a man may 
sign only for what he receives at a time. These books will also show the 
number of the carbine and pistol issued. 


19. When a man is transferred or detached from one division or post 
to another, a copy of his clothing account, showing the several years for 
which he has received issue, and certified by himself, is to accompany 
him, and is to be entered in the clothing book of the new division. 


20. Extra free issues of kit being authorized only under exceptional cir- 
cumstances, men must remember that it rests with them to prove that any 
deficiency has not resulted from neglect or want of due care, and that no 
unnecessary delay has occurred in reporting the fact. Failure to comply 
with these conditions will entail replacement at their own expense. 


Dress Regulations for Officers of the North-West Mounted Police (1890). 


Badges of Rank as Under: 


Conmissioner-Crown and star. 
Assistant Conmissioner-Crown. 
Superintendent-Two stars. 
Inspector-One star. 

Senior Surgeon-Two stars. 
Assistant Surgeon-One star. 
Veterinary Surgeon-One star. 


Badges of rank will be work on the collar, except on the great coat, 
where they will be worn on the shoulder straps. 


Boots and Spurs. 


Officers, except where otherwise specified, wear knee boots with 
crane necked spurs with straps and chains: officers when off duty may 
wear Wellington or whole front ankle boots with steel box spurs. The 
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top of the knee boot which is cut square should be four inches below the 
knee. 


Lace. 


Gold, diamond and point pattern. 


Buttons. 


Gilt of special pattern: Buffalo head with "N.W.M.P." below and 
"Canada" above. The whole surmounted by a crown. 


Full Dress-Tunic. 


Scarlet cloth with 3/4 inch gold lace on top of collar, Russia braid 
along collar seam, down front of tunic and round bottom of skirst. Col- 
lars not to exceed two inches in height. The cuffs pointed, and edged 
with round back gold cord forming, for the Commissioner and Assistant 
Commissioner, a triple Austrian knot traced round with gold Russia braid 
and extending to 11 inches from the bottom of the cuffs; for Superintendents, 
a double Austrian knot similarly traced, 9 inches deep; and for Inspectors, a 
Single Austrian knot 7 inches deep. Eight buttons in fron and two at the 
waist behind; a scarlet flap on each skirt behind, with three buttons, and 
edged with round back gold cord traced inside and out with gold Russia 
braid. Tunic lined throughout with red. Shoulder straps of plated flat 
gold cord lined with scarlet; a small button at top. Badges of rank in 
silver embroidery on collar. 


Trousers 


Blue cloth with 1 3/4 inch gold lace down the side seams, brass trouser 
chains. (Not worn on parade or ordinary dismounted duties, but only at 
levees and in the morning, in mess or full dress.) 


Boots - 


Hell ington whole front ankle boots, Brass box spurs. (Not worn on 
parade or ordinary dismounted duties, but only at levees and in the evening, 
‘in mess or full dress.) 
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Helmet. 


Cork, covered with white cloth in six seams, bound with buff leather 
at the bottom. Above the peak and going round the helmet, a buff leather 
band one inch wide stitched top and bottom. The head piece let in with 
zigzag ventilator. Back peak to centre of crown 12 inches, front peak to 
centre of crown 10 3/4 inches, side to centre of crown 9 inches, gilt side 
hooks, gilt curb-chain chin-strap, the links 5/8 inches wide, the strap 
lined with white leather. At top of helmet a gilt collet riveted on 
to a gilt collar 3/8 inches wide to receive spike and base. A gilt hook 
at back of base to which the chin-strap is attached when not worn under 
the chain. Plate N.W.M. Police pattern (same as ornament on undress pouch). 

A zinc button covered with white cloth is worn on all occasions when 
the spike is not used. 


Sword . 


Half basket steel hilt with two fluted bars on the outside; black 
fish skin grip bound with silver wire; slightly curved blade 33 inches 
long, grooved and spear pointed, embossed with title of force. 


Scabbard. 


Steel, with large shoe at bottom, and trumpet-shaped mouth. 


Sword Knot. 


Gold and purple strap with gold acron. 


Sword Belt and Slings. 


Gold laced, showing purple light in centre. 


Pouch Belt. 


Gold laced, with two rows of diamond and point lace showing purple 
light between gilt buckle, tip and slide. 


Gauntlets and Gloves. 


White leather. 
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In undress officers are permitted to wear dog skin gloves same 
colour as belts. 


Undress, Patrol Jacket (Universal Cavalry Pattern). 


Blue cloth, stand up collar, rounded in front, half inch mohair braid 
at top and bottom of collar, figured braiding in centre. Inch mohair braid 
traced with Russia braid all round, up the slits and along the back seams. 
Five loops of inch mohair braid at equal distances down the front on each 
side, with two olivettes on each side Toop; the top loops extended to the 
shoulder seams, the bottom to four inches. The cuffs pointed with one inch 
mohair braid traced with Russia braid, figured braiding at top and bottom; 
the mohair braid reaches to five inches from bottom of cuff and the figured 
braiding at the top to eight inches. Pockets in front edged all round with 
inch mohair braid. Figured braiding at the top of slits and at the top of 
the shoulder seams. Figured braiding in the centre of the back, at the 
bottom of the collar, and at the bottom of the jacket, figured braiding on 
the right, left and between the back seams. Hooks and eyes in front. 

Lined throughout with black. Pocket inside left breast. Shoulder straps 
plaited black mohair chain gimp. Badges of rank in gold embroidery on 
collar. 


Trousers and Pantaloons. 
Blue cloth with strip of yellow cloth 1 3/4 inches wide down the side 


seams. Trousers with Wellington or whole front ankle boots, steel box 
spurs and steel trouser chains, may be worn in summer on dismounted duty. 


Forage Cap. 

Blue cloth 2 5/8 inches high with band or gold lace 1 3/4 inches wide, 
gold purl bottom and braided figure on crown, black patent leather chin 
strap. 


Forage Cap for Field Service. 


Blue cloth folding cap 4% inches high with yellow top, and blue side 
flaps four inches deep, to turn down when required. Gold French braid 
welts on cap and flaps and at the front and back seams. Gold embroidery 
badge of N.W.M.P. pattern on left side. 


Sword Knot. 


Brown leather strap 4 inch wide, gold acorn. 


Sword Belt and Slings. 


Brown bridle leather 14; inches wide, slings 3/4 inch wide, gilt 
furnishings. 


Waist Plate. 


Circular gilt plate, 1 1/8 inches diameter, with a Buffalo head in 
silver, burnished rim 1 7/8 inches in diameter with the words “N.W. 
Mounted Police, Canada", on the outer circle in silver. 


Pouch Belt. 


Brown bridle leather two inches wide, gilt chased buckle, tip and 
slide. 


Pouch for Field Glass. 


Black patent leather 5% by 2 3/4 inches on top, and 4 inches deep to 
hold binocular field glass, gilt mountings with the following gilt metal 
badge in centre of flap; a maple wreath with a ribbon bearing the word 
"Canada" surmounted by the crown above; and the words “North West Mounted 
Police" below; within the wreath an oval bearing the words "Maintien le 
droit," encircling a Buffalo head in silver. 


Sabretache and Slings. 


Black patent leather with three slings 3/4 inch wide to match the 
undress sword belt. N.W.M.P. badge in metal on the flap. 


Mess Jacket. 


Scarlet cloth, edged all around, including the collar, with + inch 
gold lace, the lace forming a pear-shaped eye at the bottom of each back 
seam. Gilt studs down front. Body lined with red silk. Gold Russia 
braid along collar seam. Cuffs pointed with inch gold lace and traced, for 
the Commissioner and Assistant Commissioner, with Russia braid eyes 
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above and below, double figure of eight on cuff; for Superintendents, 
Russia braid eyes above lace, double figure of eight on cuff; for 
Inspectors, traced above with Russia braid forming a crow's foot on top. 


Mess Waistcoat. 


Blue cloth, fastening close up to the neck, edged with gold Russia 
braid all round, with gilt studs down the front, pockets trimmed with 
gold braid forming crow's feet at ends and centre. 


Patrol Jacket for Field Service. 


Scarlet serge, fastening with five jacket size buttons 3/4 inch in 
diameter, two pockets in front, collar edged top and bottom with gold 
russia braid. Shoulder straps of twisted gold cord, a small button at 
top. Badges of rank, gilt metal on collar. 

During the summer months a white twill jacket of similar make, but 
without trimming, may be worn. Shoulder straps to be of the same material 
as jacket. Badges of rank in gilt metal on shoulder straps. 


Great Coat and Cape. 


Grey beaver, single breasted, lined with red, to reach within a foot 
of the ground, stand and full collar 4% inches deep, belt at waist fastening 
with a three inch gilt buckle. Two pockets with flaps at the waist in 
front below the belt. A pocket inside the left breast. Five buttons in 
front; five small flat buttons under collar to attach cape. Shoulder straps 
of same material as coat, smal] gilt button on top. Badges of rank in gilt 
metal on shoulder straps. The opening in the coat behind to be long 
enough to reach to the cantle of the saddle; on the inside of each skirt 
a cloth bank with button; to secure the skirts over the knees when the 
coat is worn on mounted duties. 

Cape of the same cloth as the coat, long enough to cover the knuckles; 
four small buttons in fronts to fasten at the neck with leather strap, run- 
ner and buckle. 


Note: 





The sword belt is always worn outside the great coat. 
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Waterproof Cloak. 


Black twill, lined scarlet, collar of the same material as cloak, 
cape to reach to knuckles, cloak to within a foot of ground, two pockets 
at the waist in front. Buttons black. 


Fur Cap for Winter Use. 


Black Persian lamb, wedge shaped, 8 inches high, a yellow cloth 
bag falling down the right side to bottom, the bag to be 4 inches wide at 
the top, and rounded at the bottom. A line of gold Russia braid round 
the bag % inch from the edge, and a line down the centre, with a gold gimp 
button at the point of junction. 

When this cap is in use the top is to be turned in, reducing its 
height to 6 inches. 


Gauntlets. 


Black Persian lamb. 
Royal North West Mounted Police, Rules and Regulations (1909) 


Officers’ Uniform and Dress Regulations: 


1176. Commanding Officers are forbidden to introduce or sanction any un- 
authorized addition to, or deviation from, the sealed patterns of dress, 
clothing, equipment or badges. 


1177. Officers upon retirement shall not be allowed to wear uniform un- 
less the Order in Council specially grants permission. 


Dress Regulations for Officers of the Royal Northwest Mounted Police: 
Badges of Rank. 
1178. The rank of officers is shown by badges as under: 


Commissioner -- Crown and two stars below. 
Assistant Commissioner -- Crown and one star below. 
Superintendent -- Crown. 

Inspector -- One star. 





Inspector after five years’ service -- Two stars. 
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Inspector after ten years’ service -- Three stars. 

Surgeon -- Crown. 

Assistant Surgeon -- One star. 

Assistant Surgeon after five years' service -- Two stars 
Assistant Surgeon after ten years' service -- Three stars. 
Veterinary Surgeon -- One star. 

Veterinary Surgeon after five years' service -- Two stars. 
Veterinary Surgeon after ten years' service -- Three stars. 


1179. Badges of rank will be worn on the shoulder cords and shoulder 
straps. They will be in silver embroidery on gold shoulder cords, and 
gilt metal on plain cloth shoulder straps. 


The Crowns when laid on shoulder straps to be 1 inch broad, and 7/8 inch 
in heights the stars to be 1 inch between opposite points. 


Badges. 


1180. Collar -- A buffalo head surrounded by a garter inscribed "Maintien 
le droit" and round the garter a wreath of maple leaves, surmounted by a 
crown with scroll underneath inscribed "Royal North West Mounted Police.” 


1181. Badge to be of gilt metal for tunic, mess jacket, scarlet and blue 
Jackets and frock coats and of bronze for field jacket. 


1182. Cap -- A buffalo head in silver surrounded by a wreath of maple 
leaves, surmounted by a crown, and underneath a scroll inscribed "R.N.W.M.P." 
in gold embroidery. 

Gold Lace. 


1183. Diamond and point pattern. 


Buttons. 
1184, Of similar pattern to those issued to the ranks in gilding metal, 
except on field service clothing when leather buttons will be worn. 
Helmet. 


1185. Cork, covered with white cloth in six seams, bound with buff 
leather at bottom. Above the peak and going around the helmet a buff 
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leather band one inch wide stitched top and bottom. The headpiece let in 
with zigzag ventilator. Back peak to centre of crown 10 3/4 inches, side 
to centre of crown, 9 inches. Gilt side hooks and curb chain chin strap, 
the links 5/8 inch wide, the strap lined with white Teather. At top of 
helmet a gilt collet riveted on to a gilt collar 3/8 inch wide to receive 
spike and base. A gilt hook at back of base to which chin strap is at- 
tached when not worn under chin. 


Felt Hat. 


1186. Of same pattern as issued to all ranks. 


cap. 
1187. Blue cloth with three cloth welts, 3 1/4 inches total depth, dia 
meter across top 8 1/4 inches for a cap fitting 21 3/4 in circumference, 
varying proportionately according to size. 


Sides to be made in four pieces and to be 1 1/2 inches deep between the 
welts; a cloth band 1 3/4 inches wide placed between the two lower welts; 
yellow for executive officers, cherry for medical, and maroon for vet- 
erinary. Corps badge in gold embroidery in centre of front. 


The cap to be wet up on a band of stiff Teather 1 3/4 inches high, chin 
strap of black patent leather attached to two buttons (20 line) inmedi- 
ately behind corners of peak. The peak of cap will be of the following 
pattern: 

For Commissioner and Assistant Commissioner: patent leather embroidered on 
front edge with maple leaves in gold 3/4 inch wide. For Superintendents and 
Surgeons: patent leather with gold embroidery on front edge 3/4 inch wide. 
For other officers patent leather without embroidery. The peak to drop at 
an angle of 45 degrees and to be 2 inches deep in the middle when worn with 
embroidery, and 1 3/4 inches when plain. White canvas covers may be worn 
during hot weather, and during rainy weather an oilskin cover. 


Fur Cap. 


1188. Otter, same pattern as issued to ranks, but with blue cloth top. 








Boots. 


1189. knee: Brown Teather to reach top of calf, cut square al] around. 
Spur rest two inches above top edge of heel to keep spur horizontal. 


Wellington: Black, for dismounted duty, with steel box spurs. 

Field pattern: As issued to all ranks. 

Ankle: Brown leather with plain toe cap. 

Winter: Short black dolges to be worn with trousers or pantaloons, with 
long black stocking folded at calf 3 1/2 inches deep. 





1190. Moccasins: 
during winter. 


May be worn with Tong black stockings for prairie duty 


Leggings. 


1191. Brown leather or hog skin to reach 4 inches below the knee with 
strap and buckle at top, and strap at bottom to pass around leg once and 
buckle at top. 


Spurs. 


1192. Steel, jack, Cavalry pattern, Hessian straight neck. Steel box, 
with trousers. 


Spur Straps. 


1193. Billet straps, 5/8 inches wide, brown leather, with safe 3 inches 
Tong, swell at centre 2 inches, at ends 1 1/2 inches. Slots at both ends 
of safe 3/8 inch from each end to admit of the 5/8 inch billet strap pass- 
‘ing through. 


Trouser Straps. 


1194. Whenever spurs are worn with trousers, straps are to be worn. 


Gloves. 


1195. Mounted duties, brown leather gauntlets. Dismounted duties, brown 
leather gloves. Mess or levee dress, white kid. 
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Mourning Bands. 


1196. Crepe, 3 1/4 inches wide, worn above left elbow. 


Collars. 


1197. Collar of all garments to be cut square at top in front and fastened 
with two hooks and eyes, and a black silk tab sewn on the inside: height 
not to exceed two inches. 


Haversack. 


1198. Khaki, one large pocket at back, two smaller pockets and a loop for 
knife and fork. 


Frock Coats. 


1199. Frock coat for Conmissioner and Assistant Conmissioners. Blue cloth, 
double breasted, with collar and cuffs of the same material as the coat; 
the cuffs round, 3 inches deep, a flap and three small buttons on each 
sleeve. Plain flaps at the plaits behind. 1 1/2 inches wide, which for an 
officer 5 feet 9 inches in height would be 11 inches long; two rows of 
buttons down the front, eight in each row, the rows eight inches apart at 
the top and 4 inches at the waist; two buttons at the waist behind and one 
at the bottom of each skirt flap, the skirts lined with black. Buttons 

and shoulder cords as for the tunic. 


Tunic. 


1200. Scarlet cloth with blue collar and cuffs 3/4 inch gold lace on top 
of collar, Russia braid along collar seam, down front of tunic, and round 
bottom of skirts, collar not to exceed two inches in height. Cuffs pointed 
and edged with round back gold cord forming single Austrian knot 7 inches 
deep. Eight buttons in front, and two at waist behind. A scarlet flap on 
each skirt behind, with three buttons and edged with round back gold cord, 
traced inside and out with gold Russia braid. 


Tunic to be lined throughout with red. Shoulder straps of plaited gold 


cord lined with scarlet, a smal] button on top. Badges of rank in silver 
embroidery on shoulder straps. R.N.W.M.P. badges in gilding metal on collar. 











Jackets. 
1201. Scarlet and blue. Full in chest, but with side bodies, slit at 
sides, five small R.N.W.M.P. buttons down front. Two breast patch pockets, 
outside 6 1/4 inches wide, 8 1/4 inches deep from top of flap, the top edge 
of the pocket in line with second button, with three pointed flaps, small 
R.N.W.M.P. button and hole, loose pleat on rear side of flaps. Two inside 
breast pockets, up and down, with hole and button. 


Collar and shoulder straps of scarlet to be blue cloth, those of blue 
jacket to be of same material and colour as the jacket, fastened with smalT 
R.N.W.M.P. buttons. 

Lining, Italian cloth or thin serge, red for scarlet jacket, and black for 
blue jacket. 


Sleeves with pointed cuffs, 6 inches high in front and 2 1/2 inches behind 
the slit, and two small buttons and button holes. 


Badges of rank and “R.N.W.M.P." shoulder badge in gilding metal on shoulder 


straps. 


Field Service Jacket. 
1202. Khaki drill or serge (Imperial Army colour). Full in chest, cut 
with patrol shaped back and side bodies. Patch pockets with pointed flaps, 
and sma11 buttons each side of breast outside, and with one inch box pleat 
down the centre. Pockets to be 6 1/2 inches deep and 6 1/4 inches broad 

at top. Top edge of pocket flap to be one inch below the centre of the 
second button. Two outside patch pockets below with pointed flaps. Two 
pleats about three inches Tong on each side of neck in front, running 
slightly diagonally from collar seam in direction of arm hole. Also two 
pleasts underneath breast pockets to give shape to waist and fullness to 
breast. Five smal] leather buttons down the front. The back to have a yoke 
sufficiently wide to cover shoulder seams, ending under shoulder straps and 
not too deep. Sleeves with three pleats with pointed cuffs 5 inches high 
at the points and 2 inches behind. Shoulder straps of the same material ! 
fastened at the top with small buttons. A slit at each side to suit height 
of wearer. Inside waist belt fastened with a buckle. Stand and fall col~ $ 
lar fastened with two hooks of the same material as the jackets. 
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Badges of rank and letters "R.N.W.M.P." in bronze on shoulder straps, 
collar badge in bronze. 


Waterproof Cloak. 


1203. For all ranks same pattern as Imperial Mounted Troops, khaki colour. 


Mess Jacket. 


1204. Scarlet cloth with blue collar and cuffs, edged all round, includ- 
ing the collar, with 1/2 inch gold lace, the lace forming a pear-shaped 
eye at the bottom of each back seam. Gilt studs down front. Body Tined 
with red silk. Gold Russia braid along collar seam. Cuffs pointed with 
inch gold lace, and traced for the Commissioner and Assistant Commissioner, 
with Russia braid eyes above and below, double figure of eight on cuffs 
for Superintendents, Russia braid eyes above lace, double figure eight on 
cuffs; for Inspectors, traced above with Russia braid for forming a crow's 
foot at top. 


Mess Waistcoat. 


1205. Blue cloth with collar, edged with gold Russia braid all round, in- 
cluding collar, with gilt studs down the front, pockets trinmed with gold 
braid forming crow's foot at ends and centre. 


Pea Jacket. 


1206. Blue cloth lined with scarlet, double breasted. One inch longer 
than serge jackets, to rows of five large gilt buttons, sleeve with two 
smal] gilt buttons. One flap pocket each side, 6 3/4 inches, flap, 2 1/2 
inches. Shoulder straps with badges of rank, and letters "R.N.W.M.P." in 
gilding metal, small buttons on top. Roll and step collar. Inside pocket 
on left side. 


Fur Coat. 

1207. Coonskin to reach half way down hip to knee. High square collar. 
Two inside breast pockets, two outside pockets below edged with same fur 
as cap. Coat to be fastened with five frogs on each side, and rows of 
black round silk cord finished at frogs with crow's feet. The opening 
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of the coat behind to be high enough to allow the wearer to sit in the 
saddle. 


Gauntlets (for winter use). 


1208. Otter. 


Trousers. 


1209. Blue cloth with 1 3/4 inch yellow cloth stripes down side seams. 
To be worn strapped firmly down to the boot, and fitting closely above 
the spur. 


Pantaloons. 


1210. Blue cloth with yellow stripes, 1 3/4 inches wide. Cut loose in 
the thigh and tight at the knees, ample length from hem to knee being 
essential so that the wearer can have the necessary freedom in mounting 
and dismounting. Black buckskin strapping at the knee. Pockets of trou- 
sers and pantaloons to be cut across. 


Swords . 


1211. Pattern as per Cavalry Officers of the line (approved September 11, 
1896). Scabbard covered with brown leather for field service. 


Sword Knot. 


1212. Brown leather strap 1/2 inch wide, leather acorn. Gold and purple 
strap with gold acorn for full dress. 


Sword Belts and Slings. 


1213. Gold laced, showing purple Tight in centre, with R.N.W.M.P. waist 
plate. 


Pouch Belts. 


1214. Gold laced, with two rows of diamond and point lace, showing purple 
light between, gilt buckle, tip and slide. 
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Pouch. 


1215. Purple velvet, gold laced, and badge in gold embroidery. 


Waist Plate. 


1216. Circular gilt plate 1 1/8 inches in diameter, with a buffalo head 
in silver, burnished rim 1 7/8 inches in diameter with words "R.N.W. Mounted 
Police, Canada," on the outer circle. 


Binocular Case. 


1217. Service case, for binocular field glasses, of brown leather to be 
worn on waist belt of Sam Browne equipment. 


Belts., 


1218. For all parade and field duties universal Sam Browne equipment. 


Bandoliers. 


1219. OF the same pattern as issued to the ranks, with corps badge in 
front and whistle. 


Decorations and Medals. 


1220. To be worn as laid down in Imperial Army Dress Regulations. 


General. 

1221. Sam Browne belts, bandoliers, and field glasses and cases may be 
issued free to officers on appointment to be returned into store on re- 
tirement. 

1222. The Sam Browne belt will always be worn over the jackets. When 
the revolver is not carried only one brace will be worn. 

1223. Cavalry whistles issued to officers are to be worn on all mounted 
parades and on prairie duty. They will be carried in the left hand breast 
pocket of jacket and lanyard around the arm and under the left shoulder 
strap. 


1224. It is optional for officers to provide themselves with the follow- 
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ing articles of uniform, which are intended only for wear on special oc- 
casions, and are not required for ordinary service, viz.: helmet, tunic, 
gold sword belt, gold pouch and pouch belt. 


1225. When officers off duty, or returning off leave, report in person 
to the Commissioner, they will do so in undress uniform. 


1226. Officers travelling on duty in the district in which they are 
stationed, whether on railways or otherwise, will wear uniform. 


Dress Regulations for Non-Commissioned Officers and Constables. 


1236. Uniform for N.C. Officers and Constables will be in accordance with 
sealed patterns, and Commanding Officers are forbidden to introduce or 
sanction any unauthorized addition to or deviation therefrom. 


1237. The scarlet serge jackets, of Non-conmissioned Officers and Cons- 
tables to have gorget patches on collars and shoulder straps of dark 
blue cloth. The gorget patches to meet evenly and fix close together at 
the front of the collar, the top of the patch to extend back 2 3/4 inches 
to shoulder, bottom to extend back 2 5/8 inches, centre to extend back 
3.1/2 inches to point front to be 1 3/4 inches wide and width between 
shoulder points to be 1 7/8 inches. 


1238. Non-conmissioned Officers will receive the same free issues of 
clothing and kit as Constables, with the following alterations: 


Blue Serge Jacket. 


1239. Sergeants-Major and Staff-Sergeants are permitted to wear a blue 
serge jacket of the same pattern as the scarlet serge jacket to be furnished 
at their own expense, for barrack duties or walking out, but on parades 
they will wear the same order to dress as for the men, stable parades 
excepted. 


1240. Chevrons and badges for blue jacket to be the same as for scarlet 
serge jacket, but on red ground. 


Cap. 


1241. Sergeants-Major, Staff-Sergeants, Sergeants and Corporals, of the 
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same pattern and material as that worn by the Constables. 


Fur Cap. 


1242. Sergeants-Major and Staff-Sergeants, unplucked beaver with blue 
cloth top of same pattern as for Constables. 


Fur Gauntlets. 


1243. Sergeants-Major and Staff-Sergeants, gauntlets of unplucked beaver. 


Chevrons and Badges. 
1244. (a) Corps Sergeant-Major - Gold crown on blue ground, to be worn on 
right arm below the elbow on scarlet serge jacket, and on red ground on 
blue serge jacket, and pea jacket, on right arm below elbow. Worsted crown 
on field jacket. 

(b) Division Sergeant-Major - Four bar gold lace chevron on blue ground, 
point down, surmounted by a crown to be worn on right arm of scarlet serge 
Jacket below the elbow, and on red ground on blue serge jacket and pea 
Jacket below the elbow, worsted chevrons on field jacket below the elbow. 


(c) Staff-Sergeant Najor Clerk - Same as for Division Sergeants-Major. 


(d) Staff-Sergeants - Four bar gold lace chevrons on blue ground point up, 
to be worn on right arm of scarlet serge jacket, and on red ground on blue 
serge jacket and pea jacket, below elbow. Worsted chevrons on field jacket 
below the elbow. 

(e) Quartermaster Sergeant - Chevrons surmounted by a star. (Gold or wor- 
sted as necessary). 

(f) Hospital Stewards - Chevrons surmounted by a "Geneva" cross. 

(g) Veterinary Staff-Sergeants - Chevrons surmounted by a horseshoe. (Gold 
or worsted as necessary). 

(h) Saddler - Chevrons surmounted by a bit. (Gold or worsted as necessary). 
(i) Farrier - Chevrons surmounted by a horseshoe. (Gold or worsted as 
necessary). 

(i) Dril] Instructors - Chevrons surmounted by cross swords. (Gold or 
worsted as necessary). 














198 


(k) Rough riders - Chevrons surmounted by a spur. (Gold or worsted as 
necessary). 


(1) Trumpeters - Cross trumpets on right arm above elbow. (Gold or 
worsted as necessary). 


(m) Constables employed as artificers, etc., to wear their badges on 
right arm above elbow. 


(n) Crossed rifles or crossed revolvers to be worn on left arm below 


the elbow; when both badges are worn, the crossed revolvers to be above 
the crossed rifles. 


{o) Sergeants - Three bar gold lace chevron, on blue ground, point down, 
Surmounted by a crown, to be worn on right arm of scarlet serge jacket, 
and on red ground on pea jacket above elbow, worsted chevrons on field 
Jacket above elbow. 


(p) Corporals - Two bar gold lace chevron on blue ground, point down 
to be worn on right arm of scarlet serge jacket and on red ground on pea 
Jacket above elbow, worsted chevrons on field jacket above the elbow. 


(q) Free issue of chevrons - One pair of gold chevrons and one half 

pair of worsted chevrons to be issued on promotion, and one pair of gold 
and one half pair worsted with each annual issue thereafter, but the 

First annual issue must not be made within a year of the date of promotion. 


(r) Gilt collar badges - On scarlet serge two inches from centre of badge 
to front edge of collar. 


(s) Gilt shoulder badges - On shoulder straps, 1/4 inch above shoulder 
seam scarlet and blue jacket and pea jackets. 


(t) Gilt cap badges - In centre of front, mounted on blue cloth trinmed 
1/6 inch larger to shape of badge. 


{u) Bronze collar and shoulder badges to be worn on field jackets same 
as on scarlet and blue jackets. 


1245. Issues of fur caps and gauntlets - To be issued free on promotion 

to the rank of Staff-Sergeant or Sergeant-Major, and thereafter not oftener 
than once in five years. Upon reduction to a lower grade than Staff- 
Sergeant for the fur cap and gauntlets must be returned to Quartermaster Store. 
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Service Stars. 
1246. Issues of service stars for scarlet serge jackets to be as follows: 


(a) To non-commissioned officers and constables who have served continu~ 
ously for five years -- A star of gold to be worn on the left arm above 
the elbow. 

(b) At the expiration of each succeeding period of five years' continuous 
service, an additional star of gold. 


Royal North West Mounted Police, Rules and Regulations (1909). 


Order of Dress: Officers 


(a) Review order. 

Cap. 

Scarlet jacket. 

Pantaloons.. 

Knee boots. 

Jack spurs. 

Brown gauntlets when parading with men. 

Brown gloves on all other occasions. 

Sam Browne belt. 

Sword. 

Whistle and lanyard when mounted. 
Worn as follows: Attending church; at receptions by the Governor- 
General or Lieutenant-Governor; funerals; on all full dress parades; 
medals, decorations, etc., to be worn. 


(b) Drill order. 
Cap or felt hat as ordered. 
Blue or khaki jacket as ordered. 
Pantaloons. 
Leggings and brown boots. 
Jack spurs. 
Brown gloves. 
Sam Browne belt. 
Sword. 
Whistle and lanyard when mounted. 
Worn as follows: On all dismounted parades. 



























(c) 


(a) 


(e) 


Service order. 

Felt hat. 

Khaki jacket. 

Pantaloons. 

Field boots, or leggings and brown boots. 

Jack spurs. 

Field glasses. 

Haversack, if ordered. 

Sam Browne belt. 

Revolver and ammunition pouch. 

Rifle and bandolier, if ordered. 

Gloves. 

Whistle and lanyard. 
Worn as follows: At target practices mounted drill; inspection of 
detachments; on any duty in the district unless plain clothes be 
ordered. 


Undress order. 

Cap. 

Blue jacket. 

Pantaloons. 

Knee boots, or leggings and boots with jack spurs, or trousers with 

foot straps, plain fronted black boots and box spurs. 
Worn as follows: On boards; as orderly officer with Sam Browne 
equipment, but without frog and sword; at office and all other 
duties; at Commissioner's orderly room; inspection of barracks; 
when reporting at headquarters on duty, or off leave; attending 
Supreme Courts on duty. 


Note -- When officers are paraded at Commissioner's orderly room, 
all officers attending will wear swords. 


Ness dress. 
Ness jacket. 
Ness waistcoat. 
Trousers. 
Plain fronted black boots. 

Steel box spurs. 5 
White kid gloves. 


(f) 


(9) 
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Worn as follows: When ordered at, mess, public entertainments in 
barracks, public balls, theatre, state dinners at Government 
House. Miniature medals and decorations to be worn. 


Full dress. 

Helmet with spike and chain. 

Tunic. 

Trousers. 

Plain fronted black boots. 

Steel box spurs. 

White gloves. 

Gold sword belt. 

Gold pouch and pouch belt. 

Sword with steel scabbard. 

Gold sword knot. 
Worn as follows: At levees; state dinners and balls; Government 
House, Ottawa; when acting as A.D.C. to the Governor-General or 
Lieutenant-Governor; on all occasions when officers are on detached 
duty and full dress is worn by officers of the army or militia. 
Nedals, decorations, etc., to be worn. 


Winter. 

Fur cap. 

Fur coat or pea jacket as ordered. 

Fur gauntlets. 

Black stockings. 

Felt boots, or moccasins for prairie duty, at officer's discretion. 
Note -~ With winter foot gear, spurs will only be worn, when re 
quired, for mounted duty. 


General. 

(1) Revolvers, when carried, will be worn on the right hip, the 
lanyard around the neck underneath both shoulder straps. Ammunition 
pouch in front, on right side. 

(2) The shoulder brace of the Sam Browne equipment to be worn over 


the right shoulder with the sword, and over the left shoulder with 
the revolver. 








(a) 


(b) 


NW. 
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(3) The Sam Browne equipment to be worn outside of pea jacket, and 
fur coat on all parades, and underneath on all other occasions. 


(4) White covers will be worn on caps during fine weather in summer 
months, and black oilskin covers during wet weather. 


(5) Pea jackets to be worn with all orders of summer uniform as 
ordered. 


(6) Khaki waterproofs and rubber boots may be worn during wet 
weather. 


(7) Brown leather leggings and brown ankle boots may be worn instead 
of field boots, with spurs. 


(8) Medal ribbons % inch in depth to be worn on undress blue jacket 
and khaki jacket. 


Officers and Constables. 


Review order. 

Forage cap. 

Scarlet serge jacket. 

Pantaloons. 

Field boots. 

Jack spurs. 

Brown gauntlets. 

Bandolier. 

Waist belt complete. 

All arms. 
Note -- This is also church parade order, but without rifles or 
bandoliers. 


Drill order. 

Felt hat. 

Field jacket. 
Pantaloons. 

Field boots. 

dack spurs. 
Bandolier. 

Waist belt complete. 
AN] arms. 




























(c) 


(e) 


(9) 
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Service Order. 
Felt hat. 

Field jacket. 
Pantaloons . 

Field boots. 

Jack spurs. 

Bandolier. 

Waist belt complete. 
Haversack, if ordered. 
Arms, as ordered. 


Undress order. 

Forage cap. 

Field jacket. 

Jack spurs, or 

Overalls, with foot straps, plain fronted black boots and box spurs. 


Fatigue order. 
Felt hat, tuque in winter. 

Field jacket. 

Field trousers. 

Ankle boots, or moccasins, according to weather. 


Walking out order. 
Forage cap (white covers to be worn during hot weather). 
Scarlet serge jacket. 
Pantaloons. 
Field boots. 
Jack spurs, or 
Overalls with foot straps, plain fronted black boots, and box spurs. 
Brown gloves. 
Whip. 
Winter. 
Fur cap. 
Fur coat or pea jacket (according to weather). 
Black stockings and 
Noccasins or field boots (according to weather). 
Mitts. 
Note -- With winter foot gear, spurs will only be worn when required 































(h) 


(i) 


(a) 


(b) 


for mounted duty. 


Teamsters sunmer. 


(1) Driving Tight transport to town with officers, etc. 


Forage cap. 
Scarlet serge jacket. 
Pantaloons. 

Field boots. 

Brown gauntlets. 


(2) Driving light transport to town with prisoners, etc. 


Felt hat. 
Field jacket. 
Pantaloons. 


Field boots or overalls with foot straps, and plain fronted black 


boots. 


(3) On freighting, fatigue, etc. 
Felt hat. 

Field jacket. 

Field trousers. 

Ankle boots. 


Teamsters, winter. 


Fur cap. 

Fur coat or pea jacket. 

Black stockings. 

Moccasins. 

Mitts or teamster's gauntlets. 


Saddlery. 


Review order. 
Regulation saddle. 
Blanket, head collar complete. 
Head rope. 

Drill order. 
Regulation saddle. 
Blanket. 

Head collar complete. 
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(c) Service order. 

Regulation saddle. 

Wallets. 

Blanket. 

Head collar complete. 
Note -- lihen slickers and pea jackets are carried, the slicker 
will be tied loosely at the back of the saddle; and the pea 
Jacket in brown canvas at the front of the saddle over wallets. 


General. 


(1) Sergeants-Major will wear Sam Browne equipment , all other N.C. 
Officers will wear the same equipment as the men. 


(2) Cavalry whistles are to be worn by Sergeants-Najor on all mounted 
parades and on prairie duty. They will be carried in left hand breast 
pocket of jacket with lanyard around the neck. 


(3) Sergeants-Major and Staff-Sergeants may wear blue jackets in un- 
dress uniform for barrack duties or walking out, but on parade they will 
wear the same order of dress as for the men. (Stable parades excepted.) 


(4) Division Orderly will wear scarlet serge jacket and Orderly's cross 
belt and pouch. 


(5) Men on prisoners’ escort will wear undress with the exception that 
they must wear pantaloons and field boots (without spurs) and side arms. 


(a) Felt hats in hot weather at discretion of Officers Commanding. 
(b) AI1 equipment must be worn outside of pea jackets or fur coats. 


(6) N.C. Officers and Constables attending Supreme Court on duty will 
do so in review order without bandolier or rifle. Side arms to be 
removed before entering court room. 


(7) Slickers and long rubber boots may be worn in wet or muddy weather. 
(8) Rubbers may be worn over moccasins in winter for stable duty. 


(9) Black stockings worn with winter foot gear must be folded at the 
calf, 3% inches deep. 


(10) Winter uniform depends on condition of weather. 
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(11) Dress to be detailed by Officers Commanding with regard to, 
pea jackets instead of fur coats, boots instead of moccasins. 


(12) Hat bands on felt hats to be worn with the buckle on the left 
side, tongue of strap pointing to the rear. 


(13) Medals will be worn in review order. 


Royal North West Mounted Police, Rules and Regulations (1909). 


Clothing and Kit, and Compensation in lieu of. 


958. Every member of the Force, below the rank of a Commissioned Of- 
ficer, is provided, at the expense of the Government, with certain articles 
mentioned below, constituting his kit. Each member is required to keep 
his necessaries complete and in good condition at his own expense. 


959. Articles to be issued on joining, and to be kept in serviceable 
condition, at the Constable's expense, during a term of five year's 


service: 


Blankets. 
Blanket straps, 
Burnisher, 
Brush, boot... 
Brush, cloth. 
Brush, button. 
Brush, hair. 





















Braces, prs 
Badges, cap and 
Cap, furs... 





Cipterest saat 
Gauntlets, brown leather, prs 
Dunnage bag 
Goggles. prs 
Hold-all. 
Contents of hold-all: 




















Button brass..-- 1 
Comb... 1 
Fork... aise epee 1 













Knife.. 

Razor and Case... 

Spoon... ie 
Sponge. 


Shaving brush 


Haversack.. 














Kit-bag. gaenanaedesats 
Muffler. eaecea Cade 
Plate. aes sau's 
Paillasse. ieohtnin 
Pillow case.. cibomignnsey 
Rug... " 










Sheet, waterproof. 
Sheet, canvas... 
Sheets, cotton. 
Spurs, prs. 
Saucer... 
Slicker. 
Sou'wester. 
Towels... 
Tuque. 























960. Articles to be issued annually, to be kept in serviceable condition 


at the Constable's expense: 


Breeches, cloth (or trousers), prs..... 











Drawers, prs. 
Field jacket. 
Field trousers, prs : 
Gloves, brown leather, prs.....-++++ 
Mitts, wool, prs.. 
Mitts, elk, prs... 
Shirts, over. 
Shirts, under. 
SOCKS, prs....++ 
Stocking, prs. 
Scarlet serge jacket. 
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Note: Serge jacket to be returned to store at expiration of term of 
service, or when unfit to be longer worn. 


961. Articles to be issued periodically, to be kept in serviceable condi- 
tion at the Constable's expense: 


Moccasins, prs. 6; 2 prs. Ist year, 1 pr. 2nd, 3rd, 4th and Sth year. 
Boots, long prs. 5; 2 prs. Ist year, 1 pr. 2nd, 4th and 6th years. 
Boots, short, prs. 2; Ist and 3rd years. 

Cap, forage, 2; 1st and 3rd years. 

Hat, felt, 2; Ist and 3rd years. 

Pea jackets, 2; Ist and 3rd years. 

Hat bands, 2; Ist and 3rd years. 

Field jacket, lined, 2; Ist and 3rd years in Yukon Territory, McKenzie 
River and Hudson Bay districts. 

Field trousers, lined, 2; Ist and 3rd years in Yukon Territory, McKenzie 
River and Hudson Bay districts. 


962. Men re-engaging for a second term of three or five years' service 
may receive the same issues, during the period of their second term, as 
are authorized to be issued during the corresponding years of the first 
term. 


963. Men who are allowed to re-engage for one year, or for successive 
terms of one year each may receive annually the same issues as are 
authorized for the fifth year of a five years term. Any articles, in 
addition to such issues, necessary to keep the uniform and kit complete 
and in serviceable condition, must be furnished by the Constable at his 
own expense. 


964. Recruits on joining will receive only the following articles, un- 
less they waive (in writing for attachment to service file) the right 
to purchase their discharge authorized under paragraph 1039 (a): 


Blankets, from casualty store, prs... 
Blanket straps, prs... 
Burnisher. 
Brushes, 1 set...... 
Braces, prss..see- 
Cap, fur (winter only)..... 
Cup. 
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HOId-all.eeeeeeeeeeeeee 
Button brass 
Comb... 
Fork. 
knife. 
Razor and case. 
Spoon... 
Shaving brush. 





Kit bag (casualty)....... 
Plate. 
Paillasse. 








Sheet, waterproof (casualty) 
Spurs, pr. 
Towels... ne eeee eee Peeere er eereery 





Tuque) (winter Only) sit<ctactsautstesscscciondecabeeteteeentiemies 
Breeches, or trousers (cloth), prs 








Drawers, WOOT, PrSssseeeeeeeeeee 
Field jacket.. 
Field trousers, pre..sseseeseeee 
Mitts, wool (winter only), pr... 
Mitts, elk (winter only), pr.. 
Shirts, over. 
Shirts, under. 
Socks, prs.. 
Stockings (winter only), prs 
Scarlet serge jacket. 
Noccasins (winter only), pr..sss+++ 
Boots, long, prs... 
Boots, short, pr.... 
Cap, field service. 
Hat; fal tise. weeds censsvovsersdtin sas 
(Hat, felt, to be issued in summer months if recruit consents to pay 
for it in the event of purchasing discharge during first three months 




















































of service.) 
Hat band. 
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965. The following will be the authorized issue of badge: 


2 gilt cap badges. 

2 prs. gilt collar badges. 

2 prs. bronze collar badges. 

2 prs. gilt R.N.W.M.P. badges, shoulder. 
1 pr. bronze R.N.W.M.P. badges, shoulder. 


This issue is to be made on engagement and thereafter when re-engagements 
are for three to five years. 


966. Officers Commanding will be held responsible that members of their 
divisions are supplied with and wear the regulation issue of badges. 


967. Badges may be procured on repayment. 
968. A11 badges must be shown singly on the clothing returns, Form 8. 


969. Free issue of chevrons -- One pair of gold chevrons and one half 
pair of worsted chevrons to be issued on promotion, and one pair of gold 
and one half pair worsted with each annual issue thereafter, but the 

first annual issue must not be made within a year of the date of promotion. 


970. Issue of fur caps and gauntlets To be issued free on promotion to 
the rank of Staff-Sergeant or Sergeant Major, and thereafter not oftener 
than one in five years. Upon reduction to a lower grade than Staff 


Sergeant the fur cap and gauntlets must be returned into Q.M. store. 





971. Instructions for the issue of clothing and kit free and on repayment. 





FURNISHINGS 


\ Unfortunately there are no photographs of the interior of Writing-on- 

} Stone. Our sources of information for the furnishing of both the barrack 

| building and the lean-to addition which housed the N.C.0. and visiting 

| officer, are interior shots of other outposts and local informants who 

| visited the post before its closure in May 1918. It must be stressed that 
| neither of these sources give an exact picture of the amenities at Writing- 
On-Stone. On the one hand, we can only assume that most frontier outposts 
1 were furnished in similar styles; and then again, when making use of the 
information gleaned from local residents, we must keep in mind that these 


memories are some sixty to seventy years old. From the available evidence, 
however, an outline does suggest itself. 

Writing-on-Stone was decorated in a simple, utilitarian manner. The 
barrack room housed the enlisted men and, by 1897, probably contained five beds. 
These iron cots were, in all likelihood, positioned in the four corners, 
with the extra one being placed either against the east wall or the north 


| 





wall.) The windows were curtained or had blinds placed over them (or both),” 
while the walls were decorated with the usual police paraphernalia. A Union 
Jack undoubtedly adorned one wall, and it has been reported that a picture of 
Queen Victoria hung on the east wall. An informant recalling a later period 
(post-1910) remenbers that there were pictures of both the king and queen in 
H the barrack building. He was not sure on which wall the portraits hung, how- 
ever, and from the dates given the monarch could have been either Edward VII 
with Queen Alexandra, or George V with Queen Mary.* If photographs of other 
out-posts may be taken as representative of police stations in general, then 
guns, furs, family photographs, and similar articles were also found on the 
walls at Writing-on-Stone.® At least one stove was located in the centre of 
the barrack building; a photograph of the St. Mary's detachment shows a pot- 
bellied stove, and presumably Writing-on-Stone was furnished with the same. 
Mirs. Verburg recalls that coal oi] lamps were used to light the building.® 
In the kitchen the "MeClary Fanous 1890" stove was located in the northwest 
corner. A small rectangular table was in the southeast corner.” Cupboards 


were probably built along the north wall with possible extensions running 
along the east and west walls. 

Unfortunately, even less is known of the officers’ quarters. A local 
informant recalls that a small desk was located directly in front of the 
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window in the N.C.0.'s quarters. The desk contained a number of drawers 
and the top was scattered with books and papers.® In all likelihood, there 

was an iron cot in each of the rooms, and from photographs one would gather 
that they both had individual stoves as well.® 

There is no specific information as to the type of chairs and tables that 
were to be found at Writing-on-Stone. Photographs of other N.W.M.P. outposts 
have been appended and until additional evidence comes to Tight, we will have 
to assume that similar pieces were used at liriting-on-Stone. 

Due to the varying functions of the renaining buildings at Writing-on-Stone, 
in-depth research into their furnishing was not undertaken. For a listing of 
the artifacts found in each of the excavated features, see the relevant sections 
of Archaeological Investigations: Writing-on-Stone N.W.M.P. Post by Adams, 
Forsman and Mini. 











Isee sketch of interior layout in 1892, figure 44. 
2interview with Hrs. Verburg, 5 February 1976. 
3tnterview with R. Blackner, § February 1976. 

4 interview with F. Smyk, 5 February 1976. 

5see Figures 49, 50, 52, 53. 

Sinterview with Mrs. Verburg, 5 February 1976. 

Tsee sketch of interior layout in 1892, figure 44. 
8tnterview with John and William O'Hara, 4 February 1976. 


see above, part II. 
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Royal North West Mounted Police, Rules and Regulation: 





Married Non-conmissioned Officers and Constables: 


1278. The following issues of fuel and light and barrack furniture are 
authorized for married staff-sergeants: 


(a) One ton of coal or two cords of wood per month from November 1 to 
May 1, and half a ton of coal or one cord of wood per month from May 1 
to November 1; coal oi1, half a gallon per week when electric light is 
not provided. 

(b) 1 axe. 

(c)_ 1 wash basin. 

(4) 2 bracket lamps. 

(e) 1 coal off can. 

(f) 20 lengths of stove pipe. 

(g) Use of cook stove, if one available. 

(h) Use of box stove, if one available. 

(i) 1 wash tub. 

(j) 2 water barrels. 

(k) 1 tin boiler. 

(1) 2 corn brooms per year. 

(m) 1 galvanized iron pail. 

(n) 2 elbows. 

(0) 2 chairs. 


Barracks, Buildings and Electric Lighting: 


1288. At any point where Police are ordered to be stationed, and no 
buildings are available, the Commissioner is authorized to make such 
arrangements for quarters, stabling, etc., in accordance with the strength 
of the post, as he may deem advisable. 


1289. No new buildings shall be erected, or extensive repairs made to old, 
without authority from the Comptroller. All applications for authority 

to build must be accompanied by a ground plan, and a statement giving the 
purposes, size, nature and probable cost of the proposed buildings. 


1290. Officers Commanding are authorized to incur necessary expenditures 
for minor repairs to buildings, etc., in their district. 
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1291. Where buildings are erected, or extensive repairs are made under 
contract, a Board of Officers will be convened to report as to whether the 
work has been carried out in accordance with contract. 

1292. Wo alteration in any Police building is to be made without the authority 
of the Commissioner. 


1293. Private buildings are not to be erected on Police reserves. 


1294. Members of the Force in charge of a district or a post are respon- 
sible for the state of the barracks. 

1295. The quarters must always be orderly and clean, the barrack furniture 
being regularly arranged, and kept in good order and repair. 

1296. There is to be hung up in each room a board with a list (Form 132) 
of all articles therein which are the property of the Government, and the 
N.C. Officer or Constable in charge will be held responsible for the 
articles mentioned thereon. 

1297. All damages or deficiencies occurring through carelessness will be 
chargeable to the person who is responsible therefor. 

1298. The windows must, at all times, be kept clean. N.C. Officers or 
Constables in charge of barrack rooms will be held responsible that men's 
sheets and pillow cases are regularly washed, and that the hay or straw in 
mattresses is changed once a quarter, and that men change their under- 
clothing once a week, as there is nothing more conducive to health than 
regular ablution and clean clothing of every description. 

1299. Blankets must be hung out weekly to air. 

1300. No clothing, arms or anything whatever must be allowed to lie about, 
everything must be in its proper place as per regulations and properly 
arranged. 

1301. A card containing each man's number and name, the number of his arms, 
is to be hung from the shelf over his bed. 

1302. The interior of the N.C. Officers and men's quarters, owned by the 
government, are to be washed with “Alabastine" lime wash, or other pre- 
paration, once every six months, and thoroughly cleaned and disinfected. 


1303. Care is to be taken that the number of men allotted to each apartment 
be regulated with regard to its dimensions and the health and comfort of the 
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men, therefore, in ordinary cases, no room should be overcrowded, or the 
men in respect be inconvenienced. 


1304. Each apartment and building in barracks is to be distinguished by 
having its name or number painted over the door in 1 3/4 inch black let~ 
ters. 


1305. Electric lamps should be renewed at regular intervals and not kept 
in use of any greater length of time than the lamps are certified to burn. 
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Books and Stationery purchased by the N.W.M.P. for the year 1896-1897. 


Baskets (waste and desk) 

Binding cases 

Books: Cattle Brand; Martindale and Westcott's Extra Pharmacopoeia 
Le Seurs Exchanges Ottawa Directory; Rand and McNally's Atlas of 
the World; Senate Debates; Slater's Codes Taylor's Principle and 
Practice of Medical Jurisprudence 

Books, blank: copying; foolscaps pass; pocket; metallic; scrap 

Chromograph paste 

Copying brushes 

Blotting pads 

Copying presses 

Blue boards 

Despatch bag 

Desk knives 

Dater stamps 

Damping tray 

Diaries: pocket 

Erasers 

File clips 

Envelopes 

Frank stamps 

File straps 

Gum arabic 

Galvanized iron box 

Inkstands 

Ink: blacks chromo; copying; red 

Labels 

Letter clips 

Mucilage 

Mucilage bottles 

Paper: brown wrapping; blotting; carbons copying; cyclostyles foolscaps 
letter; note; typewriter issue 

Pencils: automatic; blacks coloured; pencil leads 

Pens: fountain; all kinds; neostyle 

Penholders 
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Paper pins 

Piecers 
Perforators 

Paper fasteners 
Pin cushions 
Ribbon for dating stamp 
Rubber bands 
Rubber stamps 
Rubber pad 

Rubber sheets 
Rulers 

Scissors 

Scratch blocks 
Shannon files 
Stamping pads 
Twine Toilet paper 
Tape 

Typewriter 
Typewriter desk 
Typewriter ribbons 


Books and Stationery purchased by the N.W.M.P. for the year 1898. 


Wicker baskets 

Wire 

Binding cases 

Books: Auditor General's Reports; Boys on Corners; British Pharmacopoeias 
Clark's Magistrates Manuel; Criminal Code of 1892; Dominion Law 
Index; Gray's Anatomy; Index of Railway Act; Le Saguenay et le 
Bassin du lac St. Jean; Ottawa City Directory; Revised Statutes 
and Acts since 1886; Slater's Code 

Books, blank: copying; foolscap; index; memos pass3 scrap; pay-list 
cheque; sundry blank books 

Chromograph paste 

Copying press 

Clips 

Desk knives 














Despatch bags 
Date ribbons 
Diaries 
Daily journals 
Damping tray 
Envelopes 
Eclipse file boards 
Erasers 
File bands 
File binders 
File boards 
Gum arabic 
Ink stands 
Ink pellets 
Ink: blacks copying; red; climate proof; autograph typo 
Labels : 
Letter press 
Nucilage 
Paper: wrapping; blotting; carbon; cyclostyle; cyclostyle stencil; foolscap; 
letter; note; typewriter issues typos waved stencil 
Paper fasteners 
Paper weights 
Pencils: automatic; black; coloured 
Pens: cyclostyle; all kinds; neostyle 
Penholders 








Piecers 
Pins 
Roger's Pamphlet cases 

Ribbon 

Rubber bands 

Rubber stamps 

Rubber type and inking pads 

Rulers 

Rubber sheets 4 
Scissors 
Scratch blocks 
Shannon files 
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Sealing wax 
Stencil 

Silk laces 

Tape 

Toilet paper 

Twine 

Typewriter, "Remington No. 7." 
Typewriter, "Smith Premier" 
Typewriter desk 

Typewriter ribbons 


Books and Stationery purchased by the N.W.M.P. in 1899. 


Books: Canadian Almanacs; Civil Service Calenders; Criminal Codes 
Manitoba and Northwest Directory; Ontario Gazetteer; Ottawa City 
Directory; Rifle and Carbine Exercises. 

Typewriters: “Empire”, "Remington", and "Smith Premier" 


= Sessional Papers of Canada, Auditor General's Reports. 








1873-1874 


1875 


1878 
1880 


1881 


1882 


1884-1887 


1885 


1887 


ARMS AND AMMUNITION 


The arms issued to the N.W.M.P. were: the Snider carbine 
-577 calibre which was carried, when mounted, in a bucket 
to the rear of the right leg. For a time in later years it 
was carried in a sling at the saddle horn. Also issued was 
the Deane & Adams .450 calibre, carried in a holster on the 
left side, butt to the front on a plain brown leather belt 
with bullet pouch. (The brown leather anmunition belt was 
a later issue.) 


‘Smith & Wesson revolvers began replacing the Deane & Adams 
but never became an official issue. 


First issue of 50 Winchester ‘76's, .45-75 calibre. 


100 Winchester '76 repeating carbines, .45-75 calibre, 
carrying 8 cartridges in magazine were issued to "A" and 
"F" Division. The construction of this weapon proved too 
light for the rough service of the force. 


The Snider-Enfield was now considered to be an obsolete 
military arm. 


300 Winchester '76 carbines, .45-75 calibre, manufactured 
expressly for the force and free from the undesirable fea- 
tures of the previous weapon, were issued to a portion of 
the force. The conmissioner reconmended the entire force 
be equipped with this weapon. 


All Snider-Enfield carbines were replaced by the new 
Winchester. 


446 Winchester '76 carbines purchased. 


The Deane & Adams and Smith & Wesson revolvers were re- 
placed by Enfield revolvers. 


The commissioner reported that the Winchester carbine, 
Jong a favourite weapon on the prairies, was not giving 
satisfaction. It showed a marked tendency to break off 
at the stock when roughly handled, and there were other 
defects. He suggested that as soon as it could be decided 








1890 


1895 


1896 


1898 


1901 


1902 


1903 
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as to which was the best carbine then in production that 
one division could be supplied with it and if found satis- 
factory it be supplied to the rest of the force. 


The Winchester carbines were stil] in use but continued to 
bring criticism. New barrels were purchased to replace 
old ones. The Enfield Revolvers continued to give satis- 
faction. 

A small experimental issue of Lee-Metford .303 calibre 
carbines was made. 


‘The commissioner reported that the Lee-Metford was more 
satisfactory than the old Winchester, the latter being of 
little use beyond 500 yards and the sighting was poor. 


‘A few Smith & Wesson revolvers (exact model unknown but 
probably .38 calibre) came into use for personnel on special 
duty in plain clothes and for use in the Yukon. 


The commissioner drew attention to the necessity of re- 
arming the entire force. He pointed out that "D" Division 
alone had the Lee-Metford carbine; all others had the ob- 
solete Winchester carbine and the Enfield revolver. These 
had been in use so long that the rifling was worn out. 


Re-arming of the force was sanctioned. Delay was deemed 
advisable in order to take advantage of any improvements 
in smal] arms resulting from the South African War 


The commissioner reported that the force was armed with the 
Winchester carbine with the exception of "D" and "k" Div- 
‘sions which had the Lee-Metford carbine. ATI had the 
Enfield revolver. The carbines and revolvers were worn out 
and he was pleased that the department had decided upon 
re-armament. 


Two Ross rifles (28-inch and 25-inch barrels) were submitted 
for trial. Comparisons were made with the Winchester, Lee- 
Metford and Mauser rifles. 


The board recommended the Ross with 25-inch barrel (officially 
called the Ross Carbine Mark I star). 
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1904 Some 'New Service’ model Colt revolvers in .455 calibre 
were received. 

1905 The force was re-armed throughout with the Ross Carbine Mark 
I star in .303 calibre and ‘New Service’ model Colt revolvers, 
replacing the old Winchester and Lee-Metford carbines and 
Enfield revolvers. 

1906-1907 Weaknesses in the Ross carbine caused it to be withdrawn from 
general service and the old Winchesters and Lee-Metfords 
were re-issued. 

1914 The force was re-armed with the Lee-Enfield Carbine in .303 
calibre. 


Cartridge Specifications. 


British .577 Snider-Enfield cartridge: 


Other names -577 Snider 
Type rimmed, necked, centre-fire 
Overall Tength 2.45 inches 

Average weight 715 grains 

Powder type black 

Approx. charge 73 grains 

Primer type boxer 

Bullet type lead 

Bullet diameter -570 inches 

Bullet weight 480 grains 

Muzzle velocity 1240 feet per second 


-45-75 Winchester: 


Other names 45-75 W.C.F. 

Type rimmed, necked, centre-fire 
Overall length 2.25 inches 

Average weight 600 grains 

Powder type black 


Approx. charge 75 grains 








Bullet diameter 
Bullet weight 
Muzzle velocity 


-303 British Calibre: 


AN] types from the black powder mark I ammunition to the present day 
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boxer 
lead, flat nose 

-45 inches 

300 grains 

1380 feet per second 

20,000 pounds per square inch. 


The mark III Snider carbine issued to the N.W.M.P. was similar to the ' 
mark II Snider-Enfield carbine which was a British conversion from the 


percussion Enfield cavalry carbine. 


Most of those issued to the N.W.M.P. 


came from the stores of the department of militia and defence at Kingston, 


Toronto and possibly Fort Garry. 


In 1961 the Lee-Enfield .303 calibre rifle was officially replaced by the 

7.62 mm NATO, FN (CI) AL which uses an 144 gr. full jacket bullet, velo- 

city 2750 plus or minus 40 ft. per second. There are, however, still a : 
considerable number of the Lee-Enfield rifles being used by the force 


across Canada. 


Glenbow Archives, Calgary, Alberta. 





Adams, Forsman and Minni, Archaeological Investigations: Writing- 
P 





Post, pp. 83-97. 
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"ORDER FOR 
LAYING OUT KIT FOR INSPECTION 


= pRess.— 




















Figure 42: 





Order for ‘Ging out kit for inspection. 
(Stan Horrall, Th 





e Pictorial History of the R.C.M.P.) 














Figure 43: Badges and buttons of the North West Mounted Police. 
(Stan Horrall, The Pictorial History of the Royal 
Canadian Mounted Police) 











Figure 44: 








8 


Sketch-plan of the interior of the barracks, 1892. 
(RCMP, RG-18 vol 71 file 722) 











Figure 45: 


Figure 46: 





Colonel R. G. Irvine's 
quarters, Ft. Walsh, no 
date. (RCNP Headquarters) 





Superintendent Neale's 
quarters, Ft. Walsh, 
no date. (RCMP 
Headquarters ) 
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Figure 47: Officer's quarters, 
Ft. Nacleod, circa 
1880. 
(Glenbow, NA 224-1) 


Figure 48: Colonel Macleod's 
quarters, Ft. Macleod, 
1875. 
(Glenbow, NA 2206-2) 





Figure 49: 


Figure 50: 





Barrack room, St. Mary's NHMP detachment, 
St. Mary's, Alberta, 1897. (RCMP Museum, 
Regina, Saskatchewan) 





Barrack room at Coutts, 1901. (Glenbow 
NA 2436-4) 








Barrack room at Battleford, Saskatchewan, 
1898. (RCMP Headquarters, 1310) 





Figure 51: 





Figure 52: Boundary Creek NWMP detachment, circa 
1902. (RCMP Museum, Regina, Saskatch- 
ewan) 
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Figure 53: Barracks at Hood Mountain, Saskatchewan, 1911. 
(RCMP Museum, Regina Saskatchewan) 





Figure 54: Mess room at Calgary, 1889. (Glenbow, NA 3173-14) 








Figure 55: 


Figure 56: 





Ness room at Battleford, circa 1890. 
(Glenbow, NA 1223-8) 





Mess room at Ft. Macleod, late 1870s. 


(RCHP Headquarters, 4336-1) 





| 








Figure 57: 


Figure 58: 
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Mess room at Lethbridge, circa 1910. 
(Glenbow, NC 2-652) 








Police hospital at Calgary, circa 1878. 
(Glenbow, NB 13-3) 













Mess room at White- 
horse, Yukon, no date. 
(PAA, 'B 2075) 


Figure 59: 
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Figure 60: Barrack room in the Yukon, circa 
1900. (PAA, B 2094) 


Figure 61: 





Figure 62: 





Barracks at Whitehorse, 1902. 
(PAA, 8 2072) 


Barracks at Yhitehorse, no date. 
(PAA, B 2073) 








Barracks at Whitehorse, no date. 
(PAA, B 2084) 






Figure 63: 





Figure 64: Barracks at Whitehorse, no date 
(PAA, B 2081) 





Figure 65: 


gure 66: 
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Grand Forks detachment, Yukon, 1903- 
(RCMP Headquarters, 7-3-39) 





Maple Creek, no date. (RCMP Head- 
quarters, 7341) 








PLEASE DO NOT REMOVE 
CARDS OR SLIPS FROM THIS POCKET 


UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO LIBRARY 








HISTORIC SITES SERVICE 
OCCASIONAL PAPERS 


1 
2 
3 
4. 


Ukrainian Vernacular Architecture in Alberta, By John Lehr. pp. 43, 1976. 
Archeological Investigations: Fort Victoria, 1974. By Timothy C. Losey, et al. pp. 342, 1977. 
Archeological Investigations: Fort Victoria, 1975. By Timothy C. Losey, et al. pp. 235, 1977. 
Archeological Investigations: Writing-on-Stone N.W.M,P. Post. By Gary Adams, et al. 

pp. 356, 1977, 

A History of Writing-on-Stone N,W.M.P. Post. By Leslie J. Hurt. pp. 239, 1979. 














au 




















if 





Al id 





